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Towards the Stars 


The surgeon had restored her health 

But serenity and happiness she had to find herself 





“I was so hlmd , , , so stupid,” Stella murmured. 

With |ii< aruis oro>irnl hti asid his face nc if to her* 
she- wsis conscious of a ioy rishita within her which 
wus unlike anything she had ever known before, 
a joy so poignant* ao thrillln£ tliat. il was Like a 
physical p^m in its intensity. 

"Vour name means star , 14 he smd r ""and to me you 
have always fx-eni like el star, out of reach r hut 
making me ycsim for It* making rtie long to find 
fur myself the love and beauty it hignifieaJ 3 

Then he bent bis head and his tips were gentf* 
and E-endcr ii^unsl the saflrtess of Siera. - - - * 




'Man itimngh > 11 ?. life. 

Ignorant .and fearful of 3iIs hid-cfeei powers. 
Yet when ijove liflfi his eyes, ftam strife 
His LuiLLn can nse towards the ilaR . 1 
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'T here's u very bit-d ease j ukl tome in, ik^ fc 

The Doeti ic sETai^htencd hix haek ^nd look cut hi* 
Suindkefcluel Io mop hU forchcad- 

'I know, J k now/ he Mitt icsljjy; They’re : j 11 hud. We're 
jpciiinp round as quickly us wc e?in.' 

Heeo «fl he spoke he deju^ecfined the itilla tfott in his own 
voice and ghutcSng al (he culns. almost impen ur kablc face 
m' 4 he man beside him, s^is:h-*Td lor the hundrethh Eai^e dial 
he w jlS mare like Clive ttess. 

WhnL he aaid Wa* mifc enough; they were .t 3 l had—ihe 
inen rmcf women they hroujfhi in one gfler another, some 
blackened and "! w Istof L>y I li e Mast miLi] they were nlrruiit 
unreepgnis* hie ;ts human beings. 

The FCHTUII wpv full of ahem, InkE mil rm hrtJdtty procured 
mfiiir^RShZsi. while there was ah* eunstant eJ^ngirisc of 
ambulance hell D-ulside a^ ihc which received :lL- 

<enlion were moved ro shr* hospftah 

’Thank Heaven. Ross was handy . 1 

Df. Richardson rea.lhr.ed he waa for Rossli 

presencE not only lor ihe help thal he could fiive, hut aHo 
because he himself could shelve much of ihe responsibility. 

CEcvc R i he^J MifSLimri .21 oiec nf I jondem's larg&st 
hoypalnlH. the nun who had already performed mir^ltH of 
itrr^ery on war c-njorntliev wjik no! likely to find an V dlsas- 
Ecr-“Whnlevcr 11-. tnagniSude—overwhelming. 

Bui svns it fiur to es psc l much from an unimpurEftnl, 
Frtfiglipfkdm local doctor whn haircut the wnr jj. (tended 3t 
ron-U he3f a do?.cr scxddenUi ;i year and (ho Diojorfly of 
whose p-i Menra di&d from nolbiflj: mope vLtoIeqi Ihan old 
ftgo? 

Ur. Richardson. i| wu-v [rue, had never SOLtghl noiofiety 
nr. united, cM^eriende: he h:id been toUCelil with bis simdl 
pruetke m a country village. 
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Medicrttc hr* tarter but he looked on it nrjly a* the 
mean* to bring him an assured anc-^mc, enough, anyway, 
to keep body ami aOul ioytiber, 

Clive Rosa was v^ry diJfcnmt. They hud been be tdSn- 
bLtrgb t/fdttmjly LLygfdler And Dr Rf&Stardfinn could 
remernber bow. even when they went- ftc-*!-ye.br atUHlcnlJL. 
Row had been picked out Ter ^yc-ciad lecogn kEuo* 

There was something in the iu&q himself which, cam' 
mail-died alEEntinfi. 

Loaft hi him now* far ietttmrtec. ealnly tonecni ruling on 
each Use Ln Him, quJle ftblivitfM jippmTentBv e>l ch-c noFfto 
and confusion. of the cries of those in pain i±nd the oVar^ 
whelming horror of the whole caLs^rophe. 

More than once Dr. Richardson foixnd himself flinching 
a* be looked down it j. mangled- bloody mass of what hud 
oflet bwm firm human flesh. 

Ooc? to* cmddFi'j pr^vpnt an e^cJnm^rcoB Pftsamjf his Irps 
u he saw where Ifle hlasl n-f chc eiplofliom find ripped EWl 
only the c follies from a young jn rl \ body, hot the mJceel :lS 
well. 

Ift found himself Echoing lit hfc heart the words of ntl 
old AtreEcEier-bcarcr who kept murmur in g over and over 
jjgiiin In a fnonosonow^ imdertorvt: 

'It's Wible. Ihai-a whiLC it iy, ‘orriht*/ 

It was hoirtbFt right enough, BIHl rtll t|tc precaul ions 
which had heen ready in tfrb partietllaf factory for just 
smc h 11 ,in occurrence Enid been ineffective nftd tndrH when 
the moment arrived. 

Fbjr one thing, the main flrtt-usd pO'sC and *Ic1e hay had 
been blown up: (or another. a he e^plnsJon had aaken ptci&s 
where ii wan le^ac especEcd in one pf ihe pitrtt crowded 
workshop* 

If had h--Lppcn-?Lt soon after Ihc factory Itafsen the 
morning work-—It wai tucky tsi inane ways. Dr. ftLcha.n3- 
ton ihaujdH. ihui si had been ,n That time. lie hud been ora 
the point of leaving his hott&c for m ce» In the counrjy 
when they had cuughL him cm the lelephorve- 

IF-Il 5 : h&if h-c-ird ah£? dn-ll ro-ar of 1 he expiation 4 few mdn- 
urc-v Earlier and though* nothing of li, 

Pioneers hud been blasting it 1 Iho countryside aLI Lhe 
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previclii* Week and he had aroWtt Lived Ip the dull rumble 
t>r ihcir cs plo^on* and Book no noiic* of fhh sane until a 
bfeaEhksA. alrTrost iiicnlief^nE voice un Lite Cc kphoric Shall 
Sold him a<> ’come -u dined " 

1 hen, ns he haL? in ichr-d up hk bn^r nod hum-eif “ji rhe 
ctuor he had veep I he efuLLd i ■! d.irk «mofce riving iu i he 

distance nhovc the spread-out roofs c-L the ondiiiLnee fac¬ 
tory. 

b vtJis she sight Of Iftfif wrmkc which hed S^EiE him haefc 
Ed Ihc SeLepdicine. 

Why it had made him think of Clive Rios* Sic had no 
Tdkis. hue J r hud: 4*nd il hml made him remember., I cm. that 
Hi !=■*■: had been speaking the msjhl before only ten mLles 
nw;iy il n conference n£ Htirpenn?; which had taken pfcaee 
at a big hospital recently opened hy RoynJty, 

On an impulse, and perh-nps there wms a £ood deal of 
fear behind chat impulse. D= Richardson had selep honed 
to i he hotel: v,Pusse he knew CPlve |t«s was paying. 

"Mr. Roi*T 1 think he'-i left,’ Like sterk said at the Other 
end. 'E-fold on a minute-. Ill see. 1 

As he walled, Cr Ridhanlfion bad been conscious that 
hr w h almost pmymp Clive- Snsi would nOl have lefl. fur 
■he w_« uill hcriTin^ the terror in 3tic voice that h.\J spoken 
Co him -1 few min-kite^ l^fore^ 

There's hundreds kiifcrt, Drafor, hundred* 1 ' 

Hundreds! STow wjts he—who w.as ho, to ccpe wish bun- 
■deeds of injured people? 

"Hello. Whci is icr 

With it mrg.e of rvhef Dr. R^etwirdiOB h.pJ reesogni&fcd 
Clive RiKsts^ deep voice, 

TlcJlo_ Ri -ss, il’s Ri^liiis-dKon ■ pe:i king. 1 

L Oh. hello. Richardson. hew ;irc yciu? I cspeelC-H to 
you Inst nighl- E Tcmcnibercd I his was your part of llae 
woaid. * 

D-r. RJchtirdfion hnd cut Across ihe cxeh-iinjEe of cour- 
lesre*. lulling Clive Ross whal tnid happened and pleading 
with him Bo come ill once, 

Therrj w-j\ no need to iilcad-; R l>s •-■ had pt-mTif&cd to l>e 
wiih him just m quickly uk hk ear could gel him ihere. 

- Y*Hi CiLCL'I Jiiita Lhe factory." Dr. Rictutrdsoia has! ^ifd 
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c4*gcHy, J £c's dEfeclEy on your mad and you’ll see the 
smoke risinjr above it- . - ,l 

fia consvJtnpe SOthlcilly lh* I Lug Ikfl-iJ gone dfciid; 

dive Rlhss had already MiirteJ amJ be hurried ouL to hia 
own Of. 

The co a furled when he arrived, cht hysteria of sever*] 
rtf the women who won Awaiting him, the hew* thm two 
*f the factory n discs had been killed. and the first sight of 
the victims merely convinced: him of whit be had known 
from ihc tint, ihqi bo Incapable of dealing with ouch 
bo emergency. 

When flnsiiv he flaw dive So»'s mil, bruftahoul tiered 
Figaie it whs wfth dlfOcdty be prevented hhrueli from run¬ 
ning Edwards hj®B_ 

They had shaken bandy sravL-lvi |berv up pr_ Rkjlardsun 
sfarlcd (OcxplKk. Rovs h.id inceirujvtcd him. 

Ta there -anywhere I dm \w my ihingt? I have my 

nurse with me. 1 

As hit W*Tchcd Kro= w&^hltig h=s hrartdi in th? Wfltem 
sink, Mi tv him uting a nuil-bfiish with linhun icd preekion 
m if jl patient wm waiting on the iota in his consifiUng 
roo-m, Dr. REchard^son found himself tbinldng, 

The KClel of CliWs sUCCesi ia tfaul he ii to Hire of 
himself . 11 

H* fefi he ciflikf und&m^fid now why Et wm* said that 
Ross’s patLcnli- had an adn-mtiDn for him that Was .dmtM 
idolatrous. 

They dun; lf» him. he wo* et rock fen -which they had nb- 
solute faith and truth He rbe impression of bemg in¬ 
fallible .iitri Lhcy were onnieni lo Mnrender boib thuir 
hodidP :and their wiEIa i nlu hrt keeping. 

AH the lime Cfivc washing, people Leyn riftg 

at tit door, 

'Oic too m’*? nearly f\tU + Doctor; where Are we flo put 
the neon Ip-t7* 

“There "t a woman bleeding to death,. What nm I to do?" 

There's a mrin here* FKn:tor, who say* tre’fl foand ft leg 
by ttfldf—whaj ii he to do with EtT* 

At last Ross hiu ready. He deemed to have taken an 




eternity of tintr. £>r_ Rich and son Iboughtp und knew it had 
teaLty -Keen csely u fow minute*. 

And alien ifcity had slnrled- 1 e was I rut dial the big door 
of the cjmcijcn wis* ne*rfy lull 

"We shall never round (hem/ Rtchanlw-i thought 
despairingly., atent 

But Ji Wits ratm ordinary how quick PlOR-i Was Once they 
began. An examination. swabs., u dressing, in rFKVSt cata 
an injection ofi morphia — ht. left that Co RJchiLFdton— ■ 
then: 



or "There*! no hmry; ihell he comfortable for an hour W 
an/ 

Once fMr twice (hey hsd notlung: Lo do bul Bo pul] the 
blanket u-ver some poor burned and rwffcted face. 

“Do metin to this one, DodlOr_ Siler's really band end wa 
don't know whal to do/ 

It was: the same woman agnirL Richardson Tcrogrii r-r-4 
her as an ardent Firrt-Aider. 

'Shall I geF he asked. 

For a Ttbomem hu though! Ross had ndi heard, then 
Clive raised bis HcacL 

lU look at her. Morphia here smd get ihi* man to hc^- 
pttiil at the JjttiI opportunely. 1 

He walked across the m»nm wiih ihc woman who had 
been &o iugrttent in her demand* chol tertjig Reside him. 

Dr. Richardson isS avert behind to ^byo The morphia injec¬ 
tion. Ross's nufse, quiet and deft m her movements, 
tucked the patient round with blankets, then ih-ny hurried 
In where Rou was kneeling beads a woman, lying on a 
stretch er r 

There were no blonlMv and she wag. covered whh m 
man's coaL 

"A machine fell ri^ht across her/ someone wm saying a* 
Dr. RLchBr^lmra came up. i hair a job to p.ei her out, she 
waa wedged there.' 

They had tarn her clothing In moving her and Dr. Rich¬ 
ardson noticed beneath the bloc factory overall which :lEI 
the women wore Elm woman's. ujaderclQihing wit* very dif- 
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fercnt from vrhal ("hey Fn-d before—sofl afndl-pinfc 

mtin wiih co-fltoe-Dp]sK«red torer 

‘Expensive,.* be thought. 

Al that moment t!be nUrsd beside him gave a Sudden ck.- 
djjiniiii^n, 

'Wh-., ifLady ManJilrnr 

Clivfl appeared nPt to have heard, J^r. KkhafcifciMl 
footed s: her in itan |od ivurprLuc, 

■JUiLriy Msf^o! 3 hu re treated,, Hut it-can'l be! 1 

p 3l i e.—[ K m lure it eh.' the ntkr&e insisted, 

*Biai Why should she be in I he factory? I don't Loader- 
stand. Ate you uluic certain you're not naisiaKenf 

'Quit*.* ihe nurse repatd nursed her a long 

tim-: ago, but I hIdOuIlE !■; now Jier □nywlwre, Brssdci, her 
pL-ttLLret are itiw^yj in the pwpefiA 

'F*rce|vf/ Clive Hn^ i,-iid sharpty^ 

There was * mitt In his voice which matte both Dr. 
Rithiiidvon and ihe jiujw fbe-j us- if they were rebuked for 
iniHsipiiaf! .and yt-I if wh-d iFie jiue^- Ha id -wm true il was :is- 
Lo undine enough. 

Lady Miirndeti working, in a factdilfy- ^■carrng Lhe ordi¬ 
nary Mite overall with whteh every ^mplnyee ww FS&uod 
ffl arrival . . - SteLhi Mamdfctt, tbc w c »|fchx. Ihe foe-iUtifuL 
Ihe Ddirfnmied ri injured In an e\prmjuri and, judgLug by II 
cur.wn - pin nee ei he r, vi talty injured. 

Already Dr. RichaJtfwm tUMlrl ace rhu. hendiis, itie 

ptlD'Iji.iiTJiphH. h L',i r the chatter and speed lUTiiOo. 

H* knik^d ji t 1 he w 4i mi in oijgam- LoulcF il be In ic? 
Dtapijte the ghnstly pnitor of her fare ami khe lines of pain 
or frhoeft etched -round the Lfghlened mciuih, it wJks ohyiou& 
th:il litr woman lying thr re posvL'VYed rin unusual beauty. 

Her undorefcfivdlts Were hardly llKWc khe ji versus fae- 
lory hand and now he noliced her handE, slim, pvrf&cdy 
manicured, *nfk -nhsi unblemished. 

‘It’-i obvious: She hltfe no I been in I he fk<iory long.' Ike 
thn-ujt'hl “if il r^altv Is I -idv MarK^m.' 

He Tfi-id In remember when he had last heard Of htrr, 
Marsdcn Hnuse had beau lakeu over in 3^41 hy khe Min¬ 
istry of Food. 

Uc knuw vaguely IhiiL scmie paeE Of It had been tc 5,iini.d 
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by its oWnctw, Hut ftfcfi dE^ghNcmrboq^ wai *tl do m. 
hoooured Hy (he per&opu] iLppys^ntic or Sir Philip or lief 
Fadyahip. 

Sir Phillip had nnw been dead how tong?-—nearly a 
year, he-gupFOSTd. ktE|L-d m ;\ flying UKseideTsL 

The pilot bud been off his course and Che machine had 
h?1 ifee shfe of a hi Ik: nil ihe high irfliclpls inside it, &monp 
them Sir Philip MursiJcn. had Uut their lives Only I he pi- 
laE bed ram lutiml alive and be hnd, died m after the th- 
cue party reached ton, 

- Yes f Ft rncml be nearly a year Ago/ Dr. Rirbrdioii 
tliought. 

Pcrhupa Lady Mnrsdcn was still *o unhappy that she 
had tried To find T'org^Lfulnes* in WILT wort. liur why ihLs 
pjinisndar wart 1 ? 

.So far ns he could remember she was President *if ih? 
Red Crosi .and held various other cdBci^J positions &th m 
tlw county and in London. 

He had iu sudden vision of her live—no. fits years apO, 
ilc had been c-atirtjLr his supper whci!j an impetuous rinjz at 
die front door bell had made him sLmeI. 

His- hoarse keeper was old and half cripplEcS with rhett- 
Ttiacici, if would have taken her some minutest to come up- 
Etafrt—cniier to answer the door himself. A im&illy uoJ- 
larrncd tectotifi stood outskt^ 

"Sir Philip Mansdfm wishes in speak cd Hr, RichArdstm." 

He had burned to the window of die big gr-et Rolls 
Royce. Dusk wm$ falling, he could fu.il make out shut iher* 
wens rwo people stunk deep into the soft cushioned seats. 

'Theie'-s a ami 1 with a tmakun leg in South Lodge, Ri^b- 

>rdm.' 

"A ear aeeldcne. Sir Philip?' 

"f b^dicvc so; Crofton will give you ell purbctijjirs, he 
was moving the man n,& wc pasted." 

The nole of ho fed indifference in Sir Philips voice was 
WLT-y obvious. 

Iitvunctiwly Dr, Richardson found himself rtilTcniTis, lie 
ftrtd always disliked Lhc man although a wa^ policy not (o 
admec Much a prejudice ev*U to him^U. 1l wn.% (hen the 

other occupant Of the car spoke i 
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'If i*i£ig is anything we clin do 1o help, pEc-^vs-t. lee Lta 
hJi c?w 7 

'Thank ymi—<fef—Ijidy fvfancta-' 

He s-uppased ic mi^ht be tinr (Hough he bn.il not met 
hcT fine ford. 

'Ci-nod night* Ri;chiinl ! wn. Strive on, Oates. we're Inle I' «.t r 
dinner." 

Sir PEullp W 2 x* not prepared le he esrmverfcitl^ia.M. 

D) i REchiirdfsCnn bad stepped back: as be did sa fcre beind 
Lady k-farsden cstcluim: 

'I've dropped my bug, 1 

The light in'dtfe tfiKS Cftr wna flashed on. He sttw her bend- 
ii?c Ir-rw^id. dLamoncTi sJiEM-rinj! rn her hsdr- i,i her wrs 
rind rt a UTid her neck while fo*r-* hiding bef thouldcrt and 
friimin^ Ehri rd-ar knows of her head. 

Then the iootenun sprung fn h<s.lde the chfttnTew- the 
car moved aw^y r 

A few ynrch down the road Ihe EFghi wna TP'i'tcSrrcd off: 
evidently her ladyship hail found her bag Dr. RpehancE'-na 
h-icS stood in ibe mad waicbina ihs headh^hi'- poaniimg the 
wnv =ii ihe car weni swtfiK utp ihn hill. 

E-F^ rmnd was recalled liooi Us wanderings by Ros&^S 
voice, 

'Blankcs*/ 

The isurse dEmppcareii. 

Till * c&sf: should h^ opomEed on a* r-ne*? , b low «aiil to 
Richnrdaon, And g=wc him briefly in medic.il. wruw -j qukfc 
diragrfL^^ wfanl wus wrong 

Richard* on nodded and hoped Rosr west Id ihink he was 
boh =i vine Ln( e!lh gently. ITt- admiltfrd frankly So himtclF tbal 
nnf in a month of Sunday* Wi-rdd he hn'. n knin*Ti what 
hmd TtjippepeiJ when she nniehino leU iucnWS chcil fc-ofi body, 

“E.viraordinarv" tho whiteness of her akin . 1 he thought. 

Hadjn t ytiU heifer 60 the operation ycniradfT he utikud 
fniiii lenty. 

Hi- n.-:i I j*£d Ihni Clive Rohr wh Fntofeil-cd in 3 he tti^hetf- 
ettlidei of this case, Th§* wni lontcrhing partkulfcffy di£&* 
Ctrl' something an which be fcjiew Clive bad alfcuys irrt- 
C-dled. 

1 th-aps.* 
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Ro*s spoke ma if Pies mind wst* elsewhere, 

Af ihai moment ihc nurw vnnw hack with two Wfinkc**, 
pjj]e green SatinbQfdeml anc- tfcbvioil^ly borrowed Ifoul 
some idjactol privalr house. 

" The W. V.-S. are bringing- in supplies," she snM clwerftilty, 
'[here will be mwjfih f-p-r evwrypzm in a f&w minutas.* 

'Good.* 

(he norac covered thtr woman on the airctche^ -he 
HE.ilred iind opened her eyes. 

conscious Ibafs. |Pod,‘ Dr. Rj chard-ton said, "Shalt 
] give her morph hi?' 

'Whai has happened 1 ?* 

Her voice was JuW and curiously SweeL The nurse an* 
swpted her. 

’Y*n J rc qniEe nET Tight, Lauiy MarSdeji-, 1 
4 A m 9 ? I ibought ■ ■ She frowned m an rJrort of 

jrnicEiihrance. 

Ur. Richardson took her arm, the hypcvdermie ready. 

'N^w donT yo» worry, Lady Mttmden/ he said- 'W&Te 
g^irtg ifJ fiel you ^cll again whaiever happens. 1 

She looked at him [rOV-nin^ly and then up at Clive 
Ross. Hct eyes widened for a moment and then quite dis¬ 
tinctly and slowly she spoke to him and lo him only, 

T'ant you leave roe . _ , alone?' she iLsk-cdL Can't ycnJ 

umJcritAnd 1 wanl to -, - die?' 
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Hefty il.^ylun lal m front of her iMking-g'IjiAi B^antE at 
ih- contour of her jnw,- 

1 YuuTI have to get me -un appOrntmenl tlcXt week wish. 
Martjimc Aen-es.' sh-: said. T"tti looking a hundred ; 1 
Til 1*11 ML:;*. Farley/ her maid replied- slarchily. 

'Miw parley's huty—beller ring her up yOLir&elf, W.it- 

kaasJ 

WdUktue snltfed oni£ who wuuht tuy it was not her Job 
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Ct? msik-e telephone chills., hsii bilOFu s&fi ■.multi ipe-ak 1 bend 
wn\ a knock uE th£ iloo i. 

'C^tnd in.’ llcliy Hfciad irriliihly. 

Alice Parley c-imc quEetty inld the f^m, Sli* w;i^ * 

thin, iingufaj- v*unihiti r>! nemrlY fifty -*i\h ^hurL-iry« 
.»ri.1 3 way of lh.ru* liny her hcr-s-id ten-ward -a> Ihsit i" came 
first nnuid s corcitc IwfO-ft her b ll dly-il reined bud^ Eul* 
lowed iL 

"Mr. ftoss Lis on Ihe Jctepho&e. Do vou wish to sjseafc io 

bu^f 

"Of cotirvc f wiutf to lipCiik io him Ddttl frer HJOh ji Cod| b 
AJiuC- Pwc him Ehf.Jiijih! -*c earn;* Anil tinny h£p.‘ 

Hotly iUJUptd. up itain the dream i^-JjibSe im-d ran ocriM^ 
|hc room to the receiver hy her hedskte. Sire wauled a mo- 
iocml :ktt*A whsn n fitiht CUck TOllI hcl- 3lu1 iNf GcdIReeUpSI 
wii^i through dit&iid inn notieeabEy sweet v.ipce: 

"Hello,. Clive, bow arc youF 

■ClcKKl morning- M« tiaytaa. £^rry so disturb yaw 
curly . 1 

"Bus you aren't dis-aurhinc me-—you never do." 

'Clirasd. Will], E am sending rtui&E] patient- 1 : down Eo> you 
today, I wo liken—both U.A.F- — and the third u Lsdjf 
hfn ridden.'' 

"Stellii Marstlen."? I'd no llT^a you knevt 1 her. | read about 
the aceMen L of course. Why didn p t you icLL rat she wn± a 
patient of yours?* 

'Why should IT 

The cjmesfiou w«a ahmpi, tHJomrpnoitvWris, 

H How HCrcrrtivg you are, Clive, even with your friend!. 

Well, m rVijpivc you and be ready lo welcome SivMa 

Miiraden. 9 sh.ill lotsk forward to sjcciaip Iter u^ un Wh-at 
time ia’FN they wrtoBF 

"Ahcnil nve o'clock. L-idy Mur*den tier mr, vpacssj 
punc jund E shoJE he down I o morrow.' 1 

"How lovely] IVfc go-i a Lot Co tell you Junf a Jot Co ibcaf 
ynj-u. toe-' 

L C5*orf-hy*." 

Clive put dowo che receiver &nd Htu v replaced hett. 
Then H.h tor :i nunment rhtukih(£. the point of one 

Oval "Shaped n,i il ULppcng her I l u -c 1 h fts s-lic did 9a. 
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4 Eiie11n Mnfvdetir Sr- shtt rs cnminp here.* 

Hetty's B^ite bruin wondered how to turn I be faci tu 
ber personal advjtntl^. 

Kbe wqs tiIso- trying to remember exactly w h n t ^he had 
heard lately abcml StelLa, wrinm she had h^r-n with. what 
nhe had been lkrio^. Scm-nge dte should be in n J^cU.ry iu> 
cidenL 

A factory and Sicl La kfarsdenl 

Siting nit hor pen-cb %aiin and antique} Sbcc bcdAprcnd 
H-ulry HaytCWI spumed ttn.l scpdcwl-iC^-cP. It w;r .. I wny -, [Jib 
asxnq-^ a new trend of (houghl, I be mention of it new pcf* 
ion Set hertuind revolving like art aeroplane propeller., 

h Do yftv waul me, Mf'i hLaylon?' Jt was AEidc FMI'ley 

aR*m- 

'For Iscavrci's Jake, Alice/ Hetty Said, godling to her 
f«*T. 'do learn not io creep mTo a room Hkc rbol. yo-u viva 
me [be jitters, And Where's Wa.[kirys?—abe hasn't [Lnitbcii 
my hair yet.' 

WatkEnfl, who h-ad rcJirnd cMscreeily while H-My telv- 
phonvd. entered ib^ dre^^iny 

‘‘Ijc-fs pet my hair done/ Hetty com mandril, crosiin^ 
the room TO her dreiamp-Eable 

She spoke bri=.fc.ly, but ber tone was. not marly so> ^harp 
and quctiqloits as it wsas whtrn sh=e addressed Alice Fnrlcy, 
Watkins Was an £*perLe:ic.ed miJd—they were hard la 
get in wartime - and she Would Slund }Uit SO UlUirh attd UO 
more from her employer, Hetty kn.w this. 

Wish Alice Farley il wu Pi f re rent. Wilh her til health 
And her shy, retiring. personality ! J*e would find it hard 
«toUgh U> gei cfflptayineni. 

She ser'-'i: d Flatly Jit ?i whippirte-bp-y., ^-imemoc to hully 

wh#h thin it- wen! ^mng, SO mvunr who would nil answer 
hack and who would ryever J^re lo tpve in her notice. 

She wits useful in other ways- iq*t— only Ftetru knew 
how uieruJ—for she had one pifl which outweighed Li U 
others. 3ft her position of se c ret ary-com pan iim^ 

Alice Farley had a prothgiuMS memory. 

Her typing and shorthand wer* adtaqttstCeH hue -my high 
echool fijr I who had been through a comsnerc.iu.E course 
could huv<s dune n_> well; she w^s bad uE figure* and, ai 
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H'elly jpfr-tn reminded hur. wiu Incapable of cwynnlMBig 
ii Sund-Tv Schi^-I trc-ni let a I out a hnnc the Mae or ■ i on- 
ton Murk* but her memory was 4MnaxiftB. 

She remembered faces, people’* names and places-;. there 
was o0lhiQ| particularly unusual in Ehal bui she eoiM 
nfao remember whnffi coitVcrnaDops. lall-lc details « I Ece- 
Sitrc and deportment,, :i look, s cLince—nothing seemed lo 
escape AI to Fmlp^a ns&a-ic "brown Eyes,, hlinkJnp. apologeti¬ 
cally behend I he magnifying; ItfflfcM of her giisssc.y r 

Hetty HayiOn wan m> fool. 

A few* momiii after ihc had ensued Alice F"arh*y 'he 
realised her vflliie. bm she kept ths kanwledgs In ber^if 
and she kept Alice Farley in what th« cnnsrdcTCil her 
proper pl-ncC, while she made full use of the inform a I ion 
AliLe brought her. 

Alice had been wjih hir aim oil from The he®Sfintn|t— 
and by “the **e£Fnnin^‘ she meani vmcc ahe bad ednlc CO 
En-gEandL frieb by birth, Hetty had ftlurlcvf her eireer as 
seerciary to an oCiJ man in ibe uuvn of her idoptfon— 
Ohio-. 

"And a very pond secretary T wna r too.’ she would >ay 
when '-he piirrrutleu ht4vc|1 to hjie.Lk of them:- days, which 
w;Li KlrtOffl. 

True to all fiirttonrij si orate of ihe fcuainera girt who 
make-* good, she had married her boss. and when he bnd 
died ;ifier live years of married life he had 

left her onoLiyh mtfncy Id ensure her I’te-antt b&ih corn bist¬ 
able nnd secure for the rtsE ol her 3i£e — provided Shu was 
careful. 

Hetty dldnh rntend to be clircfuL 

SFie vmk n year’?: mwftie .md a sm-nll part of her cafiitil 
in buying ber-^TI corner really wnnderfu.l chnhei and ^e5- 
Bliny ttcrarJI iti N^W York- She was pretty und HCJtfrcmely 
amhilicfiis. 

|s look her twu y<4ira To gut whet ahe w-iBled., 

By Ihu: time hue- c^pnul wit* cxh&ua(frth bm she pot 
Clcmen-E Hayl-un. pm-vEng fn-r Ihe first lime, and hv mi 
means the Jasi Tn her lifer, that a humbler"* ioalinct coLild 
pay off. 

Cleracnt Haveuci, *mh bin oil mines -lihS h-s ruilroad 
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Irac k* ¥ hia in«rs»r m Ihc newspaper world and hU 
tiu-c^Lnny knowledge of pohtic^l serve ccmr^ P w^s dtKiiy 
what H^ity had hcen seeking. 

Ml e msimed and edutaled csl't : he ra-u-ghc hi:r Ln r.jci 
whal she had always craved in {Matey —hc-W (O gain puwer 
and how to dircCE i\ 10 her own end*, 

She 1o.il ru thaj n w-i- almwt in ipp-Liable to fall af one 
w.is lot Lain whj! one wain led an. ii Ee and tfuiEe unscrupu- 
him as tea the method of getting. Ft. 

HeiSy had always Keen ambLnoias—f'ltmcnr HrtyiOTI 
m it do her fan ala Cal ly so He was a grras. djseaied. old naan 
by the time she married him, ban on be h-nd been young* 
vatiio :am.L dyniitok;. 

All he riitaaned in hia -old age iVns the rulhlc&s drivpn-g 
forer which hcid made an ill eg i limit I e child horn in She 
•A \irrth of C h iv :* go one of I he rrcbest men an America, 

Hetjy *ixn4*ud ham. 

H-f saw ihr^tsgh her from The very beginning, summed 
up her Falhnir Coo lavish Hattaay. her ingraLialinit aLI jinde 4 
and her Slllinbhng. amateurish fliUtlnTangS or «S. 

J Vou would nov he told her inter, ’have deceived a hoy 
jisKl down Srom College leE alone j man of espenenci ■ho 
could, ii I hL».J w«in Led le, have brought up every t>Ll of 
lna*h and half the virgin■_ ict Slew York-' 

Clement Hay Eon knew ihnt Hfe3ty w&i out rViT mlfri«gc 
nnrt because he was tired, old, nric.1 cXErertl^ly lonely he 
wan [prepared to £ r ivc hci whsit she w-anled. 

He talked 1 rankly IQ hnr add he likoti it when she was 
frijai k with him. 

’I r m not going 10 live Edmg./ h-c v:ifd. "I"ve paid the best 
doflfon to tell me the Emth anti I'm not a Em, hi to heir tt> 
VV-ilh the diihacs I leave mJ-und yon con get anything in 
the taofJiJ: h L n (he poinl it, birney. yOLLv.:: Eo aim higll 

■emu ugh to keep t3ae game u rmisring- 

'The things you gel Jon easily turn scior in your 
month—HO One known rhtiH heller ihan ] do—hlal evs>n 
with money yon Cum f,nl P unless yon arc Ont >haPper ihun 
■he olher person, just ihn-t hif ahead all the time.' 

I Felly lisEcncii In hrm and believed him She mut his 
friends and Jcamt from, them how cleverly Ckcncm 
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Ff:iylrvn ^^■! rrtanniKd to ttc-p nftD ahcsiET of the 4-1 her fel¬ 
low Jill hit tiffin 

.She: le.Lfnr, l:i>o fc iti Sdrn ktp n pczoOfi very quickly, |u find 
hi 5 weak ipu-t and Co exploit i! to that every Came Lt proved 
a Eiump card in hef h^mL 

Now fhe had rnnoG-y Hetty leered fostnd for *hc =>c.*1 
«ep rind il tfudii’E talm (ter 3 on a to ttinihld whnl a I ml waK 

SiXietyl Duep down Eei her ccmiiiiciuarra^ wm tin; mem¬ 
ory riif a raised little Irish (prl CTtmfng tfa« AlEnnlic. 

■SThe lj.sUI *iijfl smell ihin. Ibnal, Ihe kCeneh of the Tdrer- 
iij0c« mih 3 :e£l the ftur and horror of her Ehlldlth heiarir jl 
fear lTi,il nbc CLmSd not express but sensed fua il wib com- 
rnunicsl-tfd fr^m her mother^—I mt of the fulure. 

Not exactly of the ilarvnfnon—they had been nenf 10 
Ihut i.■■flirt ciiH>Li;ih: esi-I eiauCJy gf jihys:i!:i! hull — she- Imd 
known blow-. and p^ln ever -;inen- the wa* -i child- No. ft 
W’-it morn than Bilal—it was the tumor of bernjg the u rider- 
dog, tbc f-»:nr of bcinc Iminplcd down, of being Unsble «i 
me. to keep fitting,. to sfnlke buck. 

FearJ Fesr ha-unting. hef throiigli *11 b*r childhood, and 
combined with it the smell of oil and slckncs-b and Lftfr 
MoiKc and vihraMon of cn^mei! 

|h.-n Nt-w York! . .. aho asm^hine on incTettiMy tuft* 
guttering buddinga ... puvenreerta and people . . . ^ 
raise less hnsire and ha trie _ . _ and yet osier it aJ3 I be smell 
of crUp 4=i5an air. 

11 wsn jEE vjlsI, bnp^flln-f and mugnittpeni., *md iherc w-tti 

horn tn ih^n bn he Tosh enngTaoi the dedre to he mugruft- 
tenC too r Co be on Top of thsH wonderful n^w world rather 
chi i ii iindcmealb—io he somebody. 

r 17icy‘nt fiisi pHcs^fiil f Cl cm cm Huy ion hrnl 1 ^d (o her 
Ofttc when she ■■■■■as pi-Nisg Ovtr j dapiclin^ im¬ 

portant social iEjs;. at Palm ifea-ctc 'Jijn? pfrupse. N-ever forget 
thytl.' 

Ami M e tty never had fcrpcite-n 3t r 

Qaee in ihc C.imdoh «£L«in, when she had hecn wvulmgj 
£ .M a null tones a on one side of hei. e Cbuntcajs hearing one 
of the aidant names ip EngSEsh hUtory on the other, 

Hud ■-rer: -ip;is-r*;i>L:htrig jhc m^isl popillw und bcii-Lo^k in& 
nr rcij^riinej moiuuchiu 
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Th^a evening h.m.1 been p dimsiK m Hetty"* career. she 
fmd worked hnrtl for id. Jnii il wm*. Clcmonl Hm’U'h^ dafl- 
|rir!| which Jind brought her n phi.: j in the hue oF ihovj Ed 
be pFOCTIttfd. 

Oerhcni n .tunin'* dollars. made cruelly ^nd often be^ii- 
jalfy. Tiln ile by The shrewd bard dcuJfnpi which had injured 
imd crippled ihoustends of people. 

Now bcbig ^ivi^lv l“>. p-_- ndert by his -wife tfi hn-htcring 

Lip : t ! 131 c it V i TfH ri I Pi -h je , 1 w.f- I ■ * L .i re 5 PJ :._■ sI: El lie 

children—jtraE ■*ilj eh & child Clement Haylon h^d imec. 
been hlrmoeEf. 

And ^ Hetty WArted H oonteiouti for :l momtHE of n *nd- 
dvn singing tci her i.-itr* And a failing m her kn*> 4 A now that 
the OCtBJiun bar which sh u had strained c - dry Fierce '.vaj 
upon her, ^he heard CFemeni HAykni'i husky vocce Haying; 

" the *Te Jimt people, my dear, fiitsc people." 

Hnw easy M hud been really, Once started, nnee one ru- 
atteeti she |r«J of people, once one had found that anevi- 
i&h'rc weal: hpoP Money money, and mure morncy, 

Was there a dour m Ljoudon ihfiE could not be opened 
wiili a golden key? If there wa-s* lleLiy hail no! found ti_ 
She became: a legend. 

“IF you wane to meet ihc nc^ AmbaAsadcir.. you"EL find 
him ihi Hetty IP ivTn-n- " 

They say Ehc Shu b <if Persia has- arrived in Ijmdrni?-— 
rift# up Hedty H^'taa, 5 he t l| know 3t"s ten to one he's 
Itinuhjnp there. un-ywMy.' 

DipEo-m als had Jouml 1 1 couvtsntenl lo use her and al- 
tbnLfcph some it I d he older urigi-.MrrQey hjitL tried In nuLke it 
dLt’FlcuJt aa flrpj, they, Min had gTiiLELtullv ea p ittiLnled 

'Your daughter Fulk %utih a lovely v- ieir _ . . whal n phy 
Nhli hasn't had H trained Bui I mosa nsk Signor Marmd lo 
arrj»n^e M. Now don' l you worry a bom the fees, I assure 
yui] he'll do it for me :i^ ii pEeasnre itnd. rraiywuy., hi 1 *™ 
could one depiy Mich :i lovely child be* eh.;nee— h would, 
he *.i crime upninm *irt!“ 

Music les-unS . . . school fees _ , *. aliid fte^ . . . -siihsc-rip- 
tkms ami aHowii-noes . _ Ehc rhin^v H^jev p:dd r^^r E3io?.e 

firs 1 years in i -n-ndon! S'oTnelLmes she womJereii la^rsclf 
where tbey wOuJd ever end. 
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And ("he mbbUh kite bought but wiitch wju. worth n± 
weight in geld in trih-sr way*—picldtfcS . i . ffrat edi- 
ttcuaij , „ . Eatifiicai building . - . silver - . , brasn . . - 

Ei wa* tysE raordLemry how a badly [Liked tiaLniborough 
tnukl -p^nve cj^n sesame inlo h. circle which Stad dona 
its best id hnr her out, but nulhimg and nobody cuuld 
ct i."ii I llh! I y keep HpEly HbVEGb b< bay. 

Her parties- (mramc I lire vofltc. ^mettrora when the 
read ibe EEse of her giaE^ta breughi to bur every momting 
a tier breakfast by Alice Farley, she wtmtd lie bsflfii a gains I 
her luce pillow* and womiler Lf It urn* rertDy true. 

Kelly Huyl dh ejiiarlAin!i ng chi- Ouke of chib imd the Foil 
of thui . . . Hetty Hayloft whose borne a new European 
Ambassador would muke his ttrec n p pc Ufa nee after present¬ 
ing hi* t-redtsmiLiEi q; SU Janies"? Pal-uee- . - * 

1 [etly 1-1 ayEon who would emertacn. c^rttdaJJy and In- 
formerly butt ihc uncrowned bradi off Ewn^pfi and ap pear 
to think ciothing of it. 

It wn» funny, witsjtiin|ly funny really, only aJic hod no 

OCIe Wilh whom to I augh 

ioiralijises se seemed lo her th.it 5hr missed CJlc ErteiH 

Hayton Lrahetiruhly How he woidd h&ve enjoyed rh is-— 

and yet the knew wiih ih.ia asm nil common pI hers 

Lbal this could never have happened while Clement lived. 

Net aft the gr-ld in ihe world would have persuaded 
jWople :..ji accepf shal eoanc. diseased old trraxi_ 

With her it w^s different. she h .id hcL-n cducuCcct m 
jx^iranees ns vMl -ii in m.inner*, her fJfltlMA HDd jewel* 
pm; rifLhc- th* choice or expert*—I hjt ernmner held 
just the a pi proved fhhd cf arrogant insolence In sjfpc-^sr dis¬ 
cern tagly well bced_ 

3hc kepi lo ihe accepted uncial tCandurd lit puhHc 1C 
Was Only Ln private that she -icudd cock _i anOOSi -\l the 

tranivaj^red efe^Hitce off Hetty HayttitVi ihe coe moped iLan 
who had ertdc h<?en Heity CTRcdly of Qhln. 

So much achieved! bul there WJia mote In crune, and it 
Wits here that Hem began lo Lb ink about Ohre Ros-s, 

'Mr R-iais ib cominE down tojnornjw. AIcm/ ihc said. 

'He ^ayinr. Mn, HayiurVi 

Ihe Lilm- Room Is empty, isn't il!T 
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Til pus him there/ Alice Fairley Jin*-wcmd. 

Hcicy glanced m the mirror tie I<er iL-flcaHnn, wailed for 
boric look nr <ign Irons Alice. IneiE There was n^nc, 

E wonder what she ihmk-s r she ih lughl sm her-elf. 

Then reaEi-sed U was odd for her to wonder what Alice 
wjis thinking, II she hadn*t I hemp hi in ihc yean film had 
passed, then she mu-st he more of a fowl than Hetiy k-c- 
licved her To he; yet iE she had E-houghl .she would e-crlalnly 
nol have forgotten. 

Aliee neiTf forgtft. The last lime she Lilac Room had 
been URfid hy . , , bul why think about it? 

'WaSkrnv, you r ie taldn^ a very long 1 Elme," Hedy Mid-d 
Ssbarpl y. 

'IV^ fin^hed now. mid-Urn. Thfi«"r very Isidd curl Ln 
your haiT at the back—J think you will have to have an¬ 
other peEtODoenT wave ’ 

VVfltkiny wm, hi Ming Hack. Hetry hated having n permn- 
ficnc wnve and she knew it. 

Iwy k.A.I- men are cousinp today ilnd SlcLLu M*ic&- 
den/ Beity announced- 

"Lady -VTarHcieci!" Alice exclaimed. 

'Yiih, Clive onernfed on her—didiTl I IcTI vdsiT 

"No- 'Cto, you didn’L How inlereMhifl So fJu=Y heEter. is 
sher 

"Arid! kn-nwr? quite well,' He My ihoiP^ht En hcnaflf. "shal 
T dirln'i know lh:u t hve had opr-Fiated on Stella M&fsden, 
Why did I say that? If I go on lEkc chis Alice will know 
I’m making n fool ol myself nhom ihe man/ 

'And aten'l you?' soancthing :t?il:etE inr.sdr her. 

'Which rtK>m is Lady Ma/sdcn lo have 7* Alice Farley 
inquired 

'Oh, die mtiHi Ik: in one r^f She be^r/ 

Thr n- ilrhin roofn, ihco: I ! m glad sh e Fs cnmiriig here- 1 
cm pcci Mr. Pi>-.s w.mis m um: Hint new treaitnacn on her 
ITuiE huj^ arrived from America.’ 

“And a nice J-m of mL-incy il‘s coid me,' Heliy said 
Sharply. "Have I paid for ii yelT 

'You paid i he cheque la-st w^ek — dort T t you r-c-mcriitrer?" 

'How much Wejs it?' H-efety asked., knowing qkiiiie well but 
won sing io have the pleasure ®l hrjftng Alice say ik 
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Two ihottSflfid five dollars-/ 

"WcJL 3 hope Cli^e pf ple.fl*eJ. ih»r« >11/ 

T l 3c uiPgtir to -be/ Mice F#rlcy laid, 'indeed Sac ou^bi co 
bt" 

Hetiy got up wish ffi "self-intEsfic-d sagh_ 

^nwrri/i no crnivalescetif home En the ■ecuntry ttwrt has 
the cqupprncnP fva prot-aded here/ 

^Everyone- myi* that/ Alice wild cajpexly. 'Efcon/t y<rtt 
remtiiifcr the Prune bf fruiter, . *. / 

"V-en, yea, 3 remfcctLbcr/ Hetsy FiiiH ’But dtr you (dunk dial 

Clive rcaliteii ell I have- done for him?* 

Tm n*rt Mr ftd** 1* grateful. 1 

Tis certainty dd-erai't oVef'*iIabot*te the point/ 

"Mr, Minna j* .i Soot/ 

■Whut"* th.d,E jtot to -do with ft?" 

"1 hts Scat* arc mu demMgJnilfrc/ 

"l-tmra." Ilcliy Ehn-uirbt back. Dei you r Lord 

B-irrieb?— lac we* -ccnnSfily demo h it rati we crtoujihr 
She looked lit ASlcitS face nod burnt uul laUgLihmg. 

She wti -1 nl wavs safe iih 1-ca*e Alice on thus particular 
pci nl sv liicli cflibtrr iiwd And annoyed her. 

Jt happened s-rsnn \ii ter Heliv bed com-c lo I .on don and 
Alice bad been wish Met only a few week^. Hetty was tsnly 
Fcvlln n her Winy fr-cim n p.il;Ui:d suite al A mei- 

S-ilux had ctj-rac up that lord Uvirra gh wanEed Eo site her- 
’VVbcp H L>rJ B&rragh and who £ia* sen t h bm7' she asked 
Alice- wbn whk an m-yrtiflcd as ::fofr Meus hcrjcll, 

I ■ ?rd fiomipb hnd been unm > iaimed He- wpei a charm ing 
ycnin-K mnn who (eld Hetty Eh&a b^ basl heard hmh Lif her 
charm.* an d of her geoerc-risy. 

He told her quite frankly lhat fve b.id h«n adv^-rd r-p 
stv her. he Wii* crtllecirrtgt Pot □ tpe-uiiil ihurily of which 
he ■Pp’aa the Chairman—afterwards ihaa eoutd ne^er 
ber whai the -charity was. 

"Now we baye met/ be anid, "pcrbnp* yn-u will do tm 
die horuiur of ifiinin.gr wrch my family one iran |ngr 

Heity wna fftsCcfmced and enlhttiHcd_ L-^rd tti>rni gh kfl 
«MEh :i -zbcctue for Ehrcc liundred pounds. 

Ha for^cn la tcavc bis: addrys* unJ (Jiiey never heard nf 
bJm n^auin when ti>v cbeciLw: came huck fiotu flic 
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brink, duly emJcirwiI, having been cashed within ten miii- 
ui£* si r hi* kmfehip’n interview wU h Hetly. 

Alice blamed hrnwJf. 

*] nijgFiC <n ha vc kfMWtti* -he 'mid- and 'she- bought a tle- 
bnell and a f¥ht/i Wfrc? the :-aj~nc day. 

Hetty had Jenmed her teson-. she Was nett in ^uch a 
liunry iti write cheques Ln the future. She paid., but hhe 
paid when -die had received somiiihiti.gr in return. Tbr t* nrd 
want round quickly. 

'My dear, rdutll gEvc you hundreds if you ailc her. but 
shell expect an come to cftftnrr for il firvt and if in 
Worth-W Title ihc^ll often add nntnher hundred' — H depends 
•ft hum you :i> k her to meet. 1 

That was before Hnlty feerreaf beciinur ^Eclusave. The 
gossip writers, the hangers-on and (he aristocracy who 
were rfowm nn (heir uppers, had a fine lime those ftrst 
ytf.!i in I.oniJrFJi and they made ihc most of it. 

Then ^rntfually-—*o gradiULMy that c^aid«n fenTdiy no- 

Ttcc-d the Ernniiijti^iri -5-tagL-—Hetty became powerful. Frtm 
asking favours *bc was dispensing Hhem_ from. feeing 
she became difhcuJt, from wanting thinp^ she had gu?c 
them. 

SVcIL E hope Clive if grateful.’ Hatty repeat«Ll_ 

Sh*: ptftvn her reflection in thp Locikins-gkiJig □ Ixt^t glance. 
■cCsslu I woman. 

At Loaty she was a wry pretty, very srotut and very sui> 
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SEeHu, Marxian awoke early mid hiy quiedy LrtkLne in her 
flirjnuudmgSs 

Slit had fecL-n hx* exhausted the ni^hl before when =hc 
arrived at Trenton Park |n care where she wn£ so long as 
she could close her eyes, and: sleep. 

Now *bn; luokeii round her and noted in the pale light 
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comma through thn lilt curtc m = final tiie r&ofm s>h±i oec-u- 
pied w*i fcwh Imniptuiil flftdi beniUiilMl. 

The pfiarpiejt hreeicc! blew Eh£ oursum■■ forward and each 
ti^e they movtJ more ef the rooen wn& revealed iti Stella. 

The greiL bed in which ^hc lay—of curved wood paint¬ 
ed gold -vitfi chiffon n-rvd -jUle h^mgio^ suspended from a 
canopy Edmpoc-cd of trumpeting- an^eLs nnd gill delphlm; 
ihc EumEtuFiz which rrmiched the bed—nsairble (iibjt: topi 
resting on a piofu-iicia of dolphin*. cuprclsu and har<s~ 
brewed gpoddesieE. 

"!'!'« florid* iwld yet it h s lovefy, 1, blell.i thdu^hE. 

T'renEori Part! SEelln ihekEc hersell think of ibe mime 

and liieo she remembered Mrs. HsyTon, 

Of course—il W:::, she Whi) had brugfit it years 

bef^itc life wur from a l^mdy who had owned it for ifiimy 

Steals renwndKced the comutenh about Lt at ihe irme* 
I he talk of how the anecilral homes nf Fnjstand wore- not 

only becoming Amccfcwised but kisifiy Ihctr histodeal sJg- 
uitoce, 

H-stry Hayton herself, Stella thought, wita «. tiresnaie 
fti'raia. She remembered meeting her onre or L'.ncc and 
did-i kan-p her. r>htr had always- refitied the invilatfoqu in her 
cpcctitcular and much publicised patties. 

Philip had gone to Mnrte of them but she had preferred 
io steer clear nf 'tha- Hetty i-faySnn sot", 

Funny how hxunUEurfchly long: ago rh&t ™rt of thing 
ioeancdi—iets and cliques.., social intrigue—haw ^he had 
fcisdbed every moment of It and yet bow esS4-nLi.nl it w-jvs to 
most of bier friends. And now hcr^ she w*a in HcSty Hay* 
ton’s house.. 

That wsfln'r In melin lhnt nhe Wai content tp drift h\$ck 
Into rbe sauna licde wo-rld igLitre 

Clive Ross had sent hei here and Clive Rnss would ham 
to protect her—^ml yd supposing ho dkieT or couldn't* 

did Lr mnuert 

^LeUa let herself sEhk d&wn Into her pillnwi. 

AVbar docs sL mutCcr? 1 she asked- "Wliat. Ehn fagE E dunci 
Unythittg matter?" 

13 Only she had heeR :ihJe to ^Le ji_s *hq tu*d waREed* 
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Death? Cc#uTd anything in ihe world be m-r^es desirable?-— 

(O escape from. everything* and I. ram nncseJi. Bn find tv~ 

lease fmni ihiz almost LQl^JfllUe burden oE E k u-L l r l g ;md 

Fill fe fin g_ 

SdtJJji shut her eyes. 

Oil, Eo sink away Tntn (he darkne^, Bo dlifirttrfTrn fc. 10 
desire n oiMng, to knew that finally and irTcCrwr-.r-ibl y rvn-e 
liad reached the end of a chapter. Bui her mind held bee 
juM-t vm firmly as her body eDcompa=.sed he r mm cl 

She feh Lhtf fifribileS-s Of the morning- tifette im her 
there waa the f^mnee of Et-owcra P the rustle nl the 
Curtains m^vin^; and far a Why in the dist-an c*r the burr of a 
mowing machEn-e tolting the .yram. life went on and— 
there n o escape yet, 

Stella heard the nurec cuter the room and WnEehcd her 
draw back the curtains 

"You vt had a good night . 1 sh*? 5 =a^d -cheerily- h Np painT 

'Nothing very bad/ Stella Answered. ^Fhe sleeping 
draught you gave me last night wsa she besl I've had." 

'Mr, kfwi W4i sure St would juit youy Lhv fc nurse an¬ 
swered. TB Cell him when he comes today that be was 
right.’ 

"Ijs he coming toduyT ’ 1 

“He is. and I believe hc'a eorng to prescribe a special 
treatment for vou. gometh-eng very n-cw which has only re¬ 
cently eTT+ved here from America. - 

The nurse spoke as if she was offering her parent somn- 
(blng particiaS&rly -succufeni and dtliclou?. Stella turned her 
head away wiLh a weariness which, held in it scraaething of 
dismay. 

She liiilnlB. want Special Ircatiriciit, 'hn wauled So he □(- 
lowed io die wiabom thought and without interference aa 
she had lain fur the la* L four wcc1el= . 

If anyon-e but Clive R-crcs hud attended me P * nhc fhougbt- 
"I should have died. It would be }usl my luck £ot him trs 
he there oE all unexpected places as that particular mu- 
merrL* 

She knew entice well thal the nuirats looked on the oper¬ 
ation he h.Ld -performed on. her a?i Homeihing of u mi fade, 

Ml's simply am a fl ing whal he can do ; 1 her dity-nurH: had 
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tnlti tier in an outburst of enilumtasjlfi which wmiM n^t be 
re-preyed 'T 3^ liJemMy l^oiisl fueled yuu-T body (Steide, Bui 
chan Mr, Ren* ha* allsatt re vn-1 ui i vm^d abr&cry in iht* 
country, rnsrse of UW tuivc tv-er Anythin# lik* ie. 

Tic seems C& mould the muscles- and tissue; buck "uraio 
their proper shape. If 1 you, "Lindy Mppfcdeii. I 

wcnildn'i Imnw how lo m thank him,' 

They thought her impTaU-lul, SieUa kn-ew ihnl. Lind she 
supposed she was. 

If sHe hod *o live *foe wra* gh'Lrf chat CL^-c R^jh would 

Cvennj-iMv fflatc Purr body efi FVHPfr&hJc* or-—u-i- one 
put il—"aJmmt better Ihut neW. 

Hui she didn’t wjuiI lo live atvet -hr resumed hi-, having: 
been tfwre to proveni her From dy iny. Pe<ir Ii tile Richard¬ 
son. 1* hi lo-faced rUftd aJJ^Oln., he w^iiEdn't h~iv C Irnnvrn 
ho™ io treat htr ClUvn R^s* knew, and Cirve Ross tui-d Jip- 
pa ready done the ■ m prwsih Je! 

’Hl>w liresocne, how 1n6sferiag «ml mb** rue live or him t 1 
nhc cried. 

Vet she knew tn her heriTt that h wjls nothin c In rfo 
wilh her particularly, hr w-rnild tiflvo ereaj-pd r^y woman 
Ehtf «^m* Jhcre wuh e^tne force within him which 

liked hi defeat deulh, fo snatch a victim ;iway (ram ihe 
Lli-c viUttdc ai lbe eleventh hour, 

She rciflentbered the fif*a time, ind*^l rbe only lime, 
Ih-nt i-hc had met Clive Rows in (he past. One r*( Philipp 
■friends'' hfsij bn-d an accident while Di^n Ros*. bnd 

been called in. 

Stellii bad met him on the stairs. She would have pinsed , 
bins wi th & s<i rm;,l irr*e|mg if he had IKK stopped. 

’When i arrived here (his m-nming. I wly M:«fttkn. r he 
said, "I nearly fcrtOCJw*! down One tel your do?;-- :h I Jtout 
up eo the linor. 3r ™ a eSrv^ thing and if you will fot- 
k^ve my suj:^e.-?tLh g ii 7 no- dog oLiifbt lo he avowed uuhside 
h Lomdnn house except on n lend. 1 ' 

Stril-i looked at him-coldly. 

Tr mvat have; cseajfWtJ from the terrum** e .fie- HMid. T 
Wdl-ip^fck About it," 

Her tone h^rf bc-rrc inchfferen t .-md Clive wouPiJ have 
Un ned away; then be stripped. 




'Ymi nre f'.-m J of dogs?' he finked. 

He looted hi hep and ■( kerned U> her ihiil in th-Mt Frt- 
aianf as rf he look-ed Jeep down into her mind. 4w I he 
Stripped aside Ebc ^rpcrflrtal hfftoty imd ek^M-nCC of hef 
tippiff a Trraiice b it He *nw what Wsit in her heart. 

DesplUl years of Bruin cog. despite the building up of 
what ^hc hc-l ii'vcJ wits uo tfftpctietriihSe rtHrvc„ she *pok* 
impuEai^cly. 

'I u¥ed to he r * 

Get out more—rate them for waiks. IE you cam ^pare n 
wcolt-eod_ glvr vounreli and. the poor EleiLo 4e tflln a run 
wiEhottC ih-dr tea da an the countryside/ 

He wire gone before she CouFd answer hirrt_ 

She had stood -.UEE where he had left he r. fe^lin!- i?nri- 
nnVIy shaken- +iwitre thru for the firrt lime for yc-ars 
nody h id known the truth about her, hud *ecn how near 
%foz waa to breaking-point. 

She hadn"t c^-rn known Mr ■name until PSiiLrp had sold 
her. iidiLi n g a few words regarding his repuiij I Ido • 

■Clive R.n.i4 ? —she h^d never forgot ten F and tuna knrm™ 
hins in riuiC first mnmerit of ennsciOiuneiH when Tied 
found him kneeling hes-ldc her and had guessed that he 
meant lo drag her back by some magic .’? hiri, CnVn fmia 
wluu had been lo ^ery nearly th merciful reJcfisr. . , 

"Mri, HaytOn hiL5 sent you a meSsjiGe/ Kurse w AS-savin & 
E She Raid if there was anylhing yon liked would you please 
ask for Ft She to see yon when you ftre Mrortg 

enough lo iutve visitors." 

’Tbank her/ SleEia ^-md perfunctorily; 

"And is there anything you would aike?" Nunc :iaked 
checelly, 

Stella shook, her head. *iht imagined there was a faint 
dlt appointment on ilie nuivCa E^re. 

"Perhaps Hhe."* wfhihing she eoaild be asked the same 
question/ -S i uJ I r» ihougbL 

^he wnndtfred what ihe nur.^e wcfuEd ask for. Clothes? 
-, „ diamonds? ..,*[?* there anythin# ymi would hke. any- 
thine in She world?" What woman wouEd not respond to 
*UCh n question, except herself? 

J Give me dc-uh . 1 Wh&l an answer to a slnipFe quustionl 
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Shu :i'4r^d ft finK r on-e [Klimt -one rnjuTt—Clive 

Ri^-. anti he lasd refused Ft her. 

Tile m-ifMi dame buck mh> the room. 

'Now vs-:: mu-sl you. look beautiful/ she said. 'Whnt 

co-louied nightgawn 3.m:l dressing-picket would you like Co 
we.tr loday?’ 

SlcSIa Set her Fi p «.„ in a hard line, 

"I w-nn'E be coerced into making dechinn*/ 5 hs- ih-uujcht 
tn herseif, 'it’s part of Lbcir plan io make ihn padc-M LnPer- 
L'_ 

Then *he had □ bidden viiaon of hcr^clF whh iCMtiit- 
p rented lips. ttiLky. lak< a nAirjshfy child, IE wai all ro law* 
mdisi bn£!„ *p unncceiiarv and iFres-nmc. 

‘Fink will do. 1 she ^al-d, saying I he first Colour whkh 
Came mt-n he \ head. 

Ap-p^Temly NTirse salMied for ihe rnemnu. 

‘I Imped j'Od'J siiy tliid/ s3hr escl^bv .1. 'il wF|1 £.0 w ell 
wb h Ihc reMin, won'i it? There- are I he most lively flo^etr* 
wii ilrng For you O-uUnid nnd a delicidy?. litis,ik t"-i:stl, hot 
yma“|l feel mufC hke rhaP .if Per I’ve washed ynU H 

"If only C couhl hi SHifl^Eiwslbed ftgairrtt all ctu5P F Stella 
foured *he had spoken her thought aloud. 

"Now, I Jidy Nfnri-den. v-maVe yjrA to mrtke a little effort 
you know, you emn’e mtikt Hi do ill the work For you 
Th.HT A jnsr w h=! 1 Mr, Ro:-:^ s.=h1 I W-n days agn—"She's got 
lo Tiuike an effort for bcrsefefV 

‘And rf I doin d* 

'Ob. heap you will: everyone doe* what Sir Rivt* wnirti/ 

■Wind am IrnpossiNe person he nulst he at h^me. 1 

"Ob, 1 don’t know, w*! nil thfnk Iye'% wonderful. Some- 
Eitnt- he\ ihiupi net. I tlFlTlculi with his mirv;:- but then Oarc 
dicri forgive :my thi-ng -t a man who in hrilHa-nn l« rhid J 

' 1-5 brilliance En dheelic-n att e-Kcust For & irjct of 
vi« ire in tmulher 1 ? 1 Si cite a^kcJ. 

Tile nsJTac Incited at her imcomprehcmlinjsFy. 

■f dOn'l I hint Vfr ftoss lacks any virtue/ she *inid. 

Su l!a Crij-^ud her L-yes .Shp lei the miF.s£ move her abend 
and wash h-zr n% iF ?:.hc= wete an inanEmPkle fuirn- 

She knew e! $he lay With chosad eye . -.lu; wonid ftiH be 
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opokcn In nnd for rhe titfirocnl she cuuld riot prevent her 
ftWJ-i 1 ho-ngh ts JkxHfing. n ver her. 

Prill iarvee 1 krilhnnce of bruin ^tid htftc-lfoct! How ofien 
luuJ rmide ihrK an excuse lei JaerseM, iLaCmniaJ U> it 34 3D 
c;tc«s.: from olber penple 

'Em lhen, Philip's fo brill inut," 

Of cou rse P Sir Philip brjliiinl' ian p t he, Lady Mum- 

denF 

The glttlermg: surface. the dLi^lLnc! t iniet which diislFSLcE- 
ctl one's eyes from what lay beneath, 

And behind 1 he lip SCfvfce, the praise ccimEnjt hd Excltey 
act fmm conviction hut because ir w:us the fashionable 
ah in# to do. --hi* tunj the cynical wiflfin attd—wh.il 

Was harder Iti bear—ihe eftmpassion and sympathy, 

RfiNi&ntP Brilliant’ Oriaiiantl—bow vft c luiilbcd the 
word, it haunted her, Philip's hriirEantse. his anudnp men¬ 
tal powers, h\~. mteflipente, hrs CUllur*?, his int-L-IJuctnnl- 
bm- nil dint and so much more l+wtdw. 

So much iTine she knew hut ether people only jessed 
at. So much which bad drained ell happiness Iron a her at 
tweniy-two Afi%l left her—a bcaulifUl woman* but only a 
husk. 

She would never gorget her firat cneTmnTfr ™-n1 h Philip 1 * 
tmJliftnee—thru word mu** always be iner*td Usably con- 
neeiu-d in hi?r mind with him. 

Their uneeling wn-s convernkmal 3 cynical prelude, per¬ 
haps to unccmveniE anility—at one oe Eh^ fim balls -ihc 
had crcr attended in London,. 

She b.uJ been so escii«3 ui recelvmH an InrvfiatfD-ti from 

a gao den other who, ivilb the exception of an expensively-- 
bound prayer-hook which she hud received fin her KHlfir- 
m a si on- lad ignored her connistnady sinoe ah* had been. 
chrULened.. 

It Bium have been by sheer chimee that nbe had been 
Ksked fin this oficusiorL 


Ethie ha,i a daiighEcr—laa/ji ask: her. We're it jprt abort 
find juci dentally I believe she'i nay godchild.' 

Just cJmhk* rhut she hiid hcco in^Fied nt pH; perhaps her 

go dmu titer, has hi marble., ciiti_tb!. and wadi nfi parlieular kn- 
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pu'r-c cl kindliness been ulnncing. ihron^h the K r s In 

her address hop>k. 

There ws* no TtinStMa-blfl eapEnnahOa why .l Millie toim- 
irv bfelEtiplun ■■houtd hnve been invited Eo ape dM ibe WHtfM 
brrHianl. balls of the Ijcmdnn season. 

She had been, relueaum lo go at flhst—Ebo usunl ehw, 

Tvu g«1 hOEhcOlf 30 Vr^af.. 1 

Blit her mOlhor Shat! sum^Ce-d — bo utn'k so awdcc, and 
ko ulierly unworldly If! her ItiRrSlftUtie- 

‘Our link Scdlrt Wntild Icwh feemdy wbatervec She wore- 
wouldn't nh^ AnhurF 

'Vow'll he U*e belle of the hail, rny dear, jusi rta your 
marhef wiii fifty yean- ago wheEL I first saw her.' 

She could .fte* rhe ctecr o3d eouple were ptantring Mich 
flippy rLNnn.nl ie things for her and SOmthtsW she had , 
^tOWn eft-cited herself r redeeline iheir ^nrSLLisi.LMO. 

lr w.a* a mi.=iakc. Sletta lhc^sh.t a |is lsii ufily dUihl of 
old i^rerats, 

1C bad emTi been ftra r fag It. ihey had hived children, ;il- 
wi i;-.v vrjuiled them, frui ji him [in £ necJdccU find c rippled 
her T^otbrir far y-ttr*-. ihen imMtSiMtwIly, when doctor = i f- 
Ter d-r-e-Eof hud Icicd and faiieth one Scfi&tteded in getting 
her tight, 

Quite ii di|-lir fNpcfsiiOEt and Shn-llfi wi>* (wm, tiut Ijdy 
Knowhes: wo* lew frail lo have any more children.. 

Their ori.e ewe hiioh. petted, cossetei. 1 . brought up in an 
nlmrul tfVEawhcltfiinjt al mnsph'rre for Fnvc and aETccliocv— 
they had Ulp.c-i i l for jiniili-J ffiriS iheir child Would be 
V&o 111 i f s i!. hui how boa initial ihey had r i ■.: idea until aEler 

ihe married Philip. 

Then the whole social world acclaimed wile! they had 
Jeep: to (hemselven. ill eE sc old Manor HiUtvj among ihc Of 1 - 
churds *if PIcfePordshtEe- 

[1 had been a sEruggle to find a efr-fci* d'tfr ihtrl dance,. 
Stellw recEHmahtred. 

l Voii tiiLLil hjL^e iomethin^ really lonely.' her p;ueaU 
D D. r C 1 ed r 

The quasi in n wa,a r ho tv was ia To be paid for? 

Her mothef> opc-rntEo-rna liad eBflefi heavily into -what 
fisniJurtEng ClpliaE 3hc family Occtcralioeia of eX* 
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ImvHjtxurt KnowLcscs hnd ilas-iip ntcd a fortune whb h had 
been founded in the reipi of Qtuicn tili*aiitfih, 

Oocc ihey had lived eev iptcnduur, pwn^n of wuse fA-tnlea 
and flue: bouses; now the liiwxr House and a few acres ol 
Lund v*-€*rtf nbl lha| rom^med. 

Thti Dower House wan small and hewn e-like, nuf] talent 
indeed for Arthur Knowtej iifid Liu woduui be h:ni lo^d 
nil hij-£ 1 1 1e despite her infirmities. 

S^rtlc^ifnE, EOO, for cbeir daufcbLes - ’Save IhaE occaaicmjdly 
the wimdercd what (he world was like ouHidt. 

Sleflu bad noc been aim bilious or resiles: she had her 
animals—three dogs who wcfc her special eon-ipansen 
they seldom lefl Fh?f side —-and when she felt tfemi tide at 
home wj-i cramping; cr naunolunous she would wy]k oti 
her disconieuc- 

Walk until they were tired and rcmlxo-tc* the wmd on 
her fticc h the sun. on her hmr, She had berm huppy.—how 
happy fthe did not knew uni i I years ].;■ Ler. 

'llie dress which when ihey fin-illy —il mean! ft 

*p«£ia| journey to the big market cowq— hj-d indeed 
■seemed n dream of l^vdincpi. 

"A French model modora/ the saleswoman assured 
fherrr. 

SteEia taamC ?aier how nEleriy En^lEsh berth in eoncep- 
ikm and desiLHi it had been,, hul :tC thaE moment she would 

I hftve believed she ml^nuu if -*he bad been icld it earns 
Itoju ihe moon. 

What matEcr?—il hec-nme "her well top Blight 
II WHa of dfcftcsic While lace and tl trem formed her 
from $ sun-kswfld. healthydwfciog young woman Into 
HJ-jnclTuTiji ethereal a-fid hreath-t^ki'n?. 

Her dark hair—not so dark thal it did not hold at Limes 
glints of liurn-isbed light—was cot and dressed by -ft local 
hair a mamcui c fnr ih.- first tim^ in her life 

Finally Ehe Iraniformnlion eu’fi'aptcta^ Cinderella, 

WKTtU to I i>ndon. 

?=hrs W7\?s iilwfiv^ remember her firo chaaafc impnet- 
rrOtis of a t.pndon baE(n:?oiii!. hcc ieettnj-: of i^ipndiennes 
and PNrr dr-dfe nhovc itl I nlhcn. that Ihe Rroc«d ^hmiild 
upon and swallow her up, of t ha nostalgic limgt&g lor 
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h-.isne, n>r p cis linn Famdiar. (n-i rho*e tftsre.’ uncrit¬ 

ical friends who-h-M b«rn kr'i behind whining laiucrubly. 

Then the ajnaKiriiS ihing h-od hap pened. 

Hl-t goi.iiiii.nbcr bad tioughl her oul _t_t uhe h.»_l stood 
shyly Hh^kjiJl- : young man ten w horn he had hwen Irplso- 
dueeJ ar dinner, vu^xchiiog her brain for ion>cliiLn|c 1 o nny 

to him, 

J Srelhu fny cte^ir," ihe -kO-ft g.o^i-in.g vote*: tfaLmid her at- 

Lcnli-nn_ *SJr PhiLip Mnrtden wants In meet you. PhirLp- 

■pay ffodiintiEhCer, ^teha Knowles" 

"Shall wc dance?' 

She had hardly formed her first Imprewsfons of him be¬ 
fore =h.L B was in Ink aims. 

Tali, thin, am n-xin idy hiLods^me., it noi surprising; 

thaL %hc Found herself i lihlc. looking up. =n ham 

GViih wide blue tyv* and hbi fttiU rclluicb SOeifc hirr bretdh 
awav, 

’Voss nre very knrtSy. S^i of ihe sea, Why haven"! I 
Ktn yu%i before?* 

Hl i had been like a comet flashing across her heaven., 
davzJInE hifcir, nu^-meikici£ fi^r wish Ink brilliance. Ha h.i-d 
c-1 Ifi ifd bn III Ml 0Y that Dilflfrt, at ^ ir had wetned 1o 

bcF. 

She hud felt intoxicated Tvith the excitement of eU She 
h :i 1 1 nol rejiMi^d whuE a iirn^Cknn :-he was Causing 

'V.%:i i-.c [hi; ,:v*r/ ivilh rhiiis^ Sfaisden? T'l-.Vj: danced 
SoRcEhef all She evening 1 I'wr nevcT known Phibp la |*iy 
Miy Attention So anyone ii young as shal before," 

'Of course !m'i hrUbafit, but I'm. glail at'a not my dimgh- 
Txr. 1 

Two years liter she waul'd h a >e Vnp^n vrhsil " hey vvtre 
aayLnjj—then -.he wui concerned wiLh notbLpg hm ihr -il- 
mcJst ■ni-fFdcaiing feeling of excite mem vJijc-h w^s. ri.riug in 
her throat. II Was not surprising ihiiL her eyrs wetv liL>* 
iltaiA, Si Philip told her they were; before Cnc end of their 
bteond liunec mg^ther- 

She ijivuildn'E ".leep ths^t nighr ^br h id been hlFnded, in- 
toil .ec cbCed. ciaExced by ^ brilliancL" .inch as hbc h.id n-ctcr 
imagiiLed^ non evyn in Itex dreasm,, 
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Clive Ross firtLsIsetl Ins e^minAtfcm and wiLh n \1ifthi pic¬ 
ture dismissed Lhc nur.w from ihv rtwm, 

When she had gone he Blond for a momettl look i n ij 
dmvn a I. S 5 ella r Ihen dr-L-w up u. izhujr Eu 9J1 dewn besi de 
tllL- bed. 

'I warn Eo 1 -aFk to you.* 

StclEn looked at him und J* frunf amll* touched her tips. 

A You ntedn'E Say 1L P B *ho r^phed. 

Then why Llon’f yon iry?" Clive asked. "You know -n 
Well 4 ls I -dp lhar I eari’a dn :i 11 ibe work fssr you. 'Hie Op- 
emtlPn bus hecn sun^^fklL' 

"Yes, I tnow,’ 5tell?i wiid. 'As she nurses have lold me 11 
ihousarisl Eiane-*—il il bni-Fn'l been Fcit you 3 shocatd have 
been de-id . . - if ic hadn'i been for yon 1 sSiontd have been 
i? cripple for life . . . in' ic hadn't been for you I Should 
never linvc been Able to wnlk Again! I have to ihumk y-^a 
for hvf&ft and for rrKiVing, hut store v frankly. „ ■ / 

'Yon lion'i wont Eo do cUNk’ 

right, you trtow I be ^n^wtra too, 50 don "i lei's 
worry about ihe lilEle talk." 

Oive (rowneib somehow it made him look merely nnn- 
pktssed, nos formidable, 

'You pms^lc me. Lady Mar&den/ 

B t>m5s it nmnett 

S'Il-IIjl spoke wcuriSy. 

a H mriELcrs Eu me very nyLLch. If you heard me talking to 
|hg slLid'cr-il-Sp Selling hti-w firsts and fOroirmf il Wax frnpet- 
innt 10 ^,ua the cunfidenci: and co-op*r^Uon .^f ibeir p-i- 
liiinlt. you Wpufcd umicrsajmcl. A* si is P you 4irc making ma 
hct a had sample." 

"Su you ar? uf mid of fading *vberc Vm concerned7" 

"I’m going to fall unless you help me." 

StcrUA smikd iigain, cynically this cime. 
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"If tho p&Ci-c-nT won 1 ! riispond 1.0 diw method, try art- 
CiChirr ■ thL-r* rtne vitriwa jwjuih nf rippi-oath-" 

This-lime C3rv« laughed apontMaerusly 1 . 

'If a dMl-Ot -□ 3 Id-wed eo be realty humaji.' be sa[d H 
"I'd say—Di-c\, Then. and go Co the dcvall" 

f wish yo%t Wi:i,il.:L' SLclln. leSc-uted. 't?\ what I've liwn 
wanting fur a rnan^ time . 1 

But wh V?-—in God’-: nftme why?' C3ive speaking 

with an. -almesl surpirLsrng vaolenoe- 

SceSk %C»rei1 Jit him ami 1&it her cy?i ehi-v-d ^ if '.hn 
was uici tired eo contitiiK the conveRnlion, dive hent For¬ 
ward Over shu bed and fete her puEst- 

"i fc na going to be rude.' be said, ‘and you Won 1 ! like iL 

VrulYfe noc iwrarly as til cow its you. are making younaalf 
think you utu 

"Vou"re noi well by any mcsiin* and you won"! he for t± 
■r*ng lime; hoc we can't kt mauler* rat at ibay are wra 
□an P l aFh'w you Co botd up your own rccnvi'Ty simply 
(hrough lome whim, some fancy of your own 

SlcILn'i, eye* were vriJI eLciscd. Abe made no response. sand 
yet he knew sive was tfirening, 

“YiMi'Vb jtoC so mut h„' ha went on. 'and ^=n much CP look 
forward co, You 4tne a y-dunfr woman with great beamy* 
=ip impenunr position ami* ii popular rumour ii 60 he be¬ 
lieved, gre&E posseted on_4. 

'Yon. can hav^ mnsj ihipgsB Ffi Che world and yet 41 ike 
m intient you arm except to Ik Eurre deb her alert y flghiins 
tesovsiry- because of some ridteulou-s fancy winch rfinkea 
you say you want Id die. Nobody wants Eo die— do- 
body—tf they do T have yd to me^r ibem." 

He paused tuii ns ■she made no fi a CMlfcnued, 

'You imagine you arc unhappy;, you m.iy he_ hut unhap- 
pi ness should nc-t mean defeat; it should stir ■you. to a d«t- 
=dri_- =o escape from ir_ co dbaqner it- lo ettterge ^trouper 
and more M-UTageoui. Forget about ytmpseif for a Uii3a 
while and sec if you I cin help other leas fortumde people.* 

Clie bad spoken qtiUrkiy and wtds ;z force v-fdch m. ik 
hk words *m powcTfnl as to he atnnwit mern^i i-- 

wIieIl- he- neither rus^l hi 3 . voice no? nutde a gtt<-rutv whlk 
spooking. 
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KEellsi i^ve.T, hatl opened m lag strike and he/- gE&neq ws^ 
Jifipid tPfHaTi him, her lijan parted, her Hiui4 ihjOWfi b:u:fr 
ajcainst Hie pUlow,, 

She whs very benufifijr a* ^ha lay illtem, hid «c a 

bcouey which lacked jtll muimtEiorE; it Tnif;h[ have Iveen ihe 
mask of a ffa.ee carved m mar bio by ^nme skilful M ulpL^r. 

As he firtiKhtfd speaking Clive faenl forward rmrl afftcr ,i 
siion [Gluht be &aid a^fUly Jin a toae such as on* would use 
to a recite It null ehild: 

'WKiic do you really warn? won't you cell me?" 

Just for a tnomenE it seemed ^h. Ir SEelhl ^oIul^ lo 

Speak I •/ ->nijr cnil whiil w-i*. rn ber rnnerm-ml frenrr, mid 
then he l^fTiew h*; had failed, her-reserve wa> impenetrable. 

"Ymi know wh-nt 1 want,’ he said dully, and Clive 
conscioi-LK of a sense ef frusl ration,. 

He g^E up trciTu the beds Etfc and walked towards cite 
window, 

"Well, let's, folder 31/ he Hnid al length, with his back to 
the Ii^c3. 'You yre determined ki be one sit my failures, 
l.nrty Marxilen—-T do have ibem ■DecrtsioRDdly.'' 

SEcSta mftde on af^h_ A moment Jaicf he l&rt The room 
and she was alone. 

As be came into Ihe silffn-g.-ronm b lilEle Inter where 
3-fic?ly Haytttn Was wnilm.ts ftir him,, he 1-nOkfid lired. Hetty 
rose tn meet him and drew him over to the babble 
whkih was Faid in fronl of a Io*,i fire. 

"You've hu.ii h lung week," she sati-d ^yfnpaihetteally", 

1 iun pretty tired/ Cliv* ccmfe«^d. l Jt p a nice fo ihijjt 1 
oqjo stlsy here tonight rn the criujil ry ncr/ 

*You know w? love i.-s haw you/ 

She poured olce h_is tea in itn e^tcra large cup ^h-icb was 
kept especially ior his visils. Alice had a bonk In which 
were WriEien Jill the peculiarities and speciiLiilae^ of Lfru 
who fame u> Trent on Park. 

People who liked two h off-wale r-ho liter in [heir beds 
find thti*c who bleed no bol-wjiteF-holtlcs &1 nH: whether 
guest* preferred tea or ooflcc in ihe morning: th-s^c who 
5.c.irti-cl fche Jav wiih orange Juice: the men who** favourite 
reading wuis the fisrwj/dcip/ TjWi; the Women who wanted 
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a -rpecfal tlieS or hot drinking- wnEcr brouijht tn rh-am at 
sti singe houra, t 

1e w,ti ir u%e.f»l hoi tit it rid. cactfclemEmriEy kept by AlEre. 
Hi bad done much to gain Htrtfy her icpiSfcftltcHi frf a pvi- 
letl hoaicss. 

The mnst cam forr able pnl.-icu In Fsirapt/ wpe hnW 
Borneone m :he DJp]t:ni:i,iic Service h^d, once described 
Treruon Part 

3 1 v-nuld hi- difficutl for mo*r jmesas nol So fip_tE eharm- 
fnp; a hnsfes* who gnve them so much ccsa si tie ratine, 

Tiwr fftVflttrrtL- ■-tdrtiii," Hclty S^ict, puling them In 
Clive. 'Cook jnadc ibent ju S4xdn emb dm heard you were 
coming/ 

"Vooj ttia&E tell tnif I apprselHlif thorn./ divo smiled. 

He iplil one open and adiied the ihLok y^Uow butler 
“which came from T-letly Hnyli*i/i herd of pedigree Jersey*. 

■Is U hard Let remlrus Hurra's a Wat on in this hOLRB/ tic 
added.. 

UoJ<r» one Enofes al Lfcmxe pwe hoy# utpsSaln/ dhe pc- 
pHed Mjfriy. 

Clive nodded, jn^E-anlly hcCnmmg the doctor again. 

Tin wcimed JibdUf FlighM .leutepjtnt Jartfii. he bifl 
■TiLCcinjg to treatment ^ h-c Vbeutd/ 

*Bul he wfU« p Hetty naad cheerily. 'Dan - ! you warry, 
Clive deal, he tia^Ei"! been here long enough yeE_ Tree I cm 
P:n'k Pever fiitli" 

"Thai 1 -, Enlc.' f livc oh^co'cd Wilh a noticeable of 

reEiel "! Veep nty Wears! cicfies lor you and ycru wort mir*- 
ckx wjlh cliem." 

*11 b you who wwt rfie miracle */ Hetty rejpFLed. ‘Wa 
tfttrefly try to he3p .-■ liillkr, bui I think we succeed. TTuit 
now nqulpnwqh Tor inrtftnet. ,- / 

"Jfs good, - Clive interjected, ’’very pood. 1 Wan! To Try if 
on Lady MirvJ^n rts s^n a? she b sirnns: enqugh; 

".Arid hem h »ik-mr Si*3]s7 I’m kinfftap tc* her. hiat voir 

ac* how BL-rupulrjug I am to obey your Instruction*, 
said you tnid ordered tin vbiCors,. and uriEiJ y™ coumer- 
man-d she order even 1 keep away/ 

’1 dan 1 ! thusfc ahe; wants to nee rayon e yelp'' Clive mad, 
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There Was n pnlisc while he appeared So be considering: 

a^fniichirip i n tcucl ■. then be ^Etcd: 

Her parents nre ifrrut, yrcrfB ihBVf 

'"Vers-, fairly JeC^mily, fh*Fe was le*-. I ban a year between 
Sheii tfcplha, H-uC wb^il aboul ber very deal* Eric-mi-.. 
wuaddrTr like to *ee clhim—nr ■jbtsuEd, I ^ly him 1 " 

Tfiere wa* an iffinueuLEqk in voice which could 

nfrt be iftfinrcHk but nive did nos pespori4 So is. 

He had mmJc the rule that he would not discuss his pft- 
' health wilh ;mvonL' anil he h:id eslended th*-i rule 
where Ids more vocirtE clienK were involved m thsi Yh-zir 
private lives nrmnined privale *sn lor as he waj eoncemcd 
THk- pi-deed up haa ^up which was now L-mpty 3nd held at 
out to Hcsty^ 

' May I have unnEbesr cup of tea?' 

-t know esittE]y why you sue changing dhe subjecS,' ^hrc 
smiled: "but did you know Ihac JaleLLi was pmciiouLLy titi- 
gaged Co Bertram Aimxtrtm&T 
"The polo player?* 

Hetty nodded. 

"Such a. L“-|inrnun_R hoy. F very body ai-nogined sh:ii ihei" 
ttvic waiting rhe iireu-rib. il of m mrnini nfScr 

Philipp rffiiah. I cnm"r understand what hOsfr Ir.ipprUiod now- 
Hasn-'l he IrterC Co sc-c her?’ 

Ctfve looked ill H^tiy whh one of ih-me sudden smiles 
which inade him krok hi^i m can aCtTacrtive- 
'You know 1 never discuss thenc things.* 

Hetty ^sphed 
YoruVc aiihuffizui 

'I've been sold ihul before. Mmt I jipcdogiic- for if 
ft^iin 7* 

'I conltaM lev being :l very Cslriosiv womsin urn I Tm nett 
lusbiiintcl of it; but if you wans iu Scjunv Lhe loifh. Seelin's 
nur^t Sold me you weft wr.rrltd 3*0141 tier sand I wotuictvd 
if ilac: sti>we-r doe.^s^'L lie with BerLie Armstrong- She wiu 
eitit.-v about him/ 

■Did ym* kniiw her well?" Clive iiikcd. 

Hefty shiTHJk her hernl. 

"Not very. I always found Philip far Ch<* more iffiwtuj 
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at ibe two. A -c-hiirmlTie mim trf gpreat intEfch^eiice—-hi* 
deaih wish j. CrDuedyr" 

Clive snid ni>thmjc rmd ffelEy WenE on: 

'Of oouihc Shere wt-re atori^ ubcuf him;: Ehal tor uni *iar- 
Ofie hear- incredible (aJea abptil anyone m pulrti^ 
life Bind Phtllp wag loo @ot>Ll-tnofc ins mad cch> fluraeasf^l 
nos I a he ■dioE at, * 

Clive pulted OUE has cipftftStc? crLi*. 

'Uc> yon& mind if r smoke .? 1 

“Of ^urw n»S B " 

"You don't, do yfluT 

'No* 1 luLve no pu blic vires/ He LEV a-atd. glibly.. ilk ^ 
hud *a=ii :j Thcmsand iiinon P^fort. md rhen as she wjlidied 
him sirftea mfltch sbe shouyhi suddenly: 

“lieS tnlc rated in Su?lift MmradcTf and ^Ofnc-chl n,i/ enld 
flfid ity flipped Ul Haul pan at her -nnafoeny attach -he 
natled her heart, 

'Tell me what you h:ivc dm etc. tlfs west; *he 

j»lcd brightly, tfcEcrmintd eo take his thim^hts away from 
the woman, up it atm. 

"J m b^ing ridiculons-/ sfre H«ii:| herself; 'Oivc has never 
been kiwiwn io HTc«s rcae oi his awn patient?, ulaercfs rwver 
bt«i si whiTPpcr of KcJindaS utoul him. BnE Siclla Mintkn 
- . . silted damnably beautiful/ 

CMiberiiteE'.- Hetty shook b?c-vi?Tf of ih» imaginings pot' 
zoning her. Kb-c rausfe Cttve Lull; of hit hospital in fjcictdon* 
of ihc experiments he wm mak In r in. the chfcldrra'lfl 
Wiurd—a prtrjccE which: ±he knew was very close lo hit 
heart. 

Bin nil the SLrne al the back of b£-i mind a. queatErho W3fl 
iiskinp itself over ;md over npln, 

For Ehe fkrsl Elmo Eo her Site HcEty was bdcrcited la * 
mm bc-j-aus'j kr was £ non and not bccumse lie had some¬ 
th in jg Eo offer her. 

She conid not remember now when -rhe bad l>e- 
wnw awikte of Clive a* a person rusher Ebert ^ pertoiuilhy- 
She had heard cn him long before she met him t’or ic be- 
C£Ttfc fashionable to jfo to ham. 

Th«a when be wm a.ikccj to operate On s myaj peine* 
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who had a had tfldlor is tan-fcd Min.swHily So the 

pinnacle of ^oeml fame. 

etc VC fed She tegendb about brniwolf by £krinj> coflmiplctcly 
end iin^lf-canKijpwly dklmeresioil in hi* own reputation. 

Afl hi puE it himself, be wii an cKpci'hnenlftEfft; he 
didn't WiinE dimply In build up i huge following because he 
WW a ssiccfissful itifsp&ii, 

Kh job. n =. He -hw ir, wiki lo re^io-ne battered and 
bruised tis-nlc* lei h-cidfh and wvl I-bein.!: whether be did it 
wish his owm *fcill with a Jirwfc or whether he found insmi- 
men is ami Jlppil iiLrtCLH so do it for him was quite immate¬ 
rial. 

There wtre doctors in Barley Street who thought him a 
fool because he wOukl send bVtsy rich p.i tienl* who 
wanted nn operation and m«ike them |.-*kc r. course of 
treatment which would product Ihc effect without 

ttL5 help. 

When he did rtptfnilc. he was, aa the nnrse^i -Raid, mure 
of a w-dpEor than anything else; he moulded n body hack 
to rr^ race form, and h^ own cotfcrtpues averred ib-a! it 
was because of sesnse genius within himself rather Lhim she 
resEilt of surgery. 

As he grew more and more popular Clive re fused to 
tnke Any hliE, the mcsH" serjo-UH, case-.. 

H didn't matter how famous or how jiropoFEanl a patient 
mipht be, unless he considered ihr operation warranted ha$ 
ftpetriat skill tic would Send ihc man. or Woman away LO nn- 
other doctor. 

Lr^icrad of annoying people this merely increased therr 
depart So he nltended by hi rn l.i became not only Ehe 
™n thing eo he opernseil upon by Clive Ross hut 4so iL 
gave- one Che cachet of having been really ill. 

Hetty had nfltnd all this in the agile bnam of htra which 
rocortlcd SnyopH? ol Importance :i£ a. polenticl ace wheels 
she ! night wish to itse autneirmc in the future, 

tlien just before the war started she bad mat nk-c at 
one of my luncheon*/ <lie Halted, "lunctninna to which all 
mp. and Hhe EhopghE him nl tractive:, 

They had talked and she had b-ean f^^cinnted hv him 
that aJlerwisrds she bad found herself thinking Und speeu- 
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I a ting abcnfl the i nil, breti dd*bf?uHered surf^On wi-tfi kxtrt 
c5e-n.r-ciiE fealures and l-ucnj Rcn-dli vc Einjpnrs- 

Hetty allied film 1o aurvehean e he rtJ tisetl- 

Shfi him a^Alji arkl e-nor ugvn h* rc-Fnt^tt n* br^rf 

i]L-te of refusal wriisesi mapef^iinajay La ihc Uaijrd pern™ by 
hin FccrEhiTy. She piqued. 

TJrvesrft ibW man imahae it h an francmr to be finked En 
ore of my I u neb com" site lunctHKVn^ to which nil 

the mo-si imj^T-rrartf people la Lo&dcsa tie deljgbfled m be 
in vi^eal 7* 

She tned dinner wtcli ihc in rot result. 

Il Wji* then Lti.U Hetty Hnytnri became rt:illy InEefetEed. 
Sbe bud boon me ill mosi tuEiaEfrl with the eiise wiiEi vh iih 
Ibe social world bad fallen af her r«i its iht g-asi lev? 
years, She de in-mined to gel hold of Clrvt ftewi, and- when 
UeUy determined aanytkmg; nbsE.acdKfl nev^r proved them¬ 
selves very fOTTnldflble- 

She was xiol ill herself rch chal conTd nol "be the. ubrvimtl 
Way $'i jppr.Tr-idi, huE AM.cc was dl^patoh&d on -n Orrhma 
tsrriEtid uttd cufrkr bnej.; wiib ihe info rnaiiHori -.hi: required. 

Thfirt wjss a child Eh the mew* where Hetty jrapaged her 
esn: wiih somz obscure arEFbciinn of the leg- and thi^h 
which the local debtors bad found hu possible to dia^&osc 
and stfM more impossible lo IrejiL 

IE was cijurtly what Helly required, -Shu- wcdi Els ■ -:e 
Clive Ross, imem on b it errand of mercy. 

*A pmicpte oF miTie ! P ‘ she told him, ^ftnet 1 nm drier- 
mined |b:n 1 If il L-j poirtiblc Ibe child shall be cured—it 
dgbm't niurEtft whu.i -c costs, 1 watil her irente-d ^ia If dse 
were- rm own da-HEtHer-—the diiugblct \ have istVcr been 
able to h-ivc- 1 

Clave- ws3!i inBcrquCed. n% ibe bad: rue: ml him to btL 

After Eh?i 1 he was not an didkmla nnd ic was L^impiini- 
tivcly Kis-y whvn the -war s LirEcd to pc-rsua.dc fir tn lo take 
over Trenton. F-n rk n ml mqfc q H & qo nv.i leicqm homo for 
.'ill lii-. mare ^cj^oLLi pasts.. HeESy paid Uar tvcrylbing. 

"My JlLtLc con txihu lian to tEue war effort, 1 ^ihc -tailed it. 

Cltvc wae, emictul Eo ber tee lib fiiwn quiet, undcmiEj'DSSra- 

livd Way. fondly belae-vinsk tH’iwtvtr, Utiu-C she dad 11 cctarcty 
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fmperMiaiiTly and h avinp no idea ihaE Tie. wm fhc Focal 

point froni which, all her laviihnen emanated. 

In uLlscr Ways, tb-u-uigb. Clive had proved ehjt prmJngly 

ditliLUte. 

To begin WbEh, he formal to wls-ni wax in Helty the 
pom! of eazj spe raliOn. She called him Oivfl early on In. 
what :-hc S c rriLi^iJ. Elacir I tie mis hip- lb him .h^ rcmainEJ 
Mrs. HayHon. 

.She lll§l1 : c-ssclS him afFc^tion-ale-ly and even coqiicllL^hty, 
but his courtesy townnia her never aliened: — a courtesy 
cool and tEopewabte, but which wits d^couriiginc. 

Hetty had been taught tortp ago rn Amcn"c^ nut to rush 
her feacefl, hue ii appeared to her vomittiittea that she must 
bo prepared 1-cv ±fwc up u. whoLe lilccinie If she were ever 
to win Cbve Ross, 

She admitted frankly to feeraelf ilt&l jhe wns falling in 
love* and her nppeiite was L>nJy wheitod by the palLcntd 
stN? mLtsF expend to win a man who apparently hud no In¬ 
terest -outside bis v/L'-rk. 

If only Clive had bens nmbitlotts Hetty W-Cn.ild hnVS 
found ii esiy- that she would undcrsian-d; if he hid 
Wup-Eed money it won Id h avc been Still twister- 

s^ul he bid Enough for bis rcqulremcnrh and although 
he was- pleaded to u§^ Trenton Faak and sill the anudng 
equipment Lhm she provided within it, she ha4 always the: 
Uneasy fecliasg that if it were not her money which p-sr| 
there would be other purwa ready to give -Clive whai he 
required. 

Ri.siltsaly Hetiy had tried mart; Ehnn once to Bdcslrrulc 
theU friendship* to mi Id: Clive fwlpncvcfttc in some hr lie 
way her feelings towards him. bisf always she r&slcd- 

4 Ts the mnn human? 1 ih-g linked hca-selt* mOax ihiln trace, 
and looking :jl her reflection in I he gEns* fill th.it be was 
not, 

'I «m pive him so much—so much I* fdis whespered* then 
knew ituu wins not true. 

There was Utile lhat *=hr eouFd give Clive tfrui he bad 
not got already. WlusL was these about Ltie arum, nol only 
th-M iiL- should attract her, hut that bo should be able to 
resist, her ei.iT me Don for h-im? 
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Now srs <J\m lit a uu^arctEe - al her teft-lAhlr lidiy knew 
she wits supe rtencfcng « new ^mciiOD where he wi& cdji- 

ctmni —k^i louiy: 

She WJLs fCJllOLLS. ^f SLellf! M^IHKJen, ItCtlflUN of all I he 
women iri wbMl Clivf WflS iuC&retEttd, On wham he ipen| 
hb■ Lime and hFb afcrJL 

l.onlcpnjf hack ovar tht wars Shat wt-re pwtt *he OffldM 
nnl remember ever fairing quite- 3 =#.u this htforc. She had 
eri vh 11 is -. ince she vnuld inntfmbei: or the ?*^ud: f or- 
turn O r <irher*. Ebcir Wca-Jth, Lbcir pOitdun., thdr i ome, but 
not jcalnysi Sls womatl of the rmm abe h*wt 

Td rhe miin sIsk* lovr^ IC^lty iraptfflCcd the word* within 
her httLii ami teh rhs pmn of duim 

She fOVcd CFftre—-she desired htm with a .paaico Sd3 Hfeft 
morn voUumie because it had hc-rai iU:nkd uy king. 

"1 will jfttC him 1 Rite- vowed, "ci Lfi the last Etaing, I eJk_i_ fe 
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When Jl’Sivc had tcftlhe ™*m Slcllm Eqv very adu. 

'[ won 1 1 think nknMi Kim g “ fihe told herself; 'I won 1 ! 3e£ 
what he kn s sard di'j Lurh me. 1 

She Km rtf Hsl dtior on she ollv.-r -kId of the room <’rrn 
jtnd Kticw (be nurse hm! c^tne In S-ui she lay sciJI. ftsij|n.iuB 

fihidp- Ml Hi.11 Kl-e would not be iAlk«d TO. 

The mars-a moved qcrictiy about the r.'om. i he al^reh- 
bie^i of her sprem muting as *Iw. walked, then; she wsnal 
away and StcN,n WHS U-KoflfW, 

"]'I3 deep," she l]n-i 11 !hi. 

She (Tied in compose her mind into an ualer b!a*tknes£n, 
hut Msddertly. vivid agrtilial ihv dafknes* of her hds T F>-e 
(ciw Philip"*, face. 

He wa.s smiling thnE cynical twiitod Amite of his whFcb 
had become chanscEcrisaic as fee otd^r when he lost a 

lErdc of Ihc fipuftiiineily and charm Ibal lied he^o his. 

when she IfclTit kimw bfSEL. 
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JThe stirred n-cirT opened her eves Ea dispel ihfr mem n ri-c-S 
thaE were posting i« Upon Her: bill il was no live, he 
could not escape them. they held her captive, forcing 
Ehcmvt-fcvcn upOEi her uttMtiOQ* 

Si ill cotdd Philip* face,, mooli in g her, Ic aetimed. 
in her desire \o forget him 

Her hoffini momonr bad ^etn wh-en she find como 
tfn-wai the aisle -n-E the little country chtirEh up hi-s aairu 
Htn* coiidldeas eh* had been of the future Lhen r elalcd 
with her happiness, with the wonder and. ihe apleAtour o( 
ijie life to which she h m goingl 

But it was not only ihe glamour which uplifted her ai* 
ihnu^h ihjit vms enough, whh Philip's, wealth, sindutit 
paKfle, the treasures at Marsden House and his pcmliop in 
polillc^. 

'He’ll, ho in the OshlnCE before he’s forty, h penpta lold 
her, iiritl she hud been ready eriOajgh iO helltVe them. 

Nothing woM h^ imposiihte for Philip. But deeper (has 
bur apprecaajticm of all thal he wzi^ offering her wm hoiuc- 
thing else—a love for him which rbe could feet RKiWing 
slikI blosspmhiiE beocaih hi* feindnos, hit adintrnMun nod 
W hat she believed wa*. bi? love for hcr_ 

"How young T wa*—how jpj 11 FbleC p SLcSIa chougnl, 

Yet she knew that an y girl, ewe one more assured and 
sophisticated then -she had been, would have been deceived 
by Pbiirp 1 * low-making:. In, all things he wsa na artist, in 
□13 things be was on aelor. 

In the years Ituil she IxM-cd with Philip she never knew 
him do a gauche thing or make an uaeonriiicred itaie- 
nunit, 

If he wm rude, he was rude Fntfitiltomdry. People bored 
him und he cgnomd them; h*_- ^tcw Impatient bolb wllb 
men and eventki but he was 3nlenity eullurcd. there wm 
nothing gross even in his heentiouanesa. 

He wits fjistpdE-ous to ihe finest point of flood Caste and 
he wajs a connoisseur o| beauty. '3 haL, S4cl!;i learnt later, 
■was why Im? had chosen her. 

He suw bonrnlh llte unpolished oslcri-or Just how hea.nts- 
fut she could be, he gbrnp^-ii ihe cJeguuoo which was hers 
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cttspil-c I be mJiicadin^ ciT-PTf-t "of Ehe loc^t >J res^fftnkcE and 
the lec.tl bairdre^s^r. 

*A Slcc-ping Princes*' he told her rmce bur m tic- kin ply. 

Alne*dy« on 1 w dmy. she hud begun tu h terns t™ 

fonb iwnrdi dm InvelimiaH which was l« he 3nu> ns swo 
or Ih-ft-c yes ft’ lime. 

Philip had chetsep her dews, Philip bad fli^-cn her rhe 
perfect which ncrenUmied the nbftepcni *■ r her ?.kan fc 

Philip hiLd btkughi her bouquet of while or-ebS.:^ their 
petal? powdcecaj fafimly with pink Hpirfs. 

''Spot* of blood—heart blood*" Stclln wna lo ihic-fc to- 
scn£ fully in the ye-i i L . Lo ooine. 

Ne^sn hfeie-- h^i .m Ism:c 5&n: : c: mfcrsL n«ponH i.. f|i? nrritt 
in Philip even- when the hated and loathed him for the 
creature ihiit he wa*. 

A younja: j£arf in loves— 

Nn wonttc-r site had Jnokeif rarffeni Ihal June aftemnon» 
no wonder heT f<iib*r n-nd mother, senli menial and, ;-rtor- 
irig., had! wiped aw?iy Ic-ars not erf sorrow tie her ilcp urinate* 
but of Bl-H-dnscoi iKc^uw Ibttr beloved- child wus hj happy 

Sho remembered itemblin.ii with oxeicem^rii os s-h* 
chcnge-d from her wedding, drew to her ROl rijs-sawav gown 
Of Mill ponder hlftlir—rigam Fbalip'* choice—and The 
cra-prey* of Ihc sjtmc w-l-nur which braird Her hniid m^i-lc 
her In-cife absurdly young. 

She had mn (it‘wn the Stair* from the iffljill single hi^l- 
mom which h-:id been hers since a- eb.i3d- 

* I rjm re^dy," sdie iiiid to Philip *»ftLy_ 

He lUrn-ed lo Idol; ftS Her wilb (bat piercEnt; ptance 
frB£ In know so wcil. a glance searching nod critical. 

TSren h c raticd her tumd lo b«^ lip*, o s^turHy yevryre 
ufiih •riTOUthm^ Ffiifantiiic in ii which made her etaieh Stcr 
br^iilh. 

Thais atttndTng by smiled wcsrhitll y ^nd «hvlc«tts±y. 

"Such -ii g«h§-lrioiri njr young couple! tVHn-r girl could asfc 
for n beiitr mnlfh, or. indeed,, a better C4i1cb7‘ 

1-low Settle- they knew] 

Rue "L-iiIIy no one could be blame 1 Jj Philip w™ nn nr3~ 
F-.i be wpiS ;ilvn c;^c-cd iti irl^i etever—clovcM cnnu^Ti In 
keep hU private life hidden in a. turpi? extern even Imm 




I he prying Cttriottly of ihowe who were siTwayi mU sIy to 
Kent d jscji ndnJ. to nk*trny Ef pustihJc ihe reputwlbrn cjf I he 
p mnn m i^lTi^e'- 

Tth-rt were thn-w? “who 5.1 RpficTci] n good dc-aB bsit ivho 
Twcrc tine prepared or were too dcoenhtnJnded to voiyc 
their specubuionfi --ifoirve ii whiippr. 

Tllttrv were whisper:. of ocvurw, hnw could it be. otlufT- 
wise? Hu( Stella's parents were not tike I y to bear them. Mo 
one raised a v&Eec of warning. 

In the years which followed StclEn was to wonder who 
knew, who guessed who suS peeled. H.id Ciive Ross hern 
otve of Those who knew? she though! so, rriru.-mbflj 1 .ng ihiii 
moment on Ehe ^tnir-i. 

She bad inspected! that behind hi^ caarnd words chete 
:'s deeper meaning He hnd .■stfeo Philip* he had seen 
the 'friend' on whose bebaLf his bad been called In—ojifl of 
ffiSny friends". 

Had he pitied and fell sorry for her? 

Or had he merely treated her on the face value, noting: 
profession tally Lhe tinea under her eyes, Ibe pai n which oc- 
ciLsionaU y when she w^i off her guard was there for 11 EL to 
see. 

A p^an deeper ;ind more vFralcrti that any physical one 
■could be—ihe pain of d^ilhmournent nnri horror,. of a hu¬ 
miliation which slie knew wru indeed an oiler degradst- 
lion? 

How well she rflnu?m^r?d rhfl ftr.M time ihz wiw m, 
Ihc nr« lime she became utLetiy eerUurL of mhn.1 she blsb 
.suspected Fnt a long while. 

She bad been couraaeona. enough La chidLengc Philip 
with her belief. 

Hr hfld n-oc denied any of the things of which %hr had 
accused him. merely b^ikL’d as her with then sru-h: on hi* 
face which grew Ealer to typify for her the personification 
of -evil. 

*And you T he said. "You havon^ given me ihc sOn thjfll 1 
wanted.- 

She hsid turned from hjrrt iheo and run In, n drcam-tilie 
horror to tier own room. 

"Ibe Hiialch of a COnversalLDTi which had haunted her fur 
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a l-nrg- -rime was t^pl-nmed fil' ihnl n1ciii»i*nl !wn women 
Lrilkiinp at one oF Ihe bFg pnrhes *-hc -iijlF I'hilir had £Iycfi 

st Mu rattan H-rtwb.. 

Sl*e frad fl-Qiifi up. to her hedrnum LLimpettBdly an-il hud 
heard whsii they were saying before they realfoftd ihai Bhe 
■Uppro-nchrd ihcm. 

1 il^lE wh y.' am,kcd. "eEM he marry V 

Ttoy always warn & *an' she other rcpSkd, Tt E* putt 
of thr ±el-n p 

"Yes they always wa.nt rt son/ ih.t oshcr replied. 

Is ■wjils whsi Philip tuid wauled of tier agjJ noshing, 
more. 

She rh-nujjlir of how ihc h n d loved hsm. r how on I heir 

h^iu-viFKWfi -ihe hftt! aurrendend herself utterly with a 
patron which, springing- from lender nos* and fln aw^l;Cfl- 
itnjj; li&v*, h?d been somethin. ;i Coo beautiful and fr-apiJt 
fci be cnlEcd hy a word which, has so often been debased- 

Diy-eved, she h-ad picked up her eoae ami imiH! hume. 
Sh-c brief taken nothing wlch her, lea^nng behind *rv-ery 
Jewol she psiiMs-uj-d With Ihc! tx-ttpujon of her wedding 
rung. 

She had come lo Philip empty-handed the told bcrsc-1 f H 
sTie would: nOl lake UWsiy even 4-me of his pifiM 

She hnd Prtlc-ir^d the car sind drived wiihtnit a Ihc 

flvL— ^rid-ra-baJf-hour journ.e y—hixme. 

Ap she reached the lovely fnmiliar undulating country- 
■ir.k: shr h.ii.| f G h .1 i|iilct fOrMCC lip-H h--r. S^T ==^ 

Cnee: *J*t bad tafi jlII horror and nd^ry behind bes 1 : iho 
nefrd worry no in-ore. 

It seemed that a he ear c our id not go fast enough 1o bring 
her Bn h*r p-oreilll-, ii»a I3&e ntjs« which ■>.h* knew would 
be outs hxtcb&cf in welcome, A-> She ear turned into ihe 
drive gate, she m ihe cfa& ■ u Ifeor; 

J You can lake ibc ear hack lonighf or first Ihing In she 
morning whichever you udr-h.. 3 shall ajoL ic^tiift you 

ttgilm.* 

She would not want any oe Philip's possessleinj again,, 
she ihotight C3tultu-nlly„ 

■She was borne,, she wii back where -he belonged,, 
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orating decent people* people wIhhh s.bc= InveJ and under' 
SECK^h 

She had nr>C MmoUtt*rStt her arrival. and her father nnd 
EnuthtT jiprangL up with glud erics. ot joy Jit She: night of hcr_ 
'Why dhfn'l y-mJ fee uh know you wer^ coming, darling. 
nnd is Philip wilh you? Whut a pilyl Wo Were jiL>t w ntinp. 
In him/ 

“Writing 1%i him/.S?clhL echoed S-ttlpidly, 

To ihsmfc him. darling tdlcEr/t he tell you? How like 
him en keep hi-s kind iiclion hidden even from you/ 

<Wha( han he doncf 

Fvcri in her own earn her voice sounded fclriipfiC- 
Her father and molhcr told her. The montage which 
had bften on l he Tor yea.rf hmJ been. p*id oJ¥- Ten 

EhiUisancI pnunds, jid[ a hi?! ium to Philip, hue. to the 

KpowleScs 3l wia fortune*. 

There were o-rhcT - 2 vi fences of tm penerosiry, A new 
Cif—he had laughed :it fh-e 1 Id ramshackle hqr-r-ujhe 
which hat! carried them ahou 1 for year*. 

Her father and mother weie as pleased with it as ji child 
with a new toy; they iold her &f plans in improve- the 
shooting. Philip was providing AH experienced keeper. 

Ft w-T-t fFi^ one 5 iport her frtaher JoY^d, and it seemed to 
SteiEa thal he looked younger- his eyes sparkling in antici-- 
pali-nn. Tf Wt^ Phi Ftp this and Philip that „ . - 

"Vour wonderful hu«.hnnd, darting \ don"i know vchnE 
w^'vf done to dume soch a splendid s*m«i n-law." 

She brut =-tood ihcre firslenin?:. imahlc to spoalr P imtthlc- to 
break iho spell which bound them, not her. How could she 
tcSI shorn, how could sjber find the wprrf* 10 dash their hap¬ 
piness to the grdaindn tumble it in the dust ? 

To a Few sentences %he couFil turn their chiTiI-like e^clte- 
meol into horror find dKgusi, They would be an first Incre¬ 
dulous- then s 1 fE eke it. She could not do ill 

Philip had. be at to her nnd ^hc was wese enensch to gues-S 
by 1 his tirn-e ih^t he had done it intend u-nalty, had Irwt-SJi 
prepared Iof uisr such £1 moment of panic: or hysteria 
which might thrtaeen his security. 

He had be to fa™ UQKCf SO IhfU she w&s defeated lie- 
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fnri* lliii fcnrMle hcsian,, defeated ullcfly and com- 

plefdy w-mittf go biict, 

■Shi 1 h:id rcLutncii,, and it w;us her ft 1*1 and 3mu cilorl at 

dcff-imc^ 1 . 

•sSvc lthw up ^veiii-iphr ;i,«i she hty -in the hoLtse 

which had ■dtifcc been her home hue now was Inal rar-mher 
v*t ThiirpT mjiiimvMiblD pti-l^s-’iaci na. Nc*w be ptt&sused her 
whuiis world- 

"And nH; h toa* StcELi* whlgpct^f. 

Th?d wan the truth: be had boughl her ftisl as tie- had 
hnitjinl Bill die iHii iqiie which m i. «c Mik-oUti K'niic m 
nf 25 mmcLtm ibaFi- it btpjnc, n* be bougihi ibn jewel*, fun., 
anti ckdhefr which rnS-de h *i One uf ibe mc-st e^vreii 
wcmicn fcn ad^niy. 

'1 hev ^err bb, got her*: she w*s a puppet on which he 
fauig hi-s fpodi. 

She never r^rpnt this in ihe ye:us that flowed. The 
jrme? -irioernlds wheeli Philip jjaw irer o| ChrbJma^ Ebe ac¬ 
cepted n present purchased feir him w if 

He lavish in bin paCRcniv for her kepi tip fisppfiiir- 
sfill-i with such grace und such skill ihac -.sjjnrlirnr.n, she 
found it hard to believe her own though IS nbvm him, 

Bill atifeiiT’. qmdrrrvcnih everything he did. *'he fcurw 
there Was Bhirwdnc-^ and Fh-r eak-ulalinp Ehmiuhi of dfte 
w ho f* prepjired for qnv enn tin t?iney, liftwcver unlikely. 

’ Dli 1 cto yw credit?’ she had asked hnr. it-rcc, btiitrly. 
□=5 ■■-he cjme dcsi^n^falrs rc-itiiy f*>r \ Court H.lM. 

tier dtesft Of g-ObJ tamd moulded bef H#ura iind flEJiltavt 

if she wore rhe pipeon- h h>cicl rubles- which Philip had re¬ 
cently bougfU In IttcIrA for her. She wu an cidlic thrure 
and ycl hrealla-takingly 1ovd>'_ 

Phihp [cuibed ai her with the pFea^une which l« extend¬ 
ed lo 4 i 11 iTnrr_ 

He p-nid her an c^lravagafrt cumplllncnL In the lEc I ijsht- 
ful tone? which he alwrtVi uHcil Hiwardfl her ;ind which de- 
eieiveii e veryone save bcnetl. She had nOC replied. 

With Eifeisr new diynjiy wbrcTi bail •bocn bom in her after 
he? m im;ii:i/ she had preceded him rJifci-Li.ijTi the i:ev ;ii i■ r- 
tiaiks h^BL BO W’licre 1±U?ir C^r was waUirtg ouliide. They h*d 
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nol ■cpokcn npain until Ihey were half-way towards Bu^k- 
li^h-un Palace. then Philip Jiml hjJd; 

"1 chose weTt, Stella, when I naked you to marry in*-' 
ll wits then that she had thrust cil hina hiltealy: 
k SiWfl in one particular." 

They both kr>fw co wftru *h£ referred and he had lumtd 
tOWafds tier. -Sfikirigi in tile- Li^E'C of Lhc slr-ceE I iim-p^ to 
rend she expression on her face, 

"WOutd yOU s-lEEl like a child?'' 1 he asked. 

She had not expected I he question from him and *ho 
had shrunk Hwuy from, him in hurtur- 

K NcsS; now. 11 she f«ud, 'never, never—act now J know* 
Then Philip had laughed, 

'PtrhApj after nil \ made a mxft&kc' he said cTuelly. 'I 
should havs= chosen someone of my own world—llie world 
that accept* the uncxpecieid-" 

1 wish to God you had/ Stella answered. B —hut it Es too 

lain f 

There wgg more: of a question than a slalemtoL in, her 
words. 

1 Tic re was jkial a faint hope La her heart that Philip 
would let her jpO* (hat there w:es some way om„ aonw way 
thpt she herself could not perceive.. 

Hue he h.id ecEwscd her word* finally :md sntsvocahly: 
TcSh It jg too 3ate- h 

And she had known then ihal he woirfd no( 9*1 her J?0, 

Site was useful to him n she was ornamental asd h > waa 
as proud of her an- he wan. of has painlcng^. of his library,, 
udof his collection of snuff-hoses —just another poy&e&iinn 
and one- ehe was. sure it s*-v<= hem pleasure <o lotL lU and 
10 OWTL,. 

There was no way out. 

She had them che then of that oTd Couple down in Elerc- 
ford-Ehhrc ^ she remembered rheir excitement .md their pleas¬ 
ure over I he Ihmgfl Philip cosil Lnu l d to ir\ vc lIil-iiu 

The JjsL lime ueic bad ifafiii her fa l he? he Enid Udkcd 

incessantly of lhc shooling pfo^pocu r«r Lbc auiumn. Gy 
such simwH >hi- Lurid,, straws which had the hindsing 

force of alceJ ci-iaim*. 
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"The car d-r£w np at the Pal arC-c demv With her head Held 
hjyls Stella, siepped oul on tu the rad carpet. 

Hfiw nl range I t rawned now, Ionic trig h?ict on th-n-&e 
years. IhiLt she could recall very little l^vs i>l P hili p Her 
hliEretfl of film and. her r&pugJiaHCfr 1t> hia- vary preserve* 
tiud 111 ltd her frti&cl to th-4 crfcluiloil of nil <\**- 

Sh=r ha-d uCled ai* fatafins in LncuJot), Van*, mid die Somfe 
Erf t^ran c-e, 'i he met cver^unc who ttas fnmOus or nolobSe 
in al |ea?a Ehr« worlds. 

There were Philip's poEtfettl Fdj-n-tH flhd ewimEl!*. Ihn 
World iir an in which he WAl looked dn an n kind of pc- 
Eton mIjiL, idid (he changing; kaleidoscope called society 
which fawned: upon him because he was both lich n-nfj 
fa^wilsaL 

People, >iinit marc fwapTc—fflffliJLtt, nrttrri **!<?,. tr L-al. 
winy spd titTc-nted; yet ro Sieilu they were juht S'adva-; Kite 
moved in theJi msd?l like n WBTH-qvt ini ^ lire-im 

'Bcuitiful, but diifiihi' was how she oace heard mmcoj** 
tfe^rilx* her, 

li wm erne of Philijt'i panicuEar friends and the ji gt-ertd 
WLth him. 

B Dumh because T have noihhng To *ay/ she ihough i (n 
herself: 'dumb because 1 ant living, a life thut Is utterly de¬ 
lestable/ 

Few I^eopli- guessed how kin^y she wns. Sometime* 
when she had nn hour (o spjirt hetweco Lhe eflgrfcg’enwwts 
which »trt retarded lor her so ably by n-n efficient wclt- 
tary she would wander what to tin with heradf. 

Al home she Was always CnrasckiuK j« f Philip, Of his rn- 
fluence, oF hi? EaiCjc., yo that the very feooks she drew out 
of the would lose ibclr alti.ielian hecaufie Ins 

hud chenien and pild for phem. 

Once she had dismissed. her ear and waited into iha 
conlnesi nr h tititfn church. 

She had sat I be re. wondering rf -ihc eduld find fomo 
peace frnm her nals*jry B and itepiur, bu| rdsc hid hccia un¬ 
able to pray, 

Sh-z ficEt ;ts if every mnfian wflhin her waa frozen—frO- 
«t?n mnv 4 hardmsnrs and inm a debichijd, one-pmn 1 to nee n,- 
indioo which wm njcrtr-ly a h:urc-d of her hu-'ibu.n.d. 
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Then whrn shr wat neatly thirty* when she hi»d lielloved 
h™rf S-n h-.> i- hecojsMS BWRftv :l mcch:mk:d dcMI .1 *qurr« 
rci in n revolving eii>w which must jto i>h rmmd 9 -tticauw 
llK|je‘$ n-.i other cOMr*e open, ^hc hud mil Bert nun 
AfTTistn3tt.fi!. 

She bad hwn ai Randogh watching |hi^ i<dtm 

pvivunled the be-aC and mmi expensive ponies htril good 
and sporting opponents who had not. howftvw, ih<? h-ipH?- 
ficifl wjfh which to compete with them. 

As she had hatched,, a. silcft! special nr, her s-nnsh-nJc 

pfCUrCEjnir h£T Irom the hot ray* Of Ihe stm, >ltp had heard 

a ntsin’s voire behind tier cay: 

'Of crUr^ there's no dotlbr iVi-it FvfarttdBii cart ride, bill I 
never ha^ Irked him and I M^'er will.' 

Someone shushed Che speaker into silence rind ihcn na 
the ehukker ended =md SfeiLit rose to to the pavjtlon rifit- 
Currie iL In sec a wfimiHfq she knew iLigblly walh jl Lqll., 
£ood-h>Dkiitg fair voting mud. 

She hud ■.rnilL'i^ bMK sh^ worn no, ohvfgndv unr^mrVuT 
ahk in cnje cIvj co overs nil ion had E^qn over heard, hind 
risen Co her feel, talking pugUngiy in hf-r d^irc to crudi* 
cate a had Impression, 

"Lkrcir l,ady Marsden, won"! you come So Isa on Thurs¬ 
day?—ft Wttkitd he so nice to iet you Fv c go! Belgian 
Ambassador coming—-such a charming man nod I know 
he is I>nc of yoLir dcvoted sjavejr , 1 

Stella had reused, pleading ttr ocher engagement' Tvul an 
■.he i Limed to go, the wonUtn 4 ftulE In lisle a Iky Triendly h-id 
Said: 

- 1F you are going up lo the paviEiotl we will Walk with 
yon. When Efcc grrme finished perhaps you and Sir Phi tip 
wilt come and fcnve a drink/ 

Tt w,h^ chcri vhe had made a future towards her coin- 
pcniuOr 

"ft 1 - the wpy, E don't think you know C n n i n-Lrt 
Anmhfflr^ 

SLl-Uli bowed, bm Bertram Awlrong held ©lit Ids hand 
and she h itii hfien forced to extend hen 

As she ielc his I ouch rntmelhEng slranpe h :i npefred. somc- 
ihioa Within her quavered and c?MQC lo Life -m a Lmuc- 
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Ibme which ihz htllewd 1o Lttrve been dead for eight 
years. 

She ribcd her eyes In hEi, he -was much latter th*n *he 
to-tls, and li Krtmed to her that hi* hlue (ryes tvcht qotae- 
Ihlag ymlrwijoR hi (he glance riiM tw her. 

A ituSMgc_ or '■ '■‘its it mefcly recogtiilaciri?—ibe milling 
of two people who wi-re p^d^tEncd To love each oabizr. 
She win uunaui of nothing save chal atir suddenly felt 
yotinjg and unrspctiediy gay, 

She laughed and Lathed with cu.ie as they walked! 
(.-w.nds (he p.NVibi>n and ^h::ti Philip -a.h f-vn;nl U> h^r 
chitnglo^ she -lil unbred nwsy he^sUe Bertram Arm*Ire.fig 
Into The- ahadc erf Ehe Eiee* on the lea liaVrt. 

A convcnLannal beghnnrng. as conwn EBDtiaE m her meet¬ 
ing wilb Philip, and yet tt had ehiip.@cd her whole Li Ie for 
her in the mm nth* rh nt followed. 

WEthfn-a week -she had known herself Co he an low, ind 
in Ervw ns she had never dreamt ihafi she cnulil he. 

Once spring had ccune and vitpptouicd che winner of her 
being, alte ksttw a ha ppln^** she hail newer known m her 
life before, She wm as- glad and mdiant si a young ttll I. 

For Bci1nam r stsiiatecl wadi the charms of many women 
whom he b&cl loved ocilher ulwiy nor lo^ well, vhe SiolL 
an ii tiractJon w hieh he h&d htw r experiented in?fore. 

He, Coo. le-Sl in Low aad it wms like the meUEanp of 1W3 

Strong TTVCTK. 

Thev could neither hide che joy they fell In each prhdr“l 
■mu becuuw they were drawn eme qo c!w ciiher by it mag- 
Di.'l whert* strength would not be denied. 

So far -as Seeds wai concerned she frvr.il only f"-r lh=L-e 
of the day when Bertram wa* with her. Wised he 
nor there she cEtooghe u| hem and nc night abe 
dreamed of him. 

For sSftic time site wa = c-ralcnC, ;oo canicTi! to ask ber- 
fiHf where -lv_- wajn drifting oi wh.il I hi* coisld jHM&ibly 
nieJin ia her life. 

EhespELc ijae life tffic had led nrtd ih* people she h-id 
\:Ki.vn >h»: was amatfngty mnoccal, and whcnc her Own. 
ftelioga Were Concerned completely tin&npfris-ticured. 

Then JUit jib sJic height til clw-ir Li^ipptdeaaM when Sleila 



was MQsspIttifTfc because rcf il imp a new beauty she futd 
nffvcl" pos-yewed before. war wft? cieeJiLreti. 

As she thought of time mofpent £tclla slimed repalescTy 
in her pxeat gpld bed al TlCfHoa PflTk., A Sfsh of p-’iin rp- 
wurded her re-clttes& mtivtrRcnt. 

Bur .she s-o-1^3 htFseSf ihsit it vf&s Nil a p:4l- *h&d&w of 
u hat '■hi; hxU fell when she had j-£4ili&£d Ltuit Wax must 
ipBvjiablv separate tier front 

"How I JPvcd turn!' abc whi^pc/cd, 
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11 was jealousy more iban curiodty which made Hefty 
Cum inwards !he itualTi wing wiiess she wcnl nphtucp*- 

Alice Wn* htwvcnug on a he landing-., waiting to give h ex n 
ffbqA^sn? from Matron. She waved her Fn om- tide and 
movipg down thx’ thickly carpclcd corridors reacted She 
Itfiipfrin s-Ltitc. 

SteliiL's nurse wa< ruling in onnr charts. h«i she jumped 
Ir.i hi:r fbet at the sight ul" Mni r HaytOn and nmiled .1 WeL- 
CD u i C , 

AH the nurses liked Helty—she took curt That they 

should. 5*h« wm the piirfe^E Ciumrn un.danle from their 

point of view, always pleasittis. always gracious yet iippar- 
efldy witbour -«ny desire cp criticise of Enc^rt.-rc. 

Whut wais ntorp. IlclCy was wise Enough Co sw ihnl the 
pood Ehing* of life were provided in Che Mk£T rnum. Wh^n 
(here were and grapes for the p^dniis. ebere was 

iMw sorne ;i totted fo? The 

This wasi appreefa Led, for in many private eunvrtleicenC 
homes those on whom ihe well-being of the patient* de- 
ptffHt arp nlE-en hirporiten ■ 

Hetty Ha yn*in was it phpvpr woman: she had fetard too 
many camniL-nrv on the behaviour of Americans leward* 
servants not m w.,rc|i her alep very carefully 

Actually, underneath a. :. u pcrficlul Self-assurance arid 
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Wcll-lcaml pol^e 1 ^he was unatLl of tttose ^vhom sho 
ibnuuhi of nn her "in ferinrs"* 

'Hov. ire you, Nur^rr''" Hetty ^ited n^w. h^ditig ouE 
fl*:r hand fcn W-ha-l she helic^ud Eo be a Iruly clcmneraEic 
g^Eurs. 

*Ve ; ry well, thank >>mx Mm. Rfl^toa. Ifa nine lo bo 
tlo^-n h-ere 

Nurs£ Ben*du w,ls one of Clide’s special mjr*£5 whom 
he kepE for hts jnn:r difficult C3PR, This, was m?l 1 he first 
time *be h^d came tu Trenton F&rk and abc hoped It 
would be b-v no mciujsi ihc last* 

"IV* delightful Eo Itnve you ■ and. how as your pjiiien.lT 
Ifejty inquired, 

'She Had. e veay good cii^h t Ittst night.. Would you Like Eo 
*ec bee. Mm HayionT 

'I don't Wane Lo di^luib Lady NLirsdejs if -he ir. Luo sited 
to sec me, hoi if alqe Is feeling strong enough Td jifcit Jove 
to hawe -p peep ill her. I w ocVs keep her long, of oyurPiC.' 

Tm lUre sJte h d like to see VOU, Mrv l-EsLyEon," Nurse 
Hensuia answered wtlh an .icccfit tm the prontran. "Would 
¥ nil mpml waicang a moment? 11 

She pa*3*d SK.*-rU y from her own ar^om lnio SleHalS- 

A$ fco<m Jifi site hi Lit gone. Hetty revoked round swt fl ly 
noting the new ndldlH wis to the nesa, ehsirts, nwdmine 
hoEEles. and eqLiipiiteot P and lastly two or thee* letters lying 
Sn the table ready for posting. 

li wivt part of the tfiiiniog Ibaf she Iwd laaml if! New 
York tender dement which mede her mod the addrcs^-i 
oti all ihree tm-vd-DpO*. 

Sucb cLirmHilw harf in ifcie past rewarded thorns over and 
■over again when there Slad been ii bwtci^j tlen.1 ro put f^r- 
ward. ^miechime to £icn by lenm-mj » little bIjuiie the- pri¬ 
vate life ol the man with whom they w£Tt: negcujutfrig, 

Now Hetty whs looking for a clue which would fell lice 
of Siellft Mursdcn h pm'lite life. but nil* wa*i di'iJippnEntcd. 

One cif the Irtters wa* addressed lo Nurse BcmotV* 
home-, the other m fellow lllirt^ HI the hoapLEal Jo 
don. 

HeSlv had hardly replaced the top envelope when ihc 
heurd the docw open behind her* 
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She wrtg tno well IraMvd to yt-iri lo do nnyihinp which 
mijghl make ber appear frill Ivy; instc ".5 she bent fnrward 
u-v^r 1-he tiihlc iBjij u sling u piclwt o-n ihd w\\il I and then 
turned wiih ease and a dinarming smi&e lo the nmse who 
wll- woleing 

'Well" she inquired. 

'Lady Marsderi will s« pon.' N’lirsa F*en ami replied. 

Hail } 1 had rbe imp-f^i-inn IhnE Che mirsc had accrtm- 
plashed something end she giicsscJ lhut J^tePht hod ;il first 
refuted ta her and then been wrrukd by Nuns.*'*. =n- 

aiitcmz-c. 

Nurse Henson held open the Linor flJld Hetty passed 
through it into ih:rf Dolptrln bnilMflL 

The Minds were a 1 ready drawn and [he curiiilri-% pccllcd: 
the room wus in wnhd^rfcncss. foa iLfei ihc c^wplion of 
a fire there waj only one lifrbj by the bedsikt* und l hat wadi 
shaded. 

GenEEy, Hetty ma*v*Mj (eiwrprds the bed. As she grew 4L c- 
ciasEt,«med lo the dim ilehr she looted into the wiiCe. dark 
eyes wh-itb were nr,e of Stetla^ qmit remarkable and. 
beautiful femtiTe?:. 

^fi'5 lovely ^ri(L" whs Hatty’s fjm.1 Ehoirpbt. 

She kfiew tbiii *he had heaped Stella's illness nriphi in 
Some wny have dimmed that loveliness w-hidta even her eft- 
eruita bad been forced lo .acknowledge. 

'How are you r ShsHa? 9 am sorry daa .1 you have been so 
ill/ 

11 Was eharactcri^lie of Helty tbitt she sbodld U3C 
Stella's -t/luisi jjiti name. 

They had never been rtn such intimate term* ib 3he n as L 
bul now dial -.be knew SIlNil would be loo we-at *n resent 
die fatti FLiarsty or at le.i.i eo prote-.3 .iLwinsi it, .she c-slab- 
llajhed ibe^r fie4qud3nl:incesbip on a. dirksTcnl EOuEirtg.. 

'Tm Fitter. Ibauk you," Sl-plla replied. 

Her vofce wmm low nn.i I ^htt m-iide no effort to raise M_ 

'OFvc has frn:n wonderful ns. n-ruul. j bear." 

Hetty coidd no3 prevent lN;r3self from tpoafcng of him- 
What Wi|-N more, vtvc wanted lo mjc ±£1*114% reaction, 

"So they Icll me." 

Si Vila's tone wlln ^-aol and imjier^anaJ and yet Hetty Will 
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TKH * n tfesfrcd- Bt-cafesse she wns Lit I dv£ herself sfra tnual 
force h&ncJf npt CO flpeuli. of Clave even while ir sharpened, 
SjLt pain of her jealousy- 

"He r j .1 aptendid peradn and mrril aitnie-tive^ dan’t you 
think so? Vm ij:?d chqi noru± of his pitfeah can tmjsi him/ 
Even. 3H ih~- S*Fd She words: she Fell they were vulgar 
smd i!l-:im l*J, Nil thoc was no ebange in ifre isxpr-c.-saion of 
SieillVs faer; ee showed neither inEereai not* dlsiavte. 

S 3 ?e merely ^arte no reply,, lying ihe-re limp and inani¬ 
mate, ibe dark shadow- under her eye* seeming to en¬ 
hance her beauty intfecy ihani detraci f rom rt_ 

SiaddenPy Htity full uneasy, the wished abc had not 
come, wished -beeaL&c In Adffie u. Hy$ she W^si peouliSTly 

-EORsitiv-p to atIVKLSph-e'ro-Lh-ar she had never mado Lfa&l 

hurt jihJuiSged rern-rtrk* 

"Pm I mustn't lire yens* Stella dear/ she *a 3 d ^utekly. 'El 
1 hero is anything you went you know you have Only i■ nit 
for it Wi love having you h«ne- and Clin *s quite certain 
that we ahull do our usual good work try brtnpig you 
back IO perfect hr^tlL* 

Thank you." 

There wa-E a pacw before .StelFn spoke; |e F-eeracd to 
Hot j y « if she had Ed force Ihe WWds between her tip** 
HcHy liimed CoWfifdn the Jo-Dr- ibeft riimc hack. 

Therms only one thing/ sard, 'wtvleh E have forgot¬ 
ten tn atk you- hn'l tjbcm Anyone whh whom you'd like 
me to CtfmmuvvEca£Q N some member of your family? I'd be 
only ioo tleiafjhieiJ Co put them up/ 

There's no <sne 3 thank toll/ 

StsUrt voice was vo low Heisy hn-d io lis^n IntentJy io 
hear her words*,, then che light falling On her hood us ii lay 
in the White sheet JitCmcted EteEly's attention.. 

Jt a I-Lively hand, film-fingered* wiih oval n^rh. amd 
ir Ijlv there limp and detfeiitete&-5 P but it frimised En, Hetty a 
Sadistic croflty, 3 dc-irc to strike and hurt the bcauEiluIi 
woman Ep whom It belonged., 

1 WhLof about Bertram ArmUronsS^ she sskecL ’WtwMnl 
you like to Mm? Poor boy h bt mciiL have been despe-r- 
uEuly ansiciEr? about you/ 

/list for a second site 1 hough! th.Lt her dint had miiRed 
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fis rbnl Still Trt wns seeing Ed 'htjSr up more iign af in- 

ihsn idfce h-ad when Olv-t-'i jsamta was miinCitrncd. 

Then *he saw chtu slnwEy the lepers of Scdta't bund 
lying there tn the pOoE of llghs wets prcMf=EL|{ -no, Jit" 
ging--Lam i_be mimes* ss-f the sheet. 

Something bard and I its* i a.1 in FletJy was picked, Some- 
IhFng within her rcfrncfld that a-Tie had ret ieasj rouMii ™ie 
icmtseion Fn tbii woman of whom she was afraid. 

b'hc whjEeiJ. The fingers relaxed JL^niti: it had been. jtKC a 
moment**! tension or maybe a menumtnry panic. 

'I don't vvisfi l* we anyone/ 

Scelire spoke uracOmpromtHinRfcy and <He closed her eycf 
as if dismissing Helty from her #.i^bt and from rhe room. 

Hetty went quietly away, but she Hn^r-red iu talk wiih 
Nurse Benyon:, 

T wfsh there vui something ! cotaEd do for Lady Mars- 
■den/ she said, "535* U nn old friend of mine and f Iibec to 
se* her lilso thyp. She tolls me there Fs nothing -:he warn*, 
but 1 Oan't hcLp feeling the would like some of tier own 
pjmcutftr irronds so wme gad ■■yisil her. You mu?.r try to 
pemsridc her to r^Fec isdet on. Nurse. you knew bow 
pJea-tcd I should be to put them up.' 

'Yoti -itfc id- trad. Mk Hayloft/ Nurtf BenSOn replied. 
Tf unVonc docsoT get well Jit Trenlo-n Fjirk they'd hot get 
well wiywltfiK- ^ati whftt 1 always say and I know Ma¬ 
tron agrees with me." 

"I(*i my iiitrc cofirdfrulion lowarda the wnt effort/ Hetty 
said: 'hue war or no war,, f h:rt<r Co ^-c mi lie ring -uid un- 
happiness. I don’t know bow you cap stwid £l, Nurse, year 
hfeef year. I admiE-e you tsiPFC than I tnn possibly say.' 

"Ob tiow. Mrs, Hnyton, you raiuln’E I ilk Co me like that 
When We knq* wh&C you do/ 

"Weil, if yoti chink oF soiythrnp Lndy hfreruJert 

would like, lot me know— it dotiu'c mailer what it ais. w C 
ntu&E try lo j^et it I Of her. Tile sty's chc LfcmiL„ as my COUIV 
trymen ^y. 1 

Tm ^ure l.ady M&rtkk-XL Will he iprureiuJ/ Nurse Benson 
*4id in jl lone of vtdfce Which told HcCly only too ^EearEy 
thur she was quiffie certain Urn Shells would be nothing of 
the H(ifL 
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'F rriuti htferr> now. Nurse, T>nrVi forgot — you end 1 
■pjwst co-operate l-o gsl L*dy Marten ®ci?H;r FcuE_ r 

She p ; Lived ar 4 he dc^ir und. n-ppctfltfilly its nil ^ISe?- 
ifm^hE enmt co ifoe point of ihe whole ctmYersaluift, 

'I wonder if she would lake i® sm Cupfctizt —no P ] be- 
Uevig 11". Major—AnriHlTonj !' 1 Kq used to tv^ 3 very vinz-Lf 
friend ul hci^. He ha^ i u lephoneth pF 

'Major Arm^snng," Nun® Benson. repealed dmphi fully. 
’No, 9 docTE thank so; 1 don't rcmeEnbci She name at uLL 
ThttrL-'-. keen ntnih a 3 oe of enquiries, of course, but [ donl 
recall unpano of thus nans*." 

'IVrhrtp^. hc p t nhro^cC,' H-e tty -.i!.! earelfir.vLy Tfial> the 
trouble w’alh Ehh ^ar r all ontr’E frie-dtis have disappeared 
into the blue isnd One- hcurs nothing OF "hum. Gt>od orghl, 
Nur'seJ 1 

'Oocstf night. Mrs HayMm_* 

Nui^t Benson tumed *iih a imELe ol 5 eEf-Baii*faction, 
ifllo her patient's roLim. 

She would have lik^d (o dfscusi HeifyV vi-dt, hurt Si ell* 
wa:i lying with iwar Face turned awpy from the lighe. btr 
eyes! li^JHfly dosed, nnd after hovering f®r a iiuMYltriT 
hi-pjTiij 1 hat .-i he might rouse herieif to speak., Nijtt-? Benson 
weke hack h^-j 1 chart*. 

Stella lay Very ^3 ill. She had no dfiflare l a tnlk ro imyena 
and yei for the first since her acmdenr nhc was retir¬ 

ing more alive. 

She WfiA nwire fhat her pn(«ta. had flcocSuraEcci and that 
hei' hciirt Was Ehfohbsn.,11- IhrohliinB tedefitlcwly and wjih 
an EntDtHHi which ecru Id not he dcatLcd, 

Rjiiii_u!-:-ii L , thus E-Tcesv Hayron’i v/iifd* ihoufri have Ihi^ 
DiTtidt Jin her and vet ihe mere bound of Bertram 
ArffiSlfOug’n name had l^en nnh^ek. 

She bad hcLtc vtd these jinhE weeks Thai raevse-r ngnm 
would she he capable of feeling anything save a dxunb 
dtitpalrp 4 deflfre So escape from herself and from 1 he 
World; hot there WmA nothing limp and Unsold In wbaE nhc 
was feeling flow 

It was many cnioEion* In one — ang$r p hiEre(i r helpless¬ 
ness. and an aehin^ emptiness. 

Htm childish, how nElcrly (utile. abe Bold liet^clf, ll *U 
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WU3, nnri yet vhc could mil pieveni nil fiats and much more 
besides being arciu.i&ct| wiElmi her lifct- lcttphi| Hume ji the 
lEioughl of Bertram , . . 

Bertram, with his fuLr hnlr brushed h-ruck from a square 
forehead,, his blue eye* tViinkJing miii Imu^bicr—so easily, 
so quickly rounedL 

Haw be had enjoyed everylhint^ how httppty nbc hud 
Ihddn la enjoy life Attain beeb.ute jiIi.l 1 was .leeing iE ehrolkL-fci 
Eli • eyes rjLher Blum LEirau ^j:hi Ik r own-—prejudiced. cy^nALl 
nod disilluskmcdl 

How TMIcmloULltiy huppy ihey bad been, -so tiAppy Bh a it 
Che rerncm'bTiincfi of it Appeared to Ik .JL ^Itrwirog ccdoun. 
gtdd nrwl Jtreea, yellow and sky hluel 

Summer diys rn Che part when they had mcl iLnd Enkca 
ific iioi|s for j wait , _ _ mnoniiE pighEi wh^Et ibe v had nuv- 
toreU con uf l-ondcro to me Til firing m ^iisne isnulcd little 
*olsJ or in A Juc3d idvered as id touched iVLth magic by Lt: a 
moon-tight. 

They Emd betti tra love—in ii*vo as only two you n ft peo^ 
pie cun love—And nh-j had fwsn yming enough in bean it 
n-Dl In years. 1 e to her Ch^l H*nram wns everything 3 

man should bi>—sEriuEhEiorwLud and. honest. uiuubtlo and 
t nte, 

'Just an endJnary Englishman/ wbla how he otl^n ipoke 
ol himself suad sh-e felt ch^i it sLimrmed bim up m per¬ 
fectly, foi 1 I hut wu whui she desired. 

A muro who was neither tirinianl nnr exotic, successful 
nor perverted. Jlihi a nian who w-ndcd the real And decent 
tEiiniis of ]jfiz even as she -wanted them, a man who Li>v<mJ 
her and wham *he Tn-vtrd, 

they wer* logcthtj Y*r every pd^sLhle moment before 
the war und after tt had fliartetf, and because Stella Whje in 
low it nra^eitd her lutpfdne^i fh mt she could gtvc Bcr* 
Inn somt: of A he thin jjs that he had always Wtmied- 

Bercrflrn w*n poor Ht tnul mAh aged K® c-njoy luxury he- 
Oiiuw: he wes popular and because people u'cfe always 
grilling lo ertCerlAEn an unatlaehed, flltracjive yawne raiut 

Bm ihere were many little things dial he lucked and it 
gave Stella e^qUiiEEc pleasure In be able lo pr^ucnE them Ui 

him* 
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A pol'd cigarette case. i-SpjahsCe and tfllumottri tlnV^. H 
grin 11 E^trdey guna _ . , ibc irnjghl a I way? for »mt way 

itE cspfi.-tiiin.g he" h•!|ipfn t ■-■■- And her Cove. 

%Vhen she found Lbat u was psagHtbJe Tor Berlmim to 
hum Juristg: tlw utinli^r EELonths ibe had m^c ^judged ihe 
hour* lie SflWF-r ^.pend a wa y from her bill hud h*en conEeivt 
Id buy him ihc be if humen procurable, 

*Thay are my praeni h> you, darling/ ih* said, '.m d by 
IhuE I mean .1 real present not E*Sraeltdiap: ihtui is a cumin- 
LinJ drain cipcm your pocket..' 

He hid demurred, bui finally ±bc bad been allowed m 
pay i csr shclr keep, 

kaos bones were I he next step. See-Us; hud ntvtr beta 
maercsicd in racing. but when Bertram iLiofc her with biro 

hi rase RtfHtEnjp Hbe Itwned u. fSPod de-il .±htnal Lh e "ppoit 

of kin^' ami '* 41 * istfeeced by his. tnduwimim. 

'We will LWfl chum topelbei/ SCc-H:t bfllLl whdrt Bet 1 mm 
pmtesEed thgr he would not nflnw ber In purchase for him 
n hwscwhJeh be admiral and u-bicb had bc.ee poLnSed mil 
tn him as a future- winner. 

'My name oh v iotisU cannot ijpptar, but wr <ball know. 
’■V-c -waif divide the WEnnjiip between ij^. r 

Tb^c joint ins^rrtli to draw |hem cioa*r H al 

la . lie *0 Stefl il believed, 

Te wr=$ Only z. *.rt:p Emm hunters Eind nice httr£e- 10 t- >> 
Fng a really decent flal for Bertram. Slclla had Always 
hnled the niKMilbrEahEtr bachelor apartments whefia be 
had raided for many year*. 

"Think of ibe funded/ Jftdla viht, "If I wm killed in nn 
nrr raid and wa were both found -dead in a barbelur h uild- 
Ing.' 

Actually ihe did nnl cute vety much whnl Wwi iraid .?r 
wbaE WL'i Suspected where ilia and Bert ram were Ctm- 
earned. 

^hr wah happy for tin? flm tinse siocc her 
i ntlewl for 1 he ISrst I Fnlc in her life. She was Ic* rnanp wh&J 
il was rn he in k>w, and she rcckl^f: with An nft- 

buEu^c-ad tecUtv-smes* t* hieh comes from ’-*cajv of rTprcs- 

smn 

Neither of them cVfif m.cnli'iused Elm jv.imihilily of StcIJa 
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gelling a divorce from PhLErp. Stella knew rfhiE sbr would 
never pL^ls h<i huibund fur tl and *he tctcw,, fOo.' ih a \ even 
were ahe to beg Philip few one he Wiftildl newer pram h_ 

111 hi* FH'iHitJon- even In be- the. Innocent pany Let d di¬ 
vorce wokM be hatli da m jugm e and detrimental. 

The public expect (heir legfridloim la be like Qfttrt 
wife— Philip bud nn intention oi invoti^ip himself m any¬ 
thing id 1.1 rrwvo-wy 45 the OUhfal nnd cfaiRflT of (he dl- 
Vo-reft eourls. 

Only onae did he make uny reference to Stella 1 * bdiw- 
innr. She had come home in the early hours -til the morn¬ 
ing during a very had air r=dd Ucrtrnm w is. On leave And 
they bad been together every posAiWe moment. 

JIu hrftu|*h] h; i bath in -i l4Hfl. A* she let ftor«lf in wirh 
n htlclikty l li n/iugb ihe j*real icon end g. 1 .1 ■ door she be¬ 
come aware Ehul jonwonc WU* si anting In the doorway uf 
the library. 

She moved; across the marble h M jfracysinjs who it 
a: 1 he time i,Fnccrr 3 iFi bHMHc of she dim Ughis., 

shaded and darkened because of the black-out. reDUldjllnEts, 
Then Philip bad rtpokets. 

4 1 was herein riing Co he -worried about you." 

There was a surc^-ilk auric In ha voice Anti ‘■be watked 
turrnss ihe btttt to face him. 

'You ne-sdn 1 ' have been. I am -quale- C-upablc of Looking 
after ray^efcf . 3 

‘You were never capable of dial, 1 he replied. 

Pic srepped nslcfc for her to pass him Into the library 
whdc She Ore was burning :■ ad where There Were Riuitl- 
wfchra and driesJ-n; Euid out oh fi salver tray. 

"Horw wrong vou urs/ Scl-LIu sskl. 

l On th* contrary I am nphs," Philip replied. 'and, ineb 
dcnt.illv. i haw your Interest a m b^arc. which is more ib^n 
can bo Id of sdflie of youc irkndrt ntid notably die 
gentleman with whom you have been tonight/ 

‘[ have my ewn friends. Philip,, jts, you have yen 1 ly," 
Stella s ni-d wnmingly. 

‘1 tun not quarreSEtn^ about thaE, liut t '-would remind 
you, my dear, that you are also roy wife/ 

“ isn't it ^ little tote ha the day to remember thsIT 
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"On The cciiiBTBry. T have nl ways remembered Li mnsl 
pungljiiwSly—an public, “ 

T'bt?c- wica .1 --Lii^h-l pause before I he l.ivt tw«i wor-Hfl. 
Philip ftiaclciriE hcf, she knew ibul, turd *l*ddenly ■-he 

Jelt tired and wc^poiJdtzKS, He warn = Lruuie ion Icilmtdu- 
bf-c for her. 

"Whal dcs you want me to do7" the. .ihkrd, |Lh<i dt^psEe 
every reso Fulton her voice quivered. She knv-w ihnc 
wai afraid. 

These Titld Jin? pettsn p on your ticiVck, 1 PKLIiip rvp! Led 
|i F Jnh. i v.- nr you, im .i^om^.iny pie !■ ■ im 11rr a . .«.■ n -i;.y 
the week-end with the Prime Mmiitcr—nothing more lor- 
mida^k than ItiaL We are invalid COgtftttJT ajfd i hay* at 
ccplcd fot us loo Lb.* 

"Nothceip more form id ah Ee cha^ l^af— 

Plli Stvlta "-hiu she hud been wa™&d t and some- 

bow, un reasonable imd quifc LbdjJc.pl]^abLv a she w^l more 
Elrecd of her husband thin, she had ever been before. 

The months pfp-^d, BeflfWLt"* rejtLmeni was not terii 
(abroad; it was moved from one p^iri of England to nt 
other, line always there were those eebtiilK- momenta when 
he. -an \ihi £i_-t leave. 

-St^lca hud hi med In Bertram (-hat l hey mint he a I i H 9c 
ptiuc cifeattWpcOE ;md hi her auijlriic Bertram the 

mere pimadhii-u* of the iwo. 

Tve got to prelect you." he said more ibau orux- 

AllhoUgit hhc Relieved i! shftvred bi-s- love For her nhr 
WJtS hImi Vngiaely rcs^nlful oE dte lime;- when he wmjld 
uEgu c are L,nrf refuse co 4J3ow her an *pem! %ujnc pm.-iotis 
limu wrt?i h im h«-j i ko qi wha: people vrould %ay„ 

They **yl What Say they? Lei them stay! 1 she quoted 
more iban oner, 

Hut I be ar,y.Lip5e(tE ffM unconvincing for ihi* sIhhEbw of 
PIllI ip w*t ever behind her tind deep rn her bean she had 
Ihe unc*ay I’ddirif Ihat their Idyll would not be so peeled 
were ii iiu t COr the money she GouJd imd did append on Bvf- 
tram. 

There w?f&, iKjw^rer, slid so many compensations ^hai 
fhe was happy Through (be stEmmer of 194 I 

Murtdcn Home was inken over by the Mitniory oC 



Fond; Ihclr I cindn-n rtiiilence wn* Oral hljfMid. and i h■ ■m a 
yejs_r tatcr, vbcn it b-id been. repaired- e^irimianilcercd hy 
Ik AmerieniH. 

PtlLlip hSincl tnfceci uioihe: h(W^ an l.nnii^n; il was .mult- 
ct nnd rshc f«Jl more at home in iL Betti iLui'i flat remained 
Untouched uil through Ihe raids, 

Su-II.l wa^ nr Mar&dcri whtn Hhe received I he nc^'s 'T 
Philip's dcjtb. She wu^ Writing ;l letter Ui UerlTarn; -hi 
hmi tHtlc4 alane ami wa.s Mtijng an O^nt id Ihe iqre> h writ¬ 
ing hl.Ttfc pn her fcOMi when she- was EoEd she w aJ3 wanted 
cm th-c telephone. 

For Myme time she could- hardly lake itL wlsall the* laid 
her, rC seemed Unreal. 

JEvtf since the btgrnn i ng of l"he war she had been afraid 
fen- Bem-mu there w^ hardly a tiij;hL --he had nnc 
d j jred whether ■she mi^hL wake in the naming to land he 
hud heen cither fcrEEtd by tt kw-mb Of ^hro^d. 

She had hardly thtfu^hc oJbuu.t Philip && betdg involved 
ha danger- 

life job at ihe Air Ministry was an exceptfota±il3y Fmpear- 
lanL tinc h hut be seldom left the ground and he himself -ip- 
p«Tcd cn accept the mid?: with that cynical dcliL^hment 
wbceh wa-s-, in these days, his outlook on life. 

So much of what Piailip enjoyed and Ebk-qd bad n.is^edi 

away, 

Hjs art 1 rear u re* had been stored, bia pteturen pliiecd 
below ground for protection,, the famous earvtng* at h-lAr*- 
den House covered up LO prevent their being broken at in- 
jural hy bombs or carelessness. 

Without she. slmosl csri:cciEai splendour of hLs back¬ 
ground PbjE.p k'.vi much of his personality. 

Ste]Ea fL.-ujid that she b:id always picture him »tan din g 
IF I th-e head Ot the great marble sl^ircane or sitting jL tlte 
eaad of ibe many- leaved dimt^-rocm lahk, a handsome 
and distinguished boat, whty m his OTdVEfsaifcm yet OE no 
irreprumchoblG dignity, 

Philip working -in an office, Philip spending hi* Ufa at 
Empanafit conferences and meetings, was soot Lbc Plidip 
she had known in the past. 

It Wiu ddhuu-Lc to remember thul tilts atraiager who hlir- 
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ri-cd m and out of the hoirtc nr odd hours-, Cnnrln^ minis¬ 
ter! n.1 ponfutLo*. and followed by a Etock of wcnrfnrks&, wzn 
Lh-j h-uAbiijnd -sJid had hided. and J4.ij.thcd. with .1 pi.ia-s.ioa. 
which h ad 5[EppSantcd nil nzher emotions. 

She. iibd afcatf a tuJuCLdnl admins (Jug for Philip. 

There v-itH no denying that he was mHifndiLcnl in lli* 
Own way and- now rim I he became more huin»fi r lfctf* 
f z'sgfrccni n.g i«j her personally., .hu found. ±fre ooidd be Ludif- 
u-vC‘n to the point of foE#£t fulness. But deadl 

Thai sensed im possible- bh imfKiiHitdc li> lie Lie Jin to 
know whafc lu do now lli.n the martyrdom, o: hci^eU had 
Ciitrui to an end- 

A mariyFdfijm which &&e had aces! pled and ivhn-h had 
become *uich ioi inErinsic part of her life aa- 40 btiflttie n 
habit. 

AJid die Jir-j 1 bewiLdcrment came Ihe knowE-td^c 1 
freedom- freedom fmm ad fl-fre bad MaJhed nnd nil iht had 
shrunk frvm, from «dl lhal had Lurried her from z 'HtLrtii. 
EdfcclianalE ymrngi tfirl into 41 hard, revcuEcfu] woman- 

I hen curiae liiiOI her thoia^ht.. 

She wa-t free, free rio marry, fre? have children,, to 
iivc a normal lifts, the ordinaly life of an Englishwoman 
wiih an nrdlnary EttjSiishman—wllh Bentam 

'TFwr* sv:im such wonder and ^pendmir in tbSE EhougfiT 
eh s i| tor h. Lon u. lime she waa half uirulil to ftac-e it, fcuilf 
ftfF-etd to ^Kprcfcs it i?vgn to h*r*e]f. 

II was Bertram who had no doubts En ihe mTitter, who 

wrote to he I 111 hib ijsiUjlI plum wty after hearing ol 
Philip** death and sea rl ed hia Seller- 

N My cLu rLi n e wdfe-Eo-be_" 
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N'o one Tvould have believed, Stella Ehuughi wo hrrwlf, chat 
the s*nd Bertram ™eic not Eoycrfi- 

Vet alC-iiJ.iUgli eE I-I 414 J vkSENud lu Lier di_iZ th-i Clung. eonUl 
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r TS Li too late imtw/ she lold hei-seSf, J uEtcr nine?—-ncarSy 
tirfl UMh 4iJ 1 n .Lrrl l%I fi1>. iO heCOEfu* CUlT fid Cllli fail Wclh thiS 

1 hetc ;i ml tEespbt ' 

Sh- hiid not wanted N> confide in nriy tm-e-. The- EtnifcHnesa 
sjio had ETCpcriencc-d during* the vcstr of her marriaE^ hail 
given heMfoc nircngih h- Hand edirie. 

IJphfcc 4.14ber written mm trtlk rvon ran iy af thefcr 

pn.jhle.m5 tiLil 1 1 [ lln-*T happiness. She wcm salfenl. 

Looking back ihc realised that oven £0 Bertram she had 
ramamed siPLcnl .ihinii so m my itbn^g, Once. Uiuiihjiisjly, he 

t5i1led her‘my SifJILItjfL±t SphLti*/ 

Sht ri-^oinreii I he de&crifil Lora it the time, nSsUrc-M him 
that she had net Eccnots from him. 

Etui -^he had bottled up her ermrlInn-5 too im- 

pt^nped her tfireltnjrs h>ra elnwly behind a wrdl of prodc and 
reserve: the harriers. wnuTd not diivulve ai >,i.iJl nr even be¬ 
fore ibe fiery cmnlauglil of love. 

When sfefi with Bertram -she, fc5l as- if was a 
child upaui. 

Tbfirc wjut sh*Cr ^tlichc fn playing rhe child with Ber¬ 
tram. in teiiicijt him itas* hor, in ihiowin? asi<U& her 
Worldly ntra 35 ihe michl throw aside h^r jewtls. in being 
nby *0 thjif her eye* fell EretLeuEJl hi* when h^ luYEHTUiking 
heeume ico firdent, m feehnir thut catch in he* htenali, 
Ihac HuUocucion in her tbrtt&l when vba loved him edmu-sl 
to hicahing poinl. 

Stic Vh :l‘. very iwar a( LEfflei In kbing her rudullon, TO 

for-.uiVirirt her own stun:Inrd of purity 

nu.: child in her would nor have been able tra wiitmUmd 
B:£rtrem r !iit wait inp ' r.^-. mo m.Mgnetic end wrtJisd 

inn [rrewitlWy nl tractive. 

fhll I he Woman who hud mite red. who hud Wiitclied her 
you l h gn by, was not so stmpfee. She- knew ibid il was MS? 
lo faEI n.m! far more diRicuEt |o rise again. 

So ihe monlti] p-n^sed* Momenta nr heppineM; car™? 
bock 10 her a 1 - 1 be\ Hew by <:n win^n 

A trtcjiiienl when they tl n-H been riding rajpsd her over the 
downs an $Lks.sEK (he wind on ih-air icuze =-. both oE <hi;nl 
ffusheif -and br-c-urhi n n u litaJe quicker after a ^h.irr ^aiEop. 

Sije Iumod; to mjLfce sflin? laughing: semnrk to Bcrtnini 
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s\ ml he bunt acrosa the inEervu ning ispac-L- betHteq I hem lo 
(rjlvc her htind, 

*1 adore you/ lie J -nId suddenly. 

Ah Iheir eye* meE If Whs a m. rnient of wnnder, :t tnon^ent 

Of (NSfisfiitUI-iiciph wiihiti het^ulf dial ;hu fell ihnl I he 

world could holcT rnwhifitr more glnpeioua. 

Ptcarty all her mirmorlct we re centred cue of 
iht-y were in vivid Antrim so She esprit alfnatpharg of 
Phi Lip" a houses -ind of Philip's own pr^ie ilc-tf. 

S'-dUi fancied thurni u 1 ^ something uri^niJil In Philip 
which muse respond always lo n Miperlwtited .usm--phen?,, 
to a frn prance of h-u L-httu-v^* IliiweFS* So il I*jo :fL. loo hi* c- 
virjeitpE comfort* 

Bertram brought with Tllm a breach of fresh ?ur There 
was nothinp; ihihleT or wbtfe about hi m And being; an all- 
round athlete h e ke-pi foLmaedf cXEiilOidinbrily fiE. 

fiEcila leami rtf hi? background, Hk parent* had been 
pc-or bsir of a pood family, his foih-t* r tied cn muiaruted £ 
Well-known Land-ci regEmCut And Was ktILed in ihc sUirim-Rf 
Of 1^3 H.. 

Re an only to& h hroufl.hi up by hk. tMlhar, spoilt, 
one! latichr re? believe Itinc noShtrag in lilt work! was. Coo 
eokKi for him. 

Life without pisHfiijy ^3lsc■c^mF , on1^hlc , Bcrlmm n-e'Vflr 

pretended ih&t he did not wani she things utoney could 
buy—his very frankness di^Jirming' 

“] oughln '1 Id Sate these Ebing* I min ymi? he k-tpt 
saying SLeffa. 'but I wMt them *o mucii.' 

"Vou know El ptcaacs nit So erne ihem lo you/ Stclt* 
wont- 1 answer. "mi 1 1 whuE k Ihe of money lying in the 

b*in-k? I L-nii'l tipend tE iiII . 1 

Lfiwpoken. the Ehnuphi lny hciweru ihem ihac it ww 
Philip T it money they sifrid in such waysi and yet, thinking 
of wb;i1 she h- _ id suffered. Stella told brrscEf ^hc wa* russi¬ 
fied in dotnji whaE she Liked with lire vast aumr. he gave 
her. 

T'in noE hurting him in any Way/ she told a ton-science 
which 'j.'fiv,ati| no? he entirely -stilled,, :md she- birew that at 
was true. 

So long as- she behaved with digmey in public, so long, ai 
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sTH-e remained Philip fttarsdairs wife In n-itme a he would noI 
«jm plain. 

Hid PbEfctp'l death cha^^sd ev*rytEiEnji. 

$lulla krn^w Elten fnr the ftrxt time hnw fefflivy a diCttid 
hod always resC^ti Upon her P iihCvtA.- *ul>cO&'iC.irp^Ey il h^jJ 
L[hnniL-.1 cv-euIi her love for LtcrMiam because,. :n the back¬ 
ground, Philip waa aJwaii wuCc fling, wii_Ki jj^e Lite an udder 
ready itrfle#* 

It rook h*r nearly a nKJntb En realfcK in lhs tu|J hat 
posi-titm. Co :;lt wit h her own eja=- definitely £*-Ltc;i in le.jial 
if-.iL-i-itiiijn:.' Eli.- v:ill cvtaCcH nhc DWHCd r die sirini OE money 
wEueh were hvrs„ 

14 wai aor Mlhcnji irony rlinc Philip hud bitted hcr B 
and a he found dial he has! luil . n her ban da- □ number of 
pcrisoniil request 

Up lo the- very Ian l hs? hhd kepi up iLpptfn.rnnt:^, hb WHf 
was convent ionriE and frirtnv:! splendid bc-queste bo well- 
fcdOtrn h- --.pitals and charifies., generous EcgacEct t.« 
tnoEHh penai twicrt und jmpu-vis right J i^lala-nsu., Ilie r-esidua 
In TfiftM Eifs hi*, wifv. 

IN-UL foe SreLl.a u geaEctf Letter ttHJinn. her of EhmgS width 
■Were In- he done for those ’Tri-cnds", ^ome ihe knew, some 
sh*: bud vnguely wspfreccd. 

It a dhlfLitafuh d^frrrfcrHftg ler.t, huE ■she carried rt 

ctie conseleirtEiotHity. exactly as «he was innructed. 

When evervefriog- w^t ftnis.hed die htirntd Philip 1 * Letter 
nod fell- n-f ■hr UftHclicd she flumes Sick :HT*tcdlLy rd his. fine, 
educated hundvrftltng:, ^he was hurnm^ yet smother tmcc 
of iiim fr-.nvn her life. 

Sh-C could never be entirety free r:T him Shai she 
kn^rw—what he had ^cca and wfr:n he had don* Wkji 
tiaenpL-d upon her mind and soul :l-- perfnanenlly. as cnef- 
facciLbly e-i she kerned for the ivurLd. to ste £kia futac and 
his inF tli r i i ll n ~-f-- 

"Thewealthy L-RjJy MandeTin 

Already., a few vrwki sliet Philip"? ileal h, she was Imin- 
dated with request Tor Eielpi charities hesiejsed her- inrpor- 
liiimtr fTTeneln ™ her . tooratop :.n hurtp Ou ihe taicr- 

phonc as tine—always asking tnr somethinii 

■She W-its willing enough Eo give ihem money., IhnI Was 
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cuk y. but Fr not cuv ui escape from Ehme wKr 

wished lo lion be her now ibuE hhe Wjm an iinnll-i! chert 
W-offlim rtf position wilh a very big dowry. 

Within three month* cif Philip having died (.in? began 
isense 1 he rtiaErirutini;U a I Editions of itn llu r- with eCEgih-lc 
tan*, vh ho picked her |n conic! si n :1 si-lay. 

■| tiuvw you ire &iil! En mouruing, tlear^ hue Jammy will 
Inc homp fin leave rind wPkild ho Si'kL! In set? yny. Jia&t a 
family party/ 

There w-cre, Of county ft larger number of her friend* 
who were qiible cerlatn-— sw Bertram yuas —■that when Ihe 
peri-od of prvpumarig was over they would he iwbcJ in :l 
quiet bin LmptinnnE liirle ivedding. 

Stella's women friends spnke of h cfu-Tfc openly. 

■Whal am yoLt io wear, darlinjjf? ] always ihijifc a 

record weddings so cJiffti: uit." 

If hitfd Io avoid being forced info n discussion, but 

JfrcTlii mimjL^L-^t Ees remain mhxif, En leave them #Ud*sfag 4-1 
Co what v/tr-c ber infonti-Lms d: plains. Only wash Bert nun 
■were the barriers -down aC IxtsE, 

“When 4 fc wc Ccn-inp BO jset married?' be naked h-cr r Bak¬ 
in n il for granted (bat -she wtmJrt he his. 

'Wo mnSB ^v”iil ;t, year/ shr replied aruiWdtitiig frankly 
as be bad B-pofeen, neither prevarieatFn.g nnr pretending. 

lr wrns so like hEm. rbis direct approach as be got, out of 
the train si Victoria SuHon, 

She hnd pnno op to him among the horly-horiy of r^Rr- 
sengcr*, of hoops moving r.* nnd i?u, oS r^mllles with lug- 
jjage I -CK.it;i.nj 1 ; a-nxinusdy foe u. taxi — and wObout any Other 
erecting iaw the ctaspiog of hands, lie hud decided their 
future. 

*A year The exclaimed. 1 Ids a long Hmc, 1 
'll BcrnlJ h-_- :i mist,ski* ■ .’ Sl(t)a irPopjied. 

She hiid bren going eo &uy mi*i.rtltc to rush dimes," and 

then sbe realised Ehn| was not whaL she mcfintu 

What she warned lo stay was ihHE Philip had hcom nn 
fmiHinanC person nnd ihrV must burp hfm dcrcnEiv, yd 
*he cotitd not bring betvelf to mum itm hi* name ul ttlLs 

BLOfflCfli 
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Philip must n«t intrude on this new happiness ifria led- 
in^ erf fiMklW M and buoyancy. 

7>hc hn-.J enme up lo l.ondnn Ip mctl BcrlriLm only a 
week t±fEcr PhiJip'Hi dtfsil'i h; i l^en announced. 

Three days. e?irLi^t s:b* hud *teo Philip's mllfcs. SKuttettd 
fn -nccprcfiinzc with hai wtah-c? Ovist the high groun J at 

Mui'iAn, 

Ic had "been a «r*me?ti¥ of pfeat bcrnaty and OirrM out 
cnl ireJy "j 3 Ordered by Philip in his mMrui'tbns id felJLa- &*.- 
■pc-uEoa^ 

It Wii Strange Po ihmk Phai si fprty-thrM he should 
htwe planned hfes own funeral service, sheufcd bast ancieb 
paced thaf hl .5 death might be early—he, a. man who- had. 
fsL-vef 1-L..T1 in slqv daii^er either iham LVijgJrit happen 4 .3 the 
mo*i ordinafy civillsm. 

"Perhaps ha Was prop he tie/ St din, Bald, then shrank 
frcim ^hc mamnn- of Iheir test mceling. 

Sh* vi-^s afraid to ctrrncmhc-r il. that w*ia the iruih.. Idt 
roc*! lio®; Philip’-- Wordy >hts vra* at a he fifVlrpiiceEim 

of ihenri. 

They had heen nJone in their prival* wtnjl 11E Marsdan 
TToli&c- the 11 illy |i jrt which had not betm taken crvcr by 
ibf Miiutlry, 

■SldJ.i Wits sisrpn'sed that Philip had came down alone 
lair the wtik-md. 

Usually he- brought a party, telephoning ihe hotwkwper 

nr Phe secrets! ry a few hours before he arrived. Hi* puct-tt 
■were gencifiUy Cebinei MLnistesn or bead* of the fighting 
fort*s r 

Philip wjuj It Insy person npd SteNii bad tba idezi that 
because he w:ls busy he hud ladle privuic !i re and little Ln- 
lercHt In anythin|3 s-ave bis work. When he arrived alicw he 
mmphuned of u endd. 

L Would you like to go to bedfT she inf|u[rd; but he 
ftboott bEs hoid, 

’We will time together. it Fs ^ long Cirne n« 3 had the 
pleasure of your company 10 my*clf r B 

."She nf reed with a n in-dllfcrctice which feu mice was 
genulue,. her [bought* were eeuUtfd on Bertram arid ihc 
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3c Iter hr written trnr Ihtil morning- f-lc hjul hinted 

there was a pe*»i i hi3ily of his going abroad shortly. 

They had El.ul Ihtse Scares eve: Rbi-n^ the wjir llifted, 
bUE each limf b-u r heart heal ciliF cfcer in aatlcipntfcn. 

She wns jusl ai much Jiftaid for him she b:.. L f been 
when the Lli . I.LFqihm of w H r in September. 1939. had 
brought he fear for her personal hapiiiri - and for the 
love which was Only fl_nl begin riFng to rev^n] irstlf. 

tVtmn dinner wjfcs OV-et-. iln excellent meal despite mt tun¬ 
ing. Stella mad Philip withdrew into (he cite mg-roam which 
they had convened for I heir pmnt tpse. 

Bitch hud n pi vatc room of their rswn, Stella 1 * baoj-rfoEr 
opening out of her bed'room while Philip had rel it|nu-d ilm 
great library, U* valuable. unique books making iL one of 
the show pEacrK of Engl ftnd. 

The room Lhep tnUh used was beautifully finished hut as 
fan person a] as :s railway station wjiitFng-rotim. It was the 
meeting RrtJWnd of two people who were n* opposite lo 
well other 4 i^ ihe piles. 

Although it wnsl a wju-jei evening. Philip had insisted 
that a die should be liE aud he stood in iront of She fire- 
pfnee warming hit luimh in c Mfitemp-lativ* sUeaace which 
somehow struck Stella as orri incurs. 

TMui ti ihe matter?" sbs asked at length, wondering 

what troubled him und if it concerned herself. 

She CLiuid thierk of nothing likely to implicate her. She 
and Ben rant had been rodsE ecru tun: spec C im htK 1 &f*i leave 
sod ucIuoIIy socra-t of their friends were too busy cn war 
work for gossip. 

*1 Was thinkLn r about you.' Philip raid Unesp^Ctedly-, and 
Stella felt her heart give a i riphrenod throb. 

"Why 7' she asked, her Voice level and told. 

’Yo-u area very hesnuifuJ wamw, my dear." 

He looked down nt her as she Sat in rhe deep arm-chmr,. 
e linrss of pjle blue cMfFcm bring ing -nut ihe CO Tout uf "tier 
eye* and serving me a background for a sapphire necklace 
and h race IeIjs lo match. 

Is that what is wonyinj? you?' Stella n-Eked. faint 
amusement in her voice,. Jind with a feeling fit relief 
bey on d -l :■: pre 1 :; i on . 
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T umi* thFfikln^ of Votir futirJ-c/ he surd., "sad wyn during 

whether you ■A'oiJd ever feid happmesi/ 

i haw found if, p 5M clip nearly QBswqf^d, and Ihgfl *umc- 
bqw sfee was prtraii^d fmm raying cbc w&rc!a, 

Was iJic she hieraeSf, had she realty found 

if in all truth? Ye*, Jhh-c knew the aniwef; then before *be 
l-j.i uLii PhalEp wenl out 

L If otic hua too high e standard, Slelia p the odds ar? 
against Ufrfr'fl ever Attaining happiness ro This world. You 
IviJS have Co !tam nOE 1o Aspect so much. 1 

'WFisit do you mean?" 

Stplift wandered whBi Ik wr* drlvtnjt *t r whJd he was 
frying MS- say to her. Philip Wne always an eni.£DlEi, but thl& 
type of conversation was unusuai even for him. 

■Wiem’t ii SoiugwI Maugham who dd “You should 
never espect from people mot* ih^n ahey are capable of 
dvmi£ , * i ? YouShs always apoctrd to much. People wEJJ al- 
ways fall you r-.:cinw ms&i aod women, although you arc 
no! yea uw.nrtr of it, my d.vnr, nre human beings/ 

‘Ymj'nt cynic*]," SteNn exclaimed. 

Then she wim iswnrc that Philip was Trancing nt Iter with 
cut -expression which, fn credible though It Reemed, ap¬ 
peared Eo her fo “ho one of pity, 

Philip pJtying her! How eouJd hr? 

She was, *hoot lo question Mm when Ebey ware Enrcr- 
rupled— 

‘The Air MTntslty wfshrs Cs> L :praV to Sir Phriip" 

He burrt-ird from c!b<r roam nod *he did no? *ae hint 
ftp.idn that nighL She went eo bed with his words ringing tn 
Iter tuti, 

"People will sCwnys toil you'- 

She tried to fcn-gei them, Cried *a shako heraeJF free 
from ritr ^pell of his voice, to forgec that express, ion sttu 
had suTpriwd in hia eyas, but it otic of chase things 
which n-bc conld not forgot. 

To whom httd he been referring:? To Bcrtr&rti?—bciE 
Bertram had tttver bean more than adoring during I he 
months pracadiiiR; hfs dc:ith_ 

tie had ncic b L -- e ne»C Abroirf* once icR-ain at had proved 
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el false pi arm: ami wheri finally Wa regmi-inl went, ire h-.d 
Iw^rt giveta sa jpfldml Mil pub a c hems. 

He hn-iJ 'reun pfGmtuod und had rung her Lip, promt art 
any ftchnnlboy with a lmjt-jl-s irnphY- 

She Ii-iJ been mtefc then ccrntcni dial she was not T-ti 
It!** him; HE she same lime *hc wiinhered, before ihe Could 
prevenE She tSsoughc because it wW dtstoyah (hut Dertran 
did ndt pref-Cc Eo fcni «l I he l ie Id of battle, 

“He La. sd sarong^ ?die though^ "fcueh an obvmufl. man Is 

lead men." 

She cm ild not qU«(e understand h=n gjadnesg nt icmah- 
inj; at hpme. 

Then she knew the Answer—he waj afrtdd of Eca-ving 

Ih=t_ 

They meant m much So e&zh other, had grmwn ?jj Im¬ 
measurably eEtM-JC." m ihesc pnc4^iri-GUH year* of wnr. lhat 
now fllie had snapplanted Everything Jn Bcrlmm 1 ? mind- — 
even hi% career. 

M 3 m so lucky/ she fold herself, 

She felt tbai nothing *bc could Affair would be ino ms reh 
for a man who lowed, her Eo ibe exclusion of ail £lsc. 

't love him ... 1 love him . ^- J love hint?' ihe whis¬ 
pered into the darkness ihiiE nijtht* 




Hclty stopped mi Alices loom on her way down m dinner- 
Alfc™ was having her dinner oil a (ray and J .he looked up 
Kj'mcwhs t mantfidly Hetty cnjcreJ. 

She W 1 E. Used To her employer demandEng her atlcntlnn 
at oil honm of c!ls chiy or nighl, but whcn r jlv very of-en 
happened, she best! her mcal^ upstair* in she bide AirtiELg- 
td-nda which served her hoch as an afike and an a phiLe C*f 
privacy, she did object to Hcsty CLsnalng in And keeping tvsT 
Udking ao litas her food, grew cal-d* 
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Vet, ITi/tty, cmntdfteruEe enough: wh-era ie wits wortlj her 
WhUe, hml .a blind Apoa where ALilc. was conccmeiJ. 

In her hr-an the- believed ih*t Alice aJoixd he* -nJ slat 
made Jem finds, therefore, upon ibb quiet* eld^fty wommi 
that .she would rum have dared lx> make On. any Other 
human Iscmg, 

'Alice/ ,j he sjtfd now *■«■ she cede red I he room Empecu- 
ously, ■*! Wiitn you 10 riue up Colonel Ander-mn ai (he War 
Offi.cc- rmtl find out tf lie knows uiythJnc ahoUl 13cr5 rurti 
ArmRttonjj, 7'cFP him In rfkcqvcr where he jsi and if Lt ki in 
Eujyjtwhij, j^cr mrt the iclephurus number/ 

"Would Colonel Amlerttn be Bllowfltl to ^tve wou Kttch. 
in-ionusa km 'I* AJ-Ice su^ketl slowly. 

Fvot because she: did not know Hie aitswtgT, but simply 
beenufte she ktiew her CjUiiiliCfi Wirntd nhu^y HrKV 

'Of coutw he will lell me—don't be so ridiculous Alice] 
Ie im/c likely dial CoLu-aaei Amie-rscm will re-fu&e me any¬ 
thing. 11 

Thai was. true cnoUph The C"uFaocI what Alice 

lerim-d \n her mind 'one of Hetty's tp=me cats'. 

She knew Lhnt wjis sm Ei-dwiitihan expression, hut !ih* 
ctHlld lb ml: o:l nothing Fr* modem ph r j^eoEojiy rmim apt to 
ik^dbe him nn\l wurteu* ocher tmmtrtjs like him 

They raft round He-tty tike "mnlhs n>iimJ a caniJV-—sfi- 
ftthor ot AI fufr/p favourite idioms*—because die could pity 
I hem to ciom They were useful r.!fc her Siud -".hi- newer for- 
Sriit (o 4£*.Eurr Che Iai4 pound c*F JVcsh From them for whiLt 
■hr did and for Ehe kJn-.lmr^-jCa nhc rendered. 

Cole-net Anderson was a bluff, ^o^d-huinourest sporLs* 
num who would h*we sold his aoul lo rfre ctevil -my day for 
M.mlc lla-sE-clasS *hnotlnE. 

fi-elcy saw not only lhnt he was Included n-monj^ ihe 
BW-*ts af aEl the partridge: and ptesssnl; shoots, ai Treniu-'i 
Prci-k, lam -dsp ihiir Et ct&l him liulu or nothing. 

Ciircrid^ra- were paTSvided for him, hfi firs*-dins,* hzkcE Ift 
Trcntcm aitii buck wilk uz-nl Co bins In ndvanpo iimJ there 
w fVk often jj cheque in th* envelope ;n weTI toward* s-ucb 
expenses as lipping the keefners: itud ihe ^rv4mls aind the 
high uEakes he Was fn-r-fed lo play at bridge with £JeUy B S 
mfptti Wriitchy 
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Tn return- Col<mel Atkrfvr^nfi bee aim c TTulty-y dev nlcd 
slave; he Was hers lo cpmmimii, hut Alice siHptreUd lli^-t 
he 'rVitS pJad elicit she dhl mske demands upon hem. 

To hi useful made him in bis own c erf minion j«>cm lc*i 
In her etc hi—and Altec fett thal he wjim izenElamqn cnmi^li 
(o dislike, if not ngcnl, hla ii nime «-iJ rfn pc Defence: mi h 
w iimn tv. 

*1 wiEL ring the Colonel up." Alice tald wfch a. sigh., 

Ht~r f ricutaiet tvf chL’kni, which had luceir h-M uul sLKeU- 
L-nt when she had tssken off the si. I vor cover, was evui- 
gcalanp upon her plate. 

'Gond—Jiid tell him I want to t.nnw at once; don't feir* 
pet—At once. And Alice," Hd iy pnu*cd. "Yoll'vc nsicm* 
hered cvcrythfcn.B 1 asked f^r this eve rim it?" 

"The the brandy, everything. ! Alice .m- 

swered, nnd realised with a faint imvard imlie dial Hefty 
wits nervous- 

She was I evoking! ejctrenwty attractive rhls evening- She 
wore a drew of black naliri which had been made for tier 
by a Paris dressmaker before rive war. 

It had always been one t>f her ffl/nt hccomm# ^wns 
and Alice iu-.peeled that Hetty regarded U as lucky, W4M- 
ing il on ihote occasions whera she particularly wanted tn 
he favoured by the frods. 

She hud -i marvalhTtis figpiT-e. there was no denying that, 
and if i( had not been for the almost defumJ hartfntera o-r 
her ra press Inn *he won Id have been p rci [y. 

As u W 1 LM she ft it vc the impraoifci-n of n sciphLvricasinrt 
and a smart nesa which couEd only have tonic cut of P.iefs 
mr New Vurt. 

Ulic many Anieariean women, Hetty bad bcautSfut legs 
end feet and wai wife cnuuph io make ihe mosl of EhctFi- 

Oinmond clasps on her black oandala giiticrcd as she 
walked, drawing ihc atteHEion m the ■ -nmOnA^ of her f^cf 
an-d to Ehe erimsD n 3m--cinils peeping Ehrough it yi-is:Liii.cr- 
thin s lockSaie. 

'Yfflt look pre-war*’' Alice ex-claimed suddenly, -and 

Hetty smiled. 

"How tired T am of seeing nodfifraii bin uniform nnd 

dingy womwi with midc-over clothes,' she laid. "If the 
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war mi longer even my wardrobe wtU ha ce- 

hm i j s i c lI , 11 

-S"bt trniletl ne if Ktitrb -j on :nH agency u» im-po^tblc and 
AJlee KUtembcriniE rise cow tip-^n row of t-r-wni, tailit- 
matte. -t?rcii-^5f= r^nd co-fU-. which htrnc on ihe Cljiid LmiiLog, 
near Walkmans iwm. onEifd well bcltcva Ft, 

When Hetty wm bnyJng elotN* "lit bo-ujthl them \i 

fur the sheer hm of upte-rfi-ns, the ^be-er }oy of posievtinn. 

Not in % dozc-Ji ye-ar? of war cotrld ube have Worn oul 
□19 the things she had requited before coupons were intrn- 
tSuced. 

S’tsw ns Hisliy lumcd and iwlsled hensdlf a llElfO; wftceh- 
(n£ hdr refiteulinn in ebr m3rr-n-r over ch^ majitelpltc*, 
Alice fell thaf she wbh like \& young peacock sju c.-i-d i n p iLS 
■--* M. admiring herself. 

>Vhy are jipit so rn Iroow where Vfo]i>r 

Arm^rcwi^ \*T Altee asked. *E>oes Lady hfsirsden wartE eo 
see him? % 

"She doesn't r Hetty topped piraucf trn (i before ifr= glass. 
a Utui abtie is. vorneihlop behind shis. Alice, lorneEhmg 
wbiirh iW he: v-sf misseii, and I am deteiruiued; Co find Oul 
what it is. h 

Sbe apnke earnestly mnd with p vetwrJiiei3« whteh 
matte A| Fee tfu^pieleapk 

Sbe was used lei Hotlyb desire So know alrtuit people. Id 
probe bilo cherr inncmifKi lives, lr> drag due cheir most in- 
Ehniiile ucraEn but in jno^E <c:ljics il h.id hem: pjiji i:mjoLslIy 
Md 3i delire for power. 

Aliee somehow siinpftfrtd that this paw intercut of 
HaEJy r s went efwper still.. 

'Can if he jealotja-y?' she asked hefHelL An.3 Wttnd&tisd :F 
Ahc bmij found n due. 

tlelly stood rnofrinp lit fctr far s moment—Ahc-e 
ihoughl s-he wit Ip specie, i*> coodde isb her. hut ^he 

cEtifen^eil her mind. 

Shtf gave unOlher look ml hef^nCf in ibe 0as* n-natt rhntl 
WTdkeaf aWay r over ber thou filer as an uiter- 

thouglil: 

•Ciood ni^l, Alice/ 

Ae sfbe wifi I sJowLy down lhe srtidJ^ her btaek d/isas 
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mmrmp NshinJ font wlEti a ^i|i norUc. sfio thought of the: 
even fnr: ahead und then of the woman lying with chi^td 
cyea in dra Dolphin rotnn. 

T dip-like s- Mu- MursdliB./ Hetty iidlTLitted ro herself. 

Etislilce her?— no, JHh-e almost baud her, SftlJat hetd not 
come up ugaasiBi her m the post. ihc had don* nothing; to 
Caus<7 such an cmolion- 

Hftty knew that hot hatred sprang from jealousy nai 
only r*f Clive Rosst. hut ■Hecnuhe Stella STCRJ4I ior so 

many of She thongs Ih-m she hitd - wanted oJJ her fife &a^d 
hud never been able to ahiai n. 

Hetty remembered seeing Stella move with an aloof rfig- 
nilv which w-OS all her own through a Lh.ronfl.ed hallroam 
hi London, 

It was a h-ni ni if hi and flowers were wilting ;i gainst 
many white thottldem, whJJc mrn openly mupjpdd their 
fit c-es. 

Stella Tookcd cool—So She point of coldness? sh* looked 
honed nnd disdainful, loo, as if The people greeting; her 
w i"h adulation tn-arfe no impression on h<r, 

IhaL, Hcity rbriught. nauvt have been hefocc she knew 
Penram Armstrong, for 5hc remembered String bio'll 
during: the first m-cwiih* of the war and holing the ch.m^ 
in her. 

Then she find heeii Itkc rt aiiitiie eomc to life -md her 
beauty had become- a vivid* Cdlourful thing impossible in 
he ignored. 

Bui even when she Wits hirppy Stella COtdd tm im- 

pmssjop liT hidden reserve, of pood faMei, or nTirprO-TCh- 
able breed in a. and ii wit* for [hat, if nothing: Shat 

Heliy hated her. 

They were rivals in the .social world merely Eojtsmoch iu 
they were two of She small group of important and 
wealthy hosift&sfcA stiii estifeEifvg before tlw war, 

T"hc 'Mitr.iden Hljus^ scf had a polhictd slgatfleaiiice 
greater th:m anything Hetty had ever managed to emulate 
in her circle, although she had mcccecLiJd ih nurrcm-nding 
herself with nil xLu&fvrtmen r of Amhass+idcirs and Dukes, 
minor Royalties end other pexaufia with some claim to 

fiule. 
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A mHCflJafififlW L-dlleclion nf wfiEcb nm h-dstcvt rrtfeM 
Nr proud, ji nd £oc Kelly O'KdJIy of Ohio 5 mjmcifl 
hc-vcinfi ^scvihifig. taf “which ^h*: had ever dreami. 

Yil wirh hvr floors On the social pills# >hi bjid known 
even in [he heialrt of her power iiu.t Stella -DoufccC if she 
wished, Neat her ;le her own game. 

r fNi'C StdlH bnd wished to do rot Kin fl of the sort Waq 
more h HtniliiaMOFT than ih* faCI lh*M Lately ii invert- 

abS - ^ refitted the invitations of Mfs. Oemen? B_ Hfiyton. 

Tlie mi IN Of Odd grind &loVfly, buE (hey grind «£- 
LrtnVtly small." 

1 -leLEy had often quoted iJuil to her^elr when - h - had 
heen nhk to pay oiT ^ otd iepife to haw her ravage for 
tome sbgbE or snob adtniaiiisz:* ctid during tier fis-si ye cm* En 
1.oodryn. 

Now Cinee again, die wits provip.g the truth of at, Stella 
Mantden iA'3n iirnfer htT rCKit, v-^-x Uj ri.ll fellcnM :iHid pur- 
poaets in bar ptmar, end she. Kelly Hay ton. ettuld e£V?t 
ibe 1 .1 tfl ornate of retribution from *he iftmui-ntn 

She fiiucul Clive Reiss waiting fear her m the ttniwi-nii- 
mwru He- gnl «P aa sbe entered ihe rown ruui *h* nofed 
how Vi L' l l he looked in b diitner-foclceL 

Cocttaiig wcie uniting cm ihc lahle by ihe fireplace nnd 
Hefty, niiivinp, toward* them. Sudd an ;l voccc Ittto which 
■she could when -she pleased injeci a large amount of 
charm: 

"Yai] cn u Hi forgive me for he inn: scTflsh EonijEhl. I -ought 
to hove :tsj*cd the Cnply to meet you and toStond l have 
cbo-seia to keep you to myself . 1 

'If you had invited. tbe County. I should ha^z- rtlft 5Wfly. r 
Clive ^owere-d. ’Cm lircd t :md—ff you want the truth— 
tW&i\ of Kiriinwte litoes. 

■'naal'?. Lhe worst taf my rub: when one g-els So a *crtAfrs 
stage, njif is always be-ins called Ln fn-r a consulhi dun cm 
lErnngcr^ while if One wn honest fine would ptefar Co do 

Iteally J- XIJ work with jtlsc :i 11 ,-w, the FOftn^u., few to 

whom one is reafly a Kf-ctdiri-r/ 

Hi was speaking seriously and Kelly was warmed by 
It re tome. He wns being companaoiiBhle- giving her hia con- 
ftdenoe—Efeal at Sense a ssep t^rwaruL 

78 




Act "her rnqiaincs —and ahoy had "been many- ilhout 
Clive Roh made ikil fully n«d with her usmal Bbtfrbugfcui*:^ 
hud reAulEod m vmrv Nark informa tfon. 

he wan ni Scut, (bml has fuEher and moEbor -.• re 
pwr ami sh:it he hiin-^TE had earned hh University 
was wetl known, feLtE apparently when one had learnt 4 h=il P 
One had le;srnc .'ill. 

Who were hey friend?, how did he /.pend Ms leisure 
front*, w h-ii orhqr i^tereSli ftml hobble? h-id he beside -jin 
fiery. Were ihehe any Wduncu in hil life? 

El" » whul were their names?—to none of rho-e qucEr- 
lions could Hetty find an aoiwer- 

NtfW, like a hunter (racking do Wo snttw rare and 
grTi-LfifiG animal, ihe wa& alert and watchful. -S-he handed 
CJiv-c the cocktail ihn hnd poured nut for him -and lifted 
tier r>wit glass in a tnost. 

'TO our friendship , 1 she -said gcnily. 

11 Wita □ toast Hetty hnd often oflcied be fore uwd she 
c^presstiJ it wjlb jusi lh< ripbl degree of htsFEant hope in 
her lunt ma If she lunged Lor su niU‘.h and ycE Wax -if t aid 
to nnticLpn.Ce it, 

CSf-vc bowed, whether toEally or in -ill ^tr-.c^nty Hetty 
Wafl left Cn wonder. 

She drank her cockudl quickly and poured hc^elf an¬ 
other, IrliiMif up hLg lo the brim although ha hud -_-rily 

flipped s| it 

'll" yu-u COuld on ly fenOw," she said soFiCy, ihrt>w]rijr hflek 
her head a link because she knew it revealed; the line? nf 
her ihrxui, ‘what it means to me to hswt i quiet evening: 
here w>fh ycru E seem Id be in a continitnl rush, d ny -ufler 
xl-si >■_ night ni ter night. 

"It kMl only the running of this house—you know E Itfve 
that anil \[ j* actually lhs leasl o£“ my iJlffieuaHes. lllc 
n ul .v^s are so sweel und Marron a Irtahure. WuE she re AI? 
S*> ns-my other things—business anti ch»fsties, nil of which 

scL-ni to £i»^d my nl tension , 1 

'And man>- at which bcnc-at by ymir generosity/ Clive 
Alld. 

1 r! Money is like muck — HO good imkw it Fs spread"',* 

Hetty quoted softly, "and thai is ome ui the things l wont 
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r:■ |k \^li nh-nirt, Clive. E">nn"t you think it 1-5 urns ihaf 

you had an p.JCptTimeafcflJ hospital of your Own7 r 

She va-w the -wtddan h^hi m hit «y*a untl knew ihm ihe 
had 'iLi iJcik gold at laaL So ifemc wia£ where lii-i. i merest Uy I 
SEuj half suspected it arid it was Ahirc who. ii4 

u-sunl, had pUl Eh* kev of the dwr i n e.c-i hand hy re¬ 
peating n few KChtuntinE h-ild ovi?rbcaEd CbVe uy to 

Matron, 

h O mhim! 1 HatSy Ihouefit lo herself. 

It vvha nt th.ii tnomcid IhiLl dinner was xuiftnunrcd: and 

they walked together 3nio Iho dining-renm 

Heliy wna too clever lu :d1ow Eh e iLErndapEvE ne of ibfc 
grant emptv harnnhd hH.[l which was used nn format oeco- 
si-dels to .^ubmer^c ahe ievUmncy of a limner, 

Sh- K:liI .i In Me dciwn Lip hy she hre In her ™.ti *il- 
tEntg-Fou-m, I he HbndEcI ctr delnfar-a ■ I in l 1 . a po-ldrn glow on 
the while doth, the Pe$l uf the rPu-m in darkm&h 

Clive was tired. \d tired thal he was oanterli 1o give hl» 
■ttwes full rein, lo enjoy the redly ttelitHo-u* food which 
was handed io him. io 4-n.vow ihc wine which ho vcm cun- 
nobKCur anoLtgti m recognilve its; being exceptional, 

AKu hlfi bos-tcis. whom tie somclirnes fancied' was mlher 
crude in her ovqrH^uberwif validity. was talking gently s-n 
Uijii her voice soothetl ml her tfum rbuecdf him from a 
filcasuft! am J entirely p by si cm I lethargy. 

"Pfcionj"/ he thcui-hi, "how I have ajtrayt remain k 3 on 
my ,Ltu u rd where Mrs. H*y(o n la concerned/ 

Slue frightened him, if ii could he «- a EiJ fhal he in-hh 
frightened: of may wdiHjm r but his feax wes not fundam-en- 
lalJy for hlmsaff bud fnr her. 

Sht: £.ive him Ihc im^ressioTi of n liehe-repc walker 
Kwayjp.fi- above lbs fre&ds of the crowd, liable HE any rtio- 
rtK-nS lo miss, her footing. 

He nlrd noE know why he should think of Hetty like 
thii— m^i.1 pyopre. he knew, wotifd have laughed -it turn 
far heitig fjcndfiil. for nn one held a more asiurod plea? in 
tlw world in which die moved . 

Ye t b* found hun=e 1 f wntch i ng her, wailing r-n r iha. £tcri- 
dc-nl nr cxrilcinn which he sensed wlh !.h^L pin of Mm 
which his ctuilher w^^uld lipvc cnlEcd "fc=y F . 
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ThSa CVenFrcf! Y\v Wank'd l-n think of rtf-lhrfnp h *i| h k pwn 
mll^iDg, yci ho found itrange t ancle-i. crowding jn Upon 

lm 

ii jeemod to him ihnt the woman talking so easily imd 
cn l ;li nily across iKc EaMe \v;:- in dsm^efi nn<! he ^rnidcr^l 
wbM the danger wa-5 and if Ekir could warn her- 

Frmilly- sh dinner came la a close, he thncife: hnnsetf 
mentally, eunlnp bis flwffl powers of perej-pflon, allhougb 
he realised well enough How useful rhey wnt in I■ ib: 
C&reefr 

Often. so c fieri ihiii he would never dare cortfe^i it Eo 
Mywi^. hi! Efrasmosed enlinely by clairvoyance* 

A .5 he examined m patient be would know v/hsii wss 
wrong ioslJtie^ively sod =a surely lhas al was impossible- i.\r 
him lo be □( fiiull. 

5um0tjnie£ he would tsebl chts inner conviciion. [eEEtnp 
himself ihat there were no sien^ of symptom* thae could 
' 7 ijt na jrapcF, that he ctuM point out 10 encuhci dcn> 
tdr. 

Yet IncTPiiably and without except ton hEs 
w-ritltd he right; I hut inner sertite-. (hat r-L ^.1 h -ceisc that he 
pnssesiL-d Wjj wiser than all ihv external eviden ees, ik" the. 
|KFO«d Of sight, fueling und bearing* 

Often ■■'--hen he w-ut tired (,'lave would know that ihis 
pnrfc nF him of which he was Halt o^huned w£ts get ling nut 
of bond. 

Some cunelasrton wmild trap Inin being vviibr-yi cv-cn lbs 
dJis.: x :i-ion Of has brain In control it_ 

Once in Ehc tube irrdh he bnd known dearly and unmb- 
tjfcably whiil Wrong with rlic woman uppoiite. 

She had be*rn si fnl ( Mihurbun haLH?cwlfe with ■nothing 
particular lo cfEiting^F^lli htir iVam dto Hnrkdrtd* of Gfb^r 
y. L-in^n c Inm be ring, on end off Lhe train a| Vjindur stations 
find yet Olvc had known 'h- hnd wmc alr^nge, Unsuspect¬ 
ed disease. 

irle hud hntiled with himself n- to hpw In- approach hef t 
common srn.*c had told hfm to tulnd hist own business the 
woman would thtnk Him mad, 

-She might cause a scene. but rbr HlimiUirlnmm and ihe 
doctor m him would uot id low bin] to bhhk the h-Mj*. 
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He had flcrne sfTer Ih-e wcii^an aitd, nhruptrv hctaicw he 
wns- sfw itnd raEfcer ashamed of himself, he had -|.imsL 1uh 
C-Itil inlo her humi uml inked her conus ftud ftJJC hits :d 

Hie bi-n-.pjEJjJ. 

To bis surprise she came. 

WftaE he had- rappee ltd—rift, hvhnE be had kntwn—was 
«dy kici Efipc and -slaq ho.L died ihizv s RaGer, 

ttui tonight this poraar irritated him. 

'll ii absurd/ Lie MS lil bjm&trtL "Whet could threaten 

Hetty ‘Hnytnn7 r 

She wa* heflUhy cnoiisfr. he w=* \i.tne of (hut; her hi>dy 
mi wiry and filled whh Eire srrensih nf the working 
from whkb be tru-essed she cude. 

Her trouble, he was sure r was not that she had lo<S 
much id do, but tlrwE ?ihe hail to* 

Hor mu5cfciw h responding to Else uni 11 of joppendmui be¬ 
hind her. wanini someth ins hard, and resilient apinil 
which En B*h.ius| Lhccos^lve^; irvlt beds, Insurious feed, 

kllene*?. vnzve all wrong id Hotly Hnytoti. 

If ft he had he£n nude to tfOtlitv, bui?C h anti Eo delve inEO 
the earth fop her food. and keep, .he nmybE ha . i: been a 
fins wfimiri, 

IhEtcad,, whaE NuEurc Wn& denied jsbyia Catty ahe 
Khlewif menljiLly- 

Clive knew lhaa the firmed for power which ivn* p.n n nf 
the Helty Hiytcm legoer-d rctiillrd from a I Uck of l 1 - ork, 
ffnm 44 life empty of children, nml Ehe nfruCtiuji sjnd COWI- 
flMkn iuosdl ip which lies within a real Itucictl«e^ 

£>jimcr was finished, the table w;is tnten sway and 
Hetty draw her chnir 4tp close to the fim. 

'Shall we \ray- heteT site a*ked 1 e in so much more imj- 
ttiare ihua Ehe drswiD^rwm and 1 "- ^■iC lo 1 . 1 IL to you/ 
*Whai is worrying you?* ■Clive inquired. 

Hg t|Kifcu with the gLVxf-humoLcr^d tolerance nf a doctor 
who is uvtd Eft ptUwnEiS |;CMtng II linlc Lutvjiw OO Ihc I?de. 

"Oh, 3 dim't want fen tiiik about myaeLt/ Hetty said aoBtly. 
*BuE ah-nut you , 1 

Tm afraid that* ji dull saihjktf/ 

*Thatft wEkto yo o cue wrong, £ wonder* Clive, Ii you 
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nJiwr \ii\i wbia| .in fttlmdSW pClV^n y«LMJ Jim -md her* much 
VOU np| enl I Cl the liVCTJlge Wlfcmjm; 

Sibi? bent fLsrwiLrd jh she a-prtfc-g Md her eviminft 

dres*. revealed the nnf i hollow between h->r browt*. C'ltvc^ 
R-Zi^ tcirred resflessiy im tors chair, 

Fot ihc fir*! fljme be wondered if hi? Ikiul hcen wrw in 
lllowinp him.?w 3 f la aeeepl Hetty"* pre awing: invitations in 

BlTty .ni lifnion Park 1 , 

He stiilum iEayed away nncF be had lonfce-H em tbii A* n 
iern]-^! j otciS--iiori!L| visit, competing Hdty l□ ihia inknd with 
the paijeniA he i rented under her roof. 

Now he wondered M he had made a mistake; but Senil- 
tivtf io bin ne^dJoo Etedy changed her tune. 

'Let's talk about yorir bo&pil nL T n ve only re very vftjggtie 
Idea of whm an wperimcntal hesppCn-L rtveftew. Won’t ym 
fch me?’ 

He was. nhoul to rfipEy when tlnr door opened, H^tty 
nimed round sharpEy to see ihat It was Allot who ^ls in- 
CefcrtFptmp Chc-m. 

She cam e inio I he tr^om with the u*iunl Forward jnr>ce¬ 
ment -of her head. looking d re-ary and: Out of jduce m The 
shabby lw«eq:t|j| Jlie had worn d:Ly p her ^lasae* tTdckerinp 
in rht firelight 

J Whai I5 il, Alice?" Hetty't torur wm ^h-itrp:; h saiel more 
fonrihly than nnv words I hot Ahce to InirtKJijig wbeTC 
nbe w*s 9 lea*t w^nted- 

■| I Hoo^hl ¥ might In tell you, Mr* Hay ton, n< C-olrmet 
An.dcj-son a-nys the news wj]I be in the papers tomorrow 
mMf¥l^ng_ , Ali« ftpbed, Thai MofUf Annstmug luii been 
kifckd/ 
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•Clive icv-t to h|i fecf_ 

".Are you •;u 1 re lit Min of he ■n.sfeed- 

Alice Atibwefcd before Heiiy could tLo w* 


'■nil. quite ■ OolnAn-dci-san wart speaking o Micjjjil y.' 
Alte*"i tune implied ihsj t ahc Will caper lei fee helpful, 
She admired f" live Rut?.* and win. n Iwiftyyi plendsed to do nay- 
dimg, '-he couid Ibr Jum. even 1 q tite offe rizpg. of a ImSfe 5nt- 
formnlaon. 

Tfeeji sfcw CftlipJll wj^hc of M ■_■ l Ey’s face a_nd fcn-cw she had 
Dl-pdc a EtiKTmke. 

InstanCEy there *wep: over her lh.it feehng rtf Insecurity 
nn L S ii poFnsy which Neicy'i mngut and fialilt-finding mvnri- 
aibty ere a led. 

&he IViiciEd Ihe nwntce nt nielli wondering where she hud 
gone wrorrg, Tu:d haw die feLt uuae pari" of her brain bcEin- 
nusft in argue as though in defence of herseit 

' Bnt she (old me ihc wanted to fenow al Oncie t Al once] 
T~l iom' were I he very word. ihe iried, Tlo-w cqulcl 3 know 
thiit a he would mind CILve Jin*?. life news? Should 

I hsive ^otl sn a nclc or run e her on [fan house IclephCineT 
Poor Atr-De"^ hewSdcrcLT brrun waa .M^rkin-E an escape, ■ 
way our hke n*nw animal rn a trap, riven Kelly spoke; 

“Honestly. I don't think we need worry »rifwlve*; CoJo- 
net AndETsoFi h an oFlI gostEp, hc‘s often been wrCFnc bo- 
fort? in ihc Shiugs lie I old me und W i ce shouhl know him 
Well enoupli nPI h> listen 1o ru-mOuTV.^ 

Thii wja LcnfEilr tci Colonel An si et rami sit Altec- well 
fetK-w, fcjr illhoufijh he wfik nor ■:•■.■,>with bpstna be 
had proved hifiisc-tt on aft cKJcaiiioni extremely reltahls- 

Oul Hedy knew what ■•■he was -clomp.. Alice ■-uppo-vtd. 
dhU wondered how she L-auEd -c^pe from die jdrttnjiion 
whilch she knew weold br 3n=rs la-cx- 

Tcriupv you'll full me whd Itu* Colonel An d err on ii?* 

Clive eokeiL 

Hia qucct voEce ieemed in break tttTMJlflh (lid len-sian vi“ 
fcn-iitrng belwtcn the two women. 

IMcs it mailer?" Hdlty -iniiJ, Ilirsiing (o him wilh one -%f 
her UaHhEng fimifrt 'U'* very iusd- naluralty. if ii ii true 
fthou.1 B^nrnm A wmWim\* r but I don'l thmk sny of us 
tiedi.1 be unchtly dial LM lied.' 

"I wai rhinkene of l.-sidy Marsdea/ Clivo Etnjwered, JLnd 
hia eye* Diet Hatty's Jcvcdy. 
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"Of cotirse—fwiflf Hetty c-stl* i iirfSL-.l, hm hphfcly 

W-i I Hoil| cmOimn, 

AEkie-. *|fiinlcd though she wii*. e-miUI nnt help admiri-ns: 
the wa\ in which Heffy wa* striving u> £jv c ihe whale 
thing Jin air tfE unimpntEjince.. 

'Yes, poor Simur Hclt-y ?£ pc need again: ‘hui perhaps it 
would he wiser not to tclf her yet hul keep the news- until 
s.be sponger/ 

'WhtJ i* Eht* Colonel A n-de rwinT Clive spdfcft to AT Fee 

She beiti tilled h^ftpre an-s'A'fltifljg. glmaCmg, nl Hcliv for it 
1c«il 5" hur H-cEly,. hending to take si heavily scented hun-d- 
kercliier one of her evening hu\i. j|ave he* nn Help, nnd 
ATiif. chis&cpoll- 1 ? that Clive wa^ nwuLtuig* her reply, :-.inJ 
duEby: 

■H-u's 31 Eke Wpr Office.." 

’Am! he told jiOu ihe neWi was oElt-iLiCil^ 

TeC 

"Thank y^u , 1 Cliv-e Spoke srr^voly, 

TumirL]* toward* the tine tio tlrrcw his ha If-smoked 
cEjareite iirco ike flafnes. 

Wft! Arc you golngr to do?" Hciiy jr.skcd. 

"Ilf vou'll escrcre mt, T he replied, 'Til jp.* up and mzc Lrtdy 
^aTHd^FL.' 

‘But why? -Surely it's not your job m brroifc Ihr n-:ws In 
her?" 

'Anyrhtn&V mv Job," Clive answered wiPUy. “that bfftrcti 

Cite well-hecrtp of my patient^* 

Hesry pave =m sxtdiirnaik>n which might have been one 
oi airilikElnn or surprise. 

'Bui sunsSv." ^ihe cxpcretulatekh Swe are taking ihit unne- 
•De-Ssarily veriottslv. Even ppewing. thal Reirlniiiifi Arttl- 
r trowig is klped, iii^ wc- not araumbi^ that his deftth will 
n.-cc4rssnrily aETcd Sijj-l I ;i? 

"1 have Tpq^rm lo believe that He hiu madv no rfforl U> 
g;e! in El-licIs with her MfiCC her ilEtics^. Obviously, Lite 
whole-atTnir—1C idT^iir ii w.ir&—is finished. 4 

HVcfiy w_i,t *pc,iking quiekJy wilh the siridem mite Fn her 
voice which C.'Tive Itos* most lilsdllced. 

Hu looked iiway I turn her inwards Alice and it v-r=nat=d 
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n* if fcb eyes re-bEcd rn icUef tip ihc ^h=abh', Jlg.i3.rt- wbh 
Ercytng. luiir And apologetic tiTifT'.vra eyes.. 

'E Ehrnfe l.ndy Maraden jakouid ttifiw.' Hr? HaJd p^t$cnUy + 
“and 3 w< i like so see 3to before she goes to •.! -=ii ‘ 

He spoke to Hetty but be looked at Alice, and then ai 
he parsed Ebc latter be '.lopped dosq to her. 

Thunk you.' be uikl sotily. Jind Alice bslVo ti little Hasp 
Of rehef. 

Ciivefs tiod-ersEandlns -would ME, she knew, ertc-usa her 

with HctSy. but yet in s-ofiH: .■■, dne fclL nbsol'-edi From 

wh-fttever -tin *hc bad committed, Site looked after him as 

he wa lked dial of Hie f&oan. 

Tbere'^ a real man/ die ihoujgFit- 

Then jls th* itoor behind him she h raced her 

tier Ye* for flhe tqe*Htable toene thil followed* 

The niftht nur** wsa vailing before ihc fine read tog; n 
newspaper ns Clav^ enrered. She jumped lo her feet, cqp- 
scSou-- of hetng eout?ht weermg bedroom dipper? end f«d- 
fptf in consequence rather emharrMScd and etl at ease, 

Ts 1 ady KlaitsU™ crwakc-T Clive asked, 

H !ihc unt= Jiye ndauics ifo, air/ the nurse replied 'SEudl I 
go and 

'Mn, tfnnl hniber, Nilrse, til |fo tny^elf/ 

hie opened the door in5o the bedroom end went in. 

SteElra hiid had her sup-p-r and Wtw tiepin:i i 1 would sonn 
be lun-z for u sleeptn^ rfratiujhr v, '■ co she •cOill-.l lose b-jrself 
acid her iknuEthtt for ft litile ■while in ■sleep. 

She thnunhs it Ntic-ie rniejing and rooked Huiad to 

nsk her Ihe lime. To her EUirptlie *he SftW Oivtt* 

He came Forward out of the shadows nt the dk»or biu! aas 
he LippFO^cihL-il the hed she noted for ihe Fint time lhal he 
wa* gooddcKitinc:. 

Hit briar ■iva-s- "-lightly i*r£y ui Ehc temples ^nd she won¬ 
dered how oEd he was, chinking of him: Si a ham an being 
rnihrr ih.m ih-j [in ornnipoleru power which hue l pr4.-vcp.trd 
her shining her lteart"s dciiire. 

"I w,*isn"i ■e-s:p£Clms you a|ZJ>rn r " she said and tb*n arfded- 
T Ibnntghf I had oifciadcd you/ 

'Itocicm axgn'i aLknvcd in he offended," Cl bo XLtiwertd 
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pim-c] y. In it ihetr n ao-iphcltin oJ , am Me _m lhe cor- 

ncri iif ht-j iiilmi l h :i ncl his eyes IWankEcd. 

'Are ihey inliumart^ SlflLii naked- 'Perhaps ihv'f 
oiigiir lo be ^ ihcy are %n pnwei'tu I ■ 1 

There was n hint of buccrne.ss la the ]jurt words. 

Oive *nt down bntdfe the bed. 

"How «irc you feeliEr^ 1 ?" 

"Eracdy rite ssme. I>id you tstp^ci. much allcsaliunT 1 
L Art you strong eno^E** ^ had nc^T 
Siclla lay vtsry <Gi3l. 

"Etourl ntwsf she queslinncfL 
He nodded hb. head. 

'Whr -h 3l7“ Her datk ryes Were searching. Clivers fuel*? 
thrEL before ei e could reply she whispered: 

'Btrtmm " 

A itfti n Clive ncelded. SEcHa's mcnich qntvcTed. 

'He's dead?* 

Tm afraid eq." 

There was a Forty: tilence before nuddcrtly lei her Dm) 
»pi prists Sitila found she had bnld of CTlvg^s hand. She wa* 
jtfippihg S(, hold mg op to j| with a HEvu^th Which sur¬ 
prised herself. 

Shp fell dc-teched, n, spectator of her num emotions 
[3&e-n Iske a buildinp i'. hich ma dden I y cultapsi^a he-fore I ho 
bljis-L nf an explosion she crumpled up, 

L BcrlrEkni- cfaid She spnke hardly jrhove « whkpgr -nncl 
yer Ehe weird’, h-L-]d an a-iony of i-yff^rtnp 'F cnn'i bpEteve 
it! Hiiw could he be?—he laved life so, lnvid every cmj- 
menc or IL" 

P^rrmny IrtughEng and lafcrng .. . flerirrtm ruling ftcroas 
Ihe downs. ibe ^mmd of his vttScsc calling ber name os ibe 
strove to up with him . .., 

Bertram ^inching her up In h?_s nims boldine her high 
Hgainsi hr?, henrt when hr tame on leave uneE-pectedlv - - - 
Bertram Idling her-in Che dnrfcji^* of hrs c*r. on n 
Seincfy beach, under iFfcc shade of 4 . l .-V; Lice, on [bn 

hiilconv of his flat- r - - 

A( [he 3 l 1« memory her bold on Ojve’s hand tightened^: 
coukfn'l hear ihis- pain. Ihe wounds tnii11]cijn_c wtchEn 
tee beiut*. 



Bertram if* Tits life had Injured het. sn *be EbotiphL 
bey«nd rep n. rati cm scod yet ocnv an del (la. itan iipofiy wn& 
gTT73!Ecr- 

She eIkiueJk t*f Thai laai mcjrnrrsp, that nrKirnln^ when 
5Lh- had pse >ip ta Loudon eo ra^et him,, wt hippy^ st* ra¬ 
diant because she wjs about Co sice hfcm. 

Then like a dnm brenStinjj; before a fined aha btjtnn to 
^pe^k. She -w^s not caincscEous of her woced-i, of how *he 
phntsnd her ^pleuees lit Indeed fff wh&l albe im3; It w;£S 
Ml even £hcnk!n-£ aloud. 

It was foehnjt articulately* ail ;he snL^r; arid* Liphup- 
ptfieKS of the p-:esl nwnllni ciflminallng in ft ^iODUle Q«1~ 
flow wh ieti KOlbintg c*ufUI s4op r 

She was hardly aware that il was tn Qi'c ^hc was loiTt- 
iny: her TeMTve wag down, Ebe bond* of rtpFettEion w£rne 
broken and ffi* poured Out hex Icw-Eirips as iif il wjh hef 
life-blood ^'btiing: away and brincifig. relief in it L : flowing^ 

Otve *at very atilt and idem wink she ijsblce. 

It was nof difficult T-o elnboralc. it needed ffillr Elriaj^lfla- 
3ion TO !HiilcF | itiiiiiJ behind tlw -Lp!»r*i|y n| c3»c ntnry >hc l^ld 
hhl 1 her etiok^nu whimpers how much there «w Liriapotea. 

li was ea^y l-o conjure up how Inwly Stella muFt have 
looked ihzit morning when ohe soL out E rorn MafadeO 
House lor I .iundorj. 

She h&il fcctM Bertrands klter cbo day li-efcire, 

'I've gvX supra ■farline, and J“j-j-i ef»naJpi£ ft? jLond'nn 

C.t: FFcr/lt£.f 4 ftjflP . IFfDf vrj« frreel juit d? /fi'J-T iff 

Ai-toiy, fr^eji£>r pny ittd'n e^pppu-i in xa /rw 
wj/rtirfe- FGfh'ilr t Im dntf I'd fre XprUCtd Up Mtff fflffSft. SO OS A? 
firy iVirf /dr ;rotiF' 

1-'c7ex ftimw fori h. 1 /■layeA ju^r irp/twnftfff r>/ ^Mfler.T To 

Xlti-, frir-jV/rrirn^y. rtrttf /Ji4> /t d IfCTfl. I PTTiry i>/? CtbnHttf 

VI*ry .vAisrf^ v T'i'j- CZffirrdrl /t r^Jtirrjf r?/ f^/njg d Irrp oul 
Eficr /rjr .] cc.v-j/4’FffiTC«r IP/ frfJT-wf^J- 4P/lrf I , rd' /iir lx> 

Md'.r/i /jp??p» /r H-fJixM he 1rather- fun if £ hadn't Id /euve 

jnspii 

IS- j-. s J irrajfrj_y J7P rft-ej'^r. flsirlirt£ t <7r,.i ir-- ^ii-rn'r rtf 

ffi-iy-rlfchf ifrtrjj-T -4rc ^Jp/rirrg ^d-p-ftWif fd 

iff”/ J:wxtw J xrrrr," 

bJiL- had haO'dly nlcpt that nlgbl, DcrMm bad, hcra i-Q 
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the n-nrlh for Atfe Wcrefe» and she bed nol had Ehc chance 
Eli- scl eyes oji him_ 

She lilt like it schoolgirl who hit ktm unexpectedly 
gr-nnlcd a holiday. 

r>i*;?i rclinjj her HLecL Oross uniform '■-tie- chose her pre8» 
desi and g^yesi direct and c-o-n t adding □ ridiculous ISmIf 
ZlilE nf lulle and feaciiefs and two gtciil blue fdxrfl. which, 
hung: 0L-rt>s* ittrr shemliSeis fusing rfre partVct wirri^g-u of 
her n-e^t and head, 

She won* Lip to London by rail, rtpreldiYj ihc days 
when she ciqntiJ have been taken ceMhforlahly from door to 
dock? In a Rolh Koycc. hul i[ ■ li d rf t really mntEej- -B-cr- 
iroiin would he waili ng for her* 

She went up very early cm u train lhat ielt the sEHlJon 
Eucvirest ten M.tndcn nr?:m 

She. cuo, wanted l& be spruced up before she saw tort- 
ram and she lelepfrnoed la ber hairdresser r*rni msde an 
appotn invent for 1 f* o’ctocl:- 

Ak MM>n s* she bad BertrarTs lecier *be Keml lor rh® 
head gardener euseI Eftid him EhuL ' he required peaches ;md 
grapes Eo he pul LrHn a brisket, Brad iihc herself vccral down 
eo she d&m&iion house and picked a huge fragrant bunch 
of Bertram 1 -* favourite flowers, 

it wna difficult t» gei a seat on the train and leavfng her 
maid in copc with the luggage -iilrllrt, laden with the fruit 
Uhd flo" a-'-ct-, finally herself into Jn already ov^r- 

crowdeiJ Bral-cLass carriage- 

Tile |wTQCy wijs hoi Ihktd cencomfnrtahle bul she barJJy 

notciPfrd i hji r there wits anyone oLso in the ernii?^ 

She cuuld only Ihinfc of Bertram und pJjul how they 
would enjoy every moment of the hours ahead. 

'Pnrty-eigh.E houfst 1 

II whs tint a tong time In which Eo mote up for the 
empty weefc* when i hey had not seed cmh other* m which 
to steel themselves ogamst I he separation ih-lt Say ahead, 
The wuitd of l he iroin seemed io echo hLs nurnc; already 
her hearr was beating fast In anlicripsmcn. 

The train wag late into Paddington -and when fin nil y she 
managed so ofelnm a Uud S^lu realised that it was n&arJy 
tune for her ZwfrdressEag appo-minispL 
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T Thun'r ^ave'Eiirte to go to ibe hottsc," sfqe ttiftd her 
ntrsld "Vciu can Lfr-np me in Bond SstecL" 

They were b=dF-w.iy (here when Slclla ehjingerf her 
mind. .She rapped cn the window* .nu! directed lira drivof 
Id stop is! ihi.- ndj:irvM Sft*i rank. 

When ho obeyed hor she goS cut, ledIFng her maul to 
dri-v^ on, arid changed into anolhcr IftJti- taking wish her 
only |he flowed ,ind Inill# 

She hnd ten jninums to SpAre beFore h<rr nppoisrCntccit 
and *fee decided 1o go Lo- fieri ram-s fial, To put Ihe Isoweth 
in w4Li =4 r in pe!Kt[ne9B fot him find, to leave the I mat .'ir- 
rtefhhc d in a fc*YW| ri n Ihe d*n n i n^f- f nom table. 

While she h$ii been El. 1 , rafting she had thought of him 
ajrivfnq rtE hlff cheerless, unopened flat, fo f cbe caretaker 
of Ehc binldL-pg did lilt" c in wiiMinse. nod ibe felt that she 
epidrg no I bear him m have mo cof-d a wdScomc. 

fteitmm rnvBrinb3y m cringed IT* make htmraM Cnrirfort- 
abler nevertheic-^. she kr.cw bow her Glowers w nuE-d 
brjyhien op :h* Mttmg-TW-m- 

Sh-.“ ihoufchl I no i h-i I the rmsgbl jose scribble n ntvtp nf 
^3cC>me r tin printing On pUfrar (be Wordt. of lo^e with 
which, she would be gr-G-cl i ns haul bErse] f in a few hmins. 

When ?hc reached The block in wiii-c-h Beitraai'p Abe wai 

iituJil-cd Fold the- E-o^L-drivct lo -wait and fcbtrfl petting 

inEo I he ■ i t r Cook hers cl f op Eu the six lb fii *nr. 

They Hn-tl cb.~-.- --s n l"1 i : ac Lbc because- Bertram smd! 

be mie:1 be able lo breuihe. 

'Beddcn/ itert-jffn viUd,, loverc should Always huve a 
i'xim ^ lEh ji view/ 

This* hizK E he-cri s special joke between for fieri mra 

seldom tonl; her up En the lift without saying:: now 

far oiar '"room with si view"'," Ami like all miifnn?r ]ok<=f 
between !«m peopEc whn Eora each other iE had a tender 
siig^iifTcance which meant scj much more mm could he -t:-: - 
pHiUsd in wtsrd-s. 

The lift teupped ;ir the EOp Hopr And Stef In, ^lyI mSE. 

'I Fui^e iny too l^ng,'' *be thought, '3 wSsb Td 

rrmdo itby appoiiYlmen-t with Antpine bj-li iin hoi:! later." 

Blii ihon she migbr have hcon laEC Utf Bertram , 1 for ^he 
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knew how lon^ it to he eiirndod Ep in wur- 

isrjijc, tm-befi there wm a thofti^e of assist .w.-t. 

^tic took ibe key of ih^ flral: nul nl her tHt j 
carried it weth her because amm the v-».--y vhfl 

and Bertram h-id heefi wi ve enough, to dispense whenever 
posad b hr with tb-c nElCJilion of servant a.. 

- Hn]f th* La i. !■ t-:-Ltp- En Mayfair/ Btftr-im tofcd her, 'comics 
from the chatter of servant* who know everytlkiii^ Let's 
be independent. 

Khc had iLccepled hh more experienced jndpiVKhE with¬ 
out qiwsliovuing it *nd hail TeftmtJ to love ih c limes whci 
they could be utterly atone without the fear of intern ip- 
Eion or of cutipih ears tlsUcnln-g lo 1 hv-hr CM.wpcnliftn. 

She tmeerted the key und opened Eh* door it wu# dark 

in the little halt anti she ptEt d entrn her basket so ai. to use 

both hands Eo I ake 1h^ key from thy Vile twk 

Evan ■* *h-c dad so she heard voice*. 

For a moment she was- too fsurpfjwd Eo do more rhrap 
think that someone hnri ,ifOt ftafo lie 4 tram'n flat by niisc_ik^ B 
then 'she heard him speak. 

So Bertram w.rfc* buck JiEneadyT 

Her h^in JeapE at tht knowledge,, but she realised that 
he was speaking In somebody ethI ’he ehiSCjCcd Iter ti rtt 
impulw which had Swsn to cry oiai fils n amc. eo t=.=El pot a 
gr-caling vo ihnr be ntirn-r know she wdls there. 

"You arc- Inking a lime/ Her train was saying. ‘Hurry 
up—I"tn rpvcntw% hungry - 1 

There was a Jau-gh omi Stella knew chnr ii ejime from 
the dlreetFon of the iittl-c kitchenette. 

'IlDCi’J Evu LtJ impn-ttent- htg Itoy," a woman’s Troicfl an¬ 
swered. ’Your breakfiOft im't ready yet; besides, I rtover 
win. u good cook/ 

l Afl women should he good woks.' Bertram replied. 

Stella knew now that be wa^ speaking from litc bed¬ 
room. 

“Sen you!* 

Slulhi stewed wwy still, turned lostone- 

Sbe had Ixcn carrying ihtr CflffliTlonji in the crook of 
be: oxna :■ 1 1J now (hey dropped. Be Lhc lloor* falJing softly*. 
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a pniLeh of vivid ictirl el ag3HQ&E Ibekr while ptipCT ftfld the 
eturv carpel. 

’How rmKh longer tire yuu gwas to be-?' 

Ic wa* Burirnm c&FHiifr o*je smam und rmise a rain she 
tiitticbltfp g&y, young :*mi eadfaJ I e fitted* came flwdiug out of 
the kitchen. 

"tf you arerTE a pu-nd hoy yins shiuTl have h^- sil.i-.l En 
Ii-ecf Buddey, tf you’re hungry il"j. your t'Vfi. faiialt aa you 
well ktiuw," 

' A nd V4iia had noth iru? m tin w^lh il, I soppe^e-,* 

"Nolbinft ni nil, of courte. I ivus only the ncee^ftfiTy to 
Ihe fact' 

"It f warn'l sJi laay I'd sfirnt find spank you fnr Ibat." 

"iVell, vntp'll nil ve I he Oppoiltiniiy in a mmmeail. tkcak- 
fiwt is iorved. nilord / 

SiclJ-n ptdieil hGtxclf iogjelhe? wEih -te sudden \*r\L m 

She *v:ut ft'rMH-ft of her ovum position, of standing envet*- 
dropping id 1 - ih^ dark h-filf. of Feeling hJSlcrly co'ii, os Green- 
hlicts mi it seeniiHl In her as tf her teeth mviM challtr. 

51 la itipped out, ahuiiing Else door behind her alrnoef 
noiisei&ssly, then for u lr^menr she leunc against It *£uiVeF- 
big Jill over timi covered her face whb her hand*- 

.Sh^ couEd noi thunk. could crunl;.- stand tbrsre wnndcjrin ijt 

»hv nn mere!Iit1 cibkvinn look her info kn keeping. 

Then she irealtsed ihaE faintly, very I'alnlEy fllmmt 1 & 1 .I- 
dphiy, ihe could he^ir voices through the door. 

■She fled En-ro ehf lift, pat dcvvci lo the ground floor end 
rim down the Hcp^ inm ihc widest ht*3_ 

’Piuldih^rofl/ vbe said. 

She sot WaLtang on Pmldiat^lOn phi tform For the nest Emin 

flOrtFC, 

She ciid nor r^mej'n^tr to reiL-phonc htr mn-nl iinril lmse 
that evening and pfre poop waman wjis worried 41 in whsd 
could have happened In he?. 

She could [liEn!-: of fi nib tag, reme-mber ncithEnp &ive chn,f 

gay, i rtt,Nin I a Li l* hi cr atu-J Here mm Ss volet HH5wer.ln.H 

|t_ A fte r that everythan-i? in ICfe :hdE nuiEiered seensed CO 
Slop- than ni if she h.nd dttrd. 

h'nr ^-hc wanted to dfc- fr Ehc «r»n-c ttiin^ ditJ 

w,inf— Eo he dead and ±11 pejic^ whhiat hei-^elf. 
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Bertram had the fuui hem Ihere r*u sorai on he 

fa-UBirl Ibe liaskcl of frilll and (be Erpfss Mftfitdert 

Ef,- 1.1 ?j; , 111 wiii n-;'i1 diilicnlE far him to £Li£i3 exactly wh.it 
hail huttpenetl 

He h;id telephoned her- turf she hn,d fuFtikiI to 
hrm; he had wriilcn h tr passionals Imploring leEJCTi; 
pleading fot her vndunvjtntlin^ 

b »e nf*UMi4Wt,“ i>e said 'Vwi trfe-tf me ino hitfh. 1 bnv® 
laved you il lung time and I filled you Only became I am 
& mnn. 1 

Philip's words came back Eo 3t«Ua 35 she remi 1 his Tlt- 
ter. 

“Never expect From penp“e more than ihcy are capable 

Of 

Sht had e^pccEcd loo much and been dTsatpporrrfcd- BiaF 
fibi" could noi resurrect whit( h-ad died wiihln her heart. 

Shu lead Bertram.^ Idlers :irjd hii prtm»tflEioas of Inv^ 
with n EeeE=op only of utlcr despair. All define for him had 
reaped, she was encompassed shout by her own miteFy 
and n sense of failure iind of rf-c-tnl ntiOTi, 

She knew il would l?e imposaibl-e For her cither to fcnT- 
givc him or to loru^r what had happened- 

M he had taken n mlltrcSs flnywhore else, perhaps it 
would have been differenl:, hm in the flar which hud 
played such a big part in (heir live*, In ilieir own "room 
with a view"—that 1 she could never forgivt- 

A doctor wouhli have told her Ihat she was snfFcnng 
from extreme *hock: vhc only knew Chat she Was Eortorcd 
by her feehitps cwry waking hour «hf her life. 

She fell that she could not go on living a! Marietta 
Home, doing the -gaune things she had clone unre the be- 
pinning Of I he war, playing her port as Chorum andante of 
the Red Cross, ils ckfttaUhK of Philips Va-rf pcrcitssifor^- 
Someone si]v.kc of the factory :md she decided in go 
tSrrr^ ah an Unknown worker. She harf jpwa n fhise name 
end start cd her -iprmntlceship. 

Thp rapHtHiofi had Com aside her Anonymity, 

‘Can ’1 you lmderslaml, can’i you rcsrfiM* she asked 
CIeve iww, thal 1 must gal Yon have brought me 

back eeieq the t^pc of Life which I have alwayt lived*. wiikli 
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C5 so m kd wilJt mtTnndes rrf Btrtnun nnd with ul£mneie5 
of Philip l hat It a ctnciOlioil. 

TbeM p^opl* know—Ehey nil know whnl rkilnim 

fncnni to me, I can whm ElH?y wre wySrtfl- Tv* fin¬ 

ished with them mice ja-rsd far aEL" 

flcr hold i^o Clive's hand aj^tne-oeiJ mot11 her n^EI* 
in in- him. 

' I Tfmle m y rmvKjf, 1 ^hc eriied psa^ ion "I fi nv* la" I 

lie imAbc nnw wandering whether Burfmm should rv^r 
have Ift^ed me rf 3 hn-div'r had any E shall tic-'ci know Tor 
OerEeifi but I do kix>i.v one thing -he would never have 
wmicd to mirry fm- if 3 hadn't bci-n rich. "OO you think J 
w*nt to fo on living bi j» world of time sortT 

Clive said nnihiUjC and elEI cr a Few motticnK ■die said 

dully: 

is I've jtot so Ike. It's ymtr fsiuh ih-nl 1 have, hike 
m -2 aw»f where There are rsal jwoplu. They muU efs'esit 
■nmc where. This- way of living is finished it's dead. 1 knuvf 
lhai l nr lh^ truth tauM I. too. bnvfl dN, 

Tm (lud—eati fc t you undtrscand?' SlrlHa M^rsden ii 
dead ^pii n.«- ell ibe puppets who mc?v® to Li tad here r who 
■osee jglfttered and shone In LhiS empty aimless lilc which 
we chEI wcassy ate dead ioo." 

Then- n com- which had Rome*hing -ch-iUEtke in Ft -and 
WftS mfLnbely h dple-sw ssid pntheifc, she whEipC-redl 

^nrncwfiire (hen? num be people whn are . , worth 
pro serving . , . IhdU art th-E peujllc 1 W.- 10 I to mec* Taik-e 
nve uwrpy . , pleat** lake me . . , srWfliy.' 

She Mill held tics haod and n**w she Srieef to r^ise herRefef 
in the bed as if 1.- eojtfpcl bt« uHenliOR, hul ih^ weafcneiH 
Of her body prtvcnlcMl her and for Che JarM time vniw ib* 
had begun Eg- apeak Clive moved. 

Hi fir^wti tH=r bud ^cnity flgaenst her piltows .ua<J Ink- 
Itiy, □ tlnss from beside lhe betf held is to h*r lips. 

She ft-iis v&r> rah-naitcd and hear branch wss ccmFiiJf 
qttlckly. bul now it was no En-nger the M;i!ue of a. Wdinud 
Who lay there hut a woman sidle ring - anti d-relmjg. 

Her fntze had changed, tff. look or immobility had gsme. 
IcijiCCrtd- it w-ils -"-avupeil waLh emotion and Bears hIjlhecslciJ 
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an her checks where they had run unchecked from her 
ey« jjs ahe H|iokc, 

CiejisJy Clive fripaJ ihc Icmim' awwy with hit own hnrtd- 
k Lie l 1 1 i*i-1. iitfd chen he ■■-i-i -i ■ i i^E I Jr In l hat vciia* e?I 
end re^CuEsi ti which Lied &o often broughc euirifort and 
peace ti> hLi pntJengis-: 

'I will do whm k hc^i tm wm. a 

Then you'll tflfec FrtP dttuy from , P+ hi.-re?" She padded. 
"You „ . , pronsjw:?* 

"Fm-iau^e,’ he Airuitwcfcd ^invely. 


ID 


M 'SS Ong.Sr, wale rung !hi: gefunsLrma blooming in her win- 
U-nwbcs^, lenm mal qf che window to sflbul nl u sm^di gif I 
Who Wi'is tn ch:irgL- ;l Nthy ttl :n pUT&mh ulil! Of. 

‘Doris-, 1 ’ i-hc called, 'talic I he pram off the rend itnrtl-edi- 
uiely, Yl>u are to keep on the pavement, yem know that/ 

The child, absorbed in watching a game of hop-etoteh^ 
looked up in snjxp rf.«4t *it ihe eom-m*ndjpg voae* coming 
from above Jsec When ahe lW who i[ was SjnJafcmg she 
dimpled and. smiled At hliis Sugar with Lhc confidence 
b'-irn of affection. 

! Orl righl r mis*, I Won't forge! again/ 

tf n»l'i 4 i JffHSd girl.' 

Onyair WUlched lhc lit Ik urn-up for n few momenta 
with rp benign exprefiskm, sh^n >hui the lower fin If of her 
window -tt-HtU replaced tlw now empty jup an the liny 
kitchen* 

She was an enormaLi* worn in, xo ki^e 1h&5 Tt seemed 
?i]mi"-.i awe-in.qpiriri e Ih; : nne human bern^ oukS carry 
Birch »'l mmichkin of flesh. Her tuu r wn\ sErcated wish grcy k 
btit her i -ie* wdi* curiouily utilkied iMid it wus dilljcult to 
guess Ihu age. 

People hi.J even berm known t>> x*vier that ibe was irj 

95 



the SHiic of scvenly and that she rentnlficd yminp 

and active by mcjm of Vti^-i ejcorthp* or bhkok msijiie. 

Evtii-f. Qnsir mother diefiied rtc? diKptovud lhe gCisdp 
iHiaEic RwnclF; she wns in all things iungidarty u.neom.rni_inU 
caciVti 40 ve win tin il cOiiCtro&d ihc. wc lighting of her put- 
licntrL 

Nn-iv, iii ahe it-nod fr*r ni moment in her s-mnli ihtrny:- 
ro^rn, her IhoUghls far awuv. she jnsllncliVcJy moved her 
■fingers as n masssiHt wi]3, -o-Kcrcif.in g them. 

H-.:r 3t.mi.l--; Mirprrten£|.y pm id I in pJoptirKnii lo her 

unuiidnt gifth, (he hn^er* short and well ahspurcS with 
quisilefy-fcftfti naiEs. 

ilicy kiok-cd like s L-hihJv h :i iis.F-s. an H i( impossible 

whhout ESi^tfhfince (o reci^pib; I he power and atreft|(h 131 
lheUd 

As ' Sit - CJngar sEaod pensively injfcelive them whs Lhe 
sudden burr of 44i eleeme bei] mt lhe front door. 

She tamed c-iLLxrly lit Shi_ wusu] -□> if she had hecn 
pee<in-p it r mn-virijr quickly ncro 1 ,* lhe room nnrJ into lhe 
lirtie kudh As *ht opened rhe door *be eavc u stgh of Hatli*- 
factum, 

^cime m,’ Fter. -Did. “T waj ra-pe-ettn g ynti.’ 

CJivc L-nrei-cd the room, wipitjfi his fcei o n the mat 
more Ijcm hiibil lh:m nec«aiTy for it wafl q dry day. 

"You were ejipcctin^ nseT 1 he repealed, ptEeilrd, ihen AiS- 
!w Pursed Id meet her wide vfflilc he sddcdb k Ge( Gloria 
with you—you and you r hen then tricks. Jn imy -nbcr cert- 
they hial ihiv y-ml would! have been hi I rmed a* sr witch/ 

P I cant well believe it/ Miss On gar replied complu-GC n( ly. 
J Tht ordJilurv ms*n haa- alwwya FcmBlit kn owScdgu imd been 
afraid of iL" 

'I don'l light sc/ CEk'c answered. 'that lhe longer I liws* 
lhe Eos* knn-v.'lcdi!^ | seem lo possess." 

Mia Onurj.i led ihc w :?-;■■ to the sUtFEig-rooTni- 

'Kfr rifnAn ?incf IcIS me whti l-'r- like msiller; there U wmc- 

ih in p tr cni hfi ri l* you or yen a wo uSdrt'l he h ere/ 

CJ ive laughed. 

c Y««'-ia nlwiiVH- 110 ‘drnigbl Ecp (be potpf. dnn't y™ r Oggrie? - 
ht *tiiil_ Eiiviri^ her Che nkknniTKr bv which ahe was knuwtl 
lo all lhe nhiiltlrcn o.t the ne rght^oa rhw4 . 
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*WcJL whnE l?i it? Out wi(h it wind it raver/ Oggie* rc^ 
p|iC«| r ''I ilcm'l suppose yos/vc came lei bee me of 

my Iti-fM* yeux. Ttmrc'j enough imiin *| L !-:eLy w^iuen. ma- 
ninig afser yuu ihe-* day*, from ail I hear/ 

'Wha! have yOu ibOArcJ?' 

Mkt Onpr merely laughed at him. 

•Hill’s tflwhed you cm the mw, eh? But yoti hewn re¬ 
vere are Mill young ami nStra.eti ve anil many a gtHid m-ftr/s 
Career hits beep. ruined when the wrung mil u-E woLtiaCfc got 
I boEcI of him" 

Clive gut So hjg fcel P di^ctmeened. wjlh it IcKik on his 
i'-.itig which his. cdkApes knew so well when- h* wa* raced 
by rtomerbing difficult -something for which he could nos 
for (he momcnl find (he ri^ht formula, 

Tc wn-s typical of Oggic. hr thought, to throw him our of 
hit sUisSe Lhe niunlent he- arrived. She was uncanny and. he 
b-HtS not been I !ar fram I he truth when he hud called her A 
wlTeh, 

Stic invariably sccmrd to scie^e whnt was happening be¬ 
fore it hucJ happened and Tk 1 w«s quUe -sure thin she had 

the EJevj-f r -of tbnugliS -tepding. 

Nn>w he looked out thm-ugh hift spofl-c^Ty clean ■window' 
cm (O Ehe narrow,, sordid sireOE below. The Hast End 
Slums-r 

Cod knew they were bad &r.d in sortie ways one could 
he grateful In the fji-f/wulfc for sweeping away fit least a. 
proportion of iho wont of them. 

“Gul wbh It/ Oggie barked behind: him r 
Clive. feelicii- for a cL^arelle in hi-, pocket, turned *W*y 
Ifum l tic window. 

The riex| lime I wjint To send you any patients./ he- SHid P 
i -=-!“*-.11 merely dispatch them by ambulance, Y-nu'Ll he ea- 
pcclfog them and have everything ready/ 

“Indeed I shan't/ Ogi:ie resoned, for I’m noE taking any 

mure patiEnSs-.it she mermens. You fcnu-w ttmt, fJdetor/ 

3hc snvajjjhly called Clive ’Ocelot/, disdain mg thy fact 
that i±* be wan ii vurgt*on 11 was not eilqiiciic- 

"There's no higher si tie lo be hud in the nte-diCfl-T pmia*.- 
SaOn / she wcheIl! say. 'A doctor you. are and a docsor yOu 
mil oJmays be lo me," 
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'Whom yen Settling: nirw? T Clive asked. 

He knew quale Well bul he wai pl*yinp for time-. 

Ofigle reeled olf a InE li| numc£. A formidable one, Ere 
majority af Lb-tan child re □. 

'And whom have you got here?* 

'In. the fUn?" Oyftic questioned. TflU know as wirll as 1 

Eld-hltlc Mary Hofchitffc-tcvn. Veil'll have a look M her Ik- 

lore you fcoT 

“Of courtc I will,. but we shall hftv& to move her. Ill 
aerid her down Eo toe heme in Cornwall, she's well enough 
for Ehal now/ 

‘Indeed *hc p * not, Vm Eree|HJ-ig; her moLEht munch al 
teas t * 

'Now listen, Ospsp/ 

Gsv< 3 Jit down. Eds ftrm-s n±s£mp on hi* knees. He knew 
thiR old woman, Sho wts an determined and mm obstiEULtc n 
a mute. 

In h-qr own way <he loved him, nncj ^he would mate 
my SHicriJaee. do anything he asked up (.■_« a pom l, bul al.* 
way* her patienta same firsc. 

He had discovered her *ju](e un^protedly nearly Aftm 
year?; n - There had been ^ -creet accident and the in¬ 
jured child on whom he h-nd opefaled in hospii.il hud been 
iraifrtat that lie must \tn her msUhcr himself. 

Weak where children: ware concerned,. Clive h.id SpenL a 
precioua horn in going lo see tbe moihef- 

She w;is bed-ridden, fhe child told h.iin dial, nod wHpn 
be hod arrive] ul Ehe ciny Ovef-cmwJed house he hid 
found .'>! i si- Cfrigar m = =yinir her, 

re hmi aol liken him loog to learn shout and so receff- 
Bi-Vi the woik that Oggie wai doing the particular 
nei gh hour hood and he had used every possible perallnskin 
within his power to move her nearer to die hospital, to 
make he r work for hiE own p:s Uc nls. 

SHc had laughed ei h ink. 

'Mi work ki here,' ^hc laid, 'and S have as many pa- 
denes as | enrt like. Why should f move. *nd why should I 
look after sirenc^rfi when 1 can lend my friends'/' 

Nnihiug would alter her decHJon n-nd CLivu, <c.ipil ul*aC- 
ins- had l-een forced lo *end bis pnEiep-fcst to her, 
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bad almost fci gn down On hEa knees to get her to 
accept ihctn. hiii it was aho children whu finjiljy won h-^r 
over, 

][ w:ii a rfrfTiLull 9 1 mat in u nnd cine which ItluJ CIpvc’i 
pafiehCC hLLndreds of times during the 5re.1T, 

Children whom he Fwlieviqd imm be (retired by Mess On- 
giif imit jo be billeted i;ul in rntjm streets* la houses iv ilb 
uittdcftUJL[c ^ccammHCMJajxnn. 

He had Iried to provide B private □.lirsing home in The 
ncijthtii^u rhood. bu| no m:i Lc on would tele rate her for 
more th;m a w?ck, 

She WMi diliicuEt, -Tic wsis iin-ecinvTnliOnrd. she wrss a 
rebel against nearly all the acccpled Forms of metTiral 
lienee, but *hc got aremlE*. 

Patients who had been given up hy every doctor except 
Clhre and who hqd failed jjf te^p-nmi i«> every known type 
q-F treatment were 'brought back Co health ond strength by 
Ogprc’s magic fingers. 

Clive honestly beBcvcd ihut oiott of -it whs fn.i1h healing. 
She Inspired her patients, they believed in her and vhe 
made tlicm believe ira ihvir own power of recovery. What¬ 
ever it wus P they got on well. 

She loved the people amon^r whom she lived, their 
tmubtej wrere her trouble their difTisulties her 
They paid her what they could afford.. 

Sometimes Ojve"a patients in gratitude for what she find! 
dorie for them gtive MJ&s Ongar large sums of moReyr In 
nio^ caws out of ien the returned it to lhcm* in ibc tenth 
she -would pa^-s it on to some deserving family. 

Wfiat she lived on it was bard to know. Clive felt that 
she mu-1 have somt- Liny r hut secure source of in come arn,t 
yet he could be certain of nothing whsne Oggie was. con¬ 
cerned.. She WrfcS a mystery woman even EO him. 

Nnw r tentatively, he sdirterf LO fi&ba her. 

'I've gflrt wmecitit I want to bring here/ he susd. Tire 
child fv wdt enough to be moved. You know L4 nl though 
yt>Ta have grown fond oF her,. as you cfn of all of them/ 

'[ dofi't like buying people here, you know that/ OggFe 
replied, l l told yon last tune I w-n.ua'l taking any more, I’m 




getting an t>]d ^cim^ni Doctor, and T B vc gut to have a few 
uli pules." rel :u.alapn to c3F every day. 

"Sometime* I feed my pftlii.-n.tii htcel'V geirinjt well aea 
quickly as- they used co. If ibey don't, wlime faille ts 

Lhnl?-mine, Ilf Cuursc. ["tto tired and emit give- them wfeflt 

I haven't itoc wilhitL myself,’ 

'I icoow/ Clive Said gcnUy, *bm I've offered you a h-jp^cr 
plae4-% I've offered you *crvstnti or ituricri to help you.' 

'Servants!" OdtiFc snorted scornfully, ‘What won 1*1 J want 
with s-ervanti waiting Hfl me? I"ni -Ji sanratal myself, Ihe 
tsorvan! of rtuvie who are suffering and when I'm 50 de¬ 
crepit Eh at: I cin'E Enolt after tnyta>ll yu n cnxi put me urudirt 
the tod ' 

She -chuckled suddenly- « 

'Blft there, i wan forpeEling fdAll ht wmnli-ng Eh(n body 
of mine up jw tttig bofpitu] to what'* |fiven me such a 
fklc all thrtfie yean.. Thai "is she Irulh. isai't iE?' 

■She t huCldcd again os Clive luoked sJighLly sh^mc-frieed 
frnd .ilmpcii capable of bliwhfcng- 

'If Yuu r d octjy Cct mt examine you and l^kc a few tesis..' 

Wtuir .1 chrmLir you've gucj" retorted rudely like 3 

small boy. Tm as the Lord made me -and that's. g.OfKl 
enoLtph For me .md b* fm aa S"m concerned ,, l>oci<jr, it will 
have to ha good enough Ice yd-u. loo.' 

"Atl right, alJ raghl." Orve aniw'cxtd; H hava iE your own 
Way. Hu! Ogcpe , Fve got a lav out to ask ycu. Will you li&- 
Ec?a to me for «■ m ='muTH?" 

Til listen-but I'm not promising anything, mindi - 

"W-e-u, a e te ;i-ii hei+f what I have to say. There's a 
WUrasuL, Oggie^ and she has been Ihrough Ji pretty 
hall of hat own, She Was marfac-d to M man of the type 
which you and E mOit ahqmicinte- 

Wv* laJi-etf n-f lhcm before ami w? know that while 
they degrade 1 hem-sci vc • i| in -nothing io thu cfcgrad mImms 
aisd tunnilihiion they bring Eu pebet?„ She wii-i young ,uid 
very innocent wbeo ahe nm cried/ 

Hi* voice sweated to ckdpedh then he oonlinoetl 

Tftter she fell hi lov* noil when Jut hm-bsud wot killed 
Eyoked forward to manryjifeg again. I he man uttfadatk 
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ful to her and Thf nhott when ■slit found rwi mud-p her 
a^eck c-aca|K" from Ehc cmpLi' Jits site huii lived no Song. 

'-She wen! into u In e. Cory. Two days nFlif r -.hi; hud 
work there wij an expLudsin and she wji* Loiu«d—■ badly 
In jural 1 

Here Clive went ini o a ma:w of Tncclicn.1 details Ogglo 
fwdtlc<d r buE when, she wgukt have spoken he Hlt'ipped her. 

i biTOi'l finished yti. I-&HE uighi heard eIiui the m-in 

she hod loved, lhe man perhaps >he Still klVei. hud been. 

killed In action. I was gntuR En fry ^ new appliance nja tier 
which ha* jusl wme ovcj from America, but Oi^n, ibru 
wttm.na 13. as vick in her mtftd. as she i* in her body. I'm 
bringing her to you." 

*1 won'i Lake hccT Oggie snapped " J^l I do a good deni 
for you, EJoctor,. hut t i n no tool. Thi* worn a n‘s gnl 
nfr&ney, she can go 10 the best bointSp the hose bo*pfEel& in 
the country* she Can have aunts, she can have miASSetf&C^ 
and appliances. 

"Why should 1 deprive the people who tun have hone of 
these-., ihe -ones, wh-ci are loo |*lh?f und to tri^hlencd bo go 
Ento yen it hospilftM? If I could d.« ihtm uEE. you know I 
would, but F can 1 ! 1 

She paused then snapped al him — 

■Is this woman's life more Important iban that of vnmo 
child mowed down by dkerape or crippled by an accldefs? 
before it bits ever begun lu sj»vout life?’ No, Dodnr, take 
her sUewhcre. I donl Wnnl kr Here/ 

Clive pot up Uon\ h?s chair nod walked lowurdx »hc 
window- He skied wiifa hrs back to the room m he had 
dune a fey, niomsnl? earlier. 

OggEe, sitting to hor chnir, looked at hi* broad shoulders 
blocking OuL lhe liiiht, ;it hh\ head towering so high in the 
tiny room thal he almost tou-ebed ihc celling- and ^ ^-be 
looked Vhc liW that He wits begin n mg Injum y.tvy. 

Suddenly she knew, knew as surely as if he hud (oSd 
bcr % that ihK Wonsan mean! KHnclhfitg to him personally. 

He had brought her SO many cescs In the pasl B h:i:d 
fumed to her often enough when he was Emubkd and 
worried about &om gone who would not rtspnnd |q EreaE- 
meni. 
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He frrt.l limuclii hei ehiJcfreri whg had only n few wet-ldf 
hr live, men wh t desired tin I y xuictde- and muM Ik taught 
to take u-p I he ihr^qcis qsC Life Jiji&iil, m J^r-n-lc, SruuWc in the 
fbee 

He had fiiven tier bf^dic- which seemed ns Ef on ly » mrr- 
aefe eould make them -.^-hoLe. ratild foitcc tb^c lora and 

iftMtrrte-d muscle* to work- 

She had rttVfrr failed htrnr mily occii^fonaBEy vhe "had re- 
fsiictl a patient vhom sb<£ had Vnnwp she enu’d nal help. 

She luv-pd Clive, inued. him as n mulher tnigftl kive her 
it*n; she 1«ved (be hufEKiuJiy e£l him, the ^ntlcne^i, but 
iibpve aLI hi* skllL 

Oggiifa whole life a mission. * em^ade, aisrf ahe had 
Jenfftt h> mecargniic I he same ^ttnliiy in others. Cliva tw-tfct 
skdicsicd lo hi* carter hui maw fur ihe firet trme he w-^s 
Intcru-frCed in a wornim, 

Sh^ knew it n.nd her finn region was one of fear—fear 
lesl Ibe woman sh-nuld; fail him. But whatever !hc fumng: 
held, ihe knew lhal she milsl help him if she Cuuld. 

Orttdj.dn^ly, in hor own w^iy. the in. 

"Wall, rf yotl>e SO set oil it. 1 mjipna^ | mUSl entitle r fL 
Voul] drive me tn my iiriivc und then you'll be happy/ 

'You'll h*ve h C f-r 

Cthnt turned twiftly.. a gfadne-sa Behring up hiK fict, 

’'Wha-t choice have I gaW" Open*: yeuLmbted. "TeLI 
first, vs hflt iii the name of this nlMmpoTtflOt patient." 

‘Srd-Lu M-imiai , - , Lady Mjhil-.n; CUv-s said hepuial- 
ingly. 

Tve henrd of her/ w-iis all Ogple Slid brusquely, but bet 
heart cried ciUE: 'FnorboyE t^=e poor buy I 1 

They talked for a bllle while. fencing Wjlh each other, 
ftir Clive Guessed the reason for Ogjrie'x bidden ch-in.Ue ©f 
heart and O^jl'.L- wili curious about the wheels Who was tn 
come under her roof- 

Finally she tote with a sLph, htrt whether from ihe exer¬ 
tion of moling, her vatf bulk 03 if Mi lhe pre^edEns ^con¬ 
versation CEi vc w ha in dnubL 

and see* Mary,' ybe =raEd_ 'I told her you were 
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’How cird ymj "know tbntT Clive aikcd, jtnd Opgle 
iinissftd Sic-c ffii Bhoulden rus she started . 

‘I just Felt it in my hemes, Maybe shereS nefjrn hlcjod in 
me ^[tic way bacJ;, 1 

Clive knew ifepu -:he did mul Eike to be (fLieirFnncc! fur' 

thizr and toother they w^nt EnEo Ebe jirntiii b^drpnin opi-i]- 
Eh0 off the si tl jug-mom, which W4i A to he Stella' 

It was only n liny Rwra ^iih j btsi^s bedstead 2nd 
whi [e-w«shfcd walls omiiEnenEcd with lhrec gfEE-fnLmed 
liC^Cs, 

Am (bey opemed I he door, the child, who w;is sitting up 
In hed playing wrEh a shnbbp, bartered doll, belli nu( her 
Knii wiih a gUd cry of surprise. 

"Di>eEOf CSjvs-r [1i>c|L>r Clive! I dun wplfc, I &in, Cun’l t 
hilis.s OjDgteV LeE me show you. 1 

Oive sal down «n she bed ptuJ pinched be? check. 

^Yon've ^£i( welt quickly,, young l:tdy, K be suddf ’(bat ll 
why we arc going In ?.cti d you (n Ebc seaside. Yoia would 
Site lb tic? In -i very Vhon while yearn wilJ be swtfBemin^- 
pwi:miMin.E in ihe Sea like a a mall fhb." 

The child; gave a whoop of pleasure., Ehen ri.be LoCifced 

troubled. 

I'm not going iway from MSfis OggvC h am IF* 

*J"m afraid so, 1 Clive repined:. 'bus, fla I hav? ^aid r you 
arc going To the 5 $a and you've got EO be kind and give up 
your hdd to some-one else who ts very ill and will never 
WJil k ^guin unless Miss- Qggric looks ;rf(er ber," 

The chil-rfs lower lip trembled for a momcfll, (hen with 
An effort she controlled her tea re* bul (bey shone cm the 
eye*. ibm were i££LDatur*py Iatge In the small i*e^fced face. 

■Vou'N come mid see me, Ooctor clive r when Vm he The 
gsa/T 

I II try to, my dear. You will be very- hsippv there wi(b 
lois of other jjrti and beys mb Emu-rung io walk. You will 
tuive Eo huve ;i ince nnd I will cojne dawn sand give a 
prize for Lhe une who can go Ebc fasLe-st/ 

Til win it, I will really, I^ocnor Clive. You look. Help 
me. Mrsa 0.yi>Ee. 1 

Oggie helped ber out of hed and wTrh the &jd of a chair 
she locik a few fahering bteps. 
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it -was. b piLL^bCTEC ij^ht- the child striving. to more, Irying 
U? walk. flushed with exeLLemenE tp her eagerness. (he leg 
only hull tojiortdifig- 1-d Ibo impeiua siveu d h \- ihe h-rfUe. 

Eui to Clive and Os£iii it was the miumpbam i-ssliJi of 
months of bird work. 

T"hc leg had been cCm dr mooli, She doctors decided [here 
wa* nu- chance of SaTing u, and ye{ C3ivie hud Inkeri Ibat 
chance. 

He hod opensEed l:-h d they Had -old him chat die child: 
WoilJd never be able ta USe Et, that it wuiild WbSUs a 1 *ay, a 
unless limb ivhich could well have been replaced by lining 
ihing iutiilciviL 

He bad proved (hem wr#ng as he hind wo oFien before 
biK ft wa* Oggic a skilful flngrh* which had: made ibe blood 
flow, which lied developed Ihc urntscd muscle^ until iri> 
doLibnedJy, slftwly Nu Mircly h ibe child could walk. 

1 H rave, Mory.' £Hv C sakl. when Oggk p&L heir, p-dc tiow 
from (he exertion. and cjcciEenn-cnl., back in the bed nml 
litid her dow^ .igahnst the pvileow?. * , 3‘n Si* mnolhri youil be 
as. sst*od tsi suzw, and w luii do I get for ihuiT 

Mary held pui her anus and be kissed her gently. 

"You 1 !! ramc dawn and Sec me, wein"t you.? 1, '-he whiS- 
ptned again it he* c.^r. nod again he gave b-cr * half pr^m- 
L%c, hoping inwnrtfly that lie would hav*. the (ime io l"u3E U 
It. 

“The child ecchit happy enough^ he said IO Oggse when 
ihe ! - left the sick room.. 

‘Hippy! Sbir-R never known lhc meaning of Hn.- w-nrcl. 
Her stepmother Im:i 5 her and her father WAS seldom ^bcr. 
What are we going to do with her when she"* cured ? 1 

"IH I fin d 10 ; rut thing.’ CIHe ?aid, "‘or maybe you. will/ 

"f wish *«Mt|meS I could adopt Ihtffi all. There'*. too 
much suffering in Ihtu world whfrpfr ihc childfen are con¬ 
cerned- ]f people paid as much attention 1.o [bum it* they 
do to i h-eir wars, the world would be an easieF pla^e " 

Thil'n true enough. How- Ogg.=e r Til send I July 
den down tomorrow afternoon, Mary will be piekeii up 
firsl thing in the morning- Ss chat all ri|hij‘ 

"lr wilE hjeve jo he, I -Enppo^e.^ OLi-^ie jidmi'tEcrf enaLtcintily. 

She ifiifd good-bye from her doorway uid wnlched bisrt 
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Hit hr Pin down tHe stone *1 el reuse which tcrvcrf nTI fha 
flats in t3ip block. 

Site listened and heard hb car drive olT from the VLretd 
anJ then. '.he _shui the drnir il^ilI w^ni Hack to fitr hLElc nit-» 
tlng-rwm* 

Site ston-d in rhe centre Cif The rc^nm i>* she had when 
ibu hnd iLwaitcil hb coming. nfin-vtnyj ih<j iltigcri uf her 
h&ruK chent, fecepinr; :htm -.umle., 

"Them was a troubled look on. her face. 

After -i -mortiL-ni ■she s-:.:I iclL heavily nnd turned h-wr-nd* 
her O'.vn bedroom. She had ltd appoiflirncnt -.■■me suttls 
Oivsty .md already phe w :t? late lor it. 

' fm an old ftKiir ahe wrd iUotid,. as she st m^gretl into 
her filial', cnvdijfrfll* ovt-rotisil. 
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Snifierrnc knocked Hi the hedn'm-tn donr Stella tnH, ‘fltim* 
in- ' and a small girl entered carrying a Inrai; tmy. 

* "Erd^S yew lunch,' ±ilrv announced, 'and Mas.s said 9 

wa« itr Eel! VL-r the’d be back about two o'clock Yer wa@ 
asEecp when her wenc oat.' 

SEeir® loufc-tfd the Child -in siirfirCsc. Stic miidlT hqv® 
been eleven or twelve and 1 he cioth-es. she won? ware of 
poor qu;ilily, ji_-itch-cd and darned, but iMur-piE singly clean. 

Her tongi bnir was dEag^rd hack Ircim her forehead into 
twn neat plait? which stuck OUE on e-acb sftfc of her head 
and weftt tied at the end? with In pc- 

She had Jfjsl a front locrib which ^avc her u lisp- and she 
ipnke with cane, slowly, as if ^he Had memorbed every 
word sshe uttered. 

1 don't think T want any hl^^!eh ^ ,, Stella said* 

She felt a sudden WlVc of resentment ihat Miss Oncat 
was tlOE there Lo UElcnd tci her. at having been left ab->ne 
since break Fas r„ in sp Etc Ol lh«* fact thru she had faELcp 
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asleep mjEuraEly .and slept drcamlrtslv for mt fin hotET 

And :: hn]f. 

"Mil 4 - Og£le raid >'Cf Wte fflT Cftt FL notf look- E'vtb 
Clh"i k; ■_■ l I - the iJ^h for yer pitst ns she Cell me/ 

Thu child took she china cover clT the di%h find Steh;-£_ 
locking as I hr nciftly atrjmg^d tray, could nor help brut no¬ 
tice ihiu she d\*h did look iUrpriflioygtF apptftUtn-jt. 

■"Wliu.t r i yu-ur name?" _Mhe ajiksiJ, 

"OLz-H-bech. 1 was Ihc reply: 'but cviiydnc calind “rro caMs 
me I >i* 4 i—-eiccepl Dnc-lnr CI&Ve-. "E always s,;iyrs Elf?-i!*ulh. T 
"So 'r-uis know Doctor Clive? 1 

"K.nc'iw 'sml I v^iliuIl! say *o_ "E opernled on me V did, 
thi eie ve-nr* ago nod if h h idnt br;en for "ilia 1 should have 
b€rcn n goner. Mo pinwir ssys V *.nved me life/ 

'Wlsm happened?* Si.din 

Not heuatw* ‘.he Wfsfi really cUtiolm: bid hc£bO*r 
bow IT was a rebel Id calk afBer bernt; afnne. 

She run sum hi? red how often ihe had etowud So he left 
nodi: smarted in hcrfcpFtuI nod ,-it Trenton F'nrl:, hnw? ibe idee 
Ihiit i he mcrcM maivemecLt would brim: Nimr 0-cnsOn ru-v- 
tiiwig. into the rwen could fill her with dread w that she 
¥rt>cild feign sleep. 

She lirut haled being spoken 1o« ftfld yet the osom.1 ng 
had unit n usruily long while she had tain ahm^ and 

apparcnlfy foreocten. 

'Have I been crazy co come bore?' fftc -i^Ved TierseElf 
more Ihnn uoc^_ 

She did now knnW qurtr whnt ^be fun! CT.pectn:t when 
<hi- h?d begged CElve to lake her awfiy from. T'renlOfi 
^arfe: yea whesr hu ^ad" pneu bet his promEau =,he had in 11 
bh peac^. i ruling him utterly nfrt so fail hcr- 

Sbe “Jirwrik wish every nerve In bee body ir&m =hr 
knowledge cbaE ihcK around her knew wb;:.c had hap 
pcncd_ 

She had reftrved to ace Hetty Hay ton So any grxjdhbye 
Efc^hitr Nurse ftertrnn^ ple^din^K 

She had known anSElncdvely that Unity Hnytcm wfi-nled 
lo hurl bcr. to torture h-or warh her references to Bertram., 
Eo drive deeper ihe woundi which were iiyonFsFnit •cfinogh 
bi 1 hccns.-c-]Ves H 
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Nu-nw Benson knew ahouE Be rLrqni- Siellq. could *pc ihg 
sympathy la her face allhopsh --lift] -taid nothing. She lny 
nwiafce iill nSgtai ]pn^iam|[ lloflg coimotiiiMt, bet ween ihc 
two nurses. 

Stic ihoughi they washed her. Tooling For her reac¬ 
tion*, ftv Jtny e-c pr^^iaa at iurraw and misery Ih.n ttnighl 
Mill ihcaJ-e^pttlu’iftmS. 

■<ieE me away/ihe had pleaded wilh dive. 

She fell that, if sh* did nut dp so ^wti, she would ieo 
mild. 

She had heard line- surprise in Nunt Benson's vOlc* 
when- she cjimc info her bedroom the fed lowing evening to 
any ihat Mr. Ro» wished i& speak ro bur an rise tele- 
phone-. 

There w-iis KPmeihii.nL: dtiftfpmvl&p m the way *he 
ba-nded she telephone iturags the bed—De-cEor^ should -end 
meaimgem through aurt^s, noi speak to die patiests fbem- 
BL'Iw! 

Stella lifted Ibe receiver to her ear, 

"He I lo. 1 

She heard Cliv*"* deep voke respond. 

"You are Lea sine EotncjEra-w niomidg. "Does fliat plans* 
you?* 

’Of course It doe*. Thank van For rerriemhHjrin.jj," 

'You'd hclLer not thank me unTil you know where you 
nns .pn-inji. You are ^ulte certain that you woulduft rather 
6iay in com Fort and luxuryT 1, 

'1 don'4 mind when? I go no IPngaa T leave here." 

Stella's ■■ a ice Vr-ILS a.rr^incd now and ii£ if duo purticultu 
note reassured him Cl Eve «aid: 

'Oaod- Well, you won 1 ! be keeping Nurse Bensan.' 

'Am I ^ainj; Co a Nursing KoPW^ 

'Nor exactly, You see. Lady Man dm. your case ii 
ml her a peculiar one. 1 puftictlisrty wanted you to he at 
Trenton Pari; so a* lo iry mu a certain electric appliance 
which has Just arrived from Anterira. (Ya (be only one of 
its kind in the cciunEry.. 

"But if we caml use mcchrjntovl help, ihen we shjdl have 
to um: rhe human sort and ihcno’fi only one person T cnfl 
tRMt 40 do wlinl I -want done. She's a friend nF mine and f 
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Ehitik rIti. r you will leftrci lo lj|ce her. EM, HlU be prepared 
for HuqifLm; 

Theav wan n Wirt of laughter hr Cttve'i voicae u Lf it 
fdrUF&ed Mm to make her truriouiL. 

He certainly succeeded.* for when Hfre wnoM have asked 
more he bade her qun^ r u G$ed bye 1 null she tine went 
dewd* 

All the Cim-c *be was being crel nearly for the journey 

Si eh* acuity ooteeiwua of Nu*se Be«tnn B s f ^utenent 

ftmJ dlsappmv&L 

-Shi- f.iii;[ lilfEe and" SEeFFa jrave Frtrr no BEicvuiragexnml Eo 
l.iik; but .anything -he may have felt Lfci-en cou£d not be 
compffrad with ber ie-eling*; when finally she pos Stella inlo 
bed in. Mi'is Oflgart : tiny il'ac. 

Fven SSclla had h<-_ n n clijihLly disc once tied ;■ ■-: nhc arrived 
nl her tlraEinalinn, 

?*K- u-sii Eired, fr>f rhe gurney was h"m.Lr and Uiy 

meric bolt her; but be Ibey nested LoTid-Dn and turned ruin 
the iir’srmw s-quol^l jErecE$ pf Hie I-ml she wondered 

1 1 Cl i VL- Wii-i p}ay \list irtane inhuman crigk u poo her. 

Wh&a finally iht: itmhulubce Hupped outsit is block of 
fial* which seemed even le^ pxepOBse&dng Elian ihe aor- 
r-nctidinp buildings Stella had H mornenEnry impulse in 
refuse Ed he remn^d from the vehicle; (lie i pride kept her 
-stle-nL 

She had (e ked for 1his—Vtfry ™cll H she would ’-how h?m 
ihi i <he w4s no! afraid that she nrvi in he lukcn off 

her punfd hy hi> surpn^r however fon-nidable. 

MTis-s. On#:ir w.** waiting f«L!-r her end cornelhang ir- her 
9-mil^ -i rid iIjl: soothing; looeEi ot her hand rw*MJn=d 

DwjHlfi her nmrtEhig append mure Ehere wa* 3 I'inE of nLt- 
tlrorily in the way she di reeled NUFVfi Benson whm Eo do H 
snd I he manner in which without fuss Ur saying anylhing 
thar shunt.! htiv^ been rossoced she whisked chc disapprov¬ 
ing: womnn off chr premises 

When She mirv-r bad gnnr, with a FrtFE stmflBl sentimen¬ 
tal good-bye to SicLJ-o. sis if she was [divine her in prison or 
under ihe penalty of certain dcjiLu r Mibb Oggdc Cams hack 
into the bedroom. 
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Thft( h s bcUcrp. 4 xhre stiid. 'Nciw we art alone anil cpn ir>—S 
Cci know encli Other. I never can Hand tmipilal nurw.v if I 
had h> h av* utL-m about me I should die ;md i^uict about 

iE.' 

'But anen r t you a Tium?’ Slcll a asked in ‘nirpri.sa. 

Oond beavena. no: whatever *-lh Mich an idea Inin 
your hrcjuj? Tin a fnny?caisir r my clear, and proud of ]i. The 
good l_ortl didn't give me muc.li. hut he cave me hands 
and I've learnt bow i& ums them. Now ufe you euifiUort- 
flbJiT 

She adjygtccf Slclla in the bed, pushing the pE|Fow<s into 
juM. iI m; jivin pS^ct b$nc:^ih her b*c k and awe her 
ibouUm, 

'You're lired. that's whnC'-p wmnp with, ymi. B she weaE 
cm brrfoTc 5*e1 la could reply. Tm going to mate you a cup 
of tea and when you've had it 1 want you to sleep.. 1 

'te M i Rosa coining to see me ihij cventog?* Siclla 

a*k*d A few milSUliia later when Ogglc returned wish * 

OgjtFe x hn a gf jbd her shoulders., a E^sfure which seemed 
Co mflic her whole body ripple En svrnpqEhy. 

'Me may and he may noE; you never kfKw with E>ocior 
Clive SumeSimes Ivt a feeling itaal he'i COPllng, bul 
tonight I can'! tell one way or nnotbfcrJ 1 

*A feelitig?’ ^Selln questlorted. 

Oggie looked at her with Iwmkling eyes. 

“You evidently bavsm'e heard ahpur me ycj. The^ 'Tip¬ 
pet! me of wftcthctA.fr in lhis pari oF the world—when 
they don't think: I'm a sittnE who can work miracle*. Snmr- 
tlmea 1 cm he seeing things aed s^mciimcs I can't- *ttuit> 
whet il iJiim-.:-: to. 

1 Mosl people h-ave tbe faculty one way or jirncoher, but 
Fn Home of us If* more developed. Doctor Clive'g of 
tbc m, but lie vffn't admir if —nh ltd I He iri£* to pH'c chap¬ 
ter and verse For every conviction h-c Ims. bul Fm nor de¬ 
ceived/ 

Stella, sipping her tea and tookinE pound the bant, 
pn-orly Fuminbed bedroom, fell chi* could. hardly be Irut. 
llw change from Trenton Park w** coo overpowering. 

How ions *i}5v was Li since she bad slept ha stith a liny 
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rorvrci. auil ihrs wita po-ui cr ihun onylhang she had rvrr 
known in her life! 

Everything Witp ifsnilcH'Cly dci^ti, hm Ihe Mnoknm hn.il 
Iasi its paEiflm. the rug: vffkn ihnsedinm*: she- curtRtrsii of 
b^glll- etwsip mak.trnl were the only patch ot colour ftnd 
in contrast tft the whilewosbcd wall*!. 

And Mits Og^c her-d TV—Stella had by this lime Ifiimt 
tier name ilt id nickname. 

The letter-sulled hex, she iTKmghh h ns *m*er as rh» 
woman hvrvtlE hv iih her gru^' body, liny hsnik and ut-j r 
Iuct which SSmcho^' rnspincd conJidencc and InriL 

Suddenly Stellji felt overwhelmingly drowiy: (he lwd B 
poor ibou-gh il might be. was- comfortable and warm, ^he 
slip pud dt'wo in her Allows. 

She Kell 4i. hand EOU-ebing her forehead, w-moochi n^ 
her hair- 

lr wba mesmeric, the rhythm nf thg: fin pars her tem¬ 
ple* seamed to *ooihe -.w^y ihe teni^Rrai of her m usclcs ■ 
4ind the quen?lnLis,Tic3^ of her mind. 

-She filmed tier cy&s ami \lepl_ . , _ 

Sfsr had opened Them ro fimi Clive InoMTia lawn a| her, 
3t was quin? Ente ia |be evening; she mmy-l; have slept for a 
long lime. 

'Hello, ]t*n yort. 1 

She erected him sleepily and wo* net Dwnm of fhe te* 
lormaSrr*' Ixich of bur eififeriKd Urn and of chi? srpiiic <be 
g 2 svr him IE was the lirsl lime Chve hud ever Uwn her 

smile. 

’I came 50 if yoo T d deeded in msy/ he s^i-d, Jind *he 
fancied he wujj le^iing her. 

'J h-nvun ‘1 h-ccn here very long,* 

"Long cncmgh lo mjikc tpp yotEr mind. Do yu u realise 
!iaw i :■■ r|( lti ! you 

He Spoke Swfioitltfy- 

'HnnoEEr-cd? 1 

She w:n pis^rled by Ihe wftrd. 

"ITini Oe-gtt wotiLd tntt yon in. 5be sneS'ujscd Hat Nm." 

Whyr 

“She has no liftc for my moneyed pal tails mi the social 
one*/ 
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'Nfuw did you pcmmde her T 

™r nlmosi, wpnl down cm my knccil! Bui Ft wsip a c|iic:*lii-mi 
tif here nr Trenton Part anti you seemed |o tiuva inkcn a 
JbJiVtf to Trenlon Fayk/ 

4 Ate you stlways so considerate of your paticrtis" Likcg 

and dmliketr 

■CScneralFy. when T want them lo get nfL* 

For the fir*c (frne nine* she hnd woken from her sleep 
Stelln [bought of her own wcIN^ing fmtf was n.*Eonr*hed 
SO dlicovet [hat she was feelinjt immeasurably bcCier. It 
wicts ridiculous, of comrse, il mere illusion of (he mind. 

I Flfce Miss Oggie/ she %atd after a moment's pauMf- 
TTi'nik you for bringing me here." 

She spoke wish conviction and Cltve smiled En response, 
"Good/ he ah id, 4 |hst v « whsit t wanted you so say/ 

*Ia *hc Stieb a murvellou* EnjtsseuscT 1 

*£hc works mindcs, literally and MntFniMiJIy/ 

Then why.™ Stella iisknd, gJ&nring eiuiuJ Che room find 
choosing her words «? as not to give offence, "doesn't she 
haw briber premise# where she could Mccommod-aie more 
patients ? 3 

you could persuade Ojjgfe to move you would indeed 
remove mounEinns/ he said. 

Although he smiled at the play on words Stella knew 
ttl.fi f tie W7i& ^pe-afcrng scriously. 

"> F <iu“tt find il alt out in time/ he went an. “and Opjrie 
wiij give you Ihe WltWCfS, I'm nO( going TO Kell you too 
much ahtn.it hrr. I WSrni you Co find out For ypUHtelf/ 

‘Vet anOlhcr way to strouje I he iiUcfCvr of ihc prtliettl?" 
STcl Id usked. huT before Clive could answer shr? added: 

‘And f hsite to ndmeE il, hut you arc SUt3£eedlflG/ 

They Wert both laughing a# Oggic came into the rniiTli- 
'Nnw we will £til ID work/ Clive aaid, Tm going E* 
show you whit I want you to da, Ogpie. find I :tm sorry. 
Lady ManwiEin,, but Eh is is going Sci hurl ynu." 

Ie did hurt her so nuieh a hat Slella felt the nweal break 
oeie on her forehead and she had to clench her hands: lo- 
ge I r To proven E h^ rSel f j£crta£BUng. 

Vet in some ctlxaordiinary way Ehc p:.iin Wna uocjiing. 
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tike the cinor iy she Fiarf ei perienead oidy fibrty-eialiE hours 
earlier at TiWtM P^ffc. 

She *h^cl ■depr peacefully -Innr Cliv-L- had yone, .illh nk-.h 
flhe fam.-ieJ 1h:Lt ii w:li run entirely a auroral il«p (nil tra¬ 
duced by the hat drink; which h«d hrau^hc her --frer 

ii h^ht supper. 

In the mi-hrnins she had n I nr a Imcnl from hit tuHlnj 
and i-hcvt wits left ali>nc T a p-r^y lo her own douhe?:. 1i> rhe 
feeling ihsl ihe find been hasly itl deciding ihai shiz liked 
Thri strange new life,. 

Ndrw m she ale her luncheon:, walched hy the wide-cyt'd 
chilli wllh the pJiiili. the hiiJTLuroti^ belLc fil it SLidLiendy 
struck her. 

Here -vus *he* rich, Fsncitilly bnpurtmtp acclnlmeir, 
choosing Co live in a slum wiih a perlilinr Old wonuin, hn!T 
wateh P hull' irsttb-hcaler who, however, could aflciw iust 
only el small portion of her valuable iinui. 

Tm eniiy!' StelJn though* tohersclf- 

then fCaEisccF the hud eaten |Vny till of ihe ffeh attd 
that ii hjid been deficients, 

Twe £iit sonw rfc&e puddErt" fer ycr nnw; the child Liza. 
iiiid_ taking away ihe c=mpiy plate. 

A ^rnaEP pudding woli hrouph I in, browned crisply in ]:» 
Inn-sin, and Ihm plBE,£ on which co serve il was hnl. 

■r>o you often cook for O&peT SwHa,-a*ketf. 

'I give \rr an 'and when ahc r K busy." Lhn replied, 
'hfuvi^j- spares arc, hcE if aLtfl alwnyr erusy he-cuusc of Glut 
kid*—six of 'cm/ 

"Sis?" Stella. cfiieKf'ifliKd- 

h ViFi. hEs and me—that's sjvcii oJlogclher end Bert's 
only fcutr mpfilhr* old. 1 

if.-v.- does yttur mother mflnfipe?' 

■hOh. »e manage ori rig.hi oow Farvcfi Fn ah* urmy. ft 
used z-o he a hil 'aid when "c was cm she dole, hul fhjW 
with tli-e Club money we gets sour pound's a Week. I 
are IStfi-e, I can ceil yer—I only "ppea the unr dun*! ev^r 
end" 

SlcICa stared af her. Pour rounds a and seven chil¬ 

dren' 'She- rcmtmhcred how often she had paid five pounds, 
xmd nanfe for s hjiL r fur dinner si ft (BflaLLm.nl:, for & b-ftjj 
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to $£U u ilh icificf special suit—;md ItaJs fjtmily ihLiisgh; four 
pciirndM a weuk luxury. 

She pushed litir plate eivay wHth a UaUc gesrure of dis- 

gii vj. m>L at the food 1 b-ui □! hftCSdlL 

“Have you had yuuf lunch?' she sskod I 

'Oh yes/ Li7J ftnid; *wc 'sa it Si "air p;tSI l^cK'e/ 

'Do you h*ve cnoughF Stetki jutaiL "Yuu'rc not hnn- 

'Nfth, I r m nnl 'unjjry/ LExa said'; 'wc’ro never 'uii£.Ty nnw 
Firrer’i in ibe =+rmy.' 

Then, as she picELed up the Iray, ihe Jiddedi 

‘Slate you're finished? Svtiss Cjg^ic lets Fite finish nn 
the bits Ihcn^tl he no waste. 1 

^StelCQ Eny hack against die pillows iiod -hut her cv-ra. 

She thought oF ihe fmtt ai Meriden-, of I he great 
bunches of i^mpeS rn the victory, of the peaches, neclarin^ 
and greengages which often rotted on the tre^s beenure 
there 'ivcre tiol enough people Lo trC them und T^hiLip 
would not allow cite gardeners 10 3eb outside the esi-ute. 

Looking hack I h rough ihe years -St-cLIji iried lo rememr 
■facr the pHipk die had helped, people m whom =.be had 
been kind. 

She had written cheques for charities, of course, but 
unmrhovr- it drdn'i seem the same thing, Lfterc wus nothing 
pencil n:i I about EhaL 

Wit this, why CIJva hud b-roughl her here,, to vfaow "her ft 
World Hhe had never known? 

Tm hi Ishe Fold herseEl “ThtFijr* ®Wltl to metier SO 
much EciOfc, to get CMJt of nil proportion wh^u me h not 
Wed? 

HF@r eyes were -dosed, but she fell sui tf Ti^a w-ia in the 
room; she could see her little peaked face and under^our- 
laikcd body,. 

- f wish T'd never romc/ Stella thought. - T dOFit want lo 
know About .such dn:-s;-i. t wool to be left alone with my 
own Fee Pings, my sorrow*, not to have other people 1 * 
thrust upon me.' 

The tEchnr opened abruptly. 

Tm off. now , mbs. Anyt h mg £lse you wontsf 
^Cocne here/ StcLLa aiiicL 
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As LeEr ohsv^es tier she pointed t-n tins dr4«rflr of die 
dressing- tabic. 

"Look |Ji There, yem wdl JWO n ft-4.n-Jfmg s Jlnog rt Eu m?, 1 

Utp did fli, lotd lihd SksHn h opening her ndle- 

t^v. Took out several note*. 

"WslE you give these to your m-niher and Teh her Eq buy 
so melliing you wan 17“ she uhfced. 

[_i^_le'i eyes gl L^tcncd, bu.c only fur si moment. The □ rdte 
shook fcur head. 

Mis^ CJii^ie wouldn't lifc-t: 3( + ‘ sricS TTiefc lirfy 

F erc once—nh. a long Eime ago—and she WLimed to give 
riw li.= rthjjtaitp... for what 1 dojtc alws III. MLti 

Oft £ re mould n 1 ! - avs it." 

“We ncccFn 'l lei I her/ .Sicily plcadud. 

Ll?ji looked ihockcd., 

“I jimiin’r do ftnythtn^ M'isa Qggiic wouldn't like/ 

Feeling ctrrfously ashamed. Suvlia pot the money brwrk in 
hex nolE-cafac-. She had tried to buy herself pciuM? of mind 
jmtl liad Eniled. 

Ttr s«|| you what 111 do, Ua/ ahr *aid_ "I'll btiy TOtt 
SoEirei King you Vvimi. I don't bcECcvc Miss Oggte ■u-oukl 
mind that, hut HI ask her flpl. You Ihiftk of unmcthlns 
you want very much indeed and FU send lo the shp|w for 

k 1 

'Dob! "Octe&t ye: WiLLT" L_bti ejccJuimed. 'V£r won't for- 
&ai? r 

"1 weml forget," Stella said, "ItuE you nuiiE cell me what 
you wane/ 

‘I'll leSI you riuht enough,. buE -jinsrue time to rLiuk. Ver 
■world be goi.n L5 aw;hv before ieiUWITOV, wFU ynrT 1 

'I dan's think it's iikcSy/ 

Then I'll tell yer termarmw. WELl thttE 1st Orl ri^hlT 

That will he n3! rjetrt/ 

'Oil. r 'ope Miss Oggie dan'l say nc-/ l.tEtt said: 'huE if 
she do. wc can’r do unythink itbnht il. She's ItkE Ehql — 
Hit bfryjA rmhnd "ere d nea Ddj ih c Lei Is 'em.' 

'AnJ Jpyf—do you always ilu whuL she EeUs ycnaT Stella- 

asked, 

■ftncEi-a life- Shc r s n. Wonderful pettUHl—->r and Doctor 
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The slammed hehm4 f-JEa und Sltdlfl w?is alone 

apin. 

Funny So think how holmed. she wz-ls and yet umchnw 
she relc nwic Cil home nt i h i - moment ih^n she hud felt 
anywhere far n long time, 

11 was and ye! she thou-crhl of the horror wUh 

which her so-called friends wordd view the room in which 
she wa* iayEh£ and the uSTCftl otrtskle. 

Somewhere En the distance □ hoffcl-drE-an was playing 
and thenf were shonLg of children ptei/mg, hi eh Cockney 
voices yelling defiance ©r ^housing a naming. Ii was noisy 
nod yet Klelka. preferred it Co Ehc peace of Trcnjon Pafk- 

Th<:r<! tfi* runsbfe of rraffic, the ^dden flhriHnra of 

3 potic cm jin's whistle and she cOntatt-uaU h-ooi of motor- 
horns and ting -of bicycle beflis. 

For ib* 0m itme side® that ubsidy mamcm In B^fe- 
ram's Flat SlelUi felt the Totld of misery,. She ice which hud 
bound her heart, [q-sseni n c- a liCtfc. 

The world w-ent on; whatever happened, whatever one: 
suffered, the world went on. lYhcthcr shy liked is, or ftoS, 
she must fid on too k [here was no escape, no relief front 
oneself. 

She he^td the front door npen P heard fiMtsEcps ero&slDfl: 
the sitsing-rcQiii and shun her own door swim| buck, 

Sm3i3ne a greeting as she entered.. Oggie Cftiflt inid the 
room like n ship in hall sail. a lurried on her pihowi 
end fylr a iudden impulse of gJadfrEH ftH one might fee] aL 
ruceCinu , r m old frie-nd. 

"Oh i"m j-liid you are hitch. 1 she Judd. 
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Helty looked up f?citi her writing-desk -ai ALL-ee put her 
head round She door. 

1 m:iy 15 ms :■ s ■ k on Ihy telephone. She wants to knrt-A j 
whether you will come to tea Shi? :■ I lenwOfli/ 
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Heily hesitated. 

L r'(J tHkc ID go.' bM( B VlHV how |nti(£ ihl* man is 

Iffiftp io liny. Axis you quite certain, Al^c, be didis'C Sed 
yem whas he w»ntedl |r 

"Quilt certainAlice repiEcd Qi-mly.. 

'Then teK Lndy Defivech TIL tome iF 1 can_ ] oijRhc Eo 

be rible tp manage il-" 

Alice dt^pppcaced wish Ibe meawLse wtiHo Hetty pttr 
do-wn her pen and *ai iftinkTug. 

VsmOn WrightOn—Ifittieb^W Ehr nsme seemed familiar 
,-ind yel she eivuLd n-nl remember how or whestj 

she h\bi i heard Sl 

For L>uet Alice was of no Li$£ Io her. alJ she knew wsus; 
(bat a Mr. Wrijrhior! hnd runp up from the Foreign DfScc 
nsid a-iiid ibal il wu-v c^senlia] that h-r should Mrs 'Hay- 
ion, Ht _n rrTVm yi by Emin an-d Hotly ti^uJ nrr^^gisd, Io 
tend Id the halloa br him. 

Vajnac !■■.•. for i^w unknown reason, the appomlmcnt 
disturbed her. 

She tdway* dfdjkcd h^vitt^ nn bibi-rvii-w wlih IWtymiO 
about whom the knew nothing:--, *Iig liked io be prepn rtd„ 
To have her ftn&wers ready. .She was. aoray now she had not 
spa-ken io ibe men bimsdf, 

H H« wry antUtfisnU' Alice sold her. 

She Lrced Bo dismiss the uneani n«-; of her pmrn onifeiems 
by thinking nT Clive, bur that hrotlghl her m« peaee oe 
mind. She was dnllirbod abouC Clive, WdT ried abnul him. 
Firtfl and foremos! I heir evening together tind ltm lie wrung. 

Thai was due in Stella Marsden atid Hetty registered 
yel iifSDCtMr score io be paid by ibe WOcn.m who bad jeop¬ 
ardised all rhnt r he mo&E valued., 

For when Clive hud loldi her Ihai he wi^ *end=np SceUra 
a Way. sbe had. for the First ' i nac in ihv i r v,, it R i egeeher. 
challenged bin authority., 

Tt'i ri^iculonii; she asserted acigrity. *Vcm send her 
down here for ;* eqre tmd bisionp she- even commences it 
you remove her. Givi* bar a chime*, give h-^i at least she 
nprpoFtufiiEy in find out whai wc -Can do for ber. Bc^Ptlc‘f p 
what iire people ajotnjg Co lay T 
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Thifre: lay the real cause far Helty'f anEicly Urt SceHa'a 
behalf end CIeve tnew at, 

Hti h:id boem weLI iwirt eiser since Twnton Park wili 
open-nd a Convalescent Home iJiat Hticy ‘hankered after 
the rtlrat cm p4.irtan r patient*. rhe Gaaes who b-Tc-d bi-fl tiatnw 
jmd assigned positions in pfcC4ice time. 

flivc, in his nwn quid imt?hlrsrsLve way, had taken no 
notice of wbal Hefty wan ted or did nOI Wmit. 

He decided from tl*e heganaiift^ to une Trail on Park 
only for hts most venous tases and ihe patients he *cnt 
(hers were only chose he considered would h^ncfil Ifnm 

the ireasmenl they co^ld receive. wbelher ^hey were im- 
pnrt^nc or im-impurtan-t from 3 heir h.oHle---'s point -of view, 

Het|y B In h*r desife to win him, Jwd hecn careful not IO 
.A Flow her Soriat ambitinm to obtrude ihninselvcs or Id 
show through the mask of mercy an ^ [ovtn E ttndncsa 

whsch iiire in variably-assumed in Clive's p^cseil DC. 

But for cmee ihe mask was dropped. ihe naked truth re- 
veiled itself in her voice and before she had finished 
speafcmi* ilie read his. diisgusf saasd conleanpl in the cKpi’^s- 
siion of fits fsiee. 

HcMy was so n sl i I to gc! rm|" hsr cwn way, to over-rid¬ 
ing Ljid o-i'er-biddme anycirtt who stood io her pmih. ibat 
for ihe moment if was impossible if or her HO check, her an¬ 
ger. 

"Si erl m Manden musl stay Thth*/ she n-^sorted. 

Bisc ihe immediately regret *ed her oLttbur.sE jh Clive 
Withoul u&Ottwr word turned .ind lefl her idOiia in her 
own ELtiing-room. 

For a moment she wni too astounded to speafc* 

Then sh-_ realised whal she had done. Even now &he 
could hardly believe ihiit die h.id indeed lost and reputed 
the one man she bad desired in her whoSe lifer 

'He C-tuTl Jo wilhouc me/ uhc, cold, berseff. 

Her confidence returned aa she thoughl of rite wonder¬ 
fully c^itirpped medical ward upstairs and the patients flTfc- 
Lng il. alt uf wtiorri were beinL; kcpl B fed arid JreiiLcd: at 
hir Kptnit. 

Bu? her b\isLn^-ss-ltke hnafn, so well trained in th* past. 
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rente mbcreif efre papers <;he had signed, fh* conditions Un¬ 
der wh>fch r.hc hint opened the convalescent hfin.it. 

TTlerte wm mo menUun of Piwc's tn iheiti, her 

Wntract was rrOl with im y pari itulaJ num .rnd she uniter* 
MCKHf LG. a D-i :-L bow lender a bold she Etad. over CLLvc’fl 
gnatitudE. 

.She minlrt lei] hltM rvhe was gjv-ipg then -Of Chill rp liim 
only, bid he mooepicd it inri|^,rsonii% an behalf of |be sick 
iUid suffering. 

J lust supptKinE.' slie irniuret! btndf, "Chat fee pefusw id 
cdnse htner himself. :lun he /-.endi another man, another 
ftpeciidirr ■■'ho undGrsSiLuds what is required ttnd merely 
carries qlLE orders?* 

"He wouldn't dare/ she thought. "he wotjJ4ft , ’i mint to, 1 

Due the feiir waa. Jherr* and when f^c mtnutea hder 
she wenE Ltpsliiin. :«• Ltie ward it wns Eo find t_but Clive '! ■. ■ • t 
tz':ne and without sayLnjg: pfK>d-hyc. 

Entttethrng of Felly's uintal bunyahcy seemed m leave 
h-CT and EfinE oVtnjnp. when, dcrmcr., In ken Aj/ff-d-f Ar wpth 
ASiec, was Liver ahe iu.t il-pnc in kr viuln.g-Topccp and filled 
herfirff- 

She was forty., e much-talked-of. much -envied 
hut she wai terribly liniL-Ly,, Even in those csl ra-ntd-Ifiary 
year* with Clemen! afec had nai ksidwu such lorieLLneiifl a$ 
ifee ‘Was experiencing clow. 

She had a placg in snerefy, JUKI Efeal she- onuFd always 
Fetitin sn she had mpney. She had a circle of ho- 

Called friends cho-sen,, she ad milled Eo herself. For every 
reason *sve th.ii of [iHendjdilp and to n i |>^ukwa*hip . 

’What more do I wan t?' 

Th* answer came swirlty eo ber_ She wanted Clive, 
warned him an- a man, .She would want him. were he a 
CWSSzng-w^&per, Wert: hit the most utter uilEcitsE. 

Tt didn't roiltlcr TO her who he wjij. or wfest hi> ^ucsal 
pC-^i+mn, s;hc Lhnpod for his Arms ~Ound hjtr B for the feeling, 
of bis lips on htt\. 

.Sbe Wanted Mo srumjnifn-.r herself, to be? possessed as she 
hail always poswa-Nsd so mgeh except ki-^. 

”1 love norhing . _ . nothin^,’ she murmured suddenly* 
uni WiL 5 af mid of the unpLi'caEiLin witSicti her own thgught^ 
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As aim watched Stella leave I he next mOfntfift h &ftw ihc 
nmhuinitCe drive nwity from under Lhu- fciT.-_il G.nhlc porch, 
shi± had a sudden fancy Chul ..jOmoiliing Valuable* 50.lna- 
thin^ prcciqus wenl wi th her- 

Then tried id reins^ce hrielfr 

"Surlla is nothing more lhan :l pjblicnt Id ■Clive," '-he mid 
herself l \'nu’re jivtng her no cmpojtaoe* which he would 
be ihc to gf4Ht her. He intenested beoiuLc she is rc- 
nNy til. hucause he has June one oi hi:- amazing. opcmiiona 
upon her. There‘s nmhinj; more—nothing./' 

Ytt however mspeh sh# chided ht! r*eEf h the ■«* | i n© oT de- 
preissc-Cin (here* I he feeling of being left behind* OLtt- 

Sirfpped. ijefertled in some Tfure which w*3 not aware 
had KCgrfc-d untflshe had found fcha) she had I oat it, 

A] ice found her hard to bear., fur she vented all Ehe 
raibimcts of her emotions upun that paiienu uncom¬ 
plaining woman, 

p f mufll jret away for n change/ she lold Alice. "I can't 
stand ihia pl-n.ee any longer. Perhaps we arc ill on edge rhe 
fourth year of war, hul at lca c t one needn't StagHAt-C. i 
shall go up to T.ondort—-1 haven't decided yin whether Hi 
take ymi or leave you here/ 

Alice Sitid LLtllc, she there w=i-§ nothing one could 

s*y to Hetly whea she was in this mo-od. she could only 
pray I hsir it would pass quickly. 

Ciutltiry. she felt thm It had all started from ihe moment 
wher she had come into the roam cjiJ interrupted Hetty 
and Clive. 

IfCE hetw 1 WT33. -s-hc to know. Eo a niter pa, EC Ehal Clive 
would act the way hi! did, that lastly Maisden would leave 
Tran km Park ctn-J titifc Hetty would t^ikc ii ita a pei^onuJ 
IrsuJl? 

Wearily Alice tried! ro COncen tf nfo on the h-nuselccrpln^ 
■GCOlHi1s T On the- letters she had to type, re gottliftg; the pa.- 
Ck-ats, hut alwny-. her mind T^lumcd in ihc *-;inkn prob¬ 
lem—Helty sifld the atmosphere of ^fitsgontjftn whrch now 
SeemCsl Eo cinajinCe from her lo wards everyone and espe¬ 
cially herself. 

HexEy changed into a smart anti aEiruclivc tire^a before 
Mr. Vemcin Wrifijiiun anivctl. 
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“Always io&V y-nur h^s i Bind he SmUflcr than the 

other person if- ><iU have B diftlc-ulE interview In frcinE af 
you,' Ckment had sai-d. 

He h;id cirtLIcil Hetty into LutCnjs every possible advpnv 
t not-. Ste fcn*w ev>erv mdvne- 

w Sii wilh your back to the Si fib I’ itt&Sce Ul^w who toj?* 
Io you FitCc ii 4i rid sd low, 1 

'Always npppar busy even if ymt Are nm." 

'Always he jcnciouEi if it c-aiti you. neahirg. even (O the 
most unhnporCanE p^a^on, 1 

Tvc never Mncfi him before/ Hatiy thouBbc *witlTy m 
M i Wi i lih-Rin w« announced. 

He W4ifi a IrEin. shorl. in-adjgisfflcajjir-tocikin g little man. nf 
about forty-five or filly: he wore dsjk (tSas-.i:s and *hc was- 
etude term in that 3&e isad Ee£t Lh-j incvil-uhie Fumign Office 
thick Ilnmburg in the KalL 

He curried B hriuf^tw under hi* arm Bind he raflie for¬ 
ward wiife an- unhurried guic icrcisi the long e is pause of 
the library Tn- shake her hand. 

'CThanming place ycu'vc pert iie-ffe, Mu*. Hiiyfnn, 1 br Arid. 

He looked ftiund him with uir up" apprevul, and It 
was at thdit meweut lh.ni Hedy decided -be disliked, her 
visitor. 

He w-m: lop auMr of himself „ too imave, -As she silked 
hi its lo lie cfow.i» on ihf tofu and offered hijn ■ c^B^nette 
she w.iL5 ^cckinu ca^rly aru! swiftly for ■same point of 
venuige in wh:ii ihe felt «rtftiu a fencing mutch 

ahe-nd- 

"You wanted, lo see me?" idle said, ns Mr. Wrlghron 
seemed In no hurry lo -scan The eon versa lion. 'I cfont think, 
ws'^e had the pk4uut< of meeting each other bsfopc to¬ 
day.' 

I have nfien seen von, though,, Mrs, Hnyioru and ad- 
mired > ii"*— if 1 fMAV tft>' 

SHctly lTiclmcd her brad. She U'TUi SU5pfriou.-s of «mif>^- 
meplH ivhen rhey w-cre p-nld in such a manner She. wished 
he would come to the pnint r 

"T wiinlcd fo see you atone and privately.' Mr„ Wrlghtm 
sasd. "WcrannoE he overheard brra?’ 

‘Mest ecrtalnSy not,* Hefty tvjiEpmL 
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Slur was ■mrprrtiretJ at the qucstfiTn, nmi ft lirnu^hi wiih it 
mn in ti?ri5.i n^rl fueling of apprehension. 

’Welt, ihen, I call tell you Lhr reav-jct for my visit, ^ Mr. 
Wrighltin west on, "Yoti were a friend, n very £]<jso friend 
I believe, of che Baron, ■von- Stmtih-q im_ p 

Iteriy stiffened. If had been convenient snnee ibe war 
S.! rifled to Fni.k-et flow fervently --lie Had chfUTipk-ned Ific 
German envoys who had come to london before the 
war. 

It had bees faShkiiiablE before- Munich to bn mote OT 
3 cm pio-German. 

Certainly members of the Germtin EmNa^ 1 could be 
found in many of the most ricstinguisbcd tiDLises In Lon¬ 
don. 

Hctiy bad mftd-e ti point of jiving large and modi ad¬ 
vertised parties for the Ambassador. 

B : i ■an von SironheEm bad htjen sent to England on n 
special mission. Hedy was a llcile yague os to wbal that 
niUpion was., but undoubtedly be had received a great deal 
of attention both from ihr. Prtss and from society. 

M-e was a good-looking, dim i n gici shod man and be bad 
welcomed very recently any kindricsa Hctry was grii clous 
enough TO accord. him. 

She had L-n CerlJiined for tihn very Partly all One sum¬ 
mer: Cabinet MFnistcra* Duchesses, Peers, Members of 
Piirliarnenl and Ibc Press were- only loO glad CO he in¬ 
cluded m the pani-UT she for Enron von Stronbearti. 

There were week-end parties at Ttenloo Park and c -He 
had even yivim the rdOal popular ftuf of the season 

especially for him- 

She thought of him now, of that courtWJWJ, ,nlmo?n old- 
werid manner beneath which lay a quick* imperious* Pjuh- 
ilianism. 

At tfae beginnm g of iheir Acquaintance Hetty bad hem 
deceived in in Relieving Ibiron v^n SLrcmhcim what he 

appeared—a charming gentleman bored with poUllcs and 
interested only in 1 he society of lovely women. 

Few people bcJiwTOi, could pierce that etcher 

facade; hut bn -Luach U she l.irrtt, dn^ parsed, was a 
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man tauatEtaljty devoted 5e? his leader, a mau wbow whole 
life was cne of Imriitue, pEm. and counterplot. 

la had amused; her To discover inis., al had been rather 

rlirptlirijf raiher -jtcLthis tv, E'l^| he-rath mn mini ncl >n- 

■-1-":tt l i ecHirt^.l hy p|tb, man ^hu Ln bis sublJe njrthLesiftEs* re¬ 
minded her of C-Lcnient, 

Mtiw she fell 0, lutEden chill -at the sound n-f hij n-ame, 
bur rtlrfiz: answered Mr Wn-ghton steadily enough. 

‘Yea*, I knew Baron Von SlrooheurL, You have news oi 
hi m7 r 

L Ndt|itng, I'm afraid. to hi* ndvaningr,* Mr VfifflCffl 
WrtghEoo a-sid WeeIi a smile. 'I believe he still holds i|uile 
an important post in Lh - Nazi pany alibough what it la 
need uoe cofie^m us mi rbt mormiit. 1 

Helty waited. She had si feeling Ornl a t^e chado-pr wrm 
approaching her,. wa.v cOminu nearer and nearer and that 
in a oiomenc eE would envelop her„ 

"You bscE correapondefice with the BmoaT 
Mr. Wrightoti was nol louksng aE her &■s he spoke, hut 
w.i/- uadoinji I he straps 4 >f bis bnef-e.Tse 

T'irt sure- 1 did. One- usually carreKpnod-i wilb people 
whom one l ntfcfTsdfis.' Hilly an^^red llphiLy, 'May I asfc 
no whfl t amhority you are aski ng me these question*?* 

‘Upon my own aUEhtirixy and lu yOiar advantage Mil 
H ayEon/ 

To my Bdoanffl^er Hetty eeh-ned tte words, 

"Mos( ecftAlftly/ 

Mr. WrighEoti smiled and she fefr it was the type of 
Smile lhat the judges of the Spanish Inuumlk^! gave :ls 
they writhed lheir victim* Ort cht rack. 

F Qn rhe i9lh June,, 19.18, you wrote to ibe Baron, Mrs. 
Hitylon. 1 

TJid 1.7 1 can hardly he (EEpcctted io ftmcmbt r rhaE,* 

'You wru-te ao him from this, h™^." he tooL a leuicr 

cut Of EhfSciL-Se. Y«, from Trenton Perk-' 

Hetty suddenly goE to her Feet 
'Where did you gel thul JelterT" 

'You MCOgllSRC it, I Stff 

Mr. Wrighcm looked up, stdl smiling. 

"Thai Was a private Eetlef -'' 
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YTcrrainSy + n very private letter, - Mr. Vftrrtrvn WrighTon 
jL r iLd. "A teller iviiltrn Co I-hr rrtvov nil I Sic- German Cilw- 
eminent by a lady whose boa-pi lal-ity he had <ri*j-nyt!d. a 
tedy who^ adapted cuisnlry. if nOt Cher country ol "her 
birth, wna ui thill time not lELteTcsted tn ibe cv-ecti of Eu¬ 
ro po. p 

T^r&m where did you get that tetterT Helty repealed. 

Tm n fluid . Mrs. HaytOn, Fvc COme here to as* L-piss- 
t6ons> not to answer them. Il is sufficient, lot trs *fly., Ibal 
the Idler c-imc into my pwwjssiian hv unorthodox aicaELs. 
Ncveiihcless, an. the- moineni ii is in my pctp&ession/ 

Hetty ^ac down in her chair- She wai trembling.. 

'This iteitet, couched in very charming terms of rtffec- 
Hcm,* Mr- Wri^hton went on, teamed in il some very in¬ 
teresting end dumbUcss odi Fyin|f informid ion/ 

T mmcniber ibe Iclt-er,'' Helly said briefly. 

Ton remember, bn doubt, the |ATt in wflfeJi you des¬ 
cribe ? comrersai km you bad overheard ber^-eeit « Cabinet 
Minister and the Secretary of State for Foreign AlfiiLtS 
who had din-ed wjih you the nL^hc before. 

The tonversadon was brief, bul il must hav^ hem of 
nn doubled v^hic 10 Baron wn Sironherm to V™>w vxtttly 
the view* of the Secretary of Stale and, no- dnubl, of the 
Cabinet Minister, loo. tn Ihc iocrcas^ irt German navjd 
tonnage and our ability in this country to whtsXaad at¬ 
tack! from the air_" 

TTiat is all paHl history/ Hetty said. “The letter* how¬ 
ever valuable then. has. no value. today/ 

H Fh At i i- .1 metier of opinion./ Mr. WrFghlOo said! Init 1 
Wa* just -wondering whiLt would be ibe view of my pr-e^enl 
chief mt the Foreign Office and of ihe British Government 
at thifl moment towards the writer of Ibis tetter." 

"You arc not. theit, repr-a^aiteg the Foreign Office?* 
Hetty irtitf quickly. 

'As a quite minor employee fn chef Fmparteht Ministry* 

I am representing no One hut myself/ 

Hetty gave jl litile nigh- She was hc^nning lo irnefer- 
Stand, to see daylight. She wid no longer abjectly afraid, 
insteaij her brain took oanirol and she gave a little Lau^h. 
scornful and -sharp. 
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‘So HlackfWaR." 

"EspfcBily. An uttpte:Ju«Lti! wcrrf H “Hue Vfsry comprehensive?." 

"HItoy much do you want?' 

*1 h»^5 been cnoNidc-tmE I kircE nn my w.iy down 1 Mr. 
Vernon W nigh Ion said. To hc^Lq with, my dear Indy wg 
h:; vq- Efj cate entn consideration lh-;d Vtm arc very fcind 
of dim cmuniry* Ycu turn made for youTstii 4n utmost 
unique imHlon burn jim n Kortcu. 

h T Can't b-fclieve rbitc you would enjoy being dealt with 
under Section IfiB or being exiled Ip that couinry oci oxh 
■be AtEnatk: wb-ieh y*ou l-cfi ?w?rnie ycni^ :igu amt lo which 
you seem En no hurry In return." 

"You ! eYidfcnlly know a ieOilmJ iJcj] about. me/ H-etCy said 
tartly. 

Some part of her mind was almost -niTiuScd now fit fh.1* 
pnalcntjtlion of his cjlT he man hn-.l bracm. nbe rmu| -id- 
■mic that, but : ibt wMaed she lmm how Lb.u C un2o rt.i_mj.le 
letter had come into bfh JMMSefFSiCHL 

"N^yirr write IrEICm .' 1 

How often Chmcfil warned her of tbai find a he hod 
b*tiR stupid endugti to djaObey him. Well. the ffllrtl fiioa- 
Ihe Conscqucnre-s sh.E fu p posed. aSUiough she Imagined 
ihcy wr-e going to h c es pe ttsivc- 

h Wcll. whjir is your price? 1 donT Emngitie you en.p t*Jl 
me much About myteh :3snl 3 don't know iiLre-ficfy." 

TVell keep it strictly td hn^inns Lines, shall we?' Mr. 
Wr^ian mud. 'Very wbll then. You'll furgEv* me if l *ta:e 
wh:LC E fcqutrt in pounds. T find dal Inn- so Confuting-. 

[ Want a hundred IhouHand pounds lo bo paid (o me 
bnmediafely; I want hflfheo Ihrius^tid o for I he nest of 

my life. ami l want a promise in writing that you will 
riL-/er entertain in the future any envoy oV repreMUtarav^ 
of a foreign government/ 

r f think yon'n* mad.!' E-Jeity sn-uppi^il rhfl wpirds ai him. 
Jumping Cef her feel. 

H Otl I he contrary, tray dear l.ndy* I .im eTcerd i n^ly Hunc 
and frirnn^tf ihouejh ic may seem lo you f hfive n arrat thud 
of patrinii^fn tefi In m-j. li i* women like you whn are rep^ 
rev* pint we of no particular race or nalionntEty who 
dant! UtiiiS COLLS try iudh immea surebte hiLTm in thu pA^u" 
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Mf_ WrfgbttfcQ^ VCWM wji* ihij.c of 5J Pros ecu I Jug Co urn 

*ad 

r ViH( belong to Ihe intemutipiiap *cjt- r h^i continued- yrtU 
have ni> lu-yiiLde*, it« patriot-isoi- no feqlin-g eir zmntkjn for 
anything except v-hu^cIT You live in I ondotu >'»■ u yvn 
yuur money from America, you dress in Paris. 

'You unS pFep;ic-*ii to tell the secrete of -nil thn» coon- 
tries.. in ffec[ Co betray all lht>Se who hl*vc nurtured and 
■KR-WtttcJ you io Lb iu ItrsE gcod-Juoktng Genmm wfcm cOme-s 
along. 

‘I iiKli'iicI npt lo jfret rid of you—chat's fm possible—Init 
to draw your leadt- to render you hornless. Those arc my 
intentions/ 

'Ami Ef | Hciry asked. 

p Ihcn this Irttcr will be placed wish the proper ruith un¬ 
tie* Eoitwhtow morning-- Trial's all— very simple- TTtey may, 
of emirs*-, Sii'ke up rh-e attitude th.-it you are mn American 
suh^-ci — you are by marriage; then you will he Ui&crecity 
scjsS home—for 3Pod 

"Ylhi could p?elc up ihc threads u^aiit hi Ntci * 1 York, 
yciuHl find many id yepuf inSc-mnriunal IViem!-, there waiting 
foT hmnitrEies to cease. No doubt they manage i-n do 
hour’s work at lhc ked Cross when they are fortified with 
cnongJi dr? martinis In the Waldorf AstorW 

Holly ihoucht of York and shuddered- 

There would he no pretending Ehere. they Tfcrtcw her ns 
Well ns they knew anti would remember ClcmenJ. Her 
position coot the legend ^hc bad Entih up round herself 
vnnLihed, -..hi: would become a nonentity,, a rich, woman 
among rich women. 

She knew m-cn Mini whatever the price she pat stay In 
EngTnEHi 

’LikScii/ rEk> said, Nuw rh^i <bz wa* ready lo begin to 
bargain she vrnilcd. speaking In a voice ibsnt Wils bulb qufct 
and chainTiing. -Before we st^n to talk abend Ihe mnney, 
let's pec tbj5 oiher clause settled, shall we? Ill give you nn 
linderrakihg never ngam to enterlain. 3 pep new; n( a Civ? of 
(he German Govern rrn>®t. Will that satisfy yod?" 

Mr Wrightoti th-nok hU head- 

■With world politics in the ntftic they arc." l*e %nEd, N I 
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-shciLLlil He ■ fool in fierce Co "ueh m tu £:£**< loti . Wlio knows 

wiifcre <hjj enemies or our Irkoilf wiM cornc from Ln the 
future. 

4 What I Wnnl In eliminate is the dangicr of aoiHa] inh.r- 
whh wh:.! :iro alfriirs. There hAv-e bean 

CfKi many hmdted nr Mayfafr Euach&on hi Hies-" 

Iri j i_ eyes nArroWcr-d. wil h ■disy.utl. 

'Ll L-i women lite yi.-ij r ■svho don't dFiiicrsiand w bai ii 
jECMflrg an Lind who —-a* 1 have already tibEd—<-:ior le^ 
that do IhE burm„ wnmcti who have no conscience or Lu¬ 
pine!: So ftLiide ihem. ic the crowd who £fi from Rd? lo 
Rii?,, h-ifdEy kfwi^nig what eounlry ihey nrc in imlcs* they 
look curt of rhe Window 5 , who speJ] Uunjrcr not for them¬ 
selves hut for the incn who die bccaEi^e of them—die o-ra 
die heachfci of TDunksjJr and in I he desert of AErica/ 

Mr. W-rig-hlnn haid nnl moved Pram Ihr sofn .ind yet iL 
seemed to Helty sw. if he donniisied thv whole room 

Glraft We in ihc p-i'inEh of Vimtagef he was sealed and fche 
w;t^ sCaUdmp pjsi : yes H h-s r«ti -small, ulterEy small j_nd hd- 
nmii.-iied to the point of auptn^on, 

S'bal Eh is man. this iini.mporC.~inJ clcrlt. should purt her Til 
iueh n poiition was Lnl^crabic^ IhoE a he could no Way 
OlFl ic CAUllrophlC 

“&ul suppose." the sawt, ']U6t Ttcpprra* f jtive yon my 
promise In wriiing and lh lave, ten- years /ram jacrw i break 
it—wh^iT tlicnT 

T"ben this Iclter wrll he hrciughi In ihe notice of ihe cm- 
Thorilies." he spid “3 (eel that even in peacE cirne, even If 
we ieven eo our unuil ecsmpl&eency and Rood-huma-ured 
tol^Kulfifr of our cEtcmics T wc shall .still hiV-^ i&ftfnB som-e- 
fh-inp ii hoiit ^pi< <. taboui Che womffl whn act ns informer? 

{Julie JiLi .k'lrri Iy Mr, Wrightcm dropped his formal m-ntl- 
ncr. 

'Cpcioii Ytcavzns trcr«ian r| don't you. Lind crista rid Ih.’t Ef you 
tvere a man Cbertr'ii -L-nouph in rhlt IcSt-cr lo hsop t otL - ? Mow 
yotL could h.-v-r I%vv rh r;ird Sueh nu cwn«rvi i krtl ^ Ix-yi-f 
my compr^hcn?.iuin. T h^: Foreign SccsFetftiy muu! bo ■■ - ■ e^^n- 
Wfffercd hEm^lf iihsolutely s^fe- 

fc l durt“t know whelhcr y&u h-?td a. didapbohc in Che 

room nr whether you, had your prcUy ear co ibe key- 
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h*f>Te-—whale-v^r it thefe was no chance" of yraf not 

ypKlersl.indinp the v-dtie of wh@S you WSflC p^M-njE c*q CO 
the OiTlfian <3ovamm-cnt/ 

He xpofcc wish barely concealed ringer. 

Tl iv-t’r vilal informal ion ami you supplied if rftl ft vltrd 
moment in bmh CDUnEriw" history. Who krbcmi ]KW much 
ic affected she Senna thxi w*re dirtoitfrd 10 na at Munich? 

"It isn't for me rci judge iTuit or for you. ^uiftcieref fo *ay 
lhaC this led^r focriminiitiMS yflu com plctcly a you cam"! c±> 
enpe from it or from lit sEgnEhcanoc.' 

'’And She money —why do yon want the ■money?' NeMy 
asked. 'How dare you preach la me? you who are fusl a 
blackmailer, a man prepared to fate money in payment 
for hire salfcpce.* 

Thi^t^s nry own huainc**/ Mr. Wnphtosi nmwered. "SuF- 
HcicFir to tell you a hat ihc mn-ncy will not be used entirely 
j&clFi\h|y 1 hu( will help ihe Fnnuli&L sif shose men who have 
died that democracy, real demnc-rucy, may lave." 

'll H soo much/ Hotly si-aid, “I can't agree Id any of tine 

conditions/ 

'You arc going Co agTec/ "he sni-d: 'and a? you nrc a 
woman who has handled: her own business ex¬ 
tremely ably for iofoc years, you win pay up and way tc no 
time m St|Uc4liin&. 

! l happen so know that a bir^e amount o-F your money 
is in bonds. E will take ih-n-se amj f will t^kc :tl:-o Home of 
your jewellery towards the hundred thcusB-nd/ 

He mtu led unpleasantly- 

'3c'x gnang In cripple you for a hit. Knf ic? and T want 
t-n do than toll do rah lie** Mr. "HsvCmci^ Lnvmtnneifcts will 
double the ip selves in t be boom which will succeed the w:ir 
and Shen ibe paltry fihten fturuaajid n war you are paying 
me will sCcm onEn>pnrlaoc. p 

It's u fPFhJne/ Hclty soid slcawfy. 'nnd hnw conk] I trust 
yon nnl to ask more, how do 1 know I hat Frt a year'-, ^inifi 
yon won't demand iwency thoLts and, thirty Ihousaiad a 
yeafT 

h You"Ci h-nvt to lake my word for it/ Mr. WrEgblon re¬ 
plied. 'I will give il tn you if veni like m nn HnplishmHTi 
and a patriot. EL you think u over, Mrs- HuyiOD, you will 
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see § have h--^en verv tfxtncrous inwards you. Thmp mighl 
h:iv C . been much wopw. You'd rlptU H&Ucrway unsyfnpHt- 
thetFC, Enr instance.' 

HfHy lurned tier hjwfc Lo him for a luiomtiK, Looking 
down El the- Bre_ 

'Very w?U/ she ^iid_ ‘ffiert'i nalhrog «L^ 1 can Jo, I 
rruppote 1 *h«J;t h-u^e to Agree.’ 

ISul even [u she .vpofce. hex hrj.ui wnai wurklng xwifily 
End avidly lo cdecL a way ouL 
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Mr, Wrighlen repEuted the tetter carefully jn Ms rift patch 
d iia. ihen he linked up at Hcftv mid sskd w i“h a. sambeJ 
'T i^ngralul*le you. MtS. Hayton/ 

‘Co-ngrrnmEaEe- me!" 

’On your seif-coTurrol- Moss wnmm—youTl forfriYe me 
if 1 generalise-—wotrij haw sniidnd ai a his- Ectccr or ei 
Je^sI TTi.'idc -^nie attempt to set po^session n£ it. I hikl 
naturally jaken precaclitin* ApiiMt Uut scpet oE thing, but 
l‘m yiod they wer* not neec^sjsry/ 

‘What procaiititisiH have you taken?’ Hefty ssk-od, 

Jfhfl a poke sLiiwiy, for only h-tlf her mind was .MlemlinG 
to what this: mnn ayimj, 3 he other hair was apeeulM- 
IDg. Stheming, searching for no avenue eif escape. 

"Wall, sjKicipfttLng vrtmt you feavo beoa wise enough nor 
to aciempT- 1 had she letter photographed. tt Wotr: ikme 
Very dl^twily* of COumC- you needn’il h* nervous tin itud 

ncctilintr 

"The man 59 one of the offtsiid photngraphfifS- of Ihe 
Mrniffry -and dneumcnls of the mosE ss^crel nature p;tsa 
through his hand* Then C tont th-o ivdjptttve ^usd ihfi pito* 
ioftraph a Qtl placed lhefn in a very safe pEa.ee. + 

Mr. Wrighton saw Hetty’s face and went □ □. 
r Dno , t look worrietl- I know wictly what yw p re ifrfnlc- 
in 4 ? Vcnj are thinking, ihac if I was kilkd by a bomb nr 
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mn ever by it b(s^ |H-ir photofsmph mighl fftll into fttranBQ 
KmthIs, Ttuit would lie unfair lo you us ypu have agreed i-> 
my con :Hc isiEVK. _ 

Thinking of nlf Ehnt—and ymt rmitT aditdl I’m iHor- 
ough—1 hLtvu placed the photograph iusdi the rag* live in ft 
book in Che shelves of my library. 

-There arc ivcarPv live ihonuMfid volumes in lhal HtEle li¬ 
brary," Mr, Wcifjhicin continued with pride. ‘3 have -collecE- 
ed lHem :t!£ my life and ihcy itre never touched by anyone 
hue m-yaelf. 3 ;im tM much OF :l boot lover Co rnccumg.C 
borrower?- Your sccra-L b a^ife wH b file ftcul IH only, ii 
lhaC fair?* 

Tou csjn hrirdCy «rpect me to ibin'k dial any el 1 your 
sMtiodi ari fair/Hetty said coldly, 

Mr WrrphtoFfc Cooked nl her as if He W 35 dmnppomlcd 
fHal *iHc d£4 fiot appreciate hta Forethought and deLailed 
pHLnnmg. 

■Welt, | luppm* Fe would He too much to fKpcrt you to 
praUi: mt: afi£ ihe same, I Have tried hard Co work IhFs tvul 
to the nth degree of accuracy, And uuw, Mrs, Hi^icm, 
Sbnll Wt look -at your jewels'?* 

"Surely you don't in Lend to ehnose tike pie-cc-a voll wanlT 
Tm ufraid so. Von see, I hupp-Gn to be rtithef ;i eon- 
nmsseur of ^dluy; 3n foci, In let yivu ini ei secret, 1 
Was hrOugbl up in I he jewel trade, nty anther was one of 
ibe hjp Amsierdsm deale/a. 

“He always mount me 10 follow an bjs foocmeps, bul 1 
showed *0 mth-h unu*n:il ihilify For my ugz 1 h .11 they die* 
Cbdcd ihc Civil Service should beEicHt by m y service *- 1 

Hcity had in eEench her hands mother to prevent her 
shrieking Oul at this pompous, scir-tiitiificd hoie. 

She eoufd ^ce that lie wot entoying every moment of 
this drama in wh.it: h he was playing a lending part, 

SSm could Imagine Thru ii mini fravg a:i,ken Him wceti, 
perhaijv= tvrn months before he had Ihc whole scheme 
worked out in hi* mind apd before h* Cftme to nw Hen 

II would hrcvc given him pleasure CD wide like a cal 
pjpyldg with a mouse-. New He wui tu^ouring,. jlmosC ref- 
Miing. rhe scn-taiion of leaving h&t in hts power. 

The man w..s hut evil, nos the type of HiiioknuLLler who 
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merely bcitrerus hniEidly on his victims. This ma_n was :± 
vqry different l>frtd- 

She eu-uld t*fwIcfHCfl ntl that i-rt hb own way he fell ihjii 
he waa being inieiiseSy periotic And ^he -i even prep-ired 
!JO Hefi-cvt: bin hints Lhal Lhc money was So he iex.pirn.dcd On 
si good cause. 

li wmdd #ive him pHiiuft n> dbpcm>c Iwnirvcfomc^. Uw 
me&Fl ■_ far whrch li'-: luid obUiine-d in LinonhadDi ways. 

1 Wfaji can I dotf Witai can I dot' -die Ehau$hr fr^ti- 

c*Hy. 

'Mj idea/ Mr Wrip.-hir.-io wai faylng. is to pick out p-w- 
ellery which I cemider worth, nay, tbJrly taffy iMiNind 
ptiundir. E hi]vc -iecA you j.r the Gpcru, Mrs. Haytoia. iind 1 
Jcjilyw that you have ^.runn very fins specimen pieces. 

Thfiiu^ !hc cbADneb with which I -.mi in couch the« 
c::ri be disposed cMf quite quietly and withcml commtmt. 

"After alE, by the iJnve the war ts over you will doubtless 

be iibk" to replace such possc-RHon^ md at lb v (laotneitE 
even you cm have EEtUfr its* For them/ 

Hcuty fell teraclf tremble with rage *t hi* impcrtEnenec, 
at the way he dared to dictate co h *r A hot with a, ±4.ttpea- 
doua effort she checked tho words that rose to her Ups. 

"Never gtt ainpccy/ dement hud *&id, ’however provctc*- 
tfvp your opponent* however euy ii may be to Erne ytsur 
Bern per. El you lose eanln^, you throw aw ay your Lust 
hope oF iteming tae grume/ 

'H if indeed n Iosj hope / atuz abonght. 

Jl '-Loosed i Si at KIt. Wr^hfoq held id I thcennds- 

"V'fiur bond*/ ho went oh., "ur* lc UJiTerenl mutter. ThoaC 
rendo (ahtedly you will have at the bonk and I won Ed iu^ 
£ L ’St l-o yog tfvaE lo save urcy lUfjrtc&aftalJMS Of any chnftCe 
nf queiltacL-i. yisu mrtntcl rhe manager lo *rnd ihem h-cre 
to yon nod I will come down ,md releh them one day 
uejil wtcl:/ 

Hetty Still vim! n-D-ihing. ?»he tfcod bjtinp: her Tower l:ip P 

‘Youll lorjdvc m*/ Mr- Wrighcon said, le-okim hiis 
WHTch, 'if I ^ue^eEt (h-4( we don't was-lt loo much time- 1 
would Ufce-, if possible, to catch the -5-3f> train hicTi to 

|_onrln>fl- 

■ a I i* now nearly talir o'etaidc :and aa boon as we Julyc 
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examined your Jewellery and you have signed- tin? (itlie p^- 
pqf I haw here ready prepared"—he lapped the dispatch 
Ciuse—’'it will ho time for mp to bid you ait rrvoir." 

Hetty shuddered. 

She could look into I he future and see Mr, Vernon 
Wright-on vuyiop «w down Through the y*;ir-. r always 

tafcimi u little mote, al^nyH demanding ■-onusthink with 
thal f&anome tooshy uretEte of bis which she felt would, 
hattnr her- for ever. She must do »onwthing, must make a. 
mos-e of some ?son 

■ni go- and thqr Ifccysi of the hs fe 
'I am Dontent Eo wail., my d-c-nr lady." 

Mr. WHfthton FOIdc-d hay white hands over his dispatch 

cua*. whk-h he laid so mew hit oSEenliiciou^ly on his knee. 

Hetty walked wish dEpjilJy from, ihe room, huE. lhe m&- 
meni she was outride she atari ed ro run tip ihe staircase, 

Wh$n she reached F|i*f own bedroom {in the brsE floor 
ihe sLiLmmed the door behind hcr r alien stood preying hel 
fingers lo her eyes which were- burning, 

""What am t m do? Wftai am t to do?' the asked heraaif 
again, hut could think or nothing nothing at hIJ. 

Slowly “she- dragged herself across the room, opened the 
drawer of her dressing-table and look from bt the keys of 
her s=ife She looked at herself in the gl-tss. 

IC seemed to her ejcciLcd Funcy Ehni s.he had grown urw 
measurably older in the last hoof, t_h-tn Abe- lumed away 
and WaJkect slowly back along the corridor which led to 
the SJurre^e. 

When she. renohed ft she went iipstatre la »b* third Floor 
where the jewel Mlb was bon&ed. Helty brad hnd it spfr- 
cLilly fruill in I he large wardrobe room where oil her 
clothe* wtic kept, 

A& dtc stepped on to the third Floor landing. Wdlbifu 
Cllilc Otll of her room. She Looked Surprised. uE seeing her 
OJisSrcss, 

l Po yon wan I me. Madam?* 
l Nu t thunk you, Wmkbw." 

TOU fC quite ccrtaia'j ,# Walk ins insisted. "I waa just 
going down lo my ten-" 

At that inoni«at Hetty beard the rvanis" bell begin- 
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nlng, Eft rl-ngL Owing |p war-lime eondrtinn* and she raltcr- 
uEiftn in the times of Perils for the n until £ Stall- Multyi 
Cvfn scrvitn Ls hud I cn at fnwf ft'etnek. 

As Lhe bell (danced thrp3ui^h the bou-se a though t erLmt 
Eft brer Sbe rrm-ernbcFed ^une-rhing which hl-ddim m 

un old fewet care -al I he back of her safe. 

A.*^ Wfltkinfi itimed ten go. ahe *aid: 

"Aft Bjirtftn lft bring nw up s'or two on n Tray/ 

"Up here, ^adamT 

Welkin* was ohvaftysly surprised. 

J V^ For mystir iiihl :i jicnElen'i:iii t-ft whom I nhrfl bti 
showing my jtwebr I giving some of them &w:iy for a 
Red OftKi 3ale F the- money it* needed s_nd we muM all try 
Lft dn Our EeKJc hit m Wjl r-timo/ 

Wittkiris impmewl. 

'irs. very }:imi Of you Cm M^dun, whfca yiHa do- 

much already. I will tell BarLcMi." 

'Nor the silver things or couineJ Hetty smd. ilc can lay 
thrive dawmitjn u* um.i ..*i Oh no. ] foi lim, I'm £ftln l\ over 
Co Lady Danvers' as -.000 Jts I’m free. TeLl Bartoia one nf 
the early morning my* wiJ] do , 1 

'Very jmoeL ht-n dum _■ 

W^iEiins wtna or? on her errand and Hctiy turned Into 
lhe wardrobe tno-m. le wsia a. large bedroom which had 
been diced wilh all the very lai-s2-.it a-cetssoric-?. for cEn-lhes, 
wrs aftd b^*- At the fiif end, heiwetca the ^mdaw?. stood 
the -sale. 

Hetty opened Ie and pulling out sftmo of the pink 
EeatlHtr and blue velvet covered caters found* as she had 
renwhiibored, Ibal rigbl srt the back iher-e was * Utcle jewel 
case Fn brown oiwodile. Ii wtu the first j^weL ca*e jhe h=id 
ever possessed. 

She opened ft. 

The top tray was filled wi(h a -misce-fFeneotiS -collection 
Of mn-gn. rand hrcmehe 5 P mo-dly In p.r.-te find semF-pnMdc-Lia 
Stones, which hud luile value hot which ^hc kept from sen- 
ti mental reason^ bee^u^e Ibey were 3 be tlrsi jewellery *he 
lied owned, 

$bc lifrad nul the Tray and undem-ca-tb wo* an envelope* 
IE v\ :ls Mz-aJcd- S Ij n broke it upen, 
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Inside werp two small phiiiK^ both rone aErilng whiae* 
fkjE- s hapcd tablets, 

Hci tv Inakcd at them; csircfiilly, Chen Enkmg one from 
ihc envelope replaced fhe oEfai!^ shm ck*wn rhe j^wd ease 
rtnd pu| it awU y an Ebc sufe- Shu locked the IfttUsT und. hur¬ 
ried OTfl id* Ih* rending. 

She bud ber foot cm the lop of the stelr whtn she 
fwniscd. someone wus patsli^ through the hall three stories 
below- 

She looked over Che h-n Inslradr—-It Was BilrtfVfl. the Top 
Jl&ir wb«n She paused, someone w.tf pvssipg ihrougb t ha 
KnlL three sloriei: below. 

Helty waEched farm cross the marMc Root* then one 
bund holding: on lo the balustrade she came doft’wlnin 
one step at a time, very, very plow ly. 

A| ahe end of Cieorge iM\ reign the owner of tha 
house* wanting ft iffund iiafrcBU,. had removed Che room* 
ciruncdialeJy above the bin]] right CO (be lop of the house. 

The staircase he bad pul ila Was Very magniflosi^ pho¬ 
tographs at il had more Chan once appeared in CctrnJry 
and it w&s quoted as one of (he perfect examples of 
n Regency stfri rc-gse. 

HcUy reached Lhc second Hoar, then the fird, and start- 
ed on the hssi PUgh-E into the hall. 

The bocEEc wa? very quiet, Ehe scE^ftJ3li bid dl gom? 40 
Their tea from which they wntUd nor emerge fop uE least 
tin hour the nurdnp staff would ;ilso be laktftg (heir tea 
roi.ici lI the wards. HctSy Opened Ehe door of ihc dntwing- 
room- 

Mr. Wrijthtcni wac waiiing tor her_ He was standing in 
from O-f (he fireplace and she knew by Ehe edijcr way in 
which he moved forward that ltd b:id been tnnpatEcnt at 
her ftbsenpe. 

1 T am SOtTy So ki^cp you wailing sn long./ She snid. 

She was conscious as she spoke of die -Email phbU which 
she hnd ciik-en from bet jewel case, now hidden Eci her 
hartLlkercbicf anti Eigbliy clapped id ber left h:Lod- 

J Wil] you conae upsE ji rs?" 

'IAj you keep your jewels in your bedroom?" M r r 
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WrFghcpn .-islicd. “I wonder yodVc not ufcnpd of bem.c bur- 
gJ^- B 

'1^0, I don'l .In .-^rl ychinir :i- ni!K lb d," Hrlt\ icpliisd. 
M hitvc :s safe nunr my maid's mom. i'm ofrafcl ii i* on the 
kihtril Slpor and we taiLV-c 110 Lift in ehui p-nrT of the boir-.%“ 

"What a fins sfnitcuse/ Mr. Weight™ approved iu> ihcy 

sE-jrled Id clamb. 

‘Vh. L-m'C it?' Hetty replied. - Hveryane ndmir^ k, hin 3 
find ic mi her lEring ut time*—that is, when I wanito go- to 
she Cop of She- house. 1 

’Bui youeayihus yoy h&v* a liTiT 

“For She Lu£po$e— ym, tcui oC course the piLtie-nu its-- 3l- s 

They went on climbing. 1-lctCy latkmtr easily, smooch3V. 
She poi-med om =icveml of 3 he picStnea jv* they pansed 
Ihem, hut nil %hc Citnc her brain nelaimj ^modihiy* 

talc u| alba gly. 

If only lie hsiln r s had the prem^km fo lake a phoi-n- 
|Cra-ph of she lestcr - ® The cL-tler w«a& there. hidden jw_ny it 
was true-, hul Tie Vert fradefs at Ihe -mctCy of anyoiw who -by 
chance took a hook ni random from, his shetves. atKl yet 
wauld rherc not be wuys of buying those books, suppo^inp. 
ju?r supposing Ch.it. , r . 

Here wp as She enp/ Mr. Waiftbion Hud- T-m 

:iU— it ii ™ ciimh, mVc ji^ h 

L I don't believe you ore in aueh .good. eondisJan as I mn/ 
Het^y &^sd r 

She wjts hncnlhinj; easily while Mr. WriphScm'i brenth 
9^iS doming in quick jerk*. 

Ti'w iio office life, raw dear lady. 1 be '-M, pamin^ a 
little. 

H* leaped ngmnat the balustrade wben is bnrdcrE-cl the 
landing Ht looked down, then Sume4 0way, 

T feel dtezyr 

I've ordered yon strive tea/Tfetiy replied, 

AI shat RiOftient Burton up preached from she baize 
door which led to the -scrvonCs" qunplerH. 

"Ah. bere it isl Put it into ih* wajrdrabc room. Barton,' 
she i:riie*crL "and hrifi£ iwo chairs.." 

“Very sodd, Madam. 1 

Burton did U ho «ru told, hull wiLn jlq ucr of irprosch 
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H* Ef it m?ns beneath his- dtgniSy lo tea (cy anyone on 

llie i Pi i r-<J ftnor. He brought the eh-mra. hnvmrt IT&y 

down On the Iftrgfl table wluctl^tbod in the ucnlne <H She 
room. 

Hetty went across rn fhe ssfc, swung baofc the heavy 
steel dnor and began bringing Oat ihe jewel 

"Here is my emerald set/ she said, 'and hex* arc any 
ruble**- They iltc always considered particularly fin*,' 

'Fine U ihe light ward, far them/ bit- Wn&hlot) m- 
ffiark-ecL 

Hr opened I he cas-ea ns she put them an the TaWe. milk¬ 
ing liE4 l-c- eKc|ssmgtk>r3i of deliiihE- Jr wes obveou* shat he 
laved jewels. as well ns knowing sorne-ching about them, he 
appeared to enters Eltem. held lb* mbfes up to Ibe light, 
then tamed EO the emeralds 

"Let m.-r gjvc you some ft%' Hc[|y satd. Do ymi taka 
B-tig-ar?" 

‘A Attic/ 

'1 hope you won'i mind il being s^rarharin_ but f Ceff^e 
nN my sugar ratirm escept whnl Is used in (he conk i nit mr 
the poof hfjjrt who lire being ErcrsEcd here. They ttcrpd IE 
more ihjm J da/ 

She opened the III tic siurlTboK which Tay On the Er;iV he- 
siii^ the itn pm Ae the ati-mu lime *he Sipped forward she 
phjal tbui &hn- held in her lcf| hiaufl 10 ihal two ol che 
^bilc tablet! felE into Ihe SniHf-bos, 

Sbe dropped -Ihe tnhleE.i wish Ewti of saccharin Into n 
clip of Isa and StC il dawn on the iiib1e_ 

"I must *.huw you my diamond neckl-ice,'' she said. "T am 
rather hoping chat you won'i ■^-fl.n-r to take Ihnr away from 
me, but L gKpvet ynn will. The daam-cmdn am really lovely:; 
my htrsharnl -^pent nearly hv* yen"! eollecSing them/ 

She opened I he vrlvct c -,1 m* in which the neckEacc was 
boLtw3 Mr WrighLon g.ivtr un ertclnrnfltidn of dcilgbl. 

"They an? rftrd&ed ejcccpSioxaEiV he caJd- ‘Loot nL the flm 
cn thru CrCttni stone/ 

‘I don'l Ihink 1 sFvitFP ever forgive you if v*hi Cake it 
fFT>m mc ^ Hetiy sai3H plaintively. 

Tm afraid you will never forgave me anyway, Mrs- 
Hay-tran/ c.lppuj the reply, 
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On ce hftaret she was aware jnsi how mLL^h thre hof-rible 
lilllt man Writs enjoying himself. 

He warned her Co hide hlm_ he ai-mo'.r regretted ifiaE she 
wiii p%nf cni.kins more of sc sc^e. Iv^ne hysterical. Perhaps 
he even, wished ihiki ftSse would plead with him H oa her 
knee* if n«d he. 

"Well, you'd herder see everythin# firnt/ Hetty paid. nitm- 
IbjS t&wnrds "lie Safe- 'Eat down and drink, ymir lea White 
ilH hot 11’* no use being in loo much of a hurry. 1 ' 

■Ycm'fc right/ Mr. WcightOn agreed, llfmJ he Kill dcrwri ns 
■■hr: hnd ■sn^.L'csIeiJ. 

Wllh her hack to Lhc room ertiy hesirii him idr hi=. tea 
and then drErtk, 

For .1 mo mem *he hufd her breath, ft vwls rniuiv yc-jirs 
san-bc ihckie tahlcM- had come inio her po^ieArtiort, Would 
they hnVe lost Their efficacy ^ 

How well sbe remernwred the ftrsl lime Oem-enl. de- 
Nrnhcd lihem 1-n her, on re she hnd seen him use ibem and 
With li-emcjidoiim effect r 

She did not knew what they ctmtilftedl 'Knoefc-out 
drop:/ was what they were called rind she knew that they 
were used by gan-gpeet*. who wanted la r^b shsn&CHie la a. 

■ni^hl-cfuh or a lajgT, 

Whoever loaJc chem became unconxclnn in ti few men- 
Iftes anrl remained So for ;i very short Spnce <nf Um*- To 
an riiitsut-er the man appeared to have 'pitted out' from 
th< effect i'F :iI ocsStl«J; there were no ill Effect* save perbn.pt 
n headache ami fi dry iGhjgtte. 

Oh Godf wOuJd they work now? 

Hu mv turned round-. Vemr-Ti Wrightoii was replacing: bts 

now empty cup nm. the tnhk- 

She watched him -md snw ihcn evfin at he pus U down 
his. hami became pand.ysedf thtr cup Tipped forward i.nlo 
Che saucer wstb a cSalter. 

Then he lesni hack ih hi* oh .air and mn.de art effort on i-f 
to raise hies hand m his he.cd. 

ihr moved towards him and » she did so hn would 
have Epokon: sire saw aul cXpfcvsion bu|f rage. half horror 
Cross Jus face before Jts if something tuid hil htm hm 
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became vacsnl: be gn^’e one reaping ana-re and w-is leh con¬ 
scious- 

H« would h iivre fallen ffOfn itic ehiiir had nOI Hetty 
pulled hack ill* itamrldent ond let his head 1 jlI 1 back: than 
^he reached for hta dispatch case. 

_She wrenched it open. took Oul Uwr mcrinurtatmE; letter 
and thrust it deep irtfiin rh* bodice of har drcR* Shi? put 
down the -C!ase, ran lo the door and jerked iE Open- 

Outside the paa^-itee wai dtMrted* She leant i -.vcr tin- 
biluftride and looked down into the well of the hall r Ev¬ 
erything was- very quiet. 

She heard wine thing rind started, then realised that, 
whlsl hud Startled bet was ih c beating Ql her own heart. 

"T don't care.' sb^ almost spoke the words aloud, Tve 
got to iiive myself, I've got to." 

Shz went itftek lino the wardrobe room- put her hands 
Under Vernon Wrightarmpitfi and. charted to drag hint 
wrma ibe rixirn. 

He was not □ light man desph* his siic. hut Hetty’s do- 

tembitiM and her ffnnric alUCicty CO he free L-.iT him 

Would have manii^d someone- f jr heavier; 

She puffed him over cbe linoleum hut hi 9 feet caught in 

she: mot, oumpf mg it. than they were in the passage. 

For d mnnen! or two she hud difficulty in racing him 
high Mougfi to lift his shoulders on lo the baLu-nraile- then 
With one terrific effort she managed it. 

,She pushed - - , she heaved - - - she beard the sound oE 
tearing and a button from hF.§ coat tinkled as It fell on to 
the bare bc^rtii. Something cold and -calculating to her 
mi-ad Said: 

'RemcmbnF ro throw tIise all»r hfm. there should be no 
i=iim of a nmtggfe/ 

For one sickening moment nhe thought That he W&S 
going En slidfi brick from the Ndustrade op to the floor. 
With n desperate effort she alraincd every musole and hekt 
1dm, 

HI* body wobbled, she balanced it and hndns herself 
gave one liaal shove. She hhd a glimpse of bis bools as 
she bent to f ick tip the huiion. 

137 


She heard the thud as he bit ibe flew three stone* 

hetnxv. . - - 

She ■ IraEphtencd her-elf. putting up a hand to her hnlr m 
snotlH‘1 IO the n^efe of her dres*; ;i-. --he d?d smd <he heard 
Ihc crackle of ibe paper bc(vtcn her breast and knew she 
WPS a:ife 

SitfeS But n( tubal a Misl! Tend what -i pan she had to 
pluy crow. She opened her mouth to cull out his name, to 
ec t She horror ^nd concern of a wcimiin whos^ ifu^t, at¬ 
tacked hy dizjmcis r had fatten from the lop oE a three*- 
ftory itilruie, 

J Mr. Brighton!" 

Hcr voice oaoie fsom h*r throat in it feeble cry nod 
llwtl Ebe chol:ed Orta [he iWrdsL bet heart kerned to prmp 
?to vkdrndy that her whoEe body palpilatiscL ton she 
shriek:, 

Stnndhno atareng at her, her eyre wide aittf distended In 
htirrar, was AIeco, 
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Hefty saw thai .-"dice was going to stream,, Jind *he Rcbszd 
SiliJcI of her anm 

"Go 10 your coom. 1 xhe said fiercely, hut m a. voice 
barcity above a. whisper, ‘Do you hear me 1 ?—pQ to your 
rOPOtn^ 

ASecc (rn^pted at hcrL die barf turned deathly pale tind 
her tndtuh hung open Foe 8 -* and wet. 

4 Go to your room," Hetty rcpeqiEed; iben BharpEy she 
smacked Abc^’:* face* 

The report of her ti&nd ugaiuM (be pefe. co£d skin -***& 
Eoud Jind -sharp. 

Alhcc dtd nor speak, she merely m^nde w sound—half 
groLm. IhitLf sob; nevertheless Hetty imagined that sbe 
would obey, 

There wnn no time lo he loal: -she fi-uve Ahse e puiAh 
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dffwn l h? passage wh-tfirh tad to* the hack stairs and H-h-p: her¬ 
self riLfl. dpwfi lh.c frrrnC stair^ii^c. 

As nhc nficvu-^d -.hE h:iiJ u Ftbdden sertsc of e :■: h! I arwl iciu. 
She wo* in ccjcFtful. Site u'jii timbre.-.: of ihe Hilujitton, 
clmjIlE cver^5K.iw?r ami domi_dii.Ee iinyouc uf Anyihinft which 
eroded her path. 

TTil" thou chi c-nnu- lo her ih-at thia Wits how ;ifi airman 
won Ed Foci when h*v shot down n n enemy p! uiktr—On top of 
Ihf woHd, dr^Orend from human frailty. 

Ai- the Fe^dicd Ihe firsE hooj. Tta(ty gl-inced Over ihc 
fci-nin^ 2 rn-dc afid kqw thut there wn no one in. the halL below,, 
on3\ that crumpled djLrk object [y i n$L spread Hz-ugjed on the 
marble door. 

She flnn| open the Tiaixe door which led towards the 
win*! which had. been gpvcn over eo Clive's palieuca. 

“Nurse f .MAtronT she cnEled. 

A young mine appeared from a hedroom i nunediaicly 
Id che ri^hf of (he dour, 

“Fetch Matron," Hetty commanded her, 'anil come your- 

self \k-i quickly lls possible., "There has bee n tin :Lotrid£nE/ 

The nnr^e ran iilonjr she passage, h^r searched apron 

nulling- Hedy stood uSilL 

Til wait for them/ she though I, 1 wot/c down 
Alone." 

in?.! for ft moment she felt afrtiid: Ft seemed tia [f a cold 
hand couched her filalkm and hurst it like a bubble 

Suppoad ng — just tilppocing thftt she was suspected , ., 
and there was A Ike! Alice! her eyes disaoned -wiqh horrorl 
Murder—EtL-c word scented l<r quiver in the silence of the 
hidl? 

Hcicy thriiM (hr ibcmghc from her- nbc siv-v Mat mm Ap¬ 

pear -it t !-.c imd of ah - pnssu^e nad ran Inwards Iter. 

"Oh At a non, chunk gooden;^-. you're here/ she paid, iSic 
ton* of her voice, bfended wbh j-LisI a he right n mount of 
telieS. fiverridfng -fin undercurrent of fear. There'g. been -m 
accident —_i terrible UC-idenlE" 

HetEy wtm on repealing ihnse word* :ti mtcrvfds during 
the next SwcrtEJ- in Louie#. Over acid over a^in ihe told her 
itoi y. 

'thr felt giddy when Etc reached the top ol the 
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find white Wt WFrc Ein-sifcfnn ;:C she fowettery Tie seamed fo 
gasp for broalh He wtirt om imco the ftaaS-:i|:r. 1 ciapp^-w 
In Search of sir. ] didnt follow him for (he fimmcvH. I 
Choughs :iA hii fetr ill he would Eika to £k alone, then -■ ud¬ 
ders I v be pave & cry. II wm low . i-.irh-er indistinct, n-jvd r^: I 
rcncbc-d fne donr I wr-v him fuH-inr.' 

Over ftHd over ng-hin nbo 1-nli the same vfory. Ballon 
averred t 

"The gentleman Conked a bil queer when T bnniighi up 
the- 3ca_ a 

"He must have htid a weak heart/ Kclty wd mure ihan 
cope. 

The nurses renranvo-d the body from ihe hull and at last, 
uRer a very long while iE Kcemod lo Hetty, she waa ftre Eo 
fio and sand Alice. The police had been *ent for, she i*ca! 
dotrof pq htK wav c*p from the village. 

It il-idn^r give her much lime, hut s,he felt rhal ^he dared 
FiOl Fr-avi* Alr-c? a moment longer lo her own lhou.u;hl.s r EC 
her own speculat ion). 

'Ii u-£,t damnable hick her being: there,' Hetty Ihmaghl 
she w-£ik upstairs- again. 

That fendTiip of being an vu-preme eonCrol hnd nol Id Ft 
her: %h<? wits coRSCPCHis, a* an scet^s i* can*riotn when ihe 
Ei playing u part rc,sUy well, that her audience waft WcEh 
her, 

Thetc w-bh no disftcntrena note, nn one who had net tffc- 
SfHnorJ-cd an she find wished Ihym to respond, 

Alice! Hep smsNrter warned her of danger, bat danger 
from Alice mii imthtnLiabEe—she woman adofed h^r. 

"It's all right, She mould hojifc for mo/ HetSy re-ussuTcd 
fjeredt 

Ye! flic war earns pc rated. Ivy the Ihortght that her score 1 
jn'.'^L be shared- Nothing waa more dangerous-. Hnw much 
h n rl AIdcc seen? Was there u chance I hat she had arrived 
l-TKV l-\3e7 

Hotly would tlol deceive herself even lei hope Eh:*r ihFfl 
Will &d. Alic*"s her express 5 on of feoffor, bad EOld 

the whole story. 

.She rc-nc-bed ihe ftrsE floor and stood mjihidc Alice's 
room, jusl for a Encment she hesitcUed before knocking* 
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than sh-r raised her hftnd nip apain^r rhe smooth <h\v\y 
wood of 'diE doer. There w:i\ no answer find im patient l y 
ihe cufiUcnJ (he baudFc. The duor %v;la kicked. 

"Alice / she said, 'ape you ibcidT'Open the door." 

There was ^rill no armver pm I Hetty sitBlkd the handle; 
then the heatd steps, sLov,-. heavy s.lcps ncras^ the room 
End llw key waa turned. 

HeUy enrered the room and ckw^&d ihc dnur behind bet, 
then she loofctjd pi ACicc. Sh* was giill pnle R bn l the vjirant 
expression oF horror had been replaced hy one Hetty bad 
□ever seen before. 

AEice looked otdet but more resolute, Chetc was an es- 
piv-ssi'.'-n of strain On Her fuce as if she had been ihre-ucla 
■MT'u-e tremendous experience. hui she had reclined control 
of teralF. 

ITitrs: *pvr", [W>, fiomcCbiOg else in her espreFFiem, some¬ 
thin jj Helty ccuEd ntiL pLao* Ep which for Che moment 
she could not pu! a name. As Heaty looked «l her, she 
drew herself up iictd seesned by ihjLi simple gjwture to 
Ero-w cmnicaAiarflbly Tallcr P 

Neilfter woman said anything but Alice met Hetty's 
Cyrva squarely. Hetty drew in ter brffiith, 

"Alice, my derLr P what musa you Ihink of moT she saad 
cm-tssingSy, ! must tell you what happened/ 

"I dcuTE Wont to hear/ 

Aliped vphtc sleep nlid resonant*, and s-eemed to 

come rtghr from the centre of her being, 

"But nt cantor I must ted you/ 

7 dool want Co tear/ Alice replaced, ’fm icaviiag ihls 
ItOu’-e now—Tonight/ 

F-.:«r the ftr^E lime HelCy looked found [be room and s,iv 
I h^il in a corner was an open trunk, beside it two rmjlca.vjs. 
Aisee'g lu^pigel 

How well Fht knew it; i| had travelled with her nn s;o 
litany journeys,. She Had often In untied ui Alice teemtise 
she liked to have her trunk in ber bedroom, cveaa nt Ticn- 
lon Park and in London,. 

"You're like the Kcrvanls/ Hetty bad launlcd licr, "ready 
to leave Oi a momcn [ p s odtbpc." 
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Rul ACFc-g gently hut firmEy had refund In have her I u%- 
0 * ge iitJeeu l+w™ y to the boj: xcmhtk 

p 3 often do tev c in pa^k In a btarry," she would sey 
a [>_i I ■ :_l| t Heady. 

"Il ce as if she bad arweys anlicip^lcd somethin!: lil;-S 
this,* Hetty Ihou ■: hi to hciMdl,, before she Lunutl Cu 
n4*plngjy: 

"Why ure you goi ng'?* 

"hi"ee>d you ast that?" 

1 insist on kn-Owin-E * 

"WcEL U yeu want ite Unth. I wont stray tor with * 
oiurdfir^,' 

Hetty tgaspe^ It was so unlike gentJe. quiet, hesitant Al¬ 
ice,, this tun wemun defying h^K accusing. h^r nut m softer, 
bill with a d^ii By which w^h even more frighten in||\. 

' Yo u don't undetEe:iiie|." He Ely said q-uteki y. "TbuE man 
w*,s a spy, an enemy 10 iftU eountEy, He neweaJpd certain 
sa-L'-rcts Id me and then I hre-n tened in do ulbef Ihin £q 
which would have harmed ihr Allied cause Cxm'i you un- 
derw*nd t wit* doing a poRioLrC net in puTtlfig rid of him.'' 

A hoe said nothin £.; r tun Hetry Vn-cw Ih-ri she did not be¬ 
lieve hex, did not Lor sme fflonwflt oredil the statements 
she bad just mr.Ue_ 

*■1 bad in Jo J(, don 1 ! you under*tnj'id7" rfie cried -ihrifly, 
Al-ice ihruit her hands deep into the poclicu* of ter 
iwocd Huii. 

"3 alw.-iv. knew yo:j were hard stnd cruet. 1 she -aid. "that 
you went- a woman one could mil trust. who had ng 
bc-o-L, hui ] never suspected einta you could take the 

Etfc of another rdTow beu\g—laic it with y-nur awn hands 
■and in such -a w-iyS" 

AJiCC^M voice uLnlc in d whisper. jus-I for a moment 
HeEiy w Lhu horror in her tfepn she grasped &■ Ever 

BcIC-L-omirnl and ihe Slfaags mask. DE diipaity arid deter- 
niin:itroTi disguised b cx once apatn, 

"'ihiE Alice! Alice, you cnn'l leave me n^w,' 

She held «2t her hands with run appealing, gesttEre, wHah 
The -STnile which had so often in The pas-E proved Lrrujii.iLib^c 
10 bmh Alice &mJ to oilier projdc who served her. 

■ 1 'm going,' Alice said micom.^ruiitchU^jr. 
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'Ifuc where will you g&T Hetty tnkcd, ‘Vou have no 
money..* 

Thnl tn jitter." AlEc* re ptied 'Til scrub floors, 1 'll 

bee from door to door ^nE«?f Ehcm si_ L y hene wish you." 

The wMirda were bruEul and Hetty fell ittmi>a1 a* 3!" Aliw 
b,ad struck her. Now slier Wtt* nffnid. ftfraJJ pf Nliaii grange, 
ruthless per^.:in who had. replied & wj]]mp itiid Jovuag 
llave. 

'And what abmuT me?' she ^slccd- "What Uiboul thi* h .. . 
Ihi.nft . . . you: hiLVC s-ecn? Oin I Trust yftu T 

h And it you* can't/ AlrtO ftsked, ‘wLU you ieeo( me in The 
dtnnie way?" 

Hertty said nuihing mid suddenly Alice began So laugh- 
lr was a horrible sound, •ftithd-ui humour, rasping and 
frightening, 

1 You're afraid of met* she said» "1 never thought chsl I 
should. hvd To see you nfa-aid of rm*. yent—Che amort r afi- 
cOnLfcuermg. nil -powerful Mra_ Hay Son. afraid of poor 
A IF-tse—- AJite who could never do anything rigbl. who was 
kepi on under aifftrTnce, who wsjs forced ro he grfrtofr.il 
for Che crumbs Jhiit fell from the rich man's Cable-. 

‘Yes, yDu're afraid. f on see FT in your face Ft* ihe 

flttnhlinE; of your hand's-yc-s P your ftnrnds ore Ixc mbLing 

wheji (hey iMJjChl U> he shnined wish btPod . 1 

Sht laughed again and Hotly hacked towards She dMT. 

"YouYe mad!' 

"Perhapsi I am/ Alice answered. ^Perfuip* I'm sane for 
the first time. Anyway. you"tn afoiFd of me r you don't 
know wh.ic I’m ^oing; to do, t dinn'c know cnyself yet,. IVe 
got u> think, to decide whether it my duly to cleDouG« 
you in the police.' 

-Slic Slopped short, sh^tt H?ked abruptly: 

Avtinc did Mr- Vernon Wrighcoa know tfanc mode you 
decide* fei kill him?" 

‘Wrtl ymi be qpifetP flcLCy said. ' You're CO Slay here. I 
wont ice you k-^vr chin Koi,lw/ 

'You wouldn't dare Lm *Cnp me/ Alice felOflcd, 

Stic s i | Ln Che centre oF rhe room and suddenly ^ho 
laughed again, I'he sound distorted her mouthy ml her 
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eye -i bchind iheir "hick glasses no longer socmcd mitd und 
penile. 

Hejty lumed -.^rfLly. cypened lb? -^ow and run ^ui aiam- 
iTtinE il behind her. She ptit her hand up Eu be? fcrrebsJiLd 
□nd rcLafis-cd il was damp with sweat. 

Ahce waj matL :the wa.% c^xeiit of tint, bui *hai a w 
■lie lei do itbouc it? She Wag shaking sm-d her hand* Were 
Fey cold- 

'TVc got fo he careful* very caxrhif,. 1 MeULy thought, Uhl 
lodkcd up To sec Barton iipproachimg |ier. 

'The pirflce ni¥ here, Mad*m/ 

*TeLL them 113 he down in a FFiusnenL.* Hetty replied. 
“Tell NSairon nrad Nurse-—and Barton, I want senna 
brandy. 1 feel ruber f^inl/ 

I'll e-nn .^1 il up to your bedroom. Madam," Burton ^aid-. 
K's net surprising- you axe upseL if you'll forgive me 
5,1 yin ni so, yon hnv£ nil our sympathy, Madam; il Wn£ a 
very wnpTewaal occur? ethM. f 

"Thant you, BattOP/ 

Hetly tried So uCHWCn quleTly, bui every" til-tvc In her 
body was suddenly screaming out to hem to go. lhal ^ha 
mtLvr be ulem*. 

"I've gel to be careful/ she thought, Tve got io be care* 
ful. - , / 

T1 was so me trmc Inter be-farc the police left chc hcruso 
and die found herself alone emee more and wiEh lime To 
a hint aFiour Alim. They h.id left her apprdicnslvc and not 
a Jil lie disturbed . 

She njid io3d het S-TOTV Tn a irralghT-focwand manner 
htd there had b™a Jin nwk-wa.rd moment when she Irr-peO- 
TOr had naked tviih whom the sippoirtlmenE hud been nlsifc 
and she had been forced to spy that Mr, Vernon WrighiOcL 
had spoken ta A|riz-c_ 

"C?i n we Misti Farley?* 

■I'm afraid she ii Pill tfda afternoonHetty TC^etf, 
hoping that they would not que^ticm the scn'anU and 
hti-d 1h al she had told Them a he, 

'Never I u lie if yt-nj con help ft." had been of C1e~ 
Tneiir"-s: maxims. "Alwiiyi tell The Truth En little diw^a stnd 
or«Ly tie if ic is absolutely casOn tiaL* 
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Khe miaal lie, HcUy ihougbl, And yd how 
Ik*w ncdllni all ihrs was, If only Alice had no b hwtk' ■ n 
lo iheihird flour a i i!i,n ^niculivr moment! 

DoubilfiMH. h he It .ij brought n me-^supe or had heard 
from B&rion 4 hair che wa* having; lea upstairs and wois- 
iJltvi] if shie could he oF nsifijilnncf:. 

Any escu&c nivFnl ertmagh in itself middle h-tve h nought 
her arid vviih this result. 

Farley fcn-ows as little abrma rhis man ns I k mntf 
myself/ Hftly *aid t l He mid her Ehrd tic wished £o me 
antt EhftE he worked- an I he Forelxm Office When he- ar¬ 
rived. he infmwi&d me that he wus ■collecting a very spe¬ 
cial fund for the Red Croi-l and so I Book him ups.lu.lri lo 
see my Nwels, I decked to Let some of (hem be sold in 
fftich A worthy cause/ 

The EittpedOt, an elderly man With rin abrupt wny oF 
lathing, said sharply; 

'Tio you usually show yOur jeweEr to anyone who cOnrcs 
on some tburiEiililc janei-e* ST 

'I fell certain tltnL frir. Wrighiun was quite gcEmitm/ 
Hesty rcpFicd, 

•Why?' 

'He mentioned viiriotlF people whh whom he Wai um*Oc 3^ 
ftled,' -he ■suid./mutH&l irtends/ 

The Inspector took out hb penciL 

'OsjI you give me a h-ntr bbjtihsF 

Hetty dnrw her hreurh, Art-other lie, and r : ;h-c- hnd let her- 
h^-lf be -c-auizhE sit il jw easily as A fly became entail Jflfcd bn ii 
web r .She Eiive the tinmcs of various well-known people, 
choosing iheny ?il random. 

"Vole had never ncmaUy met She man? 1 the jEtspcQtor ij> 
si sleet. 

'Nn. never." 

He turned over a page of Ids note-book. 

"You will forgive me rcugpcrtanp il P Mt^. Huyion, bul 
possessing Jewels of *-oeh bn unusual value it is e-sCr-:mely 
eLnnjLcrous. eo show either them or Ebe place I n which they 
are kc-pl Iq peefib of whom ycru frnow- vo Mtllfr/ 

There w;t 5 nothing eitiKr 111 Ills lime nr in Iue words to 
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impEy iha 1 he su-EfHieaed her and yet Keflty fdt fear mouEI- 
utL; willup her. 

The other wHth**«* were called, M iiEron, lhe iturse, 
Haxtnn.- Barton £■*££ I hi i ic. corrcibona Ling hflr E>4££rtion 

ihnt Mr. Wrl^bton. felt brcathltss -and. giddy a* ire reached 
die top of tho scairt. 

■And now, fcits. Huyton. we will go up to tise scene <if 

th^ atC-jekrnt, 1 itw Inspector siud. 

As they reached the wardrobe nwn Hvtty p five B sigh 
Of r-cEkrf-, Wdlklltf barf already replaced the Jewellery- Bar- 
ion h/uJ LnJbcn away the tea chi n pv 

“Thftltk Hcsi r tn for a waLhlT-ikinfid faoirsshQftli* biie 
Ihought. 

‘Tills IMm has been atCerL'd,' ihc Im pc ct nr accused. 

■I'm io sony/ Hetty e&id. i dtdnfE ihLrifc to tell ih«: set- 
v.tnL l ; 1ha| they iniuL touch n-JiJiing. We ail tboujLhl ittai :-; : j 
ii was an ncetdCELE.,, / 

“OuiiCi stuilL",' chn inypefilor tatd testily, ' 5 jili l nothing 
should have been louche*!/ 

“Tcu afraid nay tnutd ihosight ii very imprudent m leave 
any [civePfery about. T hail spread cE out on tbc table 

for Mr. Wri&btOh to ttt He told me he war- an c\pcrt in 
jewels &* bis f. ilher had been u big Amj( ordain mertiuini/ 

The Inspector made notes in his book. 

Tfou will., of course. have Lo -attend the Inepuc^ Nfra, 
H n ylon/ he ufcid when JannEEj- be topic his leave, 

The doctor who hnd been called in had given hut cvH- 
deuce. Thai liic eziuei had hrok-cn bis neck ewidp Uj the 
fall* had boea his verdict. bu.t. hh g-idriiocsa and lack of 
bFc#Ci were doubibm doe lo a bad heart and Urey wmiiri 
And Chat more about it when they knew his family bwEOiy. 

He was the kvcal pracfillooeci Ftetty knw him well for 
h-.- Vr '413 an attendance dally -at the hospiEsJ., and he made- 
thin,^ easy for her *5 he could, pp&mising lhs.[ tit a body 
shou ld be wmeiwd |c n moEiuary dial cve-niftf;- 

He and Mamnft had al^o iimirTiah-en tbe la^k of break¬ 
ing the- news to Ml Wr|gbcem r B wife or rulatcvtas ii h? Tiiud 
any. 

'You arc quire ccrtoEo you emp manage everyth IngT 
H r -1ty la-ud ^aiid gfttECfiilly to I b-ccu, amJ then h^id kucrtril 
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away From Matron's ail ting--ivu^m towards bar own M- 
iwm. 

A* nPiit TWzhed i h-? first floor limrfmg *?hc hfsiliitcd. then 
crept ^cmts in Ibicn oorudde A3*oe K -f donf. Alice w^a -.rill 
l _i^kifiu. i3itr could hear cho rustle <ii (iss-suc paper, she 
S-Oun-d o t iJr;s-u,tr»s bL-in.Lj Opened umJ ihuL 

There- was onEy n little time now before the homebH-3 
would know she was golnfl- Would ibey no* hu^ce sh*re 
Was some reason for her hurries! dcpujluncy When could 
ibc do? Hew -could stie scop her? 

Hefty stixhI there be-klde itac dooT li-.ieninjt. (hen -,he 
beard her name c.a.lled_ ft was Matron coming down 3he 
pas-cagE. 

- Oh„ SfrH, Hfiiytort/ *hc said. 'Wc have just for through 
|o M-f'i- Wri^htm. She was very queer, very queer indecd.'' 

B MrS. Wn\gtiEoci7" 

"Yes, S_he poor tnBn k s wife. Doctor pOE her ad-dje**. ftom 
Ibe Foreign Office so we rang her up. She was ralu rally 
"Very dsstTTs-sed, ulmosS hysterica^ Jin-d then 3.1m S-ai-d yimc- 
ihang very asronBe.* 

■Wbai WAS it? 1 Hefty Mked n 

"She said J 'He Told me he was going into dan per, but T 
didn't belies him; I I bought he was joking- thal things 
Hike ibal didn'r happen in lin^und/' What do you ihirtic 
she e an have mean!?' 

'Is That afl she B-ni-dT Hetty'* 1 ! voice To henelf sounded 4J 
If it e-imc from awuy. 

'Doctor Etsked her whdl j-lie ■mean!.' MBttnn replied* 
"mad she jtnid her husband hid mentioned! sornHcihrri.^ about 
a Itirer. but we eouldnf quite Lua-d^miiRii amd this line w^as 
TPCry fniril. 

Anyway, Doctor"* jto-itis down to sec her ronrirHTOw. 
He thought i| was baiter and I expect the pi-oor wqm.-ui 
will virnnj to come b-Uidic herd lO arrange about Ulv I'unersJ, 1 

( Hc r i solijg down tomentw?* 

“He thought it heart/ MSlr-nn aaid^ "Poor wpcnanE E c-an 
quilt? unde Inland her being upsets this must hnve been a 
Terrible shock, hut I don^ feipderatrind what nbc menu 
ahoul JjLitgcf- She Cnn't have known ibns W:eh jpoing Eti 
happed unices ho or Lee had the.se be-uxl ati-actj,/ 
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^crhajK EhaaVwhst sbe meant .. 1 Hetty artM, huE her 

v-okc weir, imconvillein#- 

3he Jell ujj if ibe very w;d[p wen; u hosing Ln upon bier 
closer . . - closer^ ■ . . 
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All day CUve w-asi eom*intj» of Kimechir>^ at ibe ket of 
his -nnind. 

He tried I'd Spuore it, to deny what it ^isftwied whc-ia it 
obtruded JnE--. whnE lie ^;is dolo^ bdl It wa* there Hhd 
deep down wJls in him h* responded. to M as a boy wrLL re¬ 
spond Ijj nhc caU of Lhe Sea. 

M-riw ihnt lire day's wor&r was done and the* Invr patient 
flnkhed with, he could face the f*ct sb-«: the moment for 
which Mten^bSy he had been Wiiiiitag nil diiv hod COIWC. 

Outarde hi ft house sn Hsi rley StrCcc the car was w (fell! fig 
Tor him, t \vs car which was EC Carry him down to Mian Qg- 
rFc'su 

Slowly CIEvu cclt-ected Eegether She typewritten sheet* 
which befd rhe history of hii= pa«fi patient,* Ihcji he pressed 
tlw LwlS *nd hi-s stccrecaTy eansc in. 

Mi*? Harris had h-^cn with him :c*r nc-nrly flll-ren years, 
ihe Wax -mall. thick-'^l and excecdinpLy plain. 

■Clive had engaged her heca he Jeh sorry for he=r, hft 
ferln’w she v/miEii Hud ]r diffleull ro pcC . oh .arid irripul- 
nively linjs bud overruled all ether Cfinsiderorrinrir-. a-^en she 
cMfllleirt reftcenc^-. of e-cb^r ipplicama tgr die situation he 
offered. 

He had never rppreCded ht* deeisSo-q.. 

Mnty 3-1 urns had proved a perfect secretary end her 
sobs in Clive's house far exceeded che^e Es? which *tn± hajJ 
Aummally hern npptiLtl led . 

Hr had no inic .1 how much »hc dtd dn h for the mothered 

h»!.i , mijfuigiHg Lhc kcomg to h^ ciotius* 

143 






ttfTungsng [he momi and Ih-c rnwctr $0 (hnl he urns sel¬ 
dom i c ? mjIhV d with domestic duiCaiJa-. 

lie only kner* rhur b&chcJnrhmxJ for him wan a eom- 
fprrahLe ±tnle in which Lher-t were few crises. 

J We’ve finish vd now, I understand . 1 f'live Mild. us Mary 
Ctntb uji to the* dtffik and he held mat lu her the typed 
sheeLPi- 

PfcfiLiy Fn remm liiundc-d him a c«rd on which were writ¬ 
ten she calk he was ejected lo m-uke iHitrtag (he evening. 
Clive jounced at it c nrsuaLly. 

' M uat I really call again a£ Lady Evelyn's?" he jinked. 
'She w.;i 5 . ^uire _i 11 nphl this mu-mi ng—mure nerves, with 
het 3linn anything els*." 

'Her nurse runp up halt .m "hour ago." Mary said. ’L Eatd 
her you would do your bcM. ! 

Tiuw | dktlke society pnl bents!" CUve ^siEct. They are 

nlflre troErhle cTa^Ji all rhe rest j■■.r loflerhEir." 

Ycrn could n“c live wilhoui them/ Mary uEkswertfd. "Havc 
ynu may ides ht*w much you ntc ow-ed?’ 

'Not ibc s^ghlcd-l, 1 Clave- replied. 

Money ufways bored him And hr lefi his flnnn-dul illTnaT* 
entirely lo Mury, She (old ham whitt was ^ue le him. He 
looked be her incredulously, then wtdsd&d. 

^As- much 55 [hnc?' 1 

"Quite ns much and more if I hadn't nlreutfy written nFT 
a number of hu-d debt!-.* bill don't fur one- moment imiLgiclc 

thill Vi ‘-LI wiJ] #cl lE lI I " 

h Vtn quite certain I ghzui"t." Oive ruLL "Ah She Samt, II I 
wa* paELf, whaa J tot I could do wifh rt. B 

'Spend sume more of it pi] the ungrateful poDt T ] sup¬ 
ple.' 

Clive (Mamed to her quickly. 

They" re noE ungrateful und Pd mlher Etc. it a. popr per* 
ton for Ihe [hanks, he gives me (fi-ip pny of your dncbuivSta 
And millionaires fur n hundred guinea i'ee.' 

"1 know, 1 know,’ Mary “huf hnw do von expect 

Pm t-'.iiny to pay the rent, [he rate^ the taxes, [lie kcC- 
vti nis* wages. :inJ ineichrtitaily tnywrlVT 

She smiled eh h!ic 3poke und Clive w:ii np[ the Euasl per- 
turhtid by her uuibuot 
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H* knew Mir? 1 -' :.r- wr 11 i-mcf ibis wsr alirwiaS n. monthly 
c^MiiTinirTe when *hc Sold him ofT rind Tri-cd lei fruit e him 
'he nuTc convent Eonah mour provident in matcorsi Uuit eon- 
ccmed hr: positron and money. 

They -hoth knew is i-o-r only a pmt r Ihcy h=olfr knew 
4-h:.|I while Mary chided ("Five, lasidyrpeaiEih die sidifilred end 
■respc; l-e-d is!:-! •-. : citpI■.• because I- did sj.,>r onr - ilnottc rhe 
S=ji_Ha] prizes which could so- easily be his aaw that hi a posi- 
tsnn in I he-medical w^rid w.n.s irssuretl. 

Tm hopeless. Mit-ty," Oivo mini. ‘I woudier why ydu 
bother sv11 h ntc. h 

T ofiiTti w muter cbm myaelf/ Mery an&wenedr c bm don 4 ! 

stand there nr (-ruing;-pc-C ofF to ■- our jkxi appointmenl, 

wh-rrcrvcT ih-u m.iv he, jrjhc-nviwr there will be 1-lltlr chance 
lif l-ttdy Evelyn you lOncEhc." 

"I shaJE pn in Og|i3e\ hrvf, and then on So Ihe Childrens 
Ffomc at Stepney. If you mml me,, youll Js&trW “-vhcJ^ Ed 
find me .* 

As he rg^hed a he cfoor Msuy uofiped him. 

“13 v the way/ the saad! r ’Lady Hvelyn U supposed to be a 
inH I icioatFC^ 5" 

"Vmi are nothing; mpfe or l&fc* Ehan m mebcy'irrobber/ 
Clive; li^-kTiisL-d her. 

his Was -.1 SI laughing a* be Came 0*U1 of (be front dnar 
and gO-t ini-i.n Ehe ear waiting oulsixlc. 

He always drove hirmdf. il was Irir Irouhle nnd h 
span from eh-n* he did tyoi f«! lUce paying the wages of a 
cbnuETeur. 

li^d very fnigrdty cuitl yet was- seldom ma« of debs* 
and the reason for Chp* wus- that eveSV penny he -ouuLd 
Iprire w r -if« Spent an Ibe children be .memlesl. 

n-nly MarY bPW many holidays to the sea_ nc*w 

cl others, twicer surroundings, exw. i .grocery, milk and «£□ 
were owed to Cbve^ g^ticrowly, 

■Somes i mew he would be almmi afraid to hdl 3wr when 
he committed kcmself to some fresh ezirn^Ci|C^31ce over a 
rfessirute family or a child who had bean hailEy injured. 

"You're bending for she bankruptcy eoun Sf you go on 
liLe Lhi=L/ sliE would rn ay ajurtCy. 

But somehow sho m.ari0S- L l lO keep ijungs going and 
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-itrangeTy enough (he re\t cif the household seemed Co like 
her Mil 1C jceepl her -nrdefs, fc 

Me had grown so osed u> having Mary Abnece him ihat 
he himself tuivcr noticed her UfilMefl* oil hough dfEen new 
patients would »j r ro him; 

"h. ih-d your memory I spoke id when I Crime in^ Poor 
v.-nnfc;«fr t.-ini'i y-Mj of ;l| I people do ^HfftcEhing f*jf her f-i^7 
She’s not & guod advertisement for youJ 

It :iiwaya made CJWe iidjcry when people spoke like 
Th;il. yvl hr hud in n.dmh ihnl I here W-rtS sOiherhin g 1 11 
wind they said. Mary wai astoimdingty WRly B her tm-ad. 
was* in fuel, noE far l"roTii helng a deformity. 

She bad hce-n horn wt :h _i harelip and iE hud ‘hern badly 
operated i on. Her eyes were weak and frfltin ti:4 Bild *n- 
ILimcd -ns. if she had been <t y?sig. 

Ftut she had a mcirhirf B -almost fanatical htniOT of oper- 

Blkuts and Clive knew she would never conwnt to .mother. 

Only he realised whaf a difference work had mn-iJe hn. 
MarySi life. Before he engage-d b-er. she baud gone from job 
Ln job. TilW ji yi liltiitialely being turned away because Esther 
her employer or ihc people with whom sbe worked 
couldn't -sLand her looks. 

She had hecortie aculely conscious of herself, introspec¬ 

tive and agonisingly gfty. 

1 he respon*shp|y char dive hsid heaped upon her, 
awnreitCSSi thru lie relied an her absolutely Ed do the job 
fully and tis ifw be^i of her ubBfity had ehangetf tier whole 
outlook;. 

Now she hnakert in hi* taking- n reflected glory 

from him which seE her lot^ks- and the unknid cHiiecSfll of 
Shcm in I heir righl penepec live. 

"] a.m Mr, ftosai’s -ccTclnry/ ahe would announce 1<J 
fiiriin gerx 

"Niii Mr. Clive fruas! 1 they woukl exclaim InefcduioiJdyr 

When she acknowledged ch-ti was so she would feel "her¬ 
self idmcone of impoTiuncc chat could not be denied, 
WuicOni who really muEterccl. 

As Mary Istli ad up i'hv^H desk after he had gone, str- 
mngin.c bis pencils and pen on ihe silver tnty puitiiig the 
block on "ivliEcb inu wrote pi^scriplLoar back m ihc iJri±WCr% 
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She nolsced tha.1* he had been Srtr-rhl?lin|£ <m the faEoltcr- 

'diHirtl mg' u'a!l they CJtltod H ia ArtlelrCa. 

She pit lied t\m the ! r>p *hem of hlstd-a**: pit : £:iive hud 
made JuT: Lmtidy mess of il. 

Maty CfUild Imagine HMm 1 irrensng Bo srine patient drrni- 
in re m'cnr her symptom*- making (oo mirch nf pain* 

And yet hcaldi/ag dive's uM-fioi-iftet Ravi; (or (he ahnovt 

liiLC-LimcEUUH moveisaHnE of hi:; peneiL 

S. S, S Thai was whsr Fi-s intd wiir-e-s t?vi>r and over 
Jigrdn. efttwpiiing ihtan together, 5* of n39 di&pc?t ,u*d 

Murv wondered whal ihey portended. whttl drug df 
Efc-anneo E Wfts ill hiE mind. then *he crumpled the piece of 
blotting paper in hex h =. nds. imd throw ii into I h r wruEc pa¬ 
per baakot - - - 

CJJvc drove i brooch the ErafUc quickly* He felt Liphl- 
Ins^rt-cd, gny„ n* he lurntd isiEo l he narrow sLrc-ets which 

toward* Fast l^ndoo. 

It was iwMirty thrat day* amirc he had seen ^Eelfa Mur*- 
den; bhe wilh improving anil Ogfbe wei* plc.ntd willi her. 

tJi: hj±d heen half itfrcatd when he took Srelln to OfEL-ti^ 
Itldl they might not out on. Vei strangely enough they 
Kcmed h> be settling down, lopcther- 

Could anyihinj; be more e*E;rgme? MUf ■nymie with her 
lifelong devotion in I he pc*»r r her amazing git'l of healing. 
fu-T dwripkouhtp of sacfittisxn and .lob[Eking af wiuLt w« 
Eerttivd Col-lciq.nia]ly H Ehe idle rie-h7" 

On. the otber hjand—^telJju 

dive Teh something sinmge whhEn him wSren be 
Ihoughi. or her, the- sensation tuot unlike a sweet wetdenebs 
wits too strong to he ctenied, he had to UrCknow Sedge iii. 

“A m 1 crazy?' he ju^atl himseif our latid F ?md jne- 

Ireved that hU voice umindcnf ^ngry although tkere waa no 
EJiger to him. 

Hi; wsia no prude., he wm not as m.any people ihoughf a 
woman-hater^ he merely knew liulc eboui rhem Few peu- 
pFt werv aware of the alnuglr he hiid had to jjel stnruKl 
in his c-3i c-l- r_ 

Hi? faiher nnd fooiher still liN-ed in Scti-tTand in The liny 
Hfocte croft w-hicli-, with the patch of land behind iE, wil ,xLt 
they poiaessad ia the wtaote world, 
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ITi* rslfi-er, l-he iiflly son of the Mm&ter of QcndulD, 
had been ii sitkJy hoy nwtfttg ro ft ffdt in luc caily youth 
'.>7]j£ ltM I^iillI more or Jussi cripple him; But he had married 
the WdEUHlk of hF.Vi choice and ocvex i-jgr*LBed it nor hml 
■toe. 

Their life h*tl been 3 bam* oiie_ Often ihey bad been 
hungry mid ye! io I-.ir ns Clivc Could remcOihCF they had. 
always lieen huppy- 

Hh fill her whs ndt jtmbiEjGuS* neither w-n hit inOThur—- 
not lor Bbemktivei;. For their son, their onJy child, ihey 
were determinc-d on one thin*—he shouLvE huve 1h-. j hot 
ptnstibEe educ^km. 

Somehow they managed ir and ihere h:id Keen other 
people willmg enough to help when they rerdLsed lltaf. 
Clive hud uNLlily, 

The Minister had taught him 1. ntrn: the doctor h.nl 
given him the run of his Library mid. tumnsdomfy decided 
hi* whole fui □ re. 

Clive had trudged the miles- every day, wet or fine, rain 
or snow, to Ehe school over the hill w hurb wjs rttgliEly sil- 
perinr to tlw one in Glendale iBsclf. 

J-fis fuEher and mother h-jid been rewarded fuf jrdy saurr- 
Hc« they had mode on h\? behalf- 

They ttlil Lived Fa the old croft: iwTh-iny would induce 
them to move although it was a very d; lie rent pi arc m 
Ehesj? days from what fr had fwn when -Clis/c was a hoy. 

He had refurnished it, he had SnsesEed on hnving at con¬ 
nected up with fhe main water nod main cEectrflcaEy which 
now fad the- village 

Hn m other still did most of the wort herself, hut Otv? 
knew ihiLt |he labnur-iavin^ devices, the cooker and re- 
frigcrjiEcsr llvjl fie hml hsslaiCnd saved bar much, umitote 
hod djt*rE ion , 

Me only wished he could jtor up lo we them more oftca, 
hilt the journey EO Sen Eland meant leaving hi*: work for 
sc-vc-fbI day* ut Saac and be seldom granlcd himself a hotl- 

day* 

Kpp be hftcT had liclFe tEiw for holiday* all through his 
life* no i i to make friend' with people of his own ii 
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to enjoy tJn=: liprhh boyish flirtations which -are- so much a 
p-ii rt or adolescence. 

He hid awwn up uimcnurnlly tee-Emis. %hy and M (or 
his yfraTfc—ftttd hi-i shyness *tu .d re-maided wilh him, where 
wocne n were con-C^metC even after he had lasted snoc&BS 
nnd h-id bfCOitie nought ustfccr far his lodti and his perron- 
ably sjs well ns for his tkiJL 

Clii'c tid fool; ha was well aware that mufly Of bis 

WPITISfl palicnts found ham altfidilit 

They m-ii-de it very obvious, buE once they had done so 
■Cl-jvc always managed La helve the resp&MtttSJJiy ei their 
IfLness on to same other doctor. 

“T r v-s no I i me for wnmen/ he told himself mole thrui 
onec b suid then acknowledged iL waa KOrDtihlng deeper 
than that. 

Bee anws he hiid ecver known ^itraerive women En any 
way except when ihey were alcV or in pain, he- bpjd cFc-aied 
Lor himself an idcil woman who, hidden y^way In hia 
hc.ii l, w>u tL kind of solace when he was LnneLy. 

Perhaps the £ma|dia&ry woman was in many wayi a part 
erf the adoration he had always had far his, mother. 

Oivc ccHtilel remember hit moihcr btrfun; beautiful -and 
she hid, 100 , a qu^r gernldnCSH which had made hir n f^cl 
that whatPTwrr else happened in the world home was in m- 
vioiaee sanctuary. 

'[he woman Cl k r o would Love must he Etkc his mother, 
and yet h* wanted iTomethjiag mope Eh an 71 maLemril l(fvc, 
MRi eihing deeper, more funcfamenial, something whjch be 

had never Itnind a man a rho women who soueIiL biin out. 

rlivc found ii hard indeed lo remember ih:ii hi* paEienis 
W-'ero art men instil ihey thrtm thtfir -l-t Upon His nCHmUon- 

A patient hatl always rtmutoed to him tom^rhin^ 
SaCrcd, he ha-d never g.ot over the Thrill and the CE-ti tetri cot 
of fenowtog thus he could freJp someone who suitering^ 

Yet, c«f course, he mti ^EL types of women. 

Clive thought u-l the shallow, rolteo wOtiicsa wilh. wham 
he :4omelim.^s cam 2 in contEC^ wchiich who were prapisned 
10 -Jittie- jbEI from lift amd h-^ve nathiog* 

Wi>mun who n Hawed iftcir Hist Birli rein. huE who w^rc 
OLl^red whji mast of their hc* cram—it btkme &nd cbil- 







(Inch. ofTcrcd ii bcc3jU.se of Ih^if lea lures*, a he colour of 
their baur* Ebr blue of their eyc^S 

U$\y r MifTHstimra Inalhvmne cfitj-raclirra were fnrgmrn or 
fgndiTd of -n prctiy fee¬ 

'll ac noE. fair," Give thought* "and wins Women fiisve 
everything . - - everything, ■ . 

Du! harl ihey? 3 E is Ihonpht* v eft reef back 1m ftt-eNa F-Tere 
wai i woman whmm che world looked on iri firing been 
born with a stiver spoon in her mnlith,. who entiled the* 
f-nvy and she adm i rnsCiOn of other wortieit. 

Ever fincf tE was known that Clive had opemled on Tier 
be bad been in undated wish cj Uc-sli-oris uM So how she Wru., 
Mil patient* qiiWlijtJlKd biitt abnut her, even those uduo did 
noE know her were curious. 

Is *hc really its lovely au her photographs,, Mr. ki k ,%7 
■She ,&Sway* looks so F?ad, bisa >hc ocapht to be happy." 

J Fvc always ndraared her u&d wished shai I wa* like her 

to EnetiQw/ 

*Oh P women! wtSEtvfinr B Clrve thought- 'Setting up for 
Ihamaelvcfl idolo/ 

prim siax or society beauty. what dtrt it matter *o Ion r 
ft* they bud one thing., the erne ihm-s nil women nppMrtfitlY 
craved- -glamour, attraction,, or :,LouJd one call Lt„ tn the 
jar^rm of Hollywood. sex. appeal? 

There was indeed scorn eMisvip. he flrftiseiwlcdirud So hlm- 
ielfp which made Stella dtfFeneat from oshcr Women. 

ihoixphr oF her with her pale face ond heavy. lined 
eye^, Of brr bands lying ihtflftS* Over the while ^hre!-: of 
the bed, of her hair brushed back, plainly from bet fortv 
bead, and knew thal even unadorned she wa* i LI Jo-vcty. 
ssTfU nppEJihn^ wish some Chins which wn& arrraisLibk Jind 
inapplicable.. 

'WbnL w^ hr 

He wished be could define it to bimvelf, bus be could 
no*£ h-L- only knew dial &ow al tbb motneol he wanted to 
ioc her, eg Udk ia her- And she .tutted bimE 

Star would never forgive bjtn for tuivin-g drsm^t-d her 
bad: to bEc when *he wanted In die. 

Usually he felt irritated with people whn wished to 
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Bhcrt respaHe Cell anrrry, he if they hr- 
ortiirehcd nMTiirEhm^ bc-auEiCtal an iJfrtlr dc+isa for Jcslh_ 

Clive could >E iliCo w&rdi, bin -inside bsmjeif be 

beEksved lh.il life wees wonderFul—an :id vl-tiI ure, of course-., 
w-iih h ■> Lipx a iid dnwm, n I -s ioys jiml sorrow, fts tragedies 
and nirhcrii2H—-but *sill wonderful. MEdl reel, dn^Jf.lin^. Iran- 
ieendeuf. ^Tnieibuig Ep He prized snd tTCfl^BTCdL 

tic thought of the- tFm.es whim. he had brought 2 tvahy 
iaUii ihc worCd half ctmlei lifeU-s*. a-mother-ed. and h^u# 
working until ihc sweat pi m red L>tT hri iofehcad he had fi¬ 
nally iTLQ.dc ir breathe. 

The child should live, thould know nil the £k'ry of life™ 
life I'hni was desirable however Saw and sordid ibe jp-osaEJon 
inta-i which one was Horn. 

Thar older people- with brains and eOrnmcm ^L-ns£, Wilb 
Individuality nnd me^ns with which to worl; should delih- 
trdltiy ihn&W away Chal precious elft of |iic was I o CLi-i? 
ifteo na p rc h c n s. i hi e . 

tn is he knew that the desire In "lee f$o h was la iEsetf a 
diSeasQ. 

Hl- h.id ant studied niclEutdhBlaa or depression Fn any 
gre -11 i 3 eipr^n; =KiW he found himself thinking of It, 
welching far JL emonp bti pul Lents, .-mulching at a thread 
hens nnd Ihere and considering new ideas, new suggestions, 
for CrcalTnent. 

Sic II* EL.nl noE been 4 hard cfisc, buE CIlvd did nothing 

by halm 

Itiletested. he Was determined ua gm On, lO fnfiko hFs re- 
seareh mort :ipd more Elraroiagh. to save people from 
themselves 

Am be Worked he ?;nw always Slcllu'l face and ho Ho-inl 
her Voiec spying o-vier and -over again 

r T want to die . . i Want lo die/ 

T» wbnt h;id hr: brrvni;hE her hoc*:? "That wms whM he 
Q-yiijif himself a^. cm the 1&?L lap of his Journey, ho rurtiod 
down U to I3g 4ircet With cUngtng ir-icns ami squalid, crowd¬ 
ed shops. 

^Whnl rfln 1 offer her?" he nn-ked himseli- 

He had asked ihe quettiALi rad je doctor aJad now If ho~ 
Gaiuc a personat m*e. 
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"WhuP «in | iifTer herT 

Clive hu-d a sudden vlsictn of M r^ticn Bcnnse -with Fla 
fimjl SQlfcrn; -- Lind jj rand stairail - panelled menu* a.nd 
fHih^hed tlwr*., iU curt^ttJ heda and the stained jjUish -_■[ 
her ildac windows .. r . 

Trud-pHii^ lowurcE^ Lt fboLsora and weary "he b-tlw a rac;- 
,gcd H hu ngry Rchonlhoy- 

'I must be mad]' he satd aloud., 
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Ap Oivc: wan let InEp Ojrjfir'i flat by Ijzb, (here -wav a 
bars* of laughter from tbe kitchen. 

TtH them pirh ' t.4z^a explained. "Mis*; Oe^e/* icA-rhing 
them cpafcmji and (lac mess Ebey make you wcmtldn'i be¬ 
lieve/ 

Clive fimiJed £rs be pul down hi.fi bat -and graves on jt 
chair. He knew that ahs girls referred lo ware <om£ a! O.e- 
.pie/. piiEienls who bad buen injured u hen a ht^mh dropped 
na their school U was one of those occasions when he had 
hnd n tussle with the other atirigieons whether the LLmhg 
PdujtiUE be amptilulcd dr not. 

Ah uyuai. he had watt and now it tip ib —for 

b* bad p^-sed the rcHponyrhiljiy on m her—EO see lti.it 
jfKnin children were able to uh* their lljttis which bad been, 
saved after ho much arsTimcnr. 

Op.ei 4 i bad Her pWh fncebndk of making them use their 
1 ‘niiscleE ; leaclunj; the-m tip cook wn,v one of them. 

TTlc y lewd it nnd Wuuld make every effotl to 'ketesuf 
pjiTiCn., to si it pudding, to bent up rat eg$t. all of which 
brought their mutdeg Into play just as well ns any exer¬ 
cises ordered by rl>e sent book. 

Clive •■■■•alfced euiroM (he sil t jn^-rtiom and knocked on 
(he dour of SlcLC:'/* hedjopm. When %hc X’ome In/ be 

cniercd. 

“Ob, il'fl you..' She looked u-p from i hr book ihc w^s 
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Headings and he aha! taur C-tpression brightened s| 

Hie flight of llrMI. 

f Werer5"E vein ex pert Frig m<T 

'We a-re always ctc pecliosi you.* ^hc Answered solemnly. 
V\r least. Liza is, She Counts the boifTl M ycaur eW*i flp- 
jrearaJice/ 

'And yeti? 1 

Me ccudd noi fos-bcar asking the que*ticm_ 

^h-a linked '■ ■ him whh 3n tixptrc^on Inc could uoi 

fathom. 

"Whlil run I i?*jNrctcd T-n answer o> ihtilT 

"Only I he Irulh. Surely you knbW vliu tinurt always r<r?L 
your doctor the t ml h 7* 

He wwi ceitfctrOUs thnl ifnry were hn-lh fencin.r vAlh cncfi 
O-thc r r ihn-c KcIi-IiiilI the trivial, superficial wortLv ^ ilh wbfch 
Ihey e<invFtwd ibere WJH so- much. Jeri languid. 

Tl Acerned l& him ah if nil ihia had happened hefone ^rnt 
wbh quite ifFii-mjKTTtan>E P Ih.nt ^hctE wm tmullier deeper arxl 
atf oogCT ieiwhon bctWtta Them ™hicb ctmld not be denied. 

Thtra S«dde.nly e wave of shyness awepl over hrm. 

He wa* aWiifv how out of place StcLLa looked in this 
hnnt, shabby Eitllc raern. Since he had ]p$-t seen her aha 
h:s».t added a lot of her owm ihing*. 

Tin ere WAS- a hed^pr^Jid- Which he find hcVct r«f-n be¬ 
fore,. of mitaquc Lo.cc backed with h-lur satin; abere were 
Isce pillows behind her head and apain-rt the cKptfrvsivr 
simplicity ef htr iatin hcd-jncltct there phetered a £r*at nc- 
quii marine clip, which yparfckd n% the breathed. 

Td hearer tell Oggr? I'm here, 1 Cliyt said. abrupt3y_ 

"Tb.cnc T s og burry , 11 

A, rrested fey her vol«. he turned tnw&rdt the bed. 

“Ycm are- better '? 1 

'I thought Ft was a hour nme yon a*ke4 that qvHUbfL 
Much better, -nl 1 hough t bate to *duiii u_" 

"Whyr 

'Because It prove* vOu right.. Dont you dklike peepre 
who are proved righT when ft would have beta much 
caster ir they h-.id heeo fn a he wiongT 
m\mi Ifumfc Ogjicp not me." 

lisa 




! t rifv f h:tvc shin-iked her. end ihai f^-minds me *>i 
genu dhrnjg J U iLdt to ask you about * 1 

"Whal rs Ft V 

'Ogjtk 1 - and Tier charities She’s ppc all she children of the 
neighbourhood working Id sttid shal child you uperated oa 
S-tnonlh :ic-n—loan siirncahing—Hway to She *ei**iKffc. 

Thene'v noshing radically wrong with her nnw. but Oo- 
Jfre wants her <e have H holiday and would like som-E of 
her family ao go too. 1 wrote out n cheque und «hnt do 
you think Oggtd dbl with it? 1 

T know iln answer to that one," Clive smiled. 'She sore 
Bs up - 1 

"Acirmlly -»be put rt on the fire* bus why? Thal 1 ^ what T 
eao"l under?*and. Why fihrtuWn"! 3 help? I'm one of her p:;- 
fcfcJits too nciij yel -She Won"t take 4 penny from mc_ Do 
yma know whaE I'm paying here?" 

"Three pound A w^k, isn't ll?' CUv* a^fced. 

1 Exactly. Can you Imapin-e anyth in p so ridiculous? She 
hist covers the tost of my food jmd the w*ishin£ of iht 
bed linens she won't take a penny for her own servicen/ 

'Himot you learnt views cm money by thin 

ti.me? r 

Tve heard them all/ Stella. siiLd: ''hul haw-eve r much it 
may irk her, ihe- ffl.ct remains that some people h llve 
money and nther-:. haven'!. Wbt airs I to do if she -wont 
lake any of mine?' 

"Give at to those who wfll/ 

“You"iu os bnd ns she is P ' Stella exclaimed angrily. "Can't 
you understand Shill I oan't s(Ay bote Dn those Se-rms?" 

Ttn nfraad you’ve gol to, unless, of course, you fed 
itroni; enough So go back to T^cntoa Park." 

Si-ella m idc a liitEe grimace, 

"Ndi on any term*. How is your friend Mm Mayt-ori?* 

1 beKcVc she Fs. vury well," Cl i '■ v Ftplid 

H(: rtifTcnctl ios h* Spoku and Stella, realised ihnt the Sub* 
fcot was unwd«mK. 

Hr walked rttUes^Ty across (he room and the 1 bought 
came to her that whh fri>. titaEnificeiit phyr-iquc it was not 
#«rprhFmr if Women like l-fetry Hayt-cm ivin :tftt,-i him 

l^Lu^e Ben-son hid hinted mure than emce while Ehey 
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Were r=r -TrEnroD. Faik thar rh = : i r hostwafl intri^tHid hy 
Clive Ho-ih. 

O^se brad spoken with. icalhirig 1 eon tempt nr iht women 
w’ho l hii'.-iZ'J EiLm. and S:cfHh could hclinvc th:ic it wjh not 
always easy to avoid patieel* who thought that a ^ockJ- 
braking m,in was fair pmc. 

fc l wonder whfll he really F«U ahnnl women?" stvc naked 
hersetf. and wets surprised oi "her ejwnqiiemoii, 

Msd. sh* hclFcvcd, had long -ceased to mEcrcst her. 
Never ip.Lin would >he he fool enough tu be ijffceit in by 
one. to invJic- thru linjclinn In her vein*. tbsl bretM-hlcKt 
■■vils-ittSs which. mude one long for the touch of a man's 
li pH. the Htnsngth of hi> arm.^. That was over and done 
with. 

EVirrt now stu* could not Hear l® read a Fove-STury.. to 
Hunk, of chL= ^pp roach of ii man io n Iranian i it too 

[HftgVIMih top real. 1 1 rccsplLirod luo vividly IJ-efinrim und 
all that he had meant lo her. 

She had only to ihink of him co remember how b^r 
Ibcntf Would beat quickly ile he =ippmLidu;J, to feel Jip:iin 
ihc thrill of hi" much. thc passion which had md:Lmed her 
wh.cn hii mouth fouod he r 7 ^ 

Sometimes Stella would taunl hetuff with llic picture^, 
of what mishL h-svc been had (the «jrrend*Tcd herself 
become hi* misters. 

At Fca.sE ihcv would have had the hap-pancss of hclcinging 
on* to the other an-U thirds* rn iyhl him- heen very differ¬ 
ent. He cnijghr not hitue been ^eni abroad, he might at this 
moment be ca her ssrfe. 

Vain- ipna^ningf- which merely Hrrtiirad Tier, nnd yet she 
could not hut must endure then* at rti|th* when the 

OOtlltJ ftnl sleep, when a paCEnre in n magazine. a tvlmnl 
icntcnc-e, Or Lhe sound of music woul-J recall SkTlnilli 

vividly to all her gooses. 

^■rnc moveanvn! til Clive"* noiv, perbajw jud Ills siThou- 
eitr. .iv.ilDMt the growing 1 1 ark enmide tiw window, nude 

h^r h^Jjt jiart as tl in budded pfiLiii. 

Bertram; the- 1 hough! of him came lo hex Hwiflly. With¬ 
out l'hinkinjc said? 

f Oh. if ogJy we could he rid of out Ira^idt 1 
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Tnjnnntly Clive- w.is chi- doctor ctF.^in. 

"YrHJ Tire i-h pv\n? r 

Slella regret Eed her impulsevt wprds 

'Wh:i[ T wm nefcrrm|E tn was not ptivnical, ho! tlon'l let's 
lalt: nF ii Tm circd of myself, T"m lin-d of 1ym£ here dlay 
after day.' 

'Wi'Ft you well, Very shortly yw will "he able iq 

go my. 1 

p Wh&« ifr? r 

’Anywhere you like. To your own hcime. 1 

'1 suppose you mean u> Marstlen Kfl^we^ -,he corrected. 
^T"h-|r will he nice for uif- won'! itT 1 

She %pokr bitterly. dnuppSne her rr+cr-fc and hchavinE 
m she phrased ft in- her^cIF, 'like a spoilt child, pettitani ;tnri 
disappointed/ 

fvhe did nor kri-ow quite w-hid the hred expected. hisf ishe 
Snmehow Find I he- idc:.! that Osve would have sonic furl her 
plan Tor her. 

H wasn't ffin-ylhin^ deftnlte. n-ruhlnic actually formul rated 
Tn her fitrnd, nnd yel tiew„ ridiculous , 15 . it seemed,. -ihe ^115 
bun. 

1 Why ean K t T mate Vnu 1^.^lppy? ,, 

riivw socke ahnuprlv. break ing Fn era her momedE of 
self-pity She answered him Frankly. 

"No o-hc will ever he -nhSc to do- tbal a cram, hurt perhaps 
n -few may consider me, may do their hesi ici mate me 
com ferr&hle " 

'I have tried CO do Hurt,* 

She felt ihe repTOflcb in his voice. 

'A-m I noym.fciiElV 4 she aske-rf. '1 suppose I aim To Soil 
ynu ih c Enalh. T reel Imt. Oggic ItsEFs 311c the world to 
wh-Feh ! Oft-rc belonged is finished, lhal nflcr Etie war there 
will ho no place for the lypo of woman 1 wtts forced 10 
become. 

'The world T fcnnw wiFT be sw-erp* i*wny nnd, Jl*s rc stremt, 
fhcre"s no ptftce for me here In Shis nne. t must hutlg, be- 
Iwrxt enrth a-pd ?;ky—an uuenv)ll4e position. 1 

T '-ce—,1 poor Irctle rich %irh fn fs-ct/ 

Clive wa* surprised nt hi-: won]* eveta ns he &aJd ihcim il 
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barfly 1?i '■ tray ihat tfven fashionable doctors spoke lo 

(he HTvpKiHjn.nl Ls'-dy Mantfcfl 

5i:e llvi. indeed, did not !■. nV ImpiyrTuwc hi ihii lament, 
bur ;t child, n 3 cm t, unhappy child. 

A Pij[ ui It only my mou&y'" she asked him., ‘Isn't It some¬ 
th iny c3rc. vomc-Cbinp. In me? 1 

‘QIrfartl, n^l" 

tie wfr* tt/ii-e enii-ngii Co rre-ri£niacr Ibe dnnyicT slgn.nl 
whtch heg^n h-v thfnkinjs oneself dHTemnL 

H«c h-i-d Keen k so n fieri in the Unemproyed vvlio carn-c 

Id believe chey wen? imem provable because of veuwe fsui. 1 l 
in tbemulm, in women like Mary who began to l 1 nnbt 
ihetr own normality hrcaMu* ihetr ffialures were UrvUvuid., 
in ftarHElfSvrai men mad m>nieo of all clssweg and all s-ia- 
liom in life. 

Clive rennT river the hruss rati Qt ihe end of she both 
eEa.spihjr bis hitn-di fojftlbei-. he spoke earnestly, 

r tis2*n lo me/ he Sind. 'Von a.re no differ^ni from :inv- 
fnc l- l -e There' 1 * nochiitp wrong with yens. WhiU feui* hap¬ 
pened irs merely Char public opjnEnn li.-s erented for yon a 
superficial personality. 

There's y™ a? yon ar* yourself arid I here's yon ih^s 
pLrhlic yon—a Jckyll smd Hyde Ff vun like. 

If you wef* □ film star, you could hlamc! yodr Pres* 
pgisnEi as you are nob you rmwl btamfc the power of 
mnnev blended with Ebe hackgrremnd* £bc position and the 
pitme whieh are nHo yoUrr/ 

4 And iF E ilont witetE all lhq-se thErvg^T 1 

'Yon can't escape the responsibility i>f wM, after all. is 
pan of yn-UTKHl#/ Clive ■Rnsivered 'Men have rsied Co do 
that sfner- thu htf^mnine of the world imtf invar! ably fculedi 
I c-ok at T. E. Lnwronc** for instarwe. El dsw^h’E answer to 
rim av^ay. Ebere's no escape Efl delshcrnte evasion. it 
merely tcMs another burden co cute’s own, bark r the fear of 
befne found curt. 

T-3u p UMrd and his voice ^oricfu'd. 

"O^jtie may be rirphi. ibe world you have known may 
have teased In eje[s.t r hut then? wEFl v*e a p=occ for yO U in 
rhe new world ir ond when aE U ct«J led/ 

*1 ih-ink It is fn^blenih^/ srePlft *ftrd patiis>nat<rly. "I bohl 
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no brief for what T hated, TiiiiE ihiis swecpmp nwny oF ev- 
tiry fMtip FjimiTmr may in Ihe end- punr? only nicm-ln-ative— 
A desol.itiou fif ilest ruel ion/ 

'Tli.-it in the wnufin: way In tn«nl iit thinjrs/ he S-cpILcd. 
■We hove col in adjust c-ufschts to the change. and 
icn ihc lonelFcwss of Ihe future iF by the ■oaerifkio of selF “we 
Can achieve a bnlier w^fld for Ehe majority . 1 

■And you fhinV it will he hencr ? 1 Stella ehultcnped, 

“When T rhcrrfc of l he children I have nx-aleiS down hqrtr H 
wlwrn I Ictok nr ihc Krce+s in which They have ht-efl. hred 
anti broughl. up, whe^ I [earn of ibe poverty, Jimcrv and 
«li pease which h:i : . always been attendant on rhe-ir fanmifes* 
1 wonder sf nnylhinp cduld be Wots*/ 

Si el] a silent. then in a very low voice she saidi 

"Vcsu und Opplc mil fee me fc-ch ashamed . 1 

11 Who it taking my name i n vain?" 

Ofipie spofco from ihe doorway, and both Cl be and 
Si-ella craned for ihet*. h»d not Twnrd the door open. She 
came inco the rtKun, vn_si and ungainly, 

'T-izit told me you were here.' she a&Fd. “hnt I couldn't 
gsl uway for the mrmcnL We were making a take anti 
very .pood Ft p * poinp fn be, too/ 

done wonders wEth ihose girls / Clive saFrl , 

"They'll he a]] right/ Oesdc answered ‘It was. much 
menial as phyEieal, doctor?! croaking over Ihe-ir jifm: . teEI- 
inp them if wn unlikely they'd ever be much u.we to riwm. 
Tf L barf my way no dnetnr or nurse wouEU be able lo en- 
Icr a patient'3 sirk -morn Mrilhom wearing n muzzle." 

Clive Ifluphed. hul Oggie watching him had the Feeling 
rhm hiii mind Wat elsrwhcre, Sbc looked nl Sull::. 

There was a ranch of colour in her cheek& ind yet she dtii 
nut lank hopiny, 

'Whiil have ihey been liilkiup about,? 11 Ojicfic wondered. 

Been use she laved Clive she felt angry that Si cl 3 a. should 

not rc.spand to him more citgeriy. 

“Damn her! Damn nil women!“ she thought. 

Slur Kaw h*;TKcJf slam and .lllmclivc: ;ts she had been at 
seventeen- if ihd; could Etavr met Clive then, or iomwna 
like him! 

InsiCUtC all her life had h-een one Ions work of IransmiU 

163 




11 n cr the normal pjiK&iotei within her InSO the channels of 
^el F«:sae: rifle e rind -s^l F-dcoiaL 

t Sesg -.vi>ik-i in funny ways," Ojtpre thought grimly. 

Now over *r.?csy, she wbm consem, fired with she ipfrit of 
her mission-0 csoc-mu □. erus^tfs whnrh she tf d hisl**-! I". 

Vet (here had beep limp! when -he (Hint fijilil apnFnst 
the fte*.h. rimes which had |onl their minjs in ihe naasang 
yofljf*,. hut whlck ncveatlaetes-s r-erilttincd as start, 

Ttttlcr, ii roji■ ■■;frmars in a < Ietfi^i:msnc hud m:sdc her 
sfrsmgsly genEfc with Uw we-atoefees of oshcr*. 

But only and OL-;ri<- 1;new 1 iow hard is had been at 

fltsE; only He she biltolTW^ of l Fie ni^htH when .the 

had tried tMJL Fo* ^u-meihlng more. whert [be desire within 
her hsid asied not uJ£-4&cri'Hce > hut fulfilment. 

hftiw in her old ape all the love for which her body hud 
been starved llhmugh tlte yean had cenlred it&idf cm c*Tic 
pej^an—CTUvfc, 

She- loved him, it scemc-d 1C her, in- every V— 
paKHidnaCeSy. >■ v^unj; wopian niiphl Iovl- il man, 
fltvcEy p »4 m mother for a- son, Adoringly, a* * ALudept Fof » 
master, 

Kha admitted Shis lews to her-wir fmnkly rind without 
RPMerfUgr— she find learnt Innp ago in a very hnfd school 
POE id he hypocritical—and because *lbe loved him, aba 
Wanted his hJippine<w, 

T( would have been easy to die for him. hi the cnmiimn 
parlance of dying for sboae one k>ve*; it wa? Fur harder So 
Five tor thru, to deny him agm r of else things he nskecl of 
lie r. 

To toow that he was. attracted. IF not yet rn love- with 
Ehij woman Who lay beneath her remb but ef wifcOffl ftbe 
Was not yeC sure. 

.^tel3a puffed her- At fir^r she had hr-e*i blindly preju- 
de^rd by her barScgmufla. her mesney* her rifle, Ike type of 
society she re pee sertScd, 

Then Stella 1 ^ wcarine-vs,, her nnlfp.Uhy lo- riivc, b-L-r Liller 
fn difference ta what became al" t»ir had not added, to Op- 
dLslifee, hiU racket ii=id canghi her an her weakest 
!Lpol—heri5tfn?e of pity- 

To be »o tovej y f or ^rndtiin^ly, but xrmh.ru3ly O^io 
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Miiwwlbjged Sidin'* hejmly—end io pain so little «fliwd 
p-iti :i hie. To cornel hinjc which h=id wwc been aromcJ 

beJore in Oiv^ and ncl t a knuw It—Unit ioo ErtfcmstiJl 
pi tf* bleu 

Without realhirtg 1( Opgic gradLLaEty developed »n affec¬ 
tion fe*r Klellj, 

Piiy Wilt her AehiNc*" h^*3: ^henww *die mcwC wnn 1ed 
leu be unpeSptiinsjve, in be hard and imp.ceyrtmble Co ar^u- 
menl or appeal, it wa* her sc™e of pity which. Let her 

down. 

Now became she wn»s worried ab^iTt Clive she: wan ai3- 
ftgrEciihle. 

l jidy Mcsrsden t* better/ she 9-nid. "f^he will sonn be 
Jesving heie^ in foci she w[[| jacm be fthle to do wrUimt 
me —or n doctor/ 

5£he meant to burl herself. bur succeeded only in hurting 
him, ;'md as she r^iLlised whnt she had tT-nnc she Could have 
frill L-n out her ion^HC to save (he p«in =n Eii i eves. 

TEl-ctt suddenly ihc telephone m the ncs.t in ora: limited 
iereifis rhe ^ileiice. 

Tit WksSver it/ Ojfdfie said* 

She went out of Che too m, leaving the door cp&n. Stella 
did not look ui Clive or he :ii her, ibey were berth listen¬ 
ing. 

Somehow -when the sfir;|( hell nu^-ed it 41 111 seemed to 
hold thei> attetiiion, ie ms as Lf they were both Lnsirncs- 
ii\ e1y a.ware Thur the cell »»* of iirifiortaiic-e, 

"H's feir you. IToctor, front Treoion Pdrk/ 

CIew moved .as iF he had h&zn watting for ihc samitwm. 
Stella could hear w-hnt be said. 

4 Hcl1n- Oh., it's yon. Matron. Tm snrry you've hud so 
niu-eb trouble 1 11 Saline; me . .. What? I c-lin't hear . - „ 
Wliat time? . . F After lunch , - , And ihe docior"* 
there? . . . Yes, t"lI come down ftt once - . - A letted Tin 
afriiiil I can't hear . . . Yes, t understand* and cb* jmlies 
have II , . . Very' well. E1| E>e down Within she CICKt I WO 
hour** CJucwJ-hye/ 

CLiv^ rephiccd the receiver, Ifum ht Mood for a me meat 
Blaring itc ii. 

Tve got id gci/ he said. 
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He ttt.iJc no attempt lo J^n- hack its StEsTla'9 rooml In¬ 
stead: be picked up hts b-it and jtlovts. Og#nz opef^d the 
outside door for him. 

As he passed, her she broke ft rate Of EiFEeen years stand¬ 
ing. a rule newr io mst Clive questioni unJeSS ic wtkS &fc=!^ 
hilely neccsa-sry; 

•■VVhd- Is liT she :i\kcd appiehert-d ve3y, her vcuec low. 

"Mr?, H&yT^ni/ Ojvc replied. dead." 

WitbOuE saying- good-bye Nr hurried down ihc Alone 
flhiircaSc, his loorsTeps echoing sharply and rcsoinenity 
(h^MIfh Ihe dflj-fe well cit the building 
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Clive 'freuEhE q pnper a! Wubcrfoo ytsiioa. Oji Sha from 

page « p^i-igaaph way 

'Fjuikhjb Society Hostess- Found Dead. - 

He started ttj read, then crumpled, up ihe paper and 

Ehrcor ii H-w-ay, Ha Hindi cask he gave hi s itddtcss- 

The imE set ci^f down the sunlit streeLi which wvre :d- 
mn^c cmpCy of EraJHe SO early in CJ. 1 U morning. Clive s-at 
back in the Acai -and shut Her cyeS_ 

hfe h^d h n if very ItElJe -Jeep l he night before. When he 

had sol to bed, p already In rbc *_%rly hour* of tb* 

morning and Lb«s sleep which, he needed eluded him. 

He found 3aJnr^elT ^cindering what Hetty's tfr.ath wn-t 
EndrijE Co TO him,, how much, her hut action would Tif- 

feeE hi 5 uareer. 

Her letter wat r?o uidFctmenl agninsi ltFmfdf and 
Two people *hE had supposedly been fond of hi her own 
warped way. Love weue no* an emocion orue could iEErihum 
to Heityv 

CirVff could rmji^fne her making her plans Co dcsfmy 
Eherp even- sf she planned tp tf-rctmry hcTA?lf- She had. 
PWide certain enOnyh of her own desLlJi. 

A ftouiIL phi ilL of nmrpMn tablets was found bcude her* 
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lying wash ihc letter iho writing of which bad been her test 
jutinn previous. Id com m i Hung sueelde- 

fl ill keeping wiih Hcily's character thus she find 

ilncte it lhralrit,i II y. 

She had -dressed herself in one oF her SoveliesI evening 
dteSSeSp a %h* h-nd last worn fcra !l ohdon At l jSrand 

spectnculttr parly she had jrivm to ctid the- seti^Hnn of 19W, 
rC wai -n-F while valw* bridal in appearance. omet the 
Wore her famous diamonds thal in death (hey ^liHered 
like Irving things HgnLnsE ihc pallor of her cold skin, 

h-iLp lain dnwffl nn her twd to die. her he.id ugnimt 
Sid in pillows. a huge bunch of white Lilies hflcd from a 
Vare and arriLnge:! be*Ed£ her. 

Hie whole v«nc might h-li vtr seemed pnlhelic !o those 
who- were not hurt or injured hy her acl. “Che little Iri-h 
Eitl who had (ehjmeycd uctoss the Atlantic b u, re-fceded 
had Gome to the end of her >tOry. 

She h. l•! nte-ari t her fuateral py ic l<> be bn press live, even 
be-nuSifuL hue she had succeeded only in making Lt gro¬ 
tesque and fri pciti-r taste. 

CLivc- had taken one iasE look at her ibis mminc before 
left Trenton P^tk- The early minsM'ne coming pale and 
golden through the windows hod dimmed the fife of her 
rfi^naohd-*, 

SbSucthang et-sc was. also dim. fading am l dispersing. a. 
few hour-. bflcr death—-TtHE personality of tb<_- woman 
who had managed to conquer society, So force the most 
tmpoEiam and most TnfiueniiaJ people in the Land lo accept 
her hn-sp-llaLity. 

Thc name of Hclty Huy! an would soon he forgotten, 
oivt had the feeling as tic looked out on the morning 
misla covering the gtardepa I hut Ihe impreasLD-n Heliy had 
made cm the worLd would Inst ]utf as long os the irti-5-19 
which were already moving ^iway twFoxe she riilft:- sim. 

She was nni n ipmnl si n t:; h-Jr only r ■■ ■■ ■■ r had been I Fie 
power of money; and now an cFesiCh she became herself, :lo 
empty, shallow, unsa1i.h.Ficd wnm.m. 

He tned lo imdentnul that Last dcflan L gesture of hem. 
thtr Way -she had dressed up and warn Ltu? jeweLs that she 
had vaJ y<d and toved s* dearly. 
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She laved them not for ihcstiujFves—BetTy Pi:«-d very IHrEe 
.Tea! fipprecintieph of fine Efimgs; an Itmvupzs, jewellery, 
paint imrs. even cloches meant nothin y lo her tisst 

they RymboUsed the npotLs of yu-lcCS*. 

raamwds add^d fo« b^r pwn power Ei^ri pneptige— 
bouses, estates. gardens*. alJ [WKiwimis Cattle into the ssm* 
category—they wets a h.ackgJGWfl43.i a cwftim# in whieh 
£tur aclcd her pnrt_ 

And 50 in cEyinp ihc hail tried eo (Ftc triumphant—ihe 
leading lady □flainsl an appropriate- background. Bui in¬ 
stead of appearing beautiful beside the dignity and (tnaUty 
of her death, her pofrsi-ssdon* btotme Tawdry ,md ridhtulouk 
"m-i” play was oven ibe. curtain bad niFfg down 

soocer than was es-pecfj&d; who caml ihiiL the part would 
never he pk-iyed ay ru n? 

Hetty H nylon had Fwld the tfager h she h;id tEcmtinia.Eed ev¬ 
erybody end everything- to such an e-AEeaE that sh* was ihe 
play, and k W*^ a f alFure, 

Other people could! givo her nothing hectiiiKc: aftlied 

Ofily for personal power——friendahlpn nympqihy. Under- 
s^ndms were thiols for which she never had lime- Even 
love was a thing- ►.he had never tm-d-erst nod, 

Stic had dcKrned -Clive art she fiAtl desired position, pemtf 
Jewellery, and Iv^can^e he had Ml reerpmealed Ur;at 
dfl&ire She strove Cn injure hint. 

The: EuHct Eire left behind wa£ a. bestial ofin r Hetty a| 
her wonf. 

Hetty whjen thr fhin veneer of education ilipped from 
ti«T. when the airs und graces that sh* had acquired be¬ 
cause (hev wore oee&ft3firy wore Efaki lO show ber us she 
was, una-ivlHsed. ctMel, heartlesR, 

Sihe had known pnjy tno wefl that the letter ah# wTOtia 
would damage Clive irretrievably, wmiM prevent Alice 
frnm finding: olher em plovusetrL 

She bad known rtlscp that it wa* Inevitable that ic Hhtiuld 
h^ handed Co the police before Clive arrived to dum |E, 

Clive could imagine her writing thst fetter., fitting ai the 
bc-iiuth'cLl H±fln Queen Anne walnut wtt tang-tie-sit, which she 
always used., writing quickly and EVne-ihEy with a gold pen 
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which she dipped \nin an ink pot of S&vt^ chin a. She 
ntu*l hnvr chnuphl In herself: 

'If I can't have him . I’ll make it difficult for him to 
buvr anymir e lse," 

‘She- also/ Ciivc LbmajibL, 'muni to damage and destroy 
Slella/ 

"Why had she Keen -JO jealous of lhe WDrnftEt she hardLy 
knew arid who had spent such a ftJwn lime: under her 
xenrif? HEs own heart supplied Che answer. 

Hetty had known iIHuit he was inEes^tcd pfi SecIIs. be¬ 
cause she herself wm inEcxcstcd in h im, had wan led him 
and found him fndJflfcrent. 

Thintlnfi hack over Ehc times they had met. of The 
things they had sard to each cnhtrr. Clive utidcr^cwd at hivt 
many c Olivers at Lci-jir which at the lime- he- had. dismissed na 
unimportant and poFtitEas. 

Now he understood. Helty had wanted him as ft man 
and had ^ccn angry and hiiter nl bts refuel to consider 
her -is a womnn. 

She had ml ways nspc Had him. 

hie did nor tone for the type she reprefetied, for her 
ttroTiB. obtnist-vE vimlLty, her vdk» which ntut Imid and 
itrsd-ent when she w*is artttoyed nr ca-rited. her too gushing; 
manner which wm in strange contrast to the impcrlmu 
wav in which she entered! people about. 

Nni in any cireum dance* would H*iry Hrtytoa have at- 
Irsictcd h! m_ and yet fihia woman of whom he knew very 
licilc save (hut her house had E^fi used to heal hri patients 
w:ls able with a few ■stroke'- of the pen to Injury and de- 
Tiiitlc him. 

When he aTTrVtrd nf the nearest statlort to T re-dfon Park 
the riigfil before, he found r. car wailing fnr him. Matron 
had had the foresigbi to «nd il. knowing hijw difficult it 
would he to get n taJEE so lute in the evening, 

inside he found a note Silggjftflljn_i* Lhu.1 he rhoL!h] fip- first 
In che pnlice ssatfon a* lh*re wa s a tetter thexe which be 
PUtthl to feud. 

He went - , and when he had see it the ncilc h;inded 10 him 
Apologetically by (he Lnap^Cor. wtw» wiis a deccni eoujiLry- 
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mnn, Cli^e bad understood Malran’-a TcliK-lRm to brtnle 
the newrs to him fH-rtetf. 

The- fetter wa* wrilien EO liittt. but wifih : vpienl emuilnj 
HcH y had mode sure: that no nii.*LfuiJeJ pe-r^un sbou]*! 
keep th e left i'-r UfitTl Clive'% arrival. 

On iltc envelope nhr had wrin-cn H Tk> be £?^rrj?n# er/Jfr J 
oypj .dr cl■/; hue jiisidn, To CFiV-ffi. 

Mon be h*pj read iLtrsherp Clive had been eiwi^irniB of 
Ffetty’s Mcnt, The one ahe slwo^ u-ied h had tame up io- 
him in n grcal wavt from the Lhick white paper tbal ha 
held in- Ms ha rad. 

Jt readied her very vpuldty—flashing. ijlifterrojt, ctuircer- 
Inc. n rrsElc^& woman with whom one never U-!L a? peitt-c 
w at ewe- 

II w?«!s tflrfftctdt to believe she um dead and de.id in sueh 
ciTeiamrta±ieea- 

Then Clive had read on; 

f have ^Frri ndrtr^Fr/o Fom j/iFirJfc jAja jFfjndnjpr. hn 1 * 

|j/»r hpfdit tft fir tnfrrrst for ruf now. i-.Jrjiv f frrJVrvni rFmf 
tkrttgr* might he \?4:ry diffoterff birth firr yp+u and /or 
r?wo(* / c^rar fJrrfir n-ij.L?Jjf fre it firm** /or 

Im-jj/ji C?/ 4W mjfflArr. I’j^r j-Aet drrcptJ PidLV gone tend / rtirtFroiT 
/i-iH-f swrij oTriciJ'iLFj'i'iiiJi atone-, 

You Witt rtd rftrh* err*- VO rFrrritfj ffrcJf iMVrU 

rtor i?nt paat m jMi/wr, cieniiifof ^ 1 ? wtxHm. // cri/v / find 
fhnUfiht n.i 1 j/li.5- J frF j=pi v.i rJ/ ^-c r /riN-sf o/ r. r . i'pl ; ; - i 

nug&t hmn 1 frcfTf dtgrrmij but tt&W tr r-T ?£*o JkjV tfrtd rihrnr 
ft .T.vidrmc; ^n^p-c- jo ,tj-:v. 

/ FhGTT'r had 1-7 MCrind WfSfFTy, frtSf 7 JUTVf FlOt frOU tiled 

JFOU H-j'/Vt iF. yon IwU* ^rniPs-J ** J JpaprprJ'rrr'TF, .:/ f.n FJ tty id 
m.V ./pyrn/Af iuTeiy or pcrhtfpi' t haw rn rrety fftrrrird your 
Indifference^ 

Aiire has stowfy been polnf 7 pc r hend; .t^-t . r rriT iVJxa- 

jJoHir, FJijIJ" fhrftw i^i'JjJnf c-nFj^TT.-rF/v./ jrn.i 1 ihrrf 

Jthr .T-rtrjf fhrnr. t /paw ef<?ne /ny fa-rt JV> r^jnrr lirJ", i*?^r I lTpjI 
ofmid rluzt n&w I am yone she tv^i 1 /rn^f ifu'nfts v. rj, ■.■■Tj/rvj- 
Find 1 tfj rr^TF j/rou/a 1 fte 1 heps under srrrr? tnj vfiiWarrr^ 

F JJFFF vrry /rrvd ,turf the nw p/ rr|-r rjJ^rV 

fo_5i-i£]fjb/ii3- r / dortb* it; inft wOmrtimr* H r A-r j . , i ynzt tire tat bin ft ro 
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SMiff .Wifr.wim, rrrr- ^ stw^rf fr* jttjj- n ri'.i.i! In 

fku t- /ifliv‘ /jfjj'f F w-’uLT ad ydMF ruAiptf 1 lir^- ffh'u-y 

ifru^iTl'p 

I j 7 -ijjJY r^fl.sv, yj/ frflJdr.Tr fhtif ymr fiiWWV wMfrrf Us &tt*h 
tm F?r rjfli^rr ri r rr mOo/. nrv^ thf fr-tf„ <.xr rrrj^p LrJ ■.-.■* 

/p?wflrf a ffrral mvHy fhingj, in cfl-ifl^fon —<rrrd yaw fan gJra=f 

Gooff-Ay* Ci/vf 

Clive read the leElcf lb rough wftltoul sbowlntf l»nj r cmo- 
Hep whuEsoever, ihG-n lie hanctud il hack i-n ihc lnspecl-nr. 

"I'm jfrard it wilt have to be produced At the JncjUG**, 
5LF." she Inspeelnr n^id prullly. 

"Of Course/ Clive replied,. 

He had known Smmerfi ately on srrivrit m Trenton Park 
esactly what c*rher people's reiurcionr. were likety Co be af- 
|cf reading Hot^J letter. 

Mutton- was pcitPcc ns always and Wl lie fancied lliere 

win an kmunjifl] cordLK** in her tone. 

She bud judged fiEm and found him grtrlry—pushy or 
leading a wo^^n ttsimy. of kmnr her rn.ll in love whh 
him ind th<?n having no further use for her. 

The reference to SCclin won the mr^t damning, of the 
3et_ ’Off with the old love, on with the new; 

fir could jmujdne with whaE enjoyment this wo old he 
seized upon by those who relished gossip- the- dirtier and 
tike mnjt harmful the betS^r tic could imagine:, Coi\ the 
people when would Say: 

Tnt> rich wnnwn, but of course Siellfr was the beEter 
ditch of the [wo, 1 

CUve %vi-ilKed Ensi-ckp and ycl outwardly he Was Con*!, 
cAlm and wun«otK. h^ii luvcd -&c-lt. Matron bad an^en him 
upstairs to her silting room where the local doctor wjs 
waiEJng- for hint, When (he I wo mpn were alone TOgetbcT. 
£>r_ Gordon Mild: 

Tm sorry about ihc Icieer, Rci^. You understand that 1 
would not Swivc allowed anyone li> -tec jg if it had mil ht-en 
load hefopu my arrival- Matron And ihc servants and sojne 
Of the nuiHS. liad. aU seen tc r (here was nultiini; I cotrld do 
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fn the Eircnmstiitioc?? ItuI band si over lo ibe pnJjce -when I 
reported like dcuTtl-' 

‘Of c#ur%e ytni did ibe ric-hi ihlfig., 1 C-ivr asdii, '| under¬ 
stand. 1 

Tffl ¥ 4 ?fry n-b^Ut ic, llsouyh, d^niit^ voiry"" 

There was if-etiilEnc feeling in die OocBor^ voice uml 
Gllvt h*Bd out his Jtpndh 

"Thunk Vcic]." he said. 

He ftfnad etH estjp^ipy whitt hnd happened. Hetfy's mm>.l 
Walking had fton-e to c-iD tier a* u*uul jjL nine o'clock in 
the mo3Ti.bCiR r 

The door wmj*. locked rand Ihinfcinp her mUtrev; ™ 
lired and wattled to rvil, she hred gone attay and Waited 
fur ihe boLl In rinjJ. 

Jr Rill fcEC? and I,ires Jind stifl ihere was no sound fmm 
ilelEy'n room. 

Fm.nl ly VfalkittS land grOUC. in sumrclt of Matron and after 
si toflg eOhsuJtialirtn and repealed KnockrnjEs un Helty'c ttivnr 
they h ~i! cvcmunHy cenl for ihe »t&te c^rpcrt-ice «nd 
Itrucf&ff him to hreutit in. 

By ibe Eimtf he lied done ^d- it wtik two o'clock in the r=f- 
EertiQcrfl. ITm; doctor wa.% iwnf for,, buE he w;ir many hour* 
Eon tare* 

10 the fcri can Ernie a further tom plication had urEsert 
Owing to the l aes ihjii AI Tec w no* to he found- AU her 
lujTgEJijtc wiis packed and lefL in her room wji.h ihe •ese-cp- 
lion of a smSCtMK 1 which she mini haMC c.n rried hersrl t 

No one had *.een her leave the home liTliI she had dhnp- 
peiircd. 

Tbii" scryrmis. on finding Jipr irK>rn empty in Ihe morn¬ 
ing had thun^hi thni she bad gone to London for Mss.. 
Bsyicm: Pt wru not fci-iuh nn uausini I ODcoimfiftce a If hough 

generally one of the cars foot her to sh<* statmn. 

Tc w:l 5 only nftcr Tleity's Jcfitar >i-id 2iee« resid di-P her 
dlS4ippcnrastee catcfcpd crtmmenl sold ifcie police decided 
thae She must he found immediately. 

11 wsts no A hard lo trace where .she had gone The eta- 
dem reported Shat she had taken the early morning train 
lo Tccw*y, M-aiidc town About iwcnlv mile* dis^mi 

The b&ArdLnis-h.diJHCa -.uid botch. weF* Marched mtd lsy 
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seven o r elmclt thnt even frig Alice W;L«i Ott bet W&y back t* 
Trenton. P*.rk- 

Clive wels there when -she arrived She looked to fuen 
much a* itseuiA suve Ihat aba naa obviously desperately 
tired. The poFice food jilftmdy EoFd htr whm hmi hiippcnerh 
She mMVi Irtilc awnmem, only when Clave beLd ouL his 
bLUids lo hcT in welcome did her so I f-cf7n It t>l s&iin tu tc lax, 
H: >hi, hfr. ko^s,. I am |j!ad lo sec you/ 

*"3 'eib glad I l> -^ge you, Aim:/ CJiv-c sued. "H-vc you had 
anyjhjng. lo cj! or d i ink?* 

Alice looked vq^uc. 

M don't thirdc 3 have/ 

‘Ni 'l ill I d.iyT C I ive asked . 

He rang she bell for Barton. He ordered her & meal aacf 

aamc black toffee, 

Alice- sunk down into a chair in front of the lire an if 

she wars too exhauisted w refuse snytbEng ht fiw 

her. CLivt- wtiUl HULiidc lo '^hei-s ahe plaidl-cliilfus£ detective 
Wuft Vrailiiig-, 

Til kwh after Miss Farley/ he mid, 

“Is there anything you wunt'?" 

shall want a MTtemcnt from her/ 

"flul she must have Bamcthfrg cs eat Etitd driok first 1 
dive said, a D4b*I you think al would he wise In Hie in- 
Kp^£"o7 to dome Up? Von can telephone lo him: and T ea- 
peej you wauld 3iha aoinetM&g Co cat yoatsefcl. fiailon will 
look after you/ 

"Th-ink you, iir/ 

CtivH went hacJ. fo Alice, hut he mflcTc no oilcmpt to 
££* her lo Calk Until die had had ".omethi n c Eo e.il_ Then 
when Barman h.nd token away the empty lmy B he said* 

"M m, Hayloo ip dend Yeu know thAE, dnn'r ymiT 
'The policeman told me/ Alice replied, ’They dm/l 
think I killed her. do tfwyT 

"Why ifcotiW tlwsy Ihink that 7* Clive a K kcd_ 

'I only wondered/ Alice said, in a qnicc, dull voice. 'He 
wud stwnecbang about a letter atuJ I t&bughi it would be 
like Mrs. H nylon tn AOeu$c me of murdering her/ 

'I think ■■he hs-s made me Ihe culprit/ Cfive Raid quietly. 
Dud he Eofcd AJ Fee whal Waa in 1 ht Idtcr, 
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"Bui ernel’ ? i-"s wicked?* sh-c estfa-Tmedl shewing p ni- 
ntRtiun for I he flfHt Mir-C since -.he bud nccurn>:d. ’flaw 
cFii-rr she do such ^ ^^■lif>^ , ^ , ' 

'Why should ■stty thiifc about voll j ?“ t^live Bribed. 

"I '-v-Li-n 'c Lhinking about TfiV'dfJ A bice said, scornfully. 
"Bui you, io secure yo«. when i know, , . / 

< Thnib you, Alice." Clive -^nd quietly. "hue in doesn't 
rnafttr.’ 

Tt 6cm tn sitter/ Alice protested:, Tbon'l you imdemn-ml 
why she ha*: JosVl this? rt*Veo 1 | ynu board what happened 
ye^ , rc■s■ttay? , 

l Qr. Gordon did menSion H/ CT'rve sold. 'You m^n 
::?n.iuE the accident when. thel strange m-m fell over ihe 
himi stern -. 1 

h Accidcu e r Alice excretacsl-'It wa* no aeuLdcm/ 

"Whai do you insan^ 

Alice load him, raid him in femes of horror which made 
him believe al firs* that she wha suffering From ihe delu¬ 
sions. ihut Hetty mentioned. 

Then, with the Tull force of his Lniolrlve sense that never 
let him, down, Clivijicnsw she wee speaking The sruth. 

Thus complioetcii things EtceiHc ndemjdy/ he said. 'I rfor/t 
know quire what lo do about it- What were you £»i mr lo 
tl oT 

"[ hndn'r decided/ Alice jinswemdL *You will ihiok chal 
weak of me —cowji rdly^. nod I luppocse in soome ways rhel 
3?t whnl I am, E have hi tv-ays hern afraid of raking the Enili** 
tiv«. I liikve always obeyed ardent 

'When I left here early this mom mg. T fell lh.il eE I 
didn't .:o awziy 1 should po msd, Thai -voman SGwred mc r 
pcH because of any rnj-ury --he mighl do me. hm because 
suddenly ah* ieecued to he the person ideation of bH thsi 
wfts evil/ 

Alice'* voice v. 4us eloquent of her FeeSenji. 

81 1 h-s±l w^tebed h*r ihrough ihe ycart, you «*.. waiche-d 
her d& she c Limbed htgher and higher, making uw nf ihia 
person god lhat and then not only throwing fheftt :iwny 
when die Jisid finished with ihenb but trying, to ijam-ipc 
■hem. lo hurt ahem tf ihe could/ 
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AJkt',4 hands were clasped Kogpih&r urntl the ttiuckte* 
wtTC while. 

"She. haled Anyone- Co kn-oW nnyitiing: ah-nOC ber/ she 
CouIj nuinl. 'IF *±ie. could obJam j favour from anyami, Lh-c. 
would, but she would Soaiiht ihait perils cvuj- aftcraardip 
she would pray for his death. the would go out ui her Wllv 
to do him an injury. 

She rooked at Cirvo with her tired eyes ;ind he under-* 
niiOf-id u EeuIls of wha< she niuEt bfl.ee miersd, 

J Tl fool: me A Inue lime/ she WCrtt Of), 4 lo: begin to Un¬ 
de nst as:, tl the worfcEnRS of Mrs. Haytrofl-fl mind. I saw her 
day after day: % saw her peneroin(y lo choritk-s,. the public 
WitflftaBefi 9hr would do, ihe uht^ut-'S that she Wrote- when 
it iniled her purpose. 

Bul I *aw f too,, her hes-rriMe, anfircdibE-e fnEnnn c^ to Irfc. 
cle people, people who h:id never done- her any harm, but 
who perhaps quilt iftadvclicntly had frame snmrthmg 
About her and had become, in her mind. dangerous/ 

Alice drew a deep breath. Then she said slowly and db;- 
tirtcnCy: 

1 flraat Mr. Wrightoo knew I don'c know, but It must 
biLVe beem something pretty terrible for hi!r Co lake Ibe 
course she did/ 

“But how could ?ihc have had the ctrernfith to push firm 
over the tHUns-lcrs’?' Clive asked. "Therro were- no ntarhs on 
him *> if ht had been subjected lo violenoe or lir- Gordon 
un%3 ihe police would have net deed iL" 

'He mu unconscious/ Hetty f*U*L» fm q^iltc 5we of 
thal/ 

Qiwest IhMiiig. 

'Did anyone sUfijjjaat that it might nor have- been an an- 
5adeni'? p be enquired. 

Then be got co tils feet. 

"Will you wnil here while I go nnd discuss whal hnppcti-ed 
With C3r GondouY He aa b-Avang dinner with M’aJLtO-fl.. I 
won't repeal u> him Anything you have tusa told me until 
you gave Cue permission; 1 }uit waul Co know CK-oCtly what 
occurred yeMcrd-ay evening/ 

Alice qned tuad Clive, after apologising to Mairon, 
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l>r QoJ-dfPfi akihe He only Con readv ICi chaE 

aSii mi chc tragedy i-.f rli»c Jay before, 

I WL-nC Hi «e ch«f dftf chin morning. 4 he '-inJ ‘STic hvt*. 
jLi.^t -:> i JE:i i..3«_- London. A very nice womun, ohvim^ty vtry 
fond of her hu’Jn-iinrj and d&s^heFaifdy -o whitt h^l 

occurred. 

'3 w-CHjIJ h^v c hfOMphe h*er hack w||tl pnlv she pre¬ 
ferred Ll> ■«■.-:i i c til] Lomoriciw. wkn chtrir chkM -Wl will he 
on leave. He has boon -seni lor. .>L CowriCr They arc com-* 
i ng down tcKpethcf." 

'Did she piva :m e^plnoutinn vdiy her lutshaitd afrcs^M 
hiL^e corne here' 1 ’ Clive asked. 

K No, ItOthlng regioniihle/ Dr. Gordon r^pl-cd 'She Raid 
he had mentioned □ TcfEcr Thai ha warned Co diicu^^ wilh 
Mta;. H avion ?nd he h;*d s:ud that his fattrrnjy daitperv 

otf-, Whal he meanl hy lhaL 1 Can - t cmmcvc^ is* (oCT, jok¬ 
ingly as he let! he Raid, 

* a li I don't carta* buck, take care of JWttfMlL old 
Woman. - 

■He hrnS n Vi-eid of dry Kiimem flrppotfliilly., nml h« wife 
ju'-if inugheit, linvin^ no idea that be nuL-.iilt if SeraOtttly.’ 

'And the l-aher?' CUve insisted. 

“Stic only knew there wa* one. .She inferred ihol be 1iVi.-d 
helnjg myi4irrtwi, the iypa of man wft.> pretends to know 
more than hr does. He wns very proud of heinci in the 
Fivnslpi Office and from what I can glitter was rather hfl- 
dinod rn talk sis If he hjid Else ■confidence of she wtlfilti 
Wor Cabjnei, 

'■An.yw^iy, she ccmllrmed ivhaC E airspeeded- fth.il he vjif- 
fcred from heart tiLKuhEn-—£Olrhg op ihfte flights of ntatra 
muii h.ii^e hwn tew much For him." 

Clive shanked Dr, iChordoci ^n-d went H.ick to Alice. She 
3isle=tdd to wfral h-.* had to- L .ay, xheri in her ll5u;J EtcsiUnt 
way she remarked:; 

"ilnjrv musl have >k.-g:l Mimcthinft 3h:it he knew and 
theiKF was a fctlcr,' 

She still*. it airing Into Ehe fire, the Ftnme^ uljli-'hiur on 
her ^prcBncles- and then gnddsnFy shr srarEeuk 

*WhQP was Che qncstrtiTi hi she FetCcr First montioncJ?' 
abe i*5red- 'Old Mrs. Hayrpn know about Unit if 
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4 I cTji n"c know, I AUppOM Hr. Gbrdoai miyhL Ti:ive iflW 
her.' 

h O(5 hjtcl; rind ttSl:,' Alice hcs&etl- Mr Rosa ash 

Dr. Gordon t£ imy-tuae menttmacJ the It tier lo Wn. 1-Su.y- 
ICaR." 

dive dfd -i* he was hid. He found- the ds>ecor in Nfa~ 
fmn5v. shfpng-Tnnm. and pul 1 he question- 

Tm sorry to sound tike the deEcciJvic rn a errme rm v.:-1/ 
hi- Mid, "hue Miss Farley ci very anisiuus lo pieec I he 
eveftes rtf [it'd pit-hi EogL-lber/ 

"Do yOtl thittk the la liuCrerin,!* From dehlsdnns?" Dr. Gor¬ 
don linked. 

Berpfe C live could reply Matron interrupted. 

L 1 chink Thai is niin^cnw, tf you usk me,' ■-■he mecI in her 
firm voice. '1 h.i v-c h-id i i*icjiI deal ro do with Miss Fairley 
Simre we have been hens and I have always round her 
mc'si Te liable. 

'.she It *bv. of course. &m\ :tE tames becomes rnlher flus- 
tefed when teo much ia headed upon her afopuldem hui 
apart from that she i-s a most sensahFe woman 1 

T u^rnce wEr h you/ Clive 'But enn. you. remember 

about Ifw teEier*?" 

Ha spoke Co Dr- Cm: srdu.ru but Hgaiq Matron answered 

twin. 

"I CnFrl Mrg_ Hnyton my*elf/ she; ss*£d. H | qjiw ^irrupht 
from Ehc telephone- ;L>tci both Dr Gordon itrui I had spo¬ 
ken in Mr^. Wriirlilrm- Site wai finding on ebr? landing; aC 
the tup Of the stairs, and »bw I think of it she wa,> j-ysC 
ou rshte hf|s^ Farley's, room. 

'She scarfed wher; .she me and C remember thinkmi? 
rh n i she etnildn'i have heard me coming becatkin I wtu 
wearing n-thber-soted ‘.hoes. 

■“Oh ifs you MatronF‘” -?he exclaimed. 

"I told her th:iC we had rung up the poor mart 1 s wEdn'ur 
ond repealed hef rroiitrlt nboiil her hmhantl fto ine into 
U :iii|tc r. I al\o said chal he had mentioned semelhinc: about 
n ItUCer. Mk Hayion looked upset. 1 lhoup.hl due 

to the shoefc of Mr. W right-on'a death. You don't think it 
was -rmyibang. | i*ad fc du- you, M t Kost'^ 
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“Mnv r leave- ih.iL question for the mcmmnlT Cti w 
fcsk-ud. 'until I have lukem the fcoswer back In Mehe Farley." 

Ele |^i M .neon .i-uj Hr. Ourdon siding cn^r tike flr* mid 
had the idura ilml ■-.wi 2i*ij Jv.* baek Eiimcd they 

would start talfcing about Lum. He fell a violent dbiE&sSe 
(or the whole- ihimg- 

l-Ie I bought of 5 hu man Wri^l-Ucin,. cif whom ihev knew 
wry EiLEle. tyin£ bn the police mocfujLry. of Hetty Eying up™ 
W-nii-K c -it bed in her ftpleodour, of Alice waiting for him id 
front rd the Ere, her fulure_ like hia, prUb I-eolation 3 irec-ause 
pf a tutter wrstlcn by a ni^lneiknl, hllcgr woman who had 
her own life. 

H-c v,cnl drswdein anil gave Alice the in i einmonon he 
h-i-rd revi ved from Matron. 

'I fcnew id" Alice excitedly. "Hion’l you understand? 

It'S obvious whut haptKjsit-d . 'Him- w;i’. .1 k-irtf. a l-rtlcr 
(hat Mn, HnyLofi h.:“.d writftn Mr. Wli^htOn £04 bold df 
iL He h lac km .ailed her and hhc bided him!’ 

She reused, Ibcn cPDhnued slowly as if choosing her 
wrdv 

“She ihoughi her secret would die wjlh him. hul Matron 
brQUp.hr her \l i:: n^mr, tbs* hi* w,f e kns%u ahoui ir 100 , 
Vhcn the Wag mortally afru-i.l. Zshc tuid been afirard of iik, 
ftfrxtid of whm | seen. 

'She w*a aid I more aFrnid of whnl was rh ih-e letter *tnl 
of yet another persun knowing about it And so- she killed 
herself. kiEFed hensdf. it appears titiil-c unnecesvariCy bc- 
CiM-in* if T hud kept sdlenpc no one could ever hnve known." 

Alice Farley EuokoJ at £]IiVc f then slowly and fciiinhr 
les-sEy site- jau^h-cd. 


JB 


All liny Sielln had Cell ih-at aomethmg wsai wnnng!. 

kiv l r 5-nee CTfive lefl her abruptly Che night before to 
ah -w?t the telephone OjEEie hud he cti strange 

Shu aua-we-Ecd quc^Uomi eTtfl-tically Atid ail IhrnuEh 
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Sadia.** treatment chnc morning thtt htid Sheen hruyqiae anti 
ttn responsive to ah^ point of indents 

JSKlla would have likal Er :'i--,fc; her wh'ii wins rh«? mailer, 
Kul snnie pritlt within herself forbade it, or perhup* n wom 
hutaws* OfigW h.Ld m ouEUsimlmv dignrty of her. nwn. a 
dignity which miuie it almost impuuiGlc fur anyotti: to be 
rude or ian|>crlLncnt to her. 

It certainly owed nothing Eo her itpjrtairlflL'tfr—thill wn3 
often Inu^S-iabl-e; il Owed nOlhtfiji CD her position in life, lor 
nci cine was more simple and humble with ttle resign-itEloi) 
of ii s:tint who hue no use fDr earthly pOuiesyiDns. 

Whatever it wjl!j, it wni ■soirielhinji: Very real which im¬ 
pressed eE^Pf on all with whom: Op gi l" cume i n cunt ad. 

Stella found hcrsdF watching the old woman und nsting 
btsr-.elf whm wm this psirlicular qualify in her which enm- 
m:rnded respect and ■emanated from her like a living force, 

Nlier could iniD^ine C_1 u; j i-;- conSroiEinu Crowd*, ruling jl 
nationr she was Eh at type of woman, became Nature had 
endowed her with leadership. 

QoiLe suddenly Stella know the answer to Ti^r question. 

Et was the good in Oggie which commanded attention: 
nut staid, inactive goodness, the Eype emulated by light- 
Pipped spinster* who had never Faced the realm-, ihe cruelty 
or the wonder of life, hut rather the good which is She 
Erne reflection of life itself—giving. li\*ng a ml roving:. 

At hast she could unders-iand a little of Qg^ie d i ffnmcn^ 
couetrif ration, the whole- h c srtod power and passion that 
she gave i<i her work. ond thul she paiientK she treated bc- 
catne p;irt of her^eli because oF th^ living Force sh.l >lrc 
directed lowarris and mco them. 

Stella could fed that force- when she was being mas¬ 
saged. 

ft wza Pike, lying beneath the warm rays of the sun. it 
Heat into her. it drew out ii response despite her every ef¬ 
fort to withstand it. 

Always, after her body had been in eon lace with Oggse 1 * 
hands, she fell more olive* almost by m r^chsc of 

eahilii ration. 

Gfndunlly, after vftmt: lime. the strength of it would 
fade, yet much remained to build her up day hy day, so 
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htirE besides physical health a -*jiirhus3 m^e .and la dn* 
sisa to came alive- 

L l 1r:l si?, if 3 hsirf been dead a Inns Eirncl" Sicll.i said 
DttCC .;I-LT|LlI. 

As -she said the woTif-: Rhe knew that UK7 'Wre 1be 
trtlLh. 

Hhc had K=cn slearf-dqa-d ever since ihc found out thus 

iFLrth JLhaiLt Philip, deaid Ehreu^h thi>SG i&nir yc^ra when 
-he must si CL I be pad asi hii? wife. nausi I akr tier place i n 
Ehe frittering shallow worE4 wilh which ^h^ h;cd I anle in 
comroofi. 

She had 1 1 led a^Lra ftif m jiBeoiLd thru? \hn I morning: is 

EerlmniY flat, 

"Vec now she -jvjti fiwetd to -admit thaE nditnliy only a 
'.-cry *.mn[J pars chT herself haid blos^med bcimih bfcs 
Iove*™™® swpcrftdal W<Ktm, cjeoejc* brought in fru titan by 
di-nricLu! h-^ar. hjivtag few edoEi and very fciLtle sEreugEh [u 
3 -irrvi vt 

' If I h. id I rived Bertram enough,. would 1 have forghKn 
himT 1 *ho staked herself, 

She wil* ftprnid oi The answer heeauie it revealed her 
own ftbaLk-'wnrCrt-E. her own Sack nf depth. 

Oftltie wn- >i> di*fetenlL she w®s ft watn^n rmrJ yet 

cwrylhirtp ahOu" her seemed fuiteljmteitEflL her every 
iEihmil'I'jI, every action eame (rom Che depths, wm honest 
and (rue, 

El was cl i fTi'cnall In lliitlk of frivnlmcR things in conncciiiPTi 
waih Op pie and yet iiilt did not «elude ah esquEslte mum 
of humour. 

SometEtiiea Sleha WOidd fund herself laughing helpU^Hy 
he the trorse^ Otfjfie roid her of the people nr Ihc children 
round alMiMt, atone* of rough Cockney humour whteh t-Put 
begirt r.-> see w,iv pan of Ihe greaincsH eu^I grandeur i>f ihe 
British Jtice., 

Snmelimca would hring her near IO tear* with a 

drecrj pi L-on of -vomu pu.lh.e- tic family flruitslmy: a^uirv-t 
dois-.cer and privnTion. 

Then before ahe could appneciaEe tier picy to the flilE fthe 
would fun. I frtr^lf taujehjnp. ;il some ridacufoo^ Hapc^t of it 
■which Gjpgisr wotdd descrpbe In fwir own inlnalltitile way, 
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"Don't m□ k-j- me lutitTi, i haven 'i wd yet how sniry 1 
pm for them, hi.™ tlFaadfij] it all to tut/ SleSlil said 

ftnte- 

Thcy drm"[ want yonr pity, 1 Ogt£k" *a*d, "any ni^rc than 
!hey wane ■charily„ They wan! justice, the opportunity m 
] j m uikI breathe like human beings, You can't understand 
ihat—why should ymi? Yoi/ve never known any life save 
lJh-tC whi-ch you have viiiwed through n plale-Blii^ window/ 

TTipi’s not my fault," Sknlhi said* tiung by the contempt 
Lri Osgie'n litsl vmrrk. 

Isn't it?" Dggle asked quietly. "You've pm free will, f 

Kupposc, like everyone rise/ 

Wearily Stella bud timed her eyes agulrut further m ^j- 
mcriL: nevertheless she bad felt btuniltLiied ^mdl ashamed. 

It waji I rue, nhc had accepted the life in which she had 
found herself. hardly believing there was jny differed: 1 .. Liny 
oilier in which ..she mighl feel more al home. 

She could sec herself, a pale ghost wandering down the 
yedjs, lei ring m> much pztny her tsy bKHiifit she was foolish 
enough to be afraid. 

That w;l% ihe (nilh. She had h <*nn nfrntd to rebel P to 
revolt, to speak her mind, m be like Oggle leading a clean, 
cleans ine, bwigoralinc crusade. 

a Wc are iwo women/ Stella thought. "The world would 
think shat 1 have everything chat I am important: and yot 
How in^-icjuiScant, how contemptibk Tam beside :0®peH 

^be found afler the find day that there was no reason to 
pretend to herself an in teres I In did woman under whose 
roof she lay. 

She was iotere.s!cd. interested to ihe point of entbrai¬ 
ment. and curious too, hut Oggic would rvn! speak of her¬ 
self See 11 ii tried various ways of ondttng her confidence, 
but always she was disappointed. 

There w‘as some, innate reserve in Oggie beyond which 
it was asnpn^sih]? to penalrate. Thsd nzsvrvm pre v-enicd 
Srclln from speaking about Clive. 

She had a feel mg that Dggie's nnjtiety concerned him; 
%hr longed to know why he hud left ihe evening before 
without Kayrng grMuJ-hyc, It wiis unlike him. for Clrve ■■■■ ,m 
i n variably courteous. 
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"WdS be come today 1 ? 11 Stella bad wondered, 

She wqjt surprised tn "how mu rh ahe we* looking 

farmed neelnt: him. 

11 in been u+c Vm curiam/ ibt ihouehl. 

Bui *!us found herself pom.e over cbe. canwero&fcion ihe?y 
hjid had ihe night before, rehearsing: an-nlher in which ahe 
eO til'd rspres? lice view 1 !, prevail upon btm, rmiyl^e, lo de- 
eide he* fultsre. 

'Hi‘h feared I am whh m^clt, 1 dsc said a?oud lllldeillf, 
A3 Op pie w*s tmiring amiy her luncheon trr«.y. 

'Af& you V Vm not turprtra!." Ogjtdc $ai=d r Tlwre'iJ little 
enough yaw have io hr imeneuei! in,* 

She. walked out of the room and shm ibe door sharply 
behind be4\ 

Scrli.i snstto-nh bus il w^h ran cflVrft. Il wfan like Opgrie to 
hr ho bluni: SteEla knew her opinkiu of a >oci;d csmieHec 
and. of the people who led: Lt, 

Sielii tell IcincEy. Ah nhe had H-ud In Clive, Tilts, hanemfl 
beiwdst eurth nnd siiy w^s act unenviable tKSiitlcm 

Whit wapiti happen alter The watf? .1 c would become 
at women like herrelf? Could the w^iffc? ShnulcJ site? And 
If sbe did r whal all 

And y-et tsadn’l Cttve *iird that there rn«M be ■ pEuco far 
her in the new world'? 

Wearily Use question* aaked Ihemuclvr* over and over in 
Ti*t mind. Pfctupca from the pa*i nitit a-ack so renml h*r. 
met&ftHta of the prcal. p^rtteap held nt hfaraden H&um :-nd 
Ln Philip"* I-ondcio residence. 

Of ahe hills shey bftd paid for ibe luxwjiniu*. pur-tyf-ae*- 
son food, for the- hands which hail cost hundreds of 
poactUK for the cfcnhrs ^he had chosen for herself ml smn* 
which would: have supported Oggic J t paiusnti for ibtir 
who ft? TNts. 

Ai=d with H hll =.h-c had bad no pleasure? oiit of il, 

Some VI£' cho*e parties. Stella fell, had been Ibc hysteri¬ 
cal swan song of a dying- era_ 

Tbey di1«d IKlt fa« llw rambling Of Ihe cifrftnric stnrm 
Bothering avrr Europe s*td Av-, : —the ltumrng cf thiz C'i?r 
mnJa &cteh*U&—the mvr&flirm of AhySSfcni*—the m-jnebinj: 




of Blackshirt?! and EI r owe shirts—the steps which led to 
Munich Sind beyond. 

Hdw could mayo no have been fooEin-h J*s to Fgnore ihc 
aigng r [he portent*, ihc wrfting on die wall? 

Yet they had gooe cm dtindfig, eating, drinking and lov¬ 
ing—each person, iC seemed lo Slelln, ptt«*tVMr(E by hii■-. or 
"her personal greed., each uonleni lo hold lighlly LO the -^lo- 
gan "Let"a Jauph And ho merry fur tomorrow we die . 1 

And tomorrow had cornel 

Stc]Sa i benight of thu horrors which had come to Europe 
wbh ihi? daWn of that EpOLOrfrow^ 

Ibuia;. wiiicii *he hud known so well, under the beet of 
the N'iliJ slorm troopers; 3he mimma of the South of 
France hrCLS thing Le^£ fra^rnnC-e OVef pmSOurni Cars and 
camoudaged tanks: the lovely, quid coast of Brittany built 
over and fortified hy the invaders. 

So many piaces sh« had know n brutalised and mine:!, sso 
marry people she had known lost ot re main mg. only u 
manar, weth ibov- tef? bereAvcd. 

War such as had never been kno^n before tn the hio* 
lory of mankind, a Wiir of gh.iiiiEy devastation and desola¬ 
tion, but one which people ltkc Office and Cli-ve believed 
would bring in :l new world-—a world very different from 
the old otic. 

She wondered if they were right imd fdt on Co again an 
filter lonfmew: swe^p over her 

She fell as if . i dw was I he only person outside it all. n 
stranger In Li land so Grunge Shut [here wna no familiar 
landmark she could recoepihkc as her own. 

Hie alrc-mPon was passing slowly. 

More ill an i 1 nee Skella looted at ihe clock, hoping that 
there would he some «scu»fl: for 0 ™yiu: to COmc in. for 
I-i if a to brines coals for ibe fire, lo pull the curtain& and 
shut mit the twilight. 

But Jt was only her mind ihat moved quickly, ihe hours 
went Slowly eatnjpb; :trid |hen suddenly when vhe felt she 
cmdd hear it no longer, could be no longer alone with her 
thoughts,, her own unhappiness, there came u knock, al the 
don-r, 

'Come in/ hFk cried fitgeriv. 
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It wits ClSve^. 

Shi- was ill gjlad d-p we Jiim rbr<1 lire m^de no attempt 1o 
h:-Jc iii- r pIcnNlPiCn For 1 hd first time -hr bcid *UI her hundi 
ffpi&nl imenuftly. , 

She- was twargf insfiuidy ihjn sumcthlOE ww wTtvns' *he 
could nut fin l; ft nunc cu Fu bui j* be naked after luff 
henllh she felt her heart begin* re? bcaL 

Whui could have hupps ihi&? What ws* live matter? 

Why did dive le**k ^ there was no word for whnt 
she wenc^d Id say: he locked tired., tnal no mo?e Ihnn 
usual’ he Itwkti! serious. but then he iubiiuylly did , _ , he 
look eil —wa* d pa w-ji Etac right word!? 

Then while she searched for her own Lbcm-gblte. h* 
inovsj sutto^-S the mnni eo tfsmJ -in from c*f the. fireplace* 
bin hands detrp in hia ttntHcr pnebet*. 

Tve got sorrHrthmg do lell you . 4 he -siud obnificSy, 

Suddenly £le|L& round liie word fur which the ioup£-t_ 

I j ip looked Cerium, a little bey left oul an I h c- coLd Quite 
unc*peeredly site fell h-or heart go out (O him in pity and. 
in tends me* a. 

She saw him no lunger ha the eCCbdeiil,, faimous .mficon, 
ih^- njfhles^ heeler who hnd fn»need her hack In fife OBasnst 
her desire*: initcnd .-lie s.iw him as a man in trouble, a fit- 
tEfc buy who w.n h ;i If afraid and yet whe-vc COUtaifi would 
not Set him down. 

r Huw his. mother must ba-vc loved hem/ she tbcughi sud¬ 
denly. 

In- 'A 11 :i s;K ll came rn her ihnf she had always* lunged for 
a. child of her own. She bed not known until Uial momesiE. 
she iaehe had af*rayi been wi"[hln her. 

"If 1 had a child/ she thought, L ! should rmt he asking 
what part T hud to pley in the new- world—1 should kno w, 
fvfy work WCuId be there, crculrng a entire n of the Future, 
giving him a better chance, & better outlook Hum 1 httve 
myself/ 

Jus* for n nsOrn-sml -.he inw llvr sop die might have bad. 
wbcam s-he sail! puight iavt, * little hoy whh hi* i^- *ruct 
forward defiantly, his hand* deep bi Jus trouser 

pCHL'kclA. . .. . 

h W!wE i .1 the mJUlMtf she ulked i f md fientil her own 
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Voice, quiet nml catm. speaking above line tumult, the 
bum' of her EhoiighiSr 

"fkimclhhlf rather B-c-mblu hzm happenedCT1 Lve replied. 
"I donl know quite bow to tell vein ah-Wt ii und ycl i pin-it 
because yau yourself sire involved * 

- Wby should ho mind Ibis sn rrtticfoT Stclhi ihoiiptil;, “I it 
of ui &T 

"3 Hsrm only regret* Clive was spying, r th:iE your name 
should ever have been dragged into what at ih-e very best 
m«*r he an ufib^voury bwincaa. 1 cum only report with li 3] 
mv benn Ehal I ever sent yem even for those. few days to 
TreciEon Park. 1 

'Trenton Park?" ■SEcTIa qiiesttorrerd. 'Ybti menu something 
ha? happened itier i e- l that Mrs* Haytcm bias made imulakT 

"Mrs.. BaytTO is dead." 

Clive- F^poke sternly, a* if for a enoment he sat in the 
seat of JuNicVi nnd them he went on to tell S-Ccll.-k every¬ 
thing, cverylhing, that is, 50 fur asr the wa y concerned. 

He and Alice had -tsl ]ute the pervious niphs Eitlkinfr ns 
tea what they should da s-baul the truth of Vernon 
Writ-hion"s death. Finally (hey had come to u dedsiftcu 
They had decided to say Dolhing, 

Hetty was dead, ^he had died as an act of rrparn(j<m 
for (he sin she hud comumiEted. 

It vuEts only Alice who fcotw ihr truth, Mid tf there was 
a RcnsRtconal murder cicse, (he rcveialion of what hml re¬ 
curred could hurt and [tijuie only Alice, ami not the 
woman. w ho had escaped by admmbftcri rig: iusissee wish her 
own hiicbcj, 

Whnt would be rbc pcrlnf? Clive rtrjTu^d. mid A][«■ had 
been aniy too tbtittkfnl to have, if n-cdiing e3se. a breathing 
Space for Ehc moment. 

She w&r a muss of nerves and Clive had advised her to 
stay quitcHy at Trenton Park, 10 tkly up che jjflair* of the 
household mod the hospital. 

He knew that (he familiar faskn would keep her busy. 

He hoped ihiu Hatty had hod ihts ^ond ^ensi- to thrive 
Alicfi -^ijncEhrflp in her will* 

If &be had not, he had every Imeniicm of seeing the so lie- 
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Iron, of dc.in.D- wh-at hr could Co get Her mt Ireict n hast 
recoup M ion for chre ypnrs sHe-hsid spent Hi Hetty + s service, 

He also meant To bi-son llomc very ImcibTy iHnt HeC(y !, s 
hivl aeCacm would Jhiwe Alice in a prrcarii-iUK position jla 
reg^nls cmpkip»nL 

Th-sre was f,ti]1 some tKipe lhat the wHnlc- Tetter w«njl I 
HOC He -puhhpJicd m (he pjpe3^_ but the Cnioncr'^ Cfruft 
would be- a pubEio one and the newspapers would not mm 
auch a pu-icy piece of scandal, 

Alrcsdy L>ne Pf Lhre Ecr^an mfcifil hiwa ratlied. Tn TTh* 
Cnrly cdicri.ni- <1 f The evening pwipcru rbere were reference* 
Co the JetLer whaeh bed been left by Hetiy** bedside. 

El only a ituestion of Came, Ol^C tbougbl. before the 

whole i^orv w :cf reveidErf to iH-e public-. 

He p^ve Stella a copy of che letter Ap He wni^c-d,. 
W:>Cchin« tier i-spresMora da she read r f. He Ih^iugCtC hfa-w 
much licttex she looked flince ih& had come here to OggtE. 

Them was a fuinl nnn.lraJ dolour in her cheeks. Pitd her 
eyes wcic bright aiaj shining 

Thera was indeed Swale lo remind H-i-m of the womuji 
who bad cried to die before and after had operand 
upon Her, or indeed or ihu wruiiam He had caw tad ca the 
lliLj r ca w of a famous Xondott hnn-.c 

How well he-Could rcnLcm Her th.il tvomrtn. 

He m&s Fectln^ nau^sied apil an pry at wlnl he had ca- 
Cuunlcr^J upstairs mad Cbcn On Ihe laodio^ be had come 
face lo fnocwiBh Sir Philip MarsdcnA wile. 

She ia--j 3 IsKbkift^. iimaidnaly beautiful. hut her beauty 

wa< tHie which had lirde apped for him at the Am glance. 

He wtl.= re-pitlsed, by the soph i-s!i cat etf eEcEaure Ol h^r 
ikEn-hjzfiT Hack satin diefla, by the- absurd faill-hiy of Ihc 
b;*l whiuh nhc wore, by Ihe daflmopd hnicrlcfi which 
bound her arms uud found an echo -■■: Her chroiiC .u'u£ ui 
H-sr ears. 

‘The hcFl -di revved wocOjui in Society 1 —tflld w'aL-t how the 
pn.|3tT5 de^urzfcnecf her. 

Then ils he bsid tu her, meaning eo rEbufce her 

for lire ncetcci of Ivor dofl>. he saw' the pain in her eyes, he 
iitw a woman *ufFcrinjj and humiliated, -and the pity of Et 
lc ft him *pcce£Ucsw- 
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There was nothin# lie oniid uiy. nothing he could d o u 
hi,I he had gone JfcWay thinking of lbs Jiftony he llJid teen 
fiuiild ^ueh pompous. ^pteodour. 

A wem-nn uufTering! lie wondered now-- If this letter 
wrtLttJ make her julfcr m he wai iurlerinj*. 

Stella held it cure So him and s\ he l Lint al from her he 
FeidLHeJ thut *>noe a_g.iiin u gFG4it change hud come aver 
her. 

She lean! b#ck. warily, the momentary animation which 
he had surprised in her when he arrived wju gone, instead 
ahf eaid dully: 

""I'here Ls nothing we enn do Eo prevent this befit# pub¬ 
lished, I suppose? 11 

h a have taken the matter up with my solicitors/ CHvc re- 
plied. h nnd 1 "have also becti In communicHtion with the 
Medical COunicfE, 3 will n?t your solicitors, too, if you 
iliinlc they c.ua help in any way. 1 

“J should Imagine it Is unlikely—ihc law will take its 
course/ Stella said. 'You have no other mjggesEion*?' 1 

There was m coldness in her voice, gometh i clae. too, 
whkh Aetmcd to Clive like contempt and which .dung him, 

Tm afraid not-.' 1 he Raid- 

Then ax he folded the letter and re placed it in hi* 
pocket he added; 

■h^Tny | *ay once again how sorry I am that you should 
have hien Involved in this?" 

l ft is very unfortunate/ Stella naid* 

There Was a finality in her tone which lotd Clive as 
surely as if she spoke aloud thai nhc LiigniiSRed him_ 

He went towards the door. As he reached it he kinked 
back. 

L 1 will keep you informed of whnt happens." 

Thank you," 

Fler (one ww ns. dHtenl jm if she spoke to n servant 
Clive shut the door quietly behind him, 

Scell-n. lay very slitt. Now al hurt the early winter twilight 
was he ginning io fall, the coals shilled iltejnselv^ In the 
grate, otherwise ihere w*ls no sound. 

After a lofij£ While the dt>nr opened slid Ocame in. 
She puilod rjj.- curtain a aud switched on the lights 
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H A re you vafsdy fat your rmT <l?c asked. 

Stoll n. rauld i cSl by hor todc Ih-il she up^l. evrn 

more upset than the tuid btien this itinirblnir. 

' Yes., p !-in tic.’ >Jjt wened., "hup.1 l'iu J have the eyenmg 
papers? 1 

‘WbaJ to rT Qilrn: Asked- 

"1 u-Ji-nt So lend Hu; ehurmin£ thing* they wiLL stay bIhjiiI 
Mf' HrtVfCiEi/ 

‘Mrt. 1-in.yEon I* Oggic's, whole bulk quivered wiQi nfcgu. 
E lr rtiut woman wa* alive rd vhraagfc her wibli my own 
ftzindji. Hmi she iheuld iJ-str-c Ed iry ,imJ ruin a man whose 

who-lc 11Ee him bec-u otLe of service Eo osIjcjs— 

“Sho, wa$ n uj^:Ics=i paaM^it-e, .a 5-acaal dim her whost 1 only 
achie ^eflinnl an. hEe hah been, to £ _ ain n-uUnricCy by f£editii£ 
lho*e who wilj «1 and drink anywhere long ei ft is 
free— yei sho c;tn tL&nj&gw _Lud dflfmme a good jmm h a mo 
like Chvq Kg^l h 

KSeHn smtled cynically, 

■PiKir Ogsti?!" hbe *aid, ’L>o you really 3w(LtVi$ tis.it there 
iue good nwtt‘i r is yoy cto. you jjs very e^ily misled. AH 
men. are the same, itiL men fail when 3 wonun beckCma." 

Siell-i hitietSy. her voice rising. 

"The la Eo her own horn?! -.be Kiaund ihut *ihe W4i;« wj.cj> 
axigj the tears ptltirmg i.meoEnrtriljibly etoeri her ey^o. 
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I.i^a brfnas?ha In Ste 11 i"$( breakfast and put it dLiwn - itenlly. 
Stic rmide -nes noctnd bin j^iepr trnsn the. run-in like a wound¬ 
ed .LnJmnl- 

Steliii cduJd by her *wo]len Ihsc .^he hsd benrj 

crymg arud she dchaled wjlhen hL-rscir wh-pshe-T io *3k Ehe 
cElilJ Vrhibl wits I he matter. 

Later Lhwi returned wjih rhe momitlg papers, She pul 
Ih.-rii down iLS w:« her chalottl beside StaJlik* then named It? 
it?. 



T-. nnylhinir rhe mBllcff SlcUik asked RcnlLy. H*vc you 
bad frittf fww<T 

Llta fliiCKib her head dumbly iund slipped ostt of (he 
room, 

'Whiil Li (he matlcf w'ah her T Stella wandered. 'HcJ 
Opgic hecu &ngey with hcrT 1 

Stnc, pitted up the Daily Exprzs.^ opetwd it- *cu! fsomt 
th u ttnusion for lica'a lesirt. There a picture of H'-Lly 

tn hen Court J zm\± on Ihc front pflfit; above it & caption i3e 
I;if£c print aab4: 

DRAMATIC DISCLOSURES AT INQUEST ON SO 
C 1 ETY HOST ESS/ 

Stella rtiid on. The inter to Clive in ■which the be nolf 
wit mentioned w-aji pruned in fy|E; the Coroner^ £onae- 
eautflc CCmnKntH were given promincnc*. 

When vhe Ti hlI Emisbed reading ihfe report ul Ihc 
J/jpratf, -the took u.p die oilier pa pert. AES of them h;s,J 
soiirtEhing io say Eri -■ nwre or ]*m itntbEJDDal degree re- 
girding the tnqutsL 

E-Lovs-. ■■ ea much notoriety Hetly had obtained in her lif-C- 
tlmc r in death she had teflamly Achieved the prominence 
she loved. 

Her iaj^nny jewsl^ and the (wm?t Si Tr union P:*rk 
were described in detail: her ras to fame soon after she 
nrrived in J^ji^rimd^ ibe amarin^ partica she had j^vtn and 
the ieoportam people who h;nJ amended them were -ail 
cBfderf, all *et do^n for the ddectalion of & public which 
fetds on thrills and scandal. 

Slowly :%lc|la rend every word reg?rdle*v of th-r fad that 
her break fa^t gni-w -tol-d. 

One of the pn |i-:.; r ■• gave a nClUTt of Clive find a sh-nrE 
paragraph described him as famous stFrgeoD* mentiontn^ 
the names of well-known people whom he had aitcndoi Fn 
the paj-lt fwo or three 1 years. Her nmne anion^l them. 

Sibe looked at the phoioftraph. 

The camera hud caught th-r sharp line of Clive- ]aw, 
(he breadth Of Lu>. HAiomEd-crx, nnd he looted very itnlike Ih^. 
average donor—a. homdsoine man who tui^hi »sEEy cap¬ 
tivate i jjiitFy, f ri voioiii heurL 

'All men are the Earner 
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Sr:£ he,if :1 he i voice, ■' r^cLe 1 •• res-= ion o r atj- 

J^t, teh the h^C leafs bhrtdiiSg b=C. 

“Why did 5 cry'? 1 ph-e wondered now, and knew if sh-£ 
wrta imlBful. it wiks because ye* one mure idol lnni 
etched 

She bad believed in Cit^e. 'VHl- hnd begun to rnly ran hi*. 
*Ercn£lb_ Ob i he roelc-bfcsi quality of hut c|ur^^ nod 

now hrt*. i*X> K h .I J failed her. 

Bka all 1 h L |- utfrer men 3he byed tonawn was weak* 
ibotish i«-nd unn«blc Jo resist Icmpla'fem. 

Shi. 1 had beh-tved Khn cHfiferam wh y h- ^ml d nol sj=v 
sxcepi thm 2>e did not re-setnhlc in any w-sy ciihci of the 
rrRn she hii J k nown so rnti m-aLety in Che pajj. 

Ki c ■ i ^L-fi I s ■- s 11 : - -■ ■-: ^I •: -1 lu- rutfiate fs c m him, she L ^- 

llewed ihad he h-jd Indeed deditA Ded. hitittelf Co hii eare-er* 
to ihv healing and saving of others. 

Bui she hod been miilaicen—foot Thai >he wail —and 
she laughed haiterLy as- she Ebotight how Philip would have 
sneered ill her. 

He had warned her ostee about Hgrlr,am and ahe bad 
vm headed hist wnrrtmgr How h^ht ha hfrtl feesnl 

’Never CKpec-l from people more thaja they ilTc- capable 

o-f jrivi ng.* 

rb.a was what he h^sl A;scd and y*i had cr^nc i«i ex¬ 
pecting ro tmd gE-dd am^ng Che dros*. 

Hu# vain, hew idioEtc.. In imagine Thai ibe wouSd bn 
more: KucCevffu! Ih^n cs|htr people had l^enf 

A.I1 ihe w.imen ^the h.nl known had sooner or i&ctr he- 
w^iCtd the- urtfacthfiilnc-ss. of their men, had aOmclhiri^ of 
whjch -o corn pi sin. for which Co s^ek the sympathy of 
their kind. 

Wi;tP r should have iausht Her ft legion—never, 

never in expect anyttudg from mrn save w-ac. hurry and h y- 
■poC risy« 

Ti W.v-V Cht: WiLtideriu^ ur; H Aict f^-ney. of course, rhe re- 

.'-i: - r.. i ili.nJ now., which had rn^uJiT I in l.rui3 cmd! believe Ln 
CJlve. 

Didn't t|H>y always say th^l Etwo when They were ill 
clunp an sheir nurto? S^ime?aiaae-s Ihvy were even fools 
rjituijyth Co many the w ! omen who hed jUcrrded U>ccii 
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itirouiEh their illness or who had sodfied their 
cencp- 

Weir r upp-annaHy ^.lmefl also lacked common -.*ni*ie. 

Sick m body thev erun.£ in- their doctor. Lau^Hc To 
ifiinfc o| jE—Chal iht. StelSIa Ml/d'cn, whe* had been 
l.hiicih[ jbo jn-Finy hard IcSSCm? in t*er life. should hauu be^un 
Teir FieJacvis in ihe ftategrtfy and Hr- honesty of si stranper 
simply tecmis^ he had the power io heal her. 

Stella looted down ill Hett^ pielur&c] on (he pa- 

pcr. 

Thu wumiin wjus jctocE- looking, shcrc w.-js. no denyins 
thal, bur she Forked lor ;MF her prruinc ^ jlS-hfcd i'nH 
h:irrl Mels- wng opt the ciprt:s.sio]i pi 1 a pmciam, loving 
■woman. 

There wfn a Ees<x a, look of irfurnph on ahsil pielurcnJ f--roe. 
The photographer h^d nduai tt^Uy when she hud good 
reason to fee-1 triumph aol. 

Shr h.iLl just heco presented at the Conn of £r, InmesX 
hjL-d made her eurLsy in Ihe HrilF^h. Ktnp !tRd Queco- 

Ai thai mameiii she had inched the Mecca of *M .good 
Arncnejins ■ivhoj the cynical aver. iio to Paris when ihey 
d-c- bul who fbid Paradise its they walk up cht !^d ca.rpcEa 
£ii Buckingham PaEaee, 

That ads the rent came for Hfltiy's air of triumph, hut 
to Stelln Ie W4m rs if the dead woman I njkerJ haek aI her 
ficicn Che newspaper with a challenge which was personal. 

Tv c wooP she aeeme<f to say, and Siclla loond a hidden 
■Rearing for (taut assertion wilhin her own heart. 

Vos, Hotly had won — In her dciih she became the cock 
cph5 ror« 

Siclla. run unw-ffttng foe. was defeated routed. Her 
lane idol wfis Ibftlered, an idol orccied slowly and wiLh 
ETcaS ihlFjcuii V wuhan her Imply. desolate Pwatf. 

Clive wLl* Heiiy h s chosen man—her bqlQf tfgd— -pcih^tw 
her lovor. Stella shrank from the thought. 

Thfc future seeiTied to her one Pf title r hlacknc^i ami 
Itlbe-ry. 

■She tried to think of nnc friun-d, even one person whnm 
She could love iind trsrst—hut she cotiid Ellin fc of no one. 
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Ogsric- came in l-sSer in alienee and torv-k ansray rhe break Fn-*t 
tray and thci? starred 5telf3t’« treftlmvn'. 

All the- rsmt she Worked, her brow* were knilled 10+ 
gptheir d-nrfcly und her mottlh wan fipjblcncd omim » 
SleELa fL-li :-h if she sy mpnih y anH ih-n healing j?owet which 
Usually radmf-eil from her were mi^Enp. 

She Ei^nelf Wfl-s unr*4pnftfiive Is st'415 -K<i if nrnhrr of rba 
women luned in T-0 Ctie ocher and Ih-e vihfnlinm which 
flowed IrwixveL-ei Efrem wfii't discrirdniiT 

ATicr .1 rLinelh-o sflcnoC: was bE^Mm by casual refi&£rkl, 

“STiJ 1 - ’ipQku o i nbe ss, iihvr. of wli.n S!l1I:i wo«W have 
f<-r lun.-hmi. :=nd yes bsnh of item ■^■er* w-cM ^ r«i rhe 
newspaper* lying at Lh-e Snot o-f Ehc "bed and of xvhut Ltw±y 
oom-rined 

The day paRSttl sfrvwly, *t> slowly IflflF ir *retnied To Scclto 

ft* If c^ch Eielt of ihe c!l>c4c Was an etemiEy of firriLv 

She L-ald herself l-fr^c ‘her mind wg$ preoccupied wiiTl 
other lhanps. din she rmvst fifewe So ibmt of Clive or Lbe 
mes-s in which he had involved himscll: fcw* her mind re- 
fused ro flhey her. 

Over and over ngain slic picked up th£- newspaper*. tn 
re^if fhtstL S%wn she could hayen&pe&fced every paragraph 
by heart. 

Once 'he reflicFirib^ritd Philip radEnjyi ftom&Ehmg Fftlmlv 
dfspuragprii* about hjnrsc'f In one of Ihe nswapapers and 
thnowtntf if down o. ilh :■ Irmgfr Slclla hnd Keen indifrnftTll. 

11 Wn* in the ^f=.r months n Ftc r her m->rn££c when, im- 
nwkiJicjKd Ui iht Efuih. -si ill Env^.1 hLm. jrui when w^i- 

scevrr concerned him concerned her alsn. 

l Hi-.tv c m thc> say ^j;ch thinR^?" she died hnlfy. L Howr 

tfarc rhtyS' 

“Whv iho-ijldnl fhfiy'T Philip replied "They have CO veil 
Ebc paper a=iLt .1 la £hv.£y£ essicr lu amuse the pubf-ic ssj4h 
■‘■‘the er.il men do" ih-in in Ficije sheen with the .flood-/ 

“Why %f!; lii1lI he SccISh asked wuiaderiFt&Iy. 

■ lici-a i fsc evecy man ;iiid ‘woman : L Plums** -u Tre^irf* 
We Ibxe Tii aaiv ^'Thanl: Cod 3 .ieti nol olhfer men"', and 
ivl- c-nly pit LbaC salisf^ctEoh v-hen ^-iTnctiody al$c i^- found 
miL h 



•Wc sfinalld he sorry/ SlolFa eH.oE&IrfteftL ‘Asre wc rafdEy 
Mach hnJlc£?' 

■Ncm liratcV Philip 'hm not very ^rivilbnl ha ye*. 

|lon"f veuf rtl-u-l^e sh:tt all hurnoriT is based Oil sadism? 
Ru;J(l Ih<- comic paper*.. Iifl£n CO [he joki^ ill miiffic h.ill r 
nml yivii will fLn-i.l we tall£h At another Cool's rFLi-Ta[-tHfi-c5, r 
Bm noi for :i moment do wir forest locry .iboul our own-" 

li wjjj5 ifu-e, Stella ihoik^hl now, che woHd liked mb for¬ 
tune. 

If Hotly had dierf :md 3c Fl all her m i 11 i CHIs Id ft hospital. 

I here wC-tifd h-ive Keen a few shore lines i*f ohaliiAxy and 
IhcEi she uroulrt have been forgotten. 

By implicaaing other people in her deiziTl, by .Ivihg scn- 
Millonan> and hbcrn>ly P -;he was front news, a nine 

day*' woFVdqr, 

.SlcELa : n i ild i-magifte ihu articles (h;ir would appear in 
the ^Lthdiiy- n?wipapers. Article:! which would, invite £«;m- 
Eroveray. 

r Sho.i|.| Those About Eo I>ifr T<dl rhe Truth? 1 

Ts :i .Social F.i-Te SpLrrhia] Suicide?* 

'Arc Letters the Best Farewell 1 '' 

And lhere Would be more pholugrnpits of HcETy. morn 
phORJErupit* of C3ive r ajW lieslJy photograph* of Hm r-=^lf , 

Whhoiil ficLLBnlly saying so, lho newspapers -were making 
at obvious that she mid Hetty wme riv/ds for Clive. 

H was \haz sujrl of irian^ls rh.u the public enjevved- tw^o 
fteaiiiirul- Wealthy and nOTcirioui women vying with ea-th 
eih-er Tor iFk: Scottish bay who bnd risen from penury to 
become s, famous iuT iioon. 

Two women ita love, and one- had died because of chat 
Idvc. 

Slclhi 1 bought af Clive arid wondered' iff he wouM hn 
&ri|j-\ now chm he h; l«.I riot let her Hio in the fn£tory f wheel 
they bud brou^hl bur ri> him iiru.iLicd and bleeding from 
hcdeiirh mi overturned nmchiitn. 
had forced her to live. 

She remembered five jih^stly piiim the npony of creeping 
h:iek h" r C0UsCt0U*B£s* after I ho cipcmtsuri, ihc hormr in 
IKF own mind when sh-u hud rta-Ffsud ihul she could. not es* 
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cape, ihat her mi&ETy* her km ell ness, her sens* of defe^ 

W-r-Tt S-tiH Vith hfrTr 

Clive- in her live h nd calkd fmnh an jp.Vfijli rttsho 

on Illh: o™ hand, Pttthips ihcr* Was justice in 14 .1 Just 
retribution, 

£lcha found no relief from her Oflm thoughts. 

She- Opened a took. btlt ifter hotdm^ it in Ur*ni of her 
fur nfcfrrty II quarter Ql an lK>ur found she had ij-dC rend ft 
single word. 

Siic lou-ked -aE the clod:, lay for a, Few mmutq then 

hooked again. Would Ihc day never pass? 

She found bendf rbstemng ;md t^uke suddenly knew for 
whom thri was IrHening—lor CtsVe. Would he vital hex LG- 
day r lixid if not today. tomorrow or the day litter? 

She wanted CO him_ sin 1 ad m i? 1 1: d ihnl to h-arself- 

TX’spile everything. ejnspke the contempt she kLi, toe him* 
she wanted eo see- him, 

A lt is because- I can tell him what 1 Lhink/ she though^ 
arid kn^w Eliul to th* p*iSt th^re fc h±id bMH pf eshdi- 

*ra.tLoti and e-K LzUurncnl aci fencing wilh him 

ESnr supposing he didc-'i come? She h;.d irut-dt if cJi^r 
«£nn-ugh, W-hcd be had to 2d her about die EetSei\ wbitE sb-S 
■It 1 LI. I fell. 

She could reinc-m ti*r the iey tEtara* das; coldness hur 
voice, b:trd :md bitcer as it bund hwi so often its those long, 
yesn after she had learnt abemt 3 J h=tlp. 

She had never been idtfk so contral ihe iemte cm' her 
vuice so i hat they did nm eftpnes* her inn-qrmost thought*. 
She had tried,, fur p.he reaJiicd eh^il l hey betrayed bet. [tuvi 
hor away whim <hc most wrshed hy fr-i-r reserve in mystify 
the ■nuLsid'c wortdl. 

She hned <mjoJP5d i-b She p**t bearing pei-pCe *.pe^k of her 
a* an eni^rrift. 

Onee in a cloakroom she had heard two y-juit£ gulB dis- 
sussing her- daughters of women she ofw ejiienained, 

’‘■She's- lovely/ one of them Kidd, '1 wish I h?id ii 
Itilfe ticrv.“ 

'And a face Son-,’’ the other added with a. Iznicij "Bhl 
shu’# M nange. :liouch; L don'r think she jjcSs much, fun out 
of life/ 
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'Oh hm she TflUslV the fir se efleTnimad wilh jprlfrb cmhn- 
s|:,.iin “I "Kink of owning Marxian 1-3«- i ‘ Anti hr.r d-olhrcil 
] ifcmufjhi I should tile wiih envy when I s*w hej in dial 
chinchilla Cupe Ihe other night/ 

Tks you fcncnv whut Johnnie enSSti btf?' eIi« : other girl 
ir-ked, 5ieha. listening behind a cohce:diiLe mirmr. 
d-jTcd who Johnnie mighc be. 

‘No. what does he e-i33 hetT 

‘He radb her "the Ickt-c” -md the olher day he taiti -me 
Was otte t ?r those women which evtn the- frrro cH bell 
CduIlJii' 1 raett.' 

StcLEn tuiLf remembered Wfti> Johnnie wji* hy POTV-- -a* 

Impelnoti* y olii i e mun -n the Hou&chnJd Cavilry who had 
pursued Jiirs al every party in the I-:i-nI &[x u treks. 

B Ohp 1 don't hetsevc e Word oE wha( Johnnie a-ftys, S 
think Lady M-iFVlcn\ lovely ;md t bet ahe has .1 lovely 
lime. |e just rf mtes her aLl fh& more c editing ami gjamu- 
funis to be n btr siand-el-fidi. I wish 1 could hthivc 1 LV_c= 
thui. Instead oJ which if I like someone 3 it^l Sling myself 
je them. I c&rTf h^lp it. 3 try not i o, hui 1 gel so etched * 
‘You'll lid vc ip take Ica-vnn^ 3rom the Eeicle., my dear/ 
They bmh gi ^jjJed and before they saw her 5>ldli± had 
fLon-e iiwny, aumsed and not displeased -it what shir, bad 
bend. 

Thank GckL nobody did Ifnnw ipf the Scclings anil emo¬ 
tions rhai ha tiled ami clktobbed uodir .a cold e^ierforl 

WetL, s h<* supposed her repairnion would. stand lier in 
Itood Stead ip I he f ulLire: she wmild need to he cnajJmifcticJli 
if yhe was to hold her head high despite j 33 the Ehan^ ilun 
woLild he said about her now, 

'So chili's when Stella b^n op to all (hi? 

time.' *5hc could hear her aopuaiplarices «-niggenn^ HOd 
gHgpUnp. 'My dear, and w Q IhOuj-hL she was so dll' 

‘Of count hc'ii gootl-loo^Ep^ hm only u doctor, Surety 
that's a hi! of a eome-clov-n nfi-cr PbilipT* 

'Up you think die meant lO mair- 1 firm? And Hetty 
Huyton,. of all people. Fancy ewn considering u m.ui who 
had Insert tier'*!’ 

Stella could hear it all. bear, Too, the comparisons ihai 
Would he rnjidc bcjwccn herself anil Hetty. 




'SEe3la"s ymanger. tun sb-s always seemed to me w cold 
«iu3 frippd Except, of uOMrsc. Me heard sUjrics about her 
Bud "BcTlTsirn A nrL5.tronit. T 

Hcwy i pftrtiex were fswi aund StcllfL^ WBfT 5 often like 
morjjHij^.-c.. Hetty nt F*:ust had w^cotue u-n Lhc tofu tor all 
LVnd- suntlr} 1 , bat S^ellj wsss- 50 -l- hnosey 1 " 

'Oli <*-*:]]„ xhe"* not been s* pirftteular where Ebb fellow 

HJflJt COftpemcd !" 

At. parties, at cncViai! bar^ ratal ram is sod ratiteefVR, 
wherever two or three nr Bhe people she had k nown be¬ 
fore were nucbensd logether, the eeusvTefs^iHoti Intvilably 
w^tihf take the iamu cotir^—Slcila iLAd HcEty aUidl Clive 

Two* women and a man! flow ridEculcmA—a grioi which 
furs been hE^ed Caver and aver a^.iin by every ii'piiirg 
dramat^ hv every ambitions nopvettet I Two women *j*d j, 
HW-n-and she wm one of the women. 

Smlla =re&cfn?d out her hand and pxesBed xhe bell. 

Sliu heard it ring, sharply ia the Uni imd a momcm later 
the dour opetsed, 

TJid you Mri^nL me?* Oggse tfsfccd. 

'For God^ com L - in,' Stella snid. Tm firing- m.id. 

HtJfw e.in you leave hie here hunt after Imur wiJh nothin# 
to dn but lo think. To Worry abmtl! my*elf and the ft I TUT*, 
i'm til, !”ra your puricnC, bivtn’i yfiti any eO^Hsd&jrattLMi for 
IM?* 

Oggiu cfim* over to the bedjld?-. 

“Von poor child,' sibfc ^asd and her v&iae w-ui jioft a#,aj:Q. 
her hnrdni-ss ;..nii her anper h&ii yune. 

"ShiaC your cycs_ r she 

felt i L :-- touch L>r her hrvrids on h<r Ftirehc-ad 
smoocEUhjg; haek the hak- meMTrtfllilng her Inlo jiclicc, 
sli^nlaneli nj.^ Ltia-iwiafed teo.xren of mind and mosclcs. 

!, Gii F Ogg^e,* she whisj^ered. To? so d* 5 per^tely lonely.* 

She J^L-pt Ih-ar nlyht bus not wlshout the Ifcc-lp e«f -i al-ee-p- 
inj: draught Tlw SMBtl day Ojegjfc Wpw BhJe LD spend more- 
time wbb her 

They tacked of many thrn.EF.. but neither of them could 
hen: h> FNetSlIdn a he subject I hat WiU upj:< rnaosE lu both 
Eluzlr minda- 
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"TtiL-ri-^ nolhJiip: tfi ifliy/ chou^hE- "nothing^ 

She ho-! 11 Keeling ilia! Oggi* w.l-, fllfferin^ and yet 
siB*ee ctial tl rsl morning wh® vhe hud been diirk sind fare- 
hsttCin■_; line older wnmnn taid wii4 nothing and spvett rid 
todi cation of lacx feelings. 

'■SfteVi een-nm to h^ur from Give,' Stella thought, 

She knew. fax*, that she Wfi 2 ± waiting, Uiusinig ior him to 

viffl her. 

The day passed and (he day after thai, and yet uu-nhiir 
day. 

Her thcaisrhi s veered from contempt and singer to n kind 
oi hEEnd Jl^.Lhe to see Ti-im. to talk wiib him, in make liiia 
hnrvg fonh some espUmruion, 

Now she was not angry _ she had the feeling (hat Clive 
jLlone could pive her the to (he pFofrk-m. couid explain 
even thing. awny. 

She could noi henr fo read ih-q ncwypsi peri while, as she 
h -.1 anticipated. I hey mouthed over Lbc scandal. chewing 
die whole iufejecl over and over again unul there was 
noChing left hut a nasty f*ste in the mduth- 

Vet ?.cniehciw it w-n-s still harder when tliE ssihjcef clkd, 
when there w?ls mi thing to fill the pages huL the war news 
and the ftpeeches of M P.?*. 

nothing in Lhc papcE-s, -1 Stella s-ni-d petulantly she 
icX^h day after the inqu-g*t- 

She w.le aware thni she mess n I isE^rhing s-ahout HbClyV? 
dc-Hith rathe i 1h.ni new* of the RwvHiiras jdyilnec planted in 
e-S-Efa targe headli nts.. 

Nothing had been heariJ from Clive,. nolhiitg si nlL 
! P ifonfc | ought let he nlJciwisd 1o get up ■:oc»n ! ’ jJic Siu-d 
Id Oggta as the nftcrn&nn drew io a ckwe. 

'We shall have (y jtsfc she Debtor,' Oggee replied. 

Weil. 1 cl's asfc him ihiL-n. 1 Stella £akl mLpatjessaly, fc He 
seems CO be neglecljny; UH uc the moiafifii* 

fc Hc should lie here Oggie Said sfeon(hjngly_ 

'Bur I Winn to ^no 1 .-, now.' Sk4ta ^luimed, itnd sud- 
deidy she fell itn^ry 

Why should she wait patiently lor Clfcve lu condescend 
to eome and see her? 

frbic wai Stella M^fsden H rieh and unpoTljnt enough Ho 
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Command the affentJcHI of ihe very Nsl ±ttar£Wrts an ibc 
land; >3 =l- would;- 1 ! he neglected like ah h. Oive shouFd e n- 
Et-niJ to h:ir uiilI allend So her properly or -he would find 
iomeojie e|*t who nrnilth 

She 11 1 -fu e= 1 1 of the itlentirin. -she had Shad in the pasrt., of 
the time when he r -i ppemfj^ h:id been removed. 

The j^'cifie: :i I pniCtJtkmiir who then hruf havered round 
(ritentivefy had bean decorated only rbe year bafrm for has, 
Mrvicca to the Royal Hoi-webm-ldi the mrgeon wbo bid 
performed tile openjljem had ii muni: as fannaqA as CUve/p, 
If indeed ope more so, 

lljera hud hwn mir^ specialH -chosen ft-r die privilege 
of looking, ulftr her- her room. the best in she nuntiag 
home. had been fitted wilh bimcfiw of finwere—10 many 
(hid been jpctiI bar that ra;tny of th-cm had bean dii^'il ehcd 
kmnicdimteay So a hospital. 

Shu ramenshered Ibr.: telegram®, ifte letters, the tePe- 

pborte CrlfJa-, Ilia stream of Cafryfcng ftamtiltt and im¬ 

portant people who waited outride the home during- She 
afternoon to taave c&sdv r t<> inquire, 

l-ady Marsdeti In id 1 . _ . "I -ady Marses Fa bctLer* „ H B 
"Lady Mara^tn coLwalcvcsr-nl." . L . 

EhlC nPt Unlrl she liail Serially geme homt hast jitivprje 
JvE:iv^tf p had Che doirtpej eai^ed so visit Iter ox she ftUrwa 
left hifcr side. 

Thai was the way In be trenled^ Stella ibouc;bc. insteml 
Of tying here ill a *Jiam h tltlglscted,, im^ncd f-m , wretched 
and forii-m She Cell her sanae of injury gfttW and geuw. 

TtItfph-Lvnfi .Me K|>S^ a( aP, h ihe com: !-nded O45g£a 

Ojg|d-S: hcsilLiCcd. Stella knew that .She wa.% !engine to do 
r^ she ahe wanted co tlilk So Clive p wwiScd to 

find wjt whji he w*a doing, feebnjf. Ebzctkinv. 

■Hfiw food she b OI him. 1 SweUa Thought and was- Slid* 
tteply r^rrvy fp f ihif poor aid woman. T wonder it he 
isiimv-Kr 3 woodcr, indeed, if be catc^' 

1-Tow much love to be *-x pended Ot\ O ne mm*~TleSTy 
dying, for him. Ogglft caring tor him. sjo mltcb ihitt her old 
face seemed suddenly fo have lightened at the Cntre 
thought of apeixkiPg to him. 

"h'c.s*ilil Fselii' Stella nrlcd emt m her be ar r, 
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5h<? ivn.fi jtwjire that th-ere wai sr.mc?hin:0: hy^crfcnl id 

loir swi 1 ctnuliprK 

TN ring him up/Oggae said '■.uddeidy and decisively. 

She got up from her chair arid wen( id the uihrp'htisLe- 

+ Leay¥ ItK denar open. 1 Si ell:* called after her. 

Sh-^ IL-t-ike-J Li? the 1 e was it. LiLiiitn^r-p^.i.t si*. Clive 

lbuubJ h-n ve finished his cqnstiLialkras by rterw. 

She heard Ogeic di;d ihc number. h<;:iri! the clink l.K ihn 
Cek-pheinc, ;md then she found htrs^Jl waning, hotiirng her 
hic:i!h. was speaking, 

'Oua I speak eg Mr. Kr>^_ pjeose? Yes, it's. Mbs Og.kic., 
Oh, It'i yon, Md*s Horns, Can I Apeak to the Ooeicr?. * + 
D-iirt'l 1 kiaovi whar 1 !. . , Nn, 1 b^ven'l heard from him 
3iII iiriuc Im Tuesday - . . No, he never visited 1 -ady Ma.rs- 
den, he hasn’t been here at aJJ . .. What eatrt yuil 4aiai_L-^:r- 
stLiEsd? Whut hui Kappened? 4 

There wf* 3 loi-ig niJetJM. At last Oggi-c ispoke again, 

'Fufhap* he as urise . . _ You isjf ihey agreed _ . . IE's Un.« 
trail aL of course . . . W-dlL 1 suppose hc"& u big enouigh maa 
to do wha] he wauls, Whaf do lh*y ssy at she hospital? - - + 
I £3H well believe ih;s? r * * 

Thank you. Mbs Harris. Yes, if you would, Lady Mnrt- 
den wuitj to £ct up r r oouEd r ot course, lake the responsi¬ 
bility . . . Yes, I'll ill cll;s it with Lady Marsiien and Sdl 
ytm know . , . Good-bye, Miss Harris. - 

S(eha her.r ’ Ogpie replace die receiver, ihem there was 
a pause so long that she could hear il no longer. 

'’OfJjpi-e.' she Cmlled. 'Oniric, what h.iF b.s p pcaied?' 1 

Her voice wa=. ^tuirp Oggre tsme slowly into the room., 

£*K" was unashamedly wiping her ^ 

'\Vh:il ::as happened? 1 SteJia repealed. 

"Doctor Oliye ha* jstme abroad.’ Oggie replied. “AS thi& 

mermen? hi b. with Lh-a ^th Army in Norih AJ 'ica, 1 


IM 




'Nurse StarE. - 

SLeltii jumped Id hrr feel ami idipped the ietl-cr she w j.i 

m i,l ij3|j rnlo her aprirn pocket, 

'Vca, Scs^r," 

Tins pi»3!s:n1 iik Number fWo bed wnn-ls n. i i ri n k of 
TPr^tc-t add Lite on-i: in Number Ttu sbwiUfl bt c«S*ii5£ 
round soon From ihe en^thetu;/ 

"Yes, S^tCT, 1 

Si-Sle^ gave Shelia a severe £1 since m 3f -site --liv peered her 
oF idling itEU^u^h she ei>Li1ii hoc be eemin, Stella quietly 
ptHiretl oiiL a ei.: s= of water .Bnd hurried inuj the ward. 

She Wft* er£c[cd Iby 5 tuna Li of |d-y J ram the children 
Mtmvert rite clocr- 

t>mc and Jell m * ftlory. Kfctne,-Tetl UI apiolhcr 

itiwy; Nurse. . - . You ptVHnF&Bd, ycul fcnovv yrm dUf." 

Shit i; .i ve 1 he child who was needing is rfrer gSa** of 
water. lumcd her piljnws, rucked her In cmilv. aitd LhrO 
ahe wtni eeiwfi so she onefl who were cnllin^ her, 

J SJuishr she safd. J Ytw know you iriLKLu't make arcch A 
UK*!**. --Clme US' the children urc asleep and veu will jteS 
incri imuble with ^hTer iF yc*n w-Hkc- them 4 

’I baac 59#ter, Abe's aft ftid pigr ft mwll, plump Birl 

announced aolenudy. 

Sfelia rrtctE lo look severe while inwardly sht reeip-m- 
CAted Ihe aeftciment- 

1 1 r' you will all be Vtry cpjiet ■' the ft.luL, ‘3 will icll von a 
Sfc-Ey_ hut you mustn't make a Fus* if I'm called a*’Hy i fi 
thy middle. You must remember you .irent she onEjr chil¬ 
dren here - 1 

'Wy kucKw shat rsjrhE Eucragh/ a rftSSscrr pert tittle girl 
wj-lh pigtails re-marked, - ^nd you artrpH ihir Only nul^C 
either. Lei Hut stuck-up dialer do sutn-u of she work hur- 
setf^ 




■■Shush!" Stella said" tigaSn, 

"t sif.y otd loadl" ejucukited rhe* fat rMItf. 

'IVl>w Ef you #rc going, IQ be naughty 5 shall po away,' 
Paella aldfflaEfeUhcd. 

lliilCiniEy ihene was SrlchC* there wene sfy 

smiE-Y* «n the three faces looking up at her ^nd she hertrtf 
wm conicious .of iu rtchiftg 31m and a .hclijci! of humour 
which would not be controllaL 

Sbe could nod l^lp il. sho (old herself. if ihc children 

wete ren11 v fond of her and Siflter JVFalhqtl resented Et. 

She relented a good many things abot.il S!<!]35l, that WjS 
obvious by bra manner* nKhcurgh there wm nothing SteSEa 
did (hat COflld FcmsUSy find in complain ^bcnit. 

There hfid ncr\cr been a more -willinand tifetes-s nurse 
in the children's wj rd—Matron bud saicl that whin nbi 
had CMgru^tiJaied Si^Ua on her six month* 1 yetvrcc in St, 
Ant bony’s "H OrspitaL 

- l knew thnL nnyorw Mbs OogTfir s-rnt me would b*- 
good/ -^hc aaid_ 'but we are very proud of you, NlSfr-S. Ymn 
bnwe done mstTvellc-u? work the dociors all feel rJhpt 

the ghFEdren's devotion to yon gjrw a lonp way towards 
helpine ihcm to recover theEr he^Uta - 

Tllatlfc you. Matron/ Stella answered quietly. 

But she felt the tears Rfing her ever. She ^s, j*o pwi 
50 eVtteedinpl'. proud that she had not failed. 

She bad beon afraid when Gggio had SUggcfilt^t to h-?r 
that she v™ well enough to lake up hoapluir work. 

Thr;.’ had ht?en talkies? of the fulurc find Stella, 
her flwis loneliness oud faster because nf thd sefi^c of be¬ 
trayal which lay wilh.nl hc-f heart, had erted out, 

'But what ton I to do, OggwS? Who! it there for me? Tm 
alone let rhe world, nobody wants me. If I die icmigbl a 
few jjCqimintAncea would ypvC my obElijarv i pacing 
gliiftbc,. otherwise no ottr Would care, no one 21 all-" 

She looked nerOis siJ ift* older wttfmifl, at her preying 
hair, at he r kind, lere-d face aiml hu£# ungainly body, and 
ahe fell how filrony the was, how impregnable against the 
trivial flfliJ pctiy djfricLiIttes p(f everyday life* 

"Oh. O^gFt, - she brevatbed tuddaoly, "EC-iiuft me 10 be ilk* 
you.—help me.' 
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Oiifcre bad un-tfershnoi- 

'Mtfl hasne i^hrd you. irry dear.’ teIic said, "und ^•■nnrnn, 
FOO_ At the momcasE yw ii-re hitler iilthinj^h ilt,*c hlifrr- 
^ *451 pas*. Vcti have Jnn to wcirh Cam your own suLvn- 
ili -n vms Hi I havs; in. fn the mor:;inic you will Juid hap- 
pEnc*.* ajMla if vow mm to children. 

"Children never IVi U - when. one unhappy Ebes'e k t*o 
comfort in i he wvrhl laic* heinp wEth rhem They am eat- 
grossed in thermselves. ibey live in a wcuicl which b very 
real to Eh^nrip ii wortcl ^ii fantniy. 

'Fbr Elicm rhiiij-it :irL- -ULtiple. People ire Rnod lit h id- 
bluck or w hiBerp, (here are no half shade-*. no src>i -iisd 
nejir-Wavks, no rtfl-whriles or xunv of the hundred rind one 
fwblicTrE^ wFuch mak-c life swell 3 corn pi healed business Lhai 
sooner nr tuEcr ii breaks your bcotU 1 

Otrjtie 'iijfhed 

*hc Cnnllntted. 'I feel a$i if you has.* never 
grown up. You are vs it childish* rnv deux , in the wwy vou 
look ail people—yni s%\(*cct w iulf^Ii of them." 

'Dorft : a .,KV Ehi'il,' .SCcSfc^ bep-ed. ‘’Scmriitfciite eke ntici.- -:lSe| 
the s-anae ihing to mo and I have always haled to think iE 
Is Irwe." 

J Il isnl ji had fittrll." Oreifis said, ‘but sn ^ifren you w ; M 
find yourself dit&ppointed- Aaid btciu^ ih-rv have fniksl 
you in cine thinp. because of your diiappointmejih you. will 
turn away from cti*rn .nul tniss 50 -nnelhang far ffpca.tpr and 
fax more m ruTcELoti*,. 

E Jud^« people hy iheif fiwn stand itr-ds,, not your*; .leeepi 
ibem for whs? they eme, aa ^child (toes, ftaEclne only kind¬ 
ness SEiani lovet,' 

had been right: children had hm-Ughl n llnpprnrrts 
Eo Stella that she bud never believed esEsted in rhe world, 

■She hod be«a frightened -d fitvc, fi ip.h1rj-nexJ co visum*: a 

new person iihl>\ l-u enter Si. Authoov's Hospital ::_=■ ^ 

p mh^i tFr-ner- 

Oggie TiUyI inured -h >c -HCcHu s 3 *ouldTlide her j-dr»Ei|y. 

They will be prejudged agUhtE you." laid firmly, 
J Ynu wfd siart at a disadvantage. They ■'■•ill btrbeve, bow. 
ev L -r unlrue tE mny bc t ?ba? are A society tiwilfl srum- 
niiiii,g, itivo y^u J.re. taking nil inieTiMt mcc^Ly because it has 
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chippie your fancy for ih* tnflfflcfli. if you RO there, vmi 
mit-l g-n .i^ yourself, the re;il 5-taElh who ha* m v ver yeJ had 
a chnnc-e £o liv^' 

Stedn had bcett only i^o «i_g*r to nprce. Wilh a kvudi 
of humtuu she and Oj^gzo bad decided ibat she bhOnld cal] 
bet-self 'Stctltt Start/ 

'ft KOunds r;diicr like filrr M-ir. 1 Scrlbi liitlelfttfd:. 'hut 
onra a hey fwk al use ihey wont s-us-pect Ibnr I huve any 
COh ncClkm Vi‘irh Hollywood, ■ 

1 1 would indeed! li uve been difUcull for many people to 
recognise her. 

She wj.v very (bin when she wii OnjiEEv well enough to 
gpi up and without o&y make-up on her face, with her 
halt swept hack phdnly from her forehead and wFeSi the 
wverily of 2 nura r a cap pinned over it, she looked very 
unlike the glamotimif, mueh-pbolQ^rjiphed I_4idy htandej^ 

Gggde had spent dig whole time of her convalescence 
jewelling' her about n-urtinc:. 

When .^he told Sfaernn rhas Sietlfk wa$ <™c pc etc need she 
rpoke ihe imth-; Stella knew far more than ihc average 
nufTie who h-.nJ hml it year nr more’* ironing in hospFtal. 

Every evening Qpgie had t-aoyht her from £ h-i- ioju 
hiX?ki r had instilled into nor the [bcorclical pan of modi- 
eirte. 

Every dny she went with Og|EIn her pntienta^ knmrng 
to w^Hh -ifnl change (Ire bed linen of thr sick, lo drels 
wounds, in ue:it accidents, lo attend Lo bnbtes from iha. 
moment o i their h irth. 

She h:id nearly three inon|]’i j : :rL this, thr vj- month? while 
she <4tayed on with Oyjrie. helping he*. working with her- 

Ttu: work wan hunt; sometimes Stella was so tired tyheet 
she got home ihjii ^ht? couldn't eat before ?=hc tumbled into 
bed ro sleep $Oimd!ly □ nd dre^mje^sly until iFie m-n-rninjj;. 

She WBi, utiked at what Oj^e could do and not Seel 
tered. 

At fiirsi tTCVKd herself on the plea of wonlrnflss 
from her wound, but later she know dim ihe older wOlmm 
had a tnemeoftoi^ strtnglh., ;i ^ren-gili wFircft ca rm- mostly 
Irons hef power of deturmin-iiCion, fni>ni iter idrnrtkl fattatj- 
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c-il deaf re lo do m&re and stall a 1 or chose who 

suffering., 

Finally Fhe ifrty e*hfti? 'whch Slcila Eo cincr Ehe hrKt, 

{tilill. She ivll CSA^Tly like a eJlitd fpOaeiE CO schorl lor Sht 

firsl ftm?- 

In, faizl- she: plam cbc-np trunk which contained her uni- 
form. ihc only worldly belcufcfcingH which Otwbc would pet- 
mtt Wits mil unlike the cucllc of a p^hoolgirf- 

All her pefKfflil thit^s hod been buck 1 C MnrsdEn 

E-lm]?:C. ahe ^joSt uijphBj&Piwns of -chitToti and l.ioe were rc- 
phircn by [binncl pyjitrrviS., ihc ^beer vi-lk stncfcan£> which 
she hiui deii^hEtrJ eg wea-r find which h:ni l*ccti jjent over an 
ihc-r d l 17 l 1 n -. from Arne rim before the wna" were aubsLb 
EnCL-d by bfiLck lisle Ehrerirf. 

The cotton .JrcjufiSji, Miff aprons. hard COUilfs imd brills 
were very daffercpl! from the ^jciwm of satin, aeuroe-tCc and 

%eLvoE dc.dgoed for her by ih& gr*wMi>isi dressmakers nr the 

day. 

YeC Stctln was: jitoifH of her new IrorU^catt, pjrmid In*- 
cause sfrr knew lor Che flrnt ciamt tn h*r life she w;li &eunfi 
Er> b e Use f u I. 

TIuRb pride-, 1 kjwctm% did not keep her from feeling rurr- 
votis. 

She. Stell.i Mtrsdqr^ whp had m*t crowned beads, lAnra- 
bnsEadoi- and diplomat without fecJmsi art the laasi decree 
excited nr -even in teres - ted I remit ted because S-be mis^ 
PTiqHjt Che seesrcltin ct eye of Ihc elder Fy w'lTinn who rulrd 
Ihc great hoipiJaC over which she presided with fi rod O-l 
iron¬ 
’ll h't ^hoT."s.,‘ Stclln thought Co bcx^elL ’whrit a differ- 
trftcc b^kgrffLind ansi n posaiaoo meike Be. hfie* scif'C^nfi- 
dent*. Now 1 ;mi jtmr me I faeJ I IVfl a nobody." 

She v*R-\ indeed ft 'nobody 1 I bore Qr^r few months En rho 
hospftal. Oggtfe had w.;imed her that lira would be no more 
or Icm- thaEL the "dus's body - . 

She was right; che newest pnohidLOattr Wim al evcryGntf> 
heel: and calk invarMffy in the wxotlg,. blumed 

and scnlded- 

MCtsfc ihitci osec Sadia hid ielt she could nol bear al. 
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cautd no? stay an* and Ihen grimly i"hc had begun , io find 
her fiwt- 

Aflcl - A few '.vcrk■”. Tvhm it \ vt \- cl^ y to pet pamO 
slricfc-nri if :<he was linked Co do sOincchan^ she- did not Un- 
ckrrsiftrtLf, when she for>rrn am tinier or Sister Ht-uson ite¬ 
mised her of idling. she became gyre and con Chic nl. 

ShL knew whiit thws hsii to do aind ihe ebaid ren jewed 
bpr. That whd white muttered m£ire ihltrt anything d«. 

"I wimt my Nurse,, my o*n 'Nurse,' trailed one small pirl 
Tv-hen che doctor camno lo see her. a ! don’t want yon/ «<he 
said lev Sa^lfcsr who pul Put a caEming hand. 'ypij'rc uftly* 
Go away/ 

This might hrivd! been s HftFiic?nry. hut sjnforturiaiely it 
rruLde Sssi-ur \tRsqri dislike- her more iban was uecc£s.;iry. 

Staler Mastth was of ihtr old -ehoot, she duliii'd. nur i:- 
who were: not robots pneprtrtd to give complete efBaency 
lo (heat work Hut wittwui a (raw of tndivfdtsaliiy. 

But Suiter MAson wjls the odly 0 y in. the ointment 

ScsUil loved the ciO'.piiai. the cLein w .urdm. the fain? Smell 
of <1 tain tartans.. i he cM^kr'i beds each wnfcimmg Eu tinjf 
pitlient in a bright coErnirrd dre\^in.g-jit-ekel, 

Hicre wa» only one ching; which do&tmyed her hap- 
pSwsi, one thing; of which Ogpi^ had wurttud hex hu: 
wind Cist which tac colUiI riot be -LuiJlcie.nl! v .TimpiiFed—her 
own pity. 

She HufTened with the children. 

When they were in paiit when cbev were unhappy. *)fee 
found le impo^ihle. doe io yearn over them- 

She i^und hen elf worrying about them and even 
ap-jin?T nil rul*\ would crime creeping down to Ihc ward aE 
night wh£h she should have: been asleep in her own uu;ir- 
krs. 

The nighi nur«s did not mJnd* Ihey laughed al her half 
a(Tecdonale1y. 

"Th.Tnfe L-&odnets ynu'se com^ Start-" they would say. 
‘Number *tevm Eg yelling her hr id ufT—Ttta you shv wjnta. 
Se* rl you can gc= he? ml ro il**p. She’s been tick ag 3 ?a P 
prior chiFif.’ 

SlclLi would go a long Eo the bed — a m taemhlc lisite frees 
v-uulcl light sip at the yight of her. thin asms would rcaach 
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CHJF for her n*?tk -Hjrf lh-n while d™ kissed sind cvpdkSLed 
the child she vroiEld Cell a story or sOmtlim^K emon :i SOOfl_ 
Oma? Matron Mine inla Che K^rJ when a child who Had 
been desperately ill had goaie to- *1eep in her nrnis. 

Stella h at I been unable t-n imwfl, she b.ad sot iHesfc fro¬ 
zen wilh htn-mr wandering whai would be itdd- Milium 
had COtU* ihrotigh Che ward - , had look'd 111 h^r, UJcfl 
aEopcwd ai she end of ihc hed- 

She tut-d ^3 jitCL-iJ down b. 1 tbe sleeping child, at Sh; 11 a m 
her plain vftrm d nestis g- gown- 

pnr i moment Sceila had ihouRhl ^hc was jiriLnu? 3d 
Spdik, huL \1 at con had moved away- Si tLljt haul crept hack 
Ed bed CO he ^havering weth. fear;. 

What would happen CO her in the titorning? Would she 
for sens a-way? 

WiruJd -.h-e—« f-ir worse purii , !hrrtr , n.f“bi: moved from 
that wafd id smoiihej one or *enc io help La che laboratory 
or ‘kitchen*? 

llJc mOFrtint? p-asted and tHe ufterrtnon:—Finlhing w« 
said. Finjiitv she had to -wnu 1 M^irnn on anoiher sitotter ab 
COgetHtr She went nl-Ong the oPrridor apprehensively. 

Quite suddenly the humour of It struck Her, -she was «s 
Udornb a# a pirl of csplUeEn, s-he—Slrlfcu Man den wlto 
oace had feftd the whole sixstu] worfcd uc hes- 

*1 dnn"r ETire/ she thought delcanlty Co her own inw-aid 
mocking. H Fhl-5; mereOlP SO much more than anything I ]savc 
c-«er done in jiiv life before." 

Matron said. 't'fjme in-" S-lelle entered the room and 
Stood w.ii ttn tj. J Wi5ll, ‘NucseT" 

Stella delivered her racssAgfi.. Melr&n look dowa the. de- 
lnJl 5 > 

That will he all, Nuflc Sian," 

Thank you. Mslraa. 1 

A> SscMej reached ihc daor Matrons yoie'e re cal red Her, 
Wrui muHn'E <;e 1 r^cr-i: jred. N u r.e. St is c^scniteE shel 0 
nurse should utways he her l*esi 41I ml I diirtnp Her 

hour* Of duly Luce nigh-ls are dot fdwaya ce=nducivit so 
thk-- 

'Va t Mnrroru" 
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Th&E was uTE,, bus hid rwmkled and Slellia. 

could have flung her arm*; tm-ind her and ki- *ed lief . 

She u nderstood. A worn an wfi*> understood that 

ru-les arc minte to 1 m broken. that Ehere is 4il^ivs nil es.- 
cepdnnai e*se which cnai be eapLaln-cd to those who are 
hiunon iind kindly. 

The hovpfni itself wflk nn olci building, uyl-y :crnl oul of 
dal-e. Three: sides nf at were bordered by busy road- full of 

It/.f^C. 

In rhe hear# of D*el:lnJid. great warehounst bad to be 
served, there was eh* constani noise of iram-s and trvffir. 
i^r cfpi^yig, und rrirric-s r it wm bad. SLcIla. thought* t'oi the 
children^ he-ntth. 

So roc-be of - ^hc irnn^ined how perfcrJ- It would be if Ebey 
tfouhl bK?k cnil of the windows cm to i^ocen field-, rr< 
woocts and valleys, cm to towns slop-i-n^ down eq a silver 
stream:, 

Skaiie af rhe children had never seen flowers except on 
Nirrowss few hud been in a gicen field: the nejitfeat Ih-cv 
Sc.new ra Etie email ry w^rc she dim- playgrounds,. many of 
them now dup up Jo create .utr-naid .shelters. 

So On After &!e31a bud u.rrtvetl at 5t_ AnthOoy-s. s-bt had 
sent Aft order to Mafsdcn Hoii^e, 

Ho one at the hospital had any idea that she was: re¬ 
sponsible for Ehe great bunches of flowers and ilte huge 
kopoi of fruit which arrived weekly. 

Site had given anstruc Lions that ber name was n i.M lo he 
meoEloned. 

She was afraid that if people started lo exclaim over rhe 
generosity of Lady Marsden they miu-bi. in thMsins of 
ibar muctl-pholographed Fady. compart her even inadver- 
tcEttly wiih quiet, unobtrusive linFc Nurse Stnrt. 

l A,rt unknown duiiOl^ ihc person who jt^'VCi dowers 

and fruit. The same person aeni at OlrratlriH$-titne enough 
toyN for ever y chrld 4a huve one an d for L-vciy wand to 
have; its own Ch-rFsifnai tree, 

j Te ! s abnur time someone paid so me srtcenlioti lo- us,' one 
of I he nurses had said. "I've ri«n here six y^^irs ar,d I've 
of rc-n Thu Light J "4 jUrCicd I hr nrmy of (be E.-nSl Uj^O. 1 

'Why don't we get mo/e. grfEsT Stella aaked. 
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'We'iv nof a f a shi cuiiibt* hMpFtfil sonfTjmrcrfeekL 
T”he hrispfcE-.'d^ Ch ?t -Ir-j £-:;: ■ Royalty ns patrons anti then aft 
c3: c society n^fidU'ic^ wht* wnnl fo he wen sh-atim: ISiOfcda 
wiih rhe bi«r■ -.-i:give jioLivrniss chcqnirs. 

t- Bni Si. Anlh^ny's itantd hy -SiibiterLpikmS from th* . 
pcior people ihemwlvn and wc have very few bi^ namca 
(Ml ihe Intr Of paDrorts. 

’I flunk Matron i-kv* ic ihm wav. ^hc^ rmc of ihf^r sum- 
ple-mlnded ptrciplL- whg don't knaw fhai ssinfehcay pulEs 
airing whtEc gocnEnefis chucked •ts the dustbin.' 

'tbral's inre- c ncat^n.“ IfliLT]} of the nurses bmyh. d, while 
Slclta I Jitlcnl- 

^hc chotJ^tii .-f iJ-.c Mg chjriiahis appeals hu >1 

fielded, appeals which always had Co be rrunde pclciiLhle by 
bcinp r-erveu Cn the puhLic v- nh ^ HidE. Albert H-.il! con¬ 
cern a midnighT mfifirtfie. 

Wow easy d would have be^tl far her nr lor ruiy oT Ihe 
W>t!itn she h;iil known to write ri cheque. Id give L™cne*- 
e«=,l y heejMi^ iheir hfcarfi were loushect 

3Jqi th*v had wot f=^v C n cbfcy had mmethfcng In ro- 

Lum—an cvcnjito;'! enjoyment, She -ctuinee of -;Sm«.vLni" ell § 
new dress, of weiiri n.e their diamonds., of btmg pFe^smied 
to Royally. 

How- pclly. ho'w Crsv^il. and vt( children Mlllcred And 
went on liiirFtrinc Ixjcau^: of such Phin&s. 

Toftinv Si-eTla had achieved something whi^h h^d htsn 
very near In her heurt for many moHEbs 

A* *he n>M the children in The ward ih< njre-iilct story of 

i l i . md G re LeI, -htf wm c- 'aiiC k» us -lII Lhe 1 1 pi Hi nf die 
leNt-er in her apron po;; kvc. 

■\ letter which lold her shat her effort? biid at Ijbud Shm 
rewarded. Ib-n iha: Entiunt-cnible commsmienfmifc* she 
bad wEth eftc varJoirfl SlmLi-nir* had basti j^-Qirssfrrl. 

He? ? .rors firtiihedp a-h-v gen Hi her J'evt. 

*Now children- be .iockI and vcr.- quid.' vhc -pacW 

"I'm gt*inj* <m( i h j;. -ifurhiebn nd whew 1 corng b-^el: J wilt 

try a., hrin £ you sonnet Id ft# resiK niQfl/ 

J A pr«--cnlT ooe of lh^ children u^hed. 

"WfiaC is jC" 1 " inquired ihe f^l child. i Chf>c:o■1^1te^ , ' 

Tike tiLtle icLr L wi.th (be pigtails uf her tmsOpli f ulSy- 
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oft. greedy, lAri'l S"ncit like VOii—Jwanting to e*1 
Ninels Rwcii raikm^ Vow keep it for yuuiulf/Miiracs 
athe s fat enough already.* 

“'Mow. he soLhd , 1 Stella ku 4 , "and If you aren’t.—no stories 
for in t les=uvt n week- 1 

tJ’h. Nurse, you could rVt he so croel/ rhey cried. 

On-ce nimkle rbc hofljjy&a! _SlLdl:i hurried towards. .1 bias 
iilup and got a bus which dropped h-er nl the end of <1 ie* 
fjicS MrCei. 

She h/id aSneadc Te-rephn ned to say she wiis coming nnd 

Oegie was wiii rici et for her in rhe liny fliHin^-ronm, 

The rwo women fci*s*f4 ^ach other and then SicUrt. un¬ 
able (o curb her enthusiasm. cried: 

1'i-c won, OgEpel They've written io me C h-i f the Minis¬ 
try of Food will trifiMt uni i«f Marsden Hfwse within a 
month. We've £-nl nui own way. Now wc can begin- 11 
O^gie clasped her hands- together. 

T =*ever ibought you"d do lc. Quite frankly, dear. I 

didn't chink you’d gr-t -t ctianee. 1 

h Nor did I. lo tell ihc tnilh, 1 Si ell a snid ’] wss afraid 
they'd bsiniLr on to it until ibe end of the w-tls. but they 
twive been awfully dcccnl it bout Sl- 

Thcy Sited (hey believed chat l he pirrmrsca were emi¬ 
nently ^ui table lor ,1 hospilal and is is wit5 ie> be a perma¬ 
nent one Ih-eV would neat Ui.nd =n oav wjlv 1 

"Ami now whai nj?c we going to do? 1 Oggie tuud\ "What 
ls the nestt step?’ 

‘That \\ for von lo s;lv, h Stella ttrrswered. Tyc been &a 
cnnec-e-EtL-it with geitcnp ant people »>ua chut E h-:tvcn b t rud 
Lime to Ihisal: ^if what I'm going So put In. Ifs for ymh 
O^grie. ro i-H me what vou require- The house is rhere* she 
money cs ihere—<ih_ Ogttie h jt ot>£hl to be the mosi per- 
fiiet hospital in 1 he whole world!* 

O rrcrr-c: s-hook her head. 

Tm nn? clever enough to ndvise you on thud/ stw -uUlI, 
"V Dull have in lic^ bold of Dr. Clive.* 

S'lciln Jell lac-f-rii m i fl'ijn She gu-l up and walked acroM 
the room co sumd staridown 411 fht Arc. 

’Hiive y«l beard from hJm 7 k $be askecL 
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“Nev-er a wnTd.' OjEgifi nepINsd,, ■'bus besanE Olfi a mtv 
soge by Mfary Harris/ 
h Whnt w:ls itP 

fc 1 l was wry slKHl, He Just Bind- ^TeH Oggje L& tarry &n w B 
th'At W&S jlII," 

SScdta e^sjlI Fif’hing- Fsrom tire mwrpcnE they had hejnsFl 
In apeak ftbou-t Clrve her voice hr„d shm-perusd,. h-nd bccomp 
CHhirt iL/id ctistasftic. She could n-t^r Apeak uboui him palp* 
mil y_ 

Oggie wag :jwarc of this and he was tire one snfej^J on 
■which she rwo womma coukt nm ^per?l: emt|y h 
'She tfoewn't tntTT Inm." Ogffie Ehrtu^hh 

SE>l: wjii hurt that anyone—nn-rf especially Stella—should 

dispisragr- she ffi:: ri #ht?m she inf mired above kill others. 

Hnl w-i- wise c-pehi^Ii l-n know Mj-jE arpiim L-n 1 -- iiro 

neve r enpuirteinjj wlien feeling are LnvoK^ed- 

SoiM^r or hiltfr Stella would Ond otjE her m.Lttakt P would 
under-land liarti 0 : -ve rant a> other m£z* P bin unEil --he 

sEid th^r-c w^iu ntitihEn-g she could sav or do Eo EnRucnOt her. 

No w she grafted god pelting *tp she walked across to 
Stella i-Fiii pint her h&ind tfp her shmtl4er_ 

Ton know my (fetflfchgs aboui CKvc Rots,' nhb sftid. “I'm. 
iKii goirij; eci force tiiem on you, tsul if shews Is one map 
who Liifdoi^Eftpdi whal i-s wanlcd ift a botpftal for ehfldrca 
IE lk he. 

‘He talked ol eE so efeen. dreamed of (he d^iy when he 
wncsTri t* atilt: 1o have She impreivePTenH Ehe f^ciS;Eics_ the 
EreuEmeftt roonnv tvbreh were moda ncetlisij. 83 yosj ni*e 
£ning r-o gtve the nbiltlr^n: aasyihipjg:, nn d-inr r #ive Ehrin 
the best.* 

JF We can's pel hold of Mr Ross," -Siella as id pctplantlyi 
hMt dm't even know where he rt" 

‘‘Miiry 1 Harris will know well enough.. 1 

"Ditfrfc tiTT ever make At\y plans, draw them ttp s*t 
them down on paper? 1 

■|f% Jin life fit*" Ogtfe angered qirtckSy r Th«™"* no tm* 
tori why he ^pflldn'l have don« ta, Mai) p wuuld Ibr 

ter+tLrti Shrill I get h-uliJ of licr'^ 

"Vet, phiMsc- do. 1 SEeiia ^lld. "Rs-Krt 's no harm in afski-'u 

hcr K and if lie buxaVk IcJlera won’l he iPM^h help to us one 
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WBy nr smother. Thcr-tr mi-si be Other doclors., mpn who 
h;iw taken £m his work." 

She Sc new by she cjcprcsskm on Oppic-'s fftoe rhnt vhc Iclt 
ti.-5 m;in could Utkc over Cliwe"* work ami Jo al 
aly b»E n the --.me time Stella fell ihm iim old wiimn'a 
uLCiludc ; arise? ridiculou-'*,- 

C3]ve wr^ not flic Only dudor in ibe world and allhnta^h 
ihr hrwpilLil she wished IQ enlace in Mars den House would 
in ways need hh a-pecial type nF Enea-tmeri \ ami 

niaTiEputtiEivc Kiiftpery, the nr were many other winch 

were noi tfepBRCf-em upon him or aiiy particular doctor. 

'Fjxir old Ogjglc,. how she love- him h " r-He thf?u 5 -:ht hi hef- 

se-Uf. "Hi- might have written to tafif/ 

She played w?Sh the idea that fcbi: wo oh I write Hi Cliv-G. 
i.i7*.hruiL|rFH^ him for hi* neglect uf the wom:sn who h.id 
»;l him so well .soefc who loved him deeply, bihI ?.ho 
imag-iued his surprise al receiving. a letter from her. 

"I ilsshkc him/ she: ioicl herself, and knew the word! 
were isnime ervtn she formulated chem- 

She sin f FeJi -i deep rcsenEmeof. .s -.enie of InlusEipe 
which ihc Vf-lls well aware -flhe coued u-lU iu-ili£y but wh:dl 
never ihiiles-s persisted an her mind. 

Sh- betd beheved Ect him even u rtnee she had believed 
m Philip and Bcrrmni, -md hcv too a had sailed het She 
idii Strir nuUtoaKd at the though! of turn and Hetry Hay- 
font- 

hard done so much. experienced mirth smee 
Hatty's death rhtf! ahe emrld almost foreet that Hedy had 
died or had It Ft a letter which involved irer in scandal and 
post^Ep. 

What did EE mfsErtr wFitn she wceil nowhere and did nO! 
hear eofeip r when in the little world in wh jcli .he now 
lived ihere- ~iv: pin one who was i-ntc nested in her as. she 
had hcen or in Heixy Ti-^vroo? 

Yv-t ir ihe same time -hr cmdri nor forgive CITve, eoulcE 
raol ?!L-lp Ki m foe: rhfil in some way he h:;J he I ray mI her. 

3 1 stupid. Il was ridi^lous, and yet rhere w;m ji 

■wound which vvosald nui Heal, v^hich persisted in iieEtihK 
deapiitf fiI3 h^.'- cir^rr-- ro for or rpnoa-e t|. 

3Jui wims did CUv^ ^h;u diet anybody roattef bestde the 
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in cl I hat she had gm her OWn wsji 1 nr lass, rh-.i --hr taiuld 
L-reale a phti- oF ticsdmjg und of happiness for cblPdroTi at 
MnrMfeR House? 

Memories of Philip, memories pf hcf » kwt yrmlh 
would be s^epc nwiiy by cfeeir laughrer. by (hr sus-mid of 
rturrly fost acwl Eimbs rcsEored! In hcallb chute ring. down 
(he wide attimsw® anil .t-crots die parqxic:l flwrn. 

The formal RitfdoliB. where SO few people walked or efi- 
joyed (be fraijrant splendour cared for by a dozen garden^ 
ers. ivnuld nr I&m juslify iheir enteric*.. '!The are* n houses,, 
ihc Orchard^ imd the wtooiIg would n-n Enujicr be de^isl Hilo,, 
ci-1 longer peploeied by ifKar bored, rvtffcrwcftlihy owner. 

i've found T^rtcrhfnic El> do ail lost/ tatllfii Ihough*. 'SiJad 
it is a Job worth doing . 11 

She- spotted uoerdeniy and Qjtg£e h Toolslng itc her, ihoutEfil 
wfth i of SAdlfaeiki-n ih^l she ftad never rtecfl bet 

I ci 11 i . more beautiful, 
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- I afioughc of n-nnpe rhE* room ns a sl^hi-Toona/ Sfdte s-^ad 
ft$. ahc opened She d *'ior. 

0 ,l: r.h: !m sstcJaaitaEion. 

"dni k J H much mo pixuj fur Ih=itE 1 vhmLhtl mafat li ruie 
of (bif. dorm i l Linc^ or even a plxyn'Kijn. Thero^S ot 

iMm for s!or;.: o downsisirs ,md <hb &eca all ihe sou." 

Then slvt saw Slclla 1 * fate and her vqicb change i _ 

-Whyr she «kod abruptly. 

ThU was my husband's bedroom/ SceSln. replied. and her 
voi-ee wia hard- 

Qj^gW pul OUC a hand and laid if on l^T nrm. 

■J.is.3cTi. my dear/ die *atd. Those ibiTL^a are pash Let 
Ihern he past —fOr.g-i_.-l ten," 

L l* ih.u pnsaihlef SceUfi a-sked quietly, 

Ojt^Sfii tiodiiesl her head. 

M Maisttibcr » very wbe old nt-eta whom I used to nurts 
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H’lziny yt :i r-.. Agn, He was bedridden amt in ihe irmii nppqlb 
iit£ itircujmsl4rTcc? r mvmf! lo the cruelly -uld MJTOfiHllinetsL nf 
sfirai lif hih rcIrilLTNis. 

'Oikp. when i wyiy look^D^ lifter hicn. n niece C-imc in 
see him Lind T rejnember well how she talked oS sm-att,. 
uni-m-porsanc ihings. whale I wus ectauitt i h :i r -lH ihe rime 
&hc Itching lo |ECE down In bedrock, E-.- I he cause of 

the t|Liarrt], between the old man :tnd hi* relative:--: 

Tnu know Lhe type of person who glorsc* in t-rher pea^ 
ple F a P'W'f. in other people'?: Lmhappmess—well, \he wjli 
that sort, Al lest plucked up courage to begin and she 
fcflMi: 

1 “S-ecLng you lying here- Uncle Joc^ I cart'i bear to thank 
of Ehc*se who havt brought you To it.” 

'That was i good opening JOr him to HSatc his pofnt of 
Vft'w; but my old fn;m jkt«s" looked Up at her and I think "he 
vlw very clearly how much she wa > looking forward to 
hearing <he more jujirv - Tuts of the quarrel. I remember he 
smiled and then lie ^id: 

1 "'Well, don E think of them then. I doikl Wcmldn"!, plve 
them that ;^|sfcctio-n." h 

That w el s all he wpLitri s:*y cm the matter, and 1 laugh 
POM wh^rt I thsnlf of her dk:ippi. h 'rumen t, but his Adukrti 
wah good. -Don't chFrik ahnni your ctfcttllfc* or 9h«sii who 
h:r-'e hurt you—don't give them th^t snlisf-iction." 

Stc-IEu AtEDd v^ry >till jtftd then stiddeniy ^he strtiju-d, 

eopiml niinjt completely- 

"Very well- then, wc"|| make: this roam one of the dor- 
m iii i ties. Ah - you - iy a it £■- fs :i II the sun r 

Ojt^ie f cKe Siclla's hand squeczL- her arm und w:^ eon- 
Sfitnus of a wavt: of lo v-r cod atcksctLon aftveepaog, over her 
Inwards the yoLmger womnn. 

She Skiid llulc. hut ns ihey moved ebaut (he h«u£e her 
eyes wntdvpd Stella 

Sbe had a beauty which was different froot Ehal which 
had been hers befor*:. I m r f-jee w;ls Ehinurr. more .-.pm EUmI- 
jsed; had lost lhal cool, aiewnf air winch had been so 
ch-nraeCeri-.iFC e-E her: aiaata-ud chttfe was a new warmth, -a 
flew inalLLrtLy + 
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S?i* mo-rc- Ixm, huE itint P'aa b ties': title as 

■ahe became mure 

The IvjSI rjrm-rmr i h u l she had eroded agaittil her own 
-tef=:irLJvity w‘Li. down l=cll 1 in Lbc luELtre jB would be itill 
taaies- to Imrl'E mM be= |W5fic. t>ui alls sparji within her which 
aeem-zd in radtof* lake -i ihUung Sight. 

As they nejLchfcf the top jlodr ot Mnrxdcn I-knife Scecla 
looked at her u/jrtcJK 

‘Mitry Harris □ugh 1 ! to be hexe swJb/ she said, ‘1 tisenk 
we'd bc-lEcr go down. CeockIfic-as knows Lf (hero Will be any¬ 
one 4o answer the bell." 

‘t uuderaEAnd she Esil? mutes, pbni. mid «SE ^'ni: of ih-Mfcgj 

m show Oggte sudd. 

■"So -sbo tells nae.’ StelFa i-cpHe-d, 'Tt'a exciting,. hu"t h* 
Oglin'? ft"* turnip but E like this hsuw: n: me moment 
better than I tmvc ever liked at before., I u-ktn ball jregi-e-l 
living thL'Te myat-ii.' 

She tricked up Ehe uncarpcSEtf pasta gc. al line walls 
empty pf pjciuue.^ and deepfahonsi, throu^li i-he open. 
im*> the toic fredroOna& which ww sicTpped of «v C ry fur- 
n libin^. ready fur the painEer* and decorators who were 
coming in od ibe marrow. 

‘I ftlunk you wfJI Eovr cE Mill rncr- whi^rt it i.i Enhofrited/ 

&stegey£ed P 

SteEts Entiled. 

'Won'j ii be fun- I don’E t^sneadber ^v C f Ed my 

life being cAoiled nl pi .inning aasyi|un|^ Just Ehink oi Mae 
Children wbi> are iJ-une lu pet well here, Eh ink l?£ ih^ mixa- 
cfctes we axe going to accomplish.." 

“We^ Ojg^ric raased her eyebrow* jfiC (he word. 

"We/ Ste-ILa rcpc-ilvd litna^y. 'ttofl fc £ 3ry ct? prelend Efc.iC i: 
h-Lxi^c anything 1i> do w?Eh yo-.i You know qube w*|| thwl 
tlie whole Me*- Es really yoru-s. It oxijpxui-led. treatise y Oil 
showed me huw miith. il was needed. 

Indeed r-m net cctt^tn yati didn't plan the whidc itiing 
tirtil (TtcsmexiHg me inco dumg il, You'jh an ljEiJ witch when 
you want something. we all know 

Opgae laughed, 

"I sei out Uj ctJfe you. All I ean my u that I've me* 
tea Jed-,' 
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■\AiiiJ I've nevtr COEd you huW gmiclnl I am, hrtver I ? 1 

1* ihtfre ;lii>' freed?" 

'!Nc>, of course there Un'L ~Y cm fenuW l r m giro [nJu:l r rnort: 
grjircfufc iJia-n I iC4ui express in words." 

That"! someone c1>* you uhmslel lw g mteful to a* we=| L" 

OjtgHS stns^l faLhiff ih.m saw die ibnduw that pa d 
rwer S]eElis r i Suet:. 

Always in every «mv eras* don the ahadow of Clivo ru-ickJ 

iKdueen ihcm, il ghnttL \zl every m-e-sirn^, liil the more po- 

inni bf^euuso shey seEdo-m sp-o-ke e-c funu 

Now Stella Turned tows i ds Che 

-Come on/ she said quick h, 'wc rnusl pci down. Pm- slceb 

Mi f # Harris has he^n standing ort the tkooraiep for hour*.' 

Qggie sighed, but *be said rm more- She wondered if 
SreFK'i woilld ever Nr*- .rtblc to sp-e-iik of Clive without irscnl- 
mcnL to aclinnwdedpe I he debt oS ^ ratiltid'e which shpuLd 
he hn> because he had saved her life, ineoaose of the oper- 
aiion he had performed on her. 

Sh-c mi^hl ho easily have been a cripple; instead, il was 
haul !■> believe ihut ihe accident had tkken plate, :;hat it 
wjl;. a miracle th-al «hc lived. 

-Mayhe il whip come right., 1 Oggtt thought. 

She rcknowtedged that her HeitFl was fern between 
rlveie two -people- Clive whom ;he Joved r co whom she hud 
Riven n prtlfcE-vtodnl JillcpiJi nee antJ Ih-e whok-.bcarkd 
adorn tf-ori i>f a pupil for :i masted and S ic 11 a. whom xha 
had yfcwn to love dtrspirc hCTUtf. 

Only now rijnld Oiic ic kvilc hack nrul re-Jittit littw ■..he 
had shrurtk firm having Stella in her lla.r.. a wo mad who 
vtoed For pvrryching she mo&r despised. 

3-ike So rmny reformers-, Qg&FE resjunk-d ^frdety with an 
e.t sggeraEc 4 imporlfttim to 3ter il w**, andtred the piovei> 
bfal 'red nig lo a hulLV 

Noshing was too bad, 1m fa he as tie, nwi ejea gejemted for 
he-: it! belle'.'e a hone -oeielv find the women like Stella 
whitse names. were inoc^^-nntEy m ih-c nc wspapCTO, 

dug Steil; j_ krst and unhappy in il s(mn.ee world- h:ad 
Cfliigbf Optrie in her most vul ntrablc spnt—her pity. 

.Sbe Vv :i -- sorry Err SleJhi and I hat, oil course r vens i.^ral, 
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fnr -:he began U > mother be- ami her haired of (h* typ* 
which Sre-Hu np-tfHeiitetl crurnbEud mad died. 

She )t>v^l £«e]J, - now- that w.i* th*z plain truth 
-StL-r Itvvrr J her z.% she tni^h-l hav* U-ivtd her Jnugbter had 
jJhe TiAti-l osk: a he tovod her as aiiE Saved the Few FTieijiis 
with whom she had ll Immj Tn cnan.cuj.Hfl,. arc FniOhcal shared, 
"S'Hc ha* utrefciJ.’ O^jeie virctuxingjy mid hce-HcEr when *be 
tho light of her pasl imknaiiiy- 

Vet *he could ffiri ha!p wrndefi s n.8 K Lf $fkfc ti;+d come 3e 
Inow other people- other women Fn Ihc same irtatn* of life 
lo ^.-h ch StcIE* hetnm-i-dV wh-dlTier *h=c wflilU run hnve 
Eiked them nlso, have dLscovcteci Ln [hem I'uuiiy ffedeemlnfl 

tfc-ill LLTC3-. 

il wai disuor^riinji to bav* she hatred of a liferjjnt 
lAkcn nway from one and replaced by a tomptwdtictuce 
love find imdersaundan®- 

'Ir H a Is&sttn Ei> m' ihcftiehh E ^cd eue. thaj-ik 

■EjcmJ 1 . which M am ncit 3iio olrt to Ecom / 

in, thfii difficult, turbulent wotW ehere wa* fie? too-m for 
pervmnaJ haired*, only for pity adt! sympathy., 

‘E mav have hfrJpacf ’SeelEs,' Or.eiie mnunaU^d ^-vlth her 
usual telf-hancsr 1 .-. "bul s.he baa also helped me. ! + too. had 
rny hard ^pnl. wna brconLing n. hcgOied old ivurnnin En 
many wfi.us. 1 

Hum bly ;Jhe HaknawSc-djped her Faultr ami then svd-dc laly 
TFie thought Q^n\:- to bar lhai -1>£ would die happy Ff ^.h-s 
ctjuld Kasl for a: ahem u>hJlev Clive nnd Stella umt^d, 
h zippy wish eniih ncliur. perhaps wild A funiily of their 
own, 

^bc W33i sn certain that they were rnfiile for each cither, 
ilffiit «wo EncrptfiitHy px*d4tiote&d£ youue people who hud 
b*nb utifcrcrl in tli-lr f>wn partitwEar wav, wh L * hud both— 
■cti- rhe poor people pul It—"been through, the nillh" 

Og^l'e remembered her fcu-TF. her Horror when the had 
liFiir realEf^d tialuilively ifial Clivp ww persoimlly ancerewrrai 
lb Stoll a, 

bfow ihe acfcnowIcdiFCLr that h.ttl hceu wttnjf 

wh: re^5 !^e hud tnow.i 5 -^ suit?-, lbs- £Old whi^H 3a], under 

Ihc LiET3>S- 

Oiwe hAd 4* he h*d nlwnys b<Cn, hen Os^ie 
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ita Tourer watnt^d to ■-tinier SEelia because die w™3d no* 
acknowledge Clive's njtfiEirrttlfnefii: iCiS-lcitcl she felt &I mid 
Ibm :-,iunc of Iwr <*si i nxtey. 

Omr day she would tnow ihc trulh bur ■mi.p-'h+ not Jlnut 
day be Eod J.il c? CJj‘- r with ihc Eighth Army w;i^s in d;iEl b 
gsr-—5Erpposing he killed? 

Rvdit Efee Ibottghs of C 3 iv^ dycfi^ anti i| W51 -■ thought, 
which occurred frc^uCntEy, Was eQu-ugh. lo mjikO 

hr* art stand*IfU for a moment. 

TliL-n ihc (eh certain ivfch l>J at clairvoyance which imd 
been her ipoejjd pi ft since chUfShood IhAt Clive would i*nt 
l>c killed. He would come back &ner and better for Lho 
experience. 

■i^rhupE he went Jibcml coo faa^ Oggtc thought. 

Ii was hiurd for her io ftrfmir chat anylhirag nlight irn- 
pr.,iv._- C-hve 1 but s.be ientw she EoUeZHrd th- truth in admit- 
tlflg sf. 

hfeyto Clive had become lea fadiuonafekr. loo much Use 
minted worker in Ebat particular vecUon of society where 
the ordinary couki become glorious, the uamiponaia Et|^- 
tacul=ir. 

lie. was too good for ch- p u world where publsciiy was 
hulf Ehe b.aute: but nothing c-.atjlii he- Il:h> eood fur the irltfl 
of ih* Eighch Army fitlaiJng and dyFrtg. for freedom. it was 
Sltinji that Clrvc sfeciuEd he amciji^l ihtf.m. 

He had tanged la go abroad at Ehe very beginning oC 
the war, bur fee had been purroaded by the hospital and 

the Medical Council Ecu stay where Ti^- wits. HL^ crcperimim- 

ta-l work e3osie made him mv.nlliable-, 

Funny the vapouring® of a petty, fntsEariLE^d w-errum* 
should mrtkv them -chanjre EtiGtr minds, 

r WeU P perhaps in the long rLm Lt Would prove *"a31 for 

Ihe best,* 1 " Oggic laid herself. 

She wa& cerlain. though she had no tangible reason for 
har certainty, she would be proved right. 

Ay sh-e earns. down 3ho great Etairease of Miirsd-cfi 
House, M'g.Eftc found herself saying u Bidkr pmwr for 
Clive^ h^ppines^ und for StellaV. They were, she knew, in- 
Bohittfy linked In her mind, 

Mlify ILurijs had arrived and WttB WEdlihg in I be small 
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maiTiing.nwiiSp wfajdh the only rwm in ihe hn^*-s> i>i :n 
had noE been dismantled. bcssuM ilella had .lrnHitgcd Id 
It:owe rC i*4 it wajj and In l^-c; ir ais ;l sitting-room for a Mii- 
tron. 

Sibe pushed ifoe door. hurried in In g-rcet Maly, mnd ihcu 
saw th^l yhe wat not nlnnc. 

'I hope you. dorfE min-J. 1, Mary s-iid nfier nbe h-ad shaken 
hands with $Ee3l^ and Qjjgiii. 'frttt E have brought Mass 
I-jrlev wpth rue. I h.rvc only jus-t Oi«»WT^ h-=iw ,n^id *|v 
is nr drawing- plans:. 3 haYc n-rVcr been able In draw a 
straight line in my life, but A Tice ba£ made rtfceEehe-s frnin 
^p_ ftott'i mvh*x. 1 e<= I l I'd n^ver he -able co < 1 ^ pl^itv them 
to you myself to. she ih&s accompanied me to- i loc us irrwr-- 

pncTt^. ,, 

"Ifow kind raf you," SEelln T-nrtd quietly, wondering 
vrtguely where die bail heard iht inlhe before^ 

m Alic& ia w-urfcsn-g wilh me now , J Mary Harrl-t wool iin r 
speitkin^ So Oggic ml her than ?■;■■ SecIIb. Mr, ft-oss ar¬ 
ranged it before be -went abroad. She 3ms- been a ireTncn.- 
di-iiiH help- I ram lefl you/ 

Then S iel la rente tioibered A Li re Farley! 

or cm irset—ff-etty Havim-Ts companion (he woman wha 
had ! v ccr jfpOkcJt of ;ii Lhnt 1 it^S dhmninyg- icEter &s bein^ 
mud or Oefanfed. She ME herself itiircfl. 

Ail Ehe pLtfi^ure wish v.'hich she had greeted M^ry I l-i r- 
ris und thd icfihc of enjoymemE -nil icfc bad been with her -aO 
dtey vanished. 

Somehow eve nothing seemed lo- darlien Red tiie non! id 
misery of the up Ee Ikt grip aj-uin. 

She Wnndercd bf her feelings iWta ob^rdds to Ihe OEhcr 
Wnnaan jla Mary H.i rri i drew lmiI a Ellc I mm her dispatch 
eawse and Alice F*riey unrolled bi^r plnnn, 

"Of course/ she- turd -s-byI y in her uuliei Voice. "I had 
never seen H-PtAM when 1 did I jitst tried to 

work OUE art ideal hospiEa! as Mr. Moss b?*d plimned tl. If 
after E haVxt seen the houic you viotikl like me En Iry to Ik 
hbs jdeas into dm bL±ildsti|r, it would be quifle easy. Bui flaSB 
Mitry will read you his notes/ 

SteJEa suddenly Fit It as if she could not hear to hear 

Clive's EUeRi ne43d uuE to her. 




|l wit* -¥vh:ir vhir and Opeit hnd planned w-tor. fhcy bin I 
Kftfcfd c"h-i I NTary had some Sd&ir of lb* kirni] <jf hospdid 
Clt v c had always wsmtdd. 

Now she ne^rested ihii ^lie had niE<rtVcd bePk-h trs- he 
convinced. that Clive's ideas were (be imports nl ncics, 

As sbt head IhDltgllt SO i-fltrt, ihera wtim olfeHF auftori- 
Lirs—-chi|<j jpeclidasis-. matr-nni of hrrf-piuil* who tod ipcni 
thuir 'A hok I|VK caring for children. 

Why not eGniull them? Why wi.htv -nbosilt C^*ve? Ti. 
seemed to tot she whole 1 Fling wfl& ridiciih-ns- any colei 
be had made might ^ Mt of dure_ 

E[cbcr she should have h&zn firm enough to ref its r to 
consider anything Eti his absence or els* sh* should havo 
demanded Unit he give tor Hrsl-hand i a form n. Lion of wfagt 
wiis right and reworvul^r.. 

Mary whs. talking, explaining this or I Sin Stern, fhowin .i 
Clive"* notes. tuning what be had said about tbs Jisad- 
vantage? hi" iHo various hospilnls be- vitited, 

Sofnchow SteH^ could n^i Coke it aLI isrt, 

She was Ogpic i is. ten tup inlcntEy, her eyes 

shining as they were wont to dEn when anything war nwu- 
tiunied recording; CFiwe;. of M'wy Harris. ygly la ihe paint 
at cmrl&itwe and v-el nniinited nm.l eseikd because v^"c 
wris doing sopm? thing for "he employer Tie sido-rcd- 

Sfoc knew there wa* Alice Farley^-Sttlla cowIlI tordlv 
bear to look tor -—an undJstlopuiHheJ, unobtmatv** 

middle ngccE woman. 

How much did <he know, how much did ^he hid* away 
regarding Chye and HctCy HayLcm? 

Stellji fell again ibe horror she had knows v-hen Ct ivc 
first told hex of the Iet1?r Hetty bail lefi beiuml. fdr ih* 
Anguish and tLeieilaljc acpsp i>/ insecurity that far Ehe third, 
lime Eto rock to which the livid tried la eliiifj had proved 
fife* and Crumbling. 

TH-en had tumt the ultCF Iod^hsi of which ?dis fell on 
eth-n now. 

‘ll's- no U«/ kb* Tbatlght H T can'f really mi* with any* 
one. T am o^L=ide, upitrl from rhese other vvomnt They 
hiAVe it bond fn avmmdrt, a very close one—OiVc, - 

Abruptly she gm to her feet. 
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\*»uppo«j before i^i'E nny further Mhs Harris nnd 
Fiartoy come- round the Saia^c n-pgi^ 8 ywa'^ seen c 
already- so why don"! y-uu ill here wRifonabi) in Erani of 
Ehe Hnf? f I *■•-= no use Eiytns t-n plun which rcMim dttould bg 
fitted v~;|h until the two nnwcDcn^ia h^.yve a. generfli 

icItzL of I he huiSJrn?. - 

M;iry Harris n jermf while Ahee fallowed m^kly In her 
pjtial- I r-cJI^L'eri p wmy r Sitilht led. item through. the rdLuns 
One by one. 

If w_n Funny. she thought, how on id: and bare hd own 
h-j.hv-r-m Inofccd wicboul chn I’rc-ii-t fOi i r-jidnEcr bed, with- 
Onl lht cn_rvCd furniture: And silk ulli ItnS-. 

] t "w.-ii juvE n bleal% harmck-Eike place wilhnsjc nlmo- 
sphej'c. wi thrill aTiytbmjp to remand -i Hi ra nyer iTiji she had 
'lived nhd sK-pr in H. hid known: ^ nwift jn.-i.^iriJ! Imp-pirtcsn 
fifed mjrny loiur years of disiliutsonment and tragedy 

Purely (*mLi^ojns should imprint themselves on cite v^-dlsT 
5teM b thought. 

Then told helrscEf cyncc-nriy ^hal ft w;ip. unty if they Welte 
the cm Of Eon* of ^rgal pe:-: ±ori ill i Lcei. 

Whal a pe-ffecE place for a teapitah’ Mary I^ept 
eln hllisig. over ;bnd Ovc r ;j yam. 

When they ome At Iwl Co ibe great paeinic fa fiery shu 
OEEcreil ji cry of plotniR. 

"Ir*. loo perfect! Oh. if only Mr Rmtf was h^re r if only 
he- could tcU U* ewetSy haw fs? arran-ic-e it. 3 r m . r o Fright¬ 
ened ihnrt *hiilt do '^TTief hiuiF wrohy If would he such 

A piry SpoiL even in thr umallinH detail nuyEltins SO 
ipleftii id , r 

Stella aaFd nothing. bi:r Alice FarEcy in her qu»t bceo 
1.1 ill i^nucr ventured ahnoflt the fir -: frmyrk she b.^ij 
ni:i(3r iln^c shf v -. nl round the houac 

^iJonh you th.nh if a^litd he wiser. Ljdy Murkier.' she 
in^ifrcl. 'al we is ted Mr Ro i s lo yet speci-i^L leave 1 ? I ■■ cn 
in iMfcnty-four hours 11 •-- could give you j very £oad ids* 
of what ws* wjmieri. 1 

-Scylin dad m. , l answer. 

l Hs^ y*u .egoE your pFnn"?’ Mary* MarHa -"sSfcEd Alice. 

"N- •_ I i=;l'i ir doih’nsE^ii^ Ahon rcfiLiir-.- "Sn.dl I ^ \ rf.^ 

"I wacLEcd u? 5how L^dy IVCArMicfi hov. duf would J3t ia 
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wit!i Mr. R^.Vi trfcfi r>f A tpeciJiT gyriinri^riiiTi for dfl/cairpcd 
lirnh^, 1 Mury said. "Waal a minnl-e, 1*11 f-utcli It. 1 
"J.ec me/ Alice inlcrpnud. 

£1111 Mary had already gone upd they could hear her 
fwr running down the pappasjee 

li tL-ermed io StC-lki now she was rdnns wil Aik - Ivnrky 
1 h ft I an awkward rormtr-ai n fc F>c11 upun bo-1 h rsf r ih?m She 
searched her mind for spomelhiue say* hut Alice- spekn 
first. 

■It 3s si pity Mr. ean'l br here,' >hc wiki, 

SdeSItf felt n. slhlrFtn impulse of an^t. ti wns almost irn- 
perrinent of tlui wOdto to hawp upon Oive'y presence So 
her. 

She fett ihn-fi vh«e Wftfl in-suited; 0-.f fch. coo ol- i -ir^l;., 
deep 4-u-wm wishj u herself, Elaal ahe wai tuun. WslhoUl 
tfiinkjn.p, wLthouL considering*. -she si mtcS; haet hlendly. 
"If'b hi pity Mrs. Hayton ts met here, too, to help us.’ 

Ai she spoke shi- rcgreltccf the vulgarity of her words, 
hul Lt Wits too laic P they we-na Spoken, 

Alice made a a its Curt as if ±h.t w-aa ditErcs wd, then quile 
quietly she replied.: 

"But Mrs. HayEOn knew nc-ihiog of Mr. Rcos's id cos. A3- 
though slw gave her hou*e lo he h hospital. all ihn :»r- 
range JHenlx were made h-v Million—in Inch, it is dOu.htru.1 
if .she Eiyid any ide:j of whas w^ls done in Lhe wjjds or for 
the well-hcLTig of the paSi-enis.’ 

"Really! 1 Stella spoke politely. 

She was ciahAmtd new of her ooiburtt and w ;■•; i hank ft:I 
Hist Alice was amwiring Tier s*Fu>usly and with surprise. 

- Buc then, you see/ Alice continued.,. M rs. Huyfcm 

hardly knew Mr. Rots." 

Sfctfca said. noHimg and Alice iPckrsig- at her face, 
5.eeaieci lo see there bolh incrednliiy .ijid derision 

^h, Mtdy Marsdenl F she ^nid, "You didn't really hdk-vc 
Eho^e terrible Ihings Mr^ Hayinn wrote in that hv.t Inter, 
did you? I thought no orre who knew Mr. Ho*. would 
credit them for n. moment. It was becatsse she TVI *3 soeh a 
hint wfitnaji th-Sil cried to hijri him with her tie\ even 

aftflr ihc wa* dead, and it w *5 all lift—every worn! of at* 
’How <Ei> you know? 1 
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-S l- w ll-i hst-d to ash *.hc quesli-nn, somuLhing Inld h- 3 J" (h:Lt 
tills was- im-pari am. *v*ry 

'HflW did E kftftwP AtiCcr repc-i Led. 1 Bwt of crtnr'Ms I 
ks^Lfrv f vr-.-.s alwsiyi w?rh Mvj. Rl \lnri, T Hciv-v .ill ih.k-i d\c 
did. 1 wrote mn;t L-if h-^r fcEs-or*. for Ikt and pOMtd chc-se 
^hc wn? i'U hcrsc-fcf, 

'T from (he vary >«cginn in^ thai vhc wbi rUlfMcd 

I" Mr. Rii'A. but he ditf nnt like her—-I C cTS:iin elf 

Mi.it. ihe kepi ;irkinil him “o fa&r parties, bul Dl- Jhln'c 

»iLce|^i p.mc ill hrr iffi+iaikHEut. 

L T"bc?E C^me ihc w^r :=nd she made Trwcn-h P,itk imn \ 
hospital, nui bre-awst 1 ibe c-irvd for I he vjck and ■nafR-r- 

inpf—Mrs H avion never cared for anyone baaE. horse IL- 

tluE because she wnnEcd! Mr, Res-s. 

'I knv^i- «.vhi- the- did lc 4 bwE at irrllised me to set h-mw 
eblivioyv ite w :'«s nf Ebc Iruih-* 

'He rmini fcuwe known*" Stefflp sttid, 

'Ifc h-adii'l ihe sEichec?) Idea imlil thnr nigh I tli Trcn l on 
P-irk when you were Ehere, Ihc nighE we IteurJ that your 
friend. Major Afftlvlronp. had been killed.* 

h Hnw did Pie- kiiLVw ahenT 

SteUn fell is if JUUsE. hear ihe eml of ihk j-friry. 

It ’a.o as. if smndipiiig which had hiren, tn Ehc dark nnd 
jhre;iaettPnL- ut Che brick of her naanJ w»* thinning. get dog 
cfciire;. r*limo*. r T-T-ins-pawni: in a rrmmerd *he had she fcc-4- 
irrr ir would ^snEth iiLLopeJir^r :md she would (Ik light 

"Chuil thitr parti cm is? ni^hl," 41 ice ?aid 'Mr. Rn-is h:id 
iie vlt viayed :ii Treiaion Park, be hiwf :i3w. a yM refund II* 
Would fomo dccwri, kc-l- she piliente and g-J h^ck trrunffliR 
nEcly nlfcrwards either bv car or by train. 

"On that netaaion Mm. Hiyton porHmd^d hEm in s-biy. 
Shij gave m■-- my order* and I knew :iE ewcc ivtictE Aht 
ar'ccii. Sh ™ mid fcttc to put him in Ihc Lilac Room. 

Ihe- la'it 1 1 me that r^.>Oin hud hccci u:ved had hciin h? 
J-$,^rL*n van ronbeim— j- C^crcnan wh-M ^ >■, her lover," 

AFhto paused and Slfll* Mid nulhing, aSt= *E&nd w iih b^r 
e>Vs (iff: I lie ottf-or wti man's face, 

“1 admired Mr. Sc®, I knew whal Mrt, Hl^QQ 
[ike ami I Vi'iiFs mmfied for hrm—nfraid II vent Like, rtnd nU 
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Ifinfcqjli the afternoon I lhouehi Rbaul ihn Lilk-e Room 
wh ie h waa sn nfeiii' iO herrSw. 

T'bev hurl dinner topesher downstair* and when 1 heard 
her ordtr sptea^l ftiuts ] kntsiv whit she wtts up tu L bad 
Wtflehed hor incrhcwK before. I hey we re f^T vc:Ty subtle.' 
Ati^’s v&ioe bad shiarp^nodh now she con tin tied ^ 

'\Vh iJc they v.'ew shirts dinner the crw-istiLgr came 
i h rough from I tie War Offline th:at your friend had been 
kOEed 

J f was nnE such a fool thal 1 didn't realise it would he 
mor-c tactful for me to keep (he information unlit the fol- 
InwFnp nwimirijp, Hue I had a gusxt enough eseuHc fdr dolPg 
wfcac I dj-cL 

L Mr*_ Hayloo had lold me to tell her irtformnnl at ihc 
War Office lhat she wanted to know at once abmai Major 
Ajuasi rrjojf. I wen l in co idD her I he news, 1 

A* Alice paused Slella fell Cha-t she wjls reliving lhat 
moment, 

■”E"hey ^cre srtling fn front of Ebe tins end I Tnad the fccl- 
Fng tlsai Mr. Robs wiLi unecimforlablc, perhaps apprehen¬ 
sive. anyway he seemed glatl mo-ugh of Ihc interrupt hmi. 
LilclioLBjCtls Nl:s- Hayton would havx: tilled m-c there atid 
Ihcft zf she had had Efce pomc-r. 

‘‘As =Odn as E cold diem. about Major Armstrong, Mr, 
koss insisted on goinji to leLI you himself and when he had 
gone Mn Hayl-nn Burned on. EtB»' 

Ad Ice ::Jtn-nst iciimed to shiver at E-he memrr^ 

B f would haite to ueU you wh-aE, iht suicL 1 1 didn h E worry 
me very much* I'd heard her often enough when ^ho 
colj Id n't £*! whiil she wanted she moment she warned ii P 
but ihe sgavo hccself uwl^ pretty frankly/ 

A [Fee's vot« dropped . 

'S^L- told me what ! had rni pec ted—rrt fact. had 
knowu—Chat she meant Mr. Ross to b* her So vex, and 
wb^n I looked ai her, uueucitrolled* spltiiog her words of 
fury et me like any fish-wife from the Ejlse End. I deter¬ 
mined Eli^T if E coulil prevent i( I would. 

'^he believed that Mr. Row wuld come dTOn 1o her 
after he had -fenisbed lalkiu^ to you. 1 was dismissed: and I 

■A-rZftfc upfttiidjEV- 
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■f Tvi-rie. elie hid* For die ho-usem nFds arid 1 tnld Ihcm Th-rtE 
the lire in Ihc Lilac Kocm w:-* ^mo'Rinir badly Ll Was at 
lh: ii Cl>: r hshti s%Eti-FTed 4i lyrcut hunch ot flower? up 

l he chimney. 1 

There ’.vna zs. faint smile sm Alice's fir^n= as il -:he rHi-difed 
heF litlle itWHKpt Otl th* woman who had d I itjsimI and lIb- 
CriccF Tier so nfEen 

! l 11 j lei chern.' «she wdtiC pn P "Co move Vtr :hiac:^ 

Into another pan of tTw hOLete, While they were dnjjig. il I 
aLiCiOaod my^cEf -era she Landing ouE3kh r your room, 

■'When Mr. Rcm* cumt out. 3 Ik»IeI him th:iI Tils ehimnev 
«a;i-. :v.in■/ nmi I he wiruildn'r mind ■: -in-- ..nhllirr 

h«dr6nm. Of course it meanl nnih-ine So him, and ?hen. I 
waited I 1 I’m: 1 1 > I’rU ty downstairs. ?+■■! WJlSI do * • II ihillV 
tie didr 

L Wh B | did h? rf*T Slcll* tt*kcsL 

"f chink hi.- feeling di?giaaced alreiidy wErh Mr? ITny- 
inn He had heaid Ihe way she -.^wl-ri to me when ] 
hrmigbs i n ihe new!i til" Mifciri-r Arnt-vlrithp% d£Slh. h-# li.nl 
hc.ir.j he i >■ v Eo dis-.u:n!e him from snrs‘ mp you i ihmS:. 
li] 5Q- he had already be^nn to he aft aid of her—rf not of 
Isfct,. nf her inltmiiifth. 

Anyway. when I U'-ld him ah Oort the bedrTK?rn. he snEtt: 

' ,J I think at ■«% tim^ ywil Jind 1 h;*d a iaik. Miss Purity. 
You fCKafe dead liTied- Cm p*mnj< id prescribe for you;, l-lave 
you got iictillf-rocm anywhere about hen-T* 

'Well, of eoupt 1 hmF and E look ham Dlortti In is and 
hnvfng swelled himsctf nkwvn in a ctudf in Front of ihe fire 
he Talked for nearly Two hours. - 

Alio? save a sipti of s^lisfa^iion before -fh* conlrnwed: 

J 05tCw nr tw-itpc 1 wondered «.<.hal Mif3. Hayloft Hns 

rh inking, hnc of she si me I wal mi iiilfcfwletl in wbai 

Mr. Hum. wjsl saying lha| £ couldn'r worry -nhoui anyEhiiajfc 
rise. When jdie etEocL struck eleven ht ^oc io hfs 

1 "i"m £om£? round she wards now :o sec Eh-al ihc nicbl 

sistfitoi h,v.v:n‘r ynne So hy naid "-VfStr lhas E «jh:t=L 

turn an. GoL’id-taip.hL Miss FurSey, nnd timfit ynti.'* 

Tfe "hricak hands w:th me a.nd E h-^il a feeliTae ! h !■ i he 
wav |hankFn|t me fina 1 n listkr hit more lh±m Iht hcmpctaliSy 
of my chair in franc ntf the fire. 
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*AjiyWay, 1 knnw thin when he taprte fmm she 

Wflrd£ tl* wtm ?■ I might tci his ne^ bedroom. Sr Mrs.. I Ily¬ 
ina waited for hi in downil^ she waited in vain/ 

'And niter \hftiT Stella hrealSK-ji. 

"You wont nwjiy Fmm rni-nlon “Piiirfc and ho only cam a 
down fin-ce, wiiboLir jny wonting Mr*. Hayion wm out 
and iiriviA'."iy hi? Uidn's i^k 10 her, She wa$ furious s 

when * he casma track. id find she had minted ham. 

'Bin ] had an 'dca sb&t even if sdie had h»e£4i In ihe 

liuiLsc ho Wf-Llld have Inline before she had been Icild, Hie 

flight he stayed was (he tost aime she saw hi m/ 

fc l& tha( che tmlh?" -Si-pila"? voice ■■•. ,:«■- Suixdly' above a 
Whisper. 

Th*re was no rmkJ for Alice to answer. Stella had only 
to lon-t inao her eyes to be sure ib^t every word she hud 
3pq4c.cn Was I he Crush, unvumished and unadorned. 

She hud 14 Sudeten inline desire ri> pill her round 

Alices rh>ck and kfs^ her_ hui she rrmv tube red rim -,he 
bnp only just mot this woman. for the time. Inaplo^d 

she beard herself murmur: 

Tm idad Uh know whdt milty happened.* 

*T only hope no one wilt hclievn Mn, Hayton's nion- 
dtltnjt ]ie=s-_ Nut 1 w,ts certain anyone who knew Mr Kokh 
well would no I He i alien tn by thttil/ 

Scclha fell her own voice chofee rn her throns, 
e l believe lhn-m," she wanted to iay; "I fe^Mcvcd Ib^-m and 
they lari vc hern troubling, me evar stsbye/ 

Bui vhr did ftof speak thi? words. Instead,. wllti ji 
O f relief, she heard 1 'ootsSeps on ihc uqoLtrpcIed puviugc 
and krtt-w ir wru. frfury Harris returning. 

SicUn turned lowirdi the open ijocir. 

As she did looked uC Alice F^rky anil saw on her 

fate ;in expression of anwiely P she anxi-cLy of someone wbo 
warns lo put righi whai is wrung, hi mend and repair the 
damage dom- In wanluu and Spiteful hand-S. 

Impulsively Slella pul uUB htr hand sod T-cmched her 
arm. 

TYvinl ymi/ she said Rtnlly r "Thank you so vatv much 
for wil d you have lold me/ 
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Tlie fnnr wrtflfn finished ibeEr lunthfcin and Ogyic and 

M.Lry asi c|jgjvrei its 

'Fevl- minute*/ Og.ane said 4 "-and cheo. wt must pet back: 
to work/ 

“Theft’s nn ATvf«l Ini in be rinne-' Alice. rtmitlbed 
*iycm'% ’■■1 v it? Su-lln bejrs^d '■ fa* I Lb* rhret weeks - 
leave- Sv^c e^oC won't be nearly e^o?E^ll:.. ,, 

h Vn'.i e.m always appL>■ for more/ Og.-irle Fold hrnt. l M> 
trrin 5a very .tym paths! ib wilh that project of ymaftt' 

"Quite frankly, 1 dyfi'l Want to ask for mftftf, 1 Stella «N 
ptied, and uthlcd. hiilf shyly: "Yu tell ihe ErulJa t hated 
having ihe hospilid e^n for three week*/ 

At eliav moment the telephone rarajE- SteM-i got tap to an¬ 
swer il Hid ihe others lowered their vokss but ^-enc on 
talking. -After s mo men t 11 a called a-c re -s ihe icwm: 

‘lt’-s a p-ereoatd estll for you, Sfitry. from Scotland™ 
CHernlak; I chseilt the operator said-" 

M:*ry t ■hurls. Sf-artecL to her feetl 

"it mstss he from Mr Rosa’s psureo is/ i.her esdutmed, "T 
wonder -■-■hat han happened-7* 

She tivni: Ihe receiver irom Oond manner: made 

the tuber three women ralk among ihecmettfiej alihcugh all 
'■■■ i.tc. cOntoLoiss -dF t u Hql-eC ■- and in^.Test lh ittia u> ,*zX pc^R d. 
telephone call. 

When M-ary returned lO Lho fireside, her fftCc WA£ a-4-rl- 
nus i 

■"T baw bad nt^,' sfic said. "Mrs Ro^ rt very iH P In fact 
ibcrc iE little eb;mce n( her living more lhan a few -days. 
The doctor foaft diagTK-«scd a vtry vfmlfc-nl form of Catbeer, 
boc =i loo old and too frail (or there to be any dmucs 
of a iuecetafol opera.li.OTK 

fc THe>' hflVe cabL-cd Mr Ros^„ but they dn-n"t know 

226 









whhZlFwr hi: wdi h-L" nht-c to get ihcrc In liroe. Mrn. has 

risked ui sue m-p :iELLi 1 muse jm> to Cl I tr ird n I tr a| on« ." 

She pit^M-d ri nd ft i*ii# dbvhju* Hut ihe w&f fighting. 
wSth h^t ^muChm*. Artur ■■ moment -stie Wtl: 

'I hs«vc idwuys hszen very fn-nd of Situ Ross. She hire 
twjon more I him kind IQ me ever since 1 sEa t-red to work 
for het vf>n Wtj shall all mil# her flnd he m<r=t of 1 all.' 

There ;l silence sand (ben Eu lartie h^r icjjx Maty 

picked up her hnig, 'I’d belter be gcvjnc/ 

■Ogg^c Spoke ArM. 

- l ;l m norry* dte -miEL 'really sorry i hftve never 

OfiL-E Mrs. Ross. ta»C I've heard .1 jircat deal about her. She 
i 1 ,1 line wmmm rand n v*. tvnderfl.ll moth-es, | only hupe Di. 
Clive ge(5 there in lime." 

'I>r. Murdoch. who wa,M ^peakirt^ So me," Mary said, 
'as-ked me. lo brini: a nurse go help with ihc sasght work; I II 
try to ugS hold of one when C arnwE tri London," 

'There i# :i purse here/ Ogu-Le -laid quickly. 'Why nos 
take her?' 

She put her hand on Stella"# arm™ StcliEi fell toeswlf 
qu ivtjr jod ihun was uoriiuscms only of Che heavy ihrobtimE 
of her hc- 4 +rt, 

Mtify I'EiLrrE^ Eocdced surprised, Siren she replied; 

"Boi of course— I never ihought of Liniy Marsdfcn, That 
wool d he perfect if she will tftmt-’ 

"She wOuEd b»e glad to cume/ Qggie *Jifcl r 

A*, it in a li ere Srclki heard her n-wn vOjct echo,, 

*t Shull be gl-ad to come.' 

A#. *he vl :-krj v„he wondered how Ogeii had known ift&t 

her fee tin. as toward* Clive had altered v-nl-m (he last hour. 

How hiiiJ #he known? Ai if Ln answer Eo her 41 jysi.ion 
sh-e heard her own voi« saying curlier in the dayi 

^YotTfe an otd witch. wTieja you want someth mg. we all 
fcmwY ihat.' 

Watch or noE. she knew ur EimT moment Oggie .gave her 
a chance So redeem ihe pass, to Hnd again she happiuMS 
thought s=his. h.id Imt for ever. 

Frr-m that moment i( seemed to her that &hc Ttiid no 

lime for cofVL-renC Ehmujchu only for :tctinn- 

She gut Eogeiher Iter uniform. Inirru-d vvich Mary to Else 
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Eciea] sJ-allon. arrived in [jcmdnqi. dwcw* In n ia^i .germs She 

c=[^ to Kiala'v O.i^, /sopping on qke wsj oofy no rKdt up 

b iuiEoa-uc far Maty, 

There wm ms chpnce nl" gL-Eliny a. slttpcr, but they w-cre 
fciexutinle: enough io find, two, wmrr *.&ats in n carriage 

and covering EhcmjEcIvt^ with ttj^tf: which they hact taken 
the pEiPC*aiL4Mi i-n brine they wetted down *uad SFitd to 
*Jcep. 

Sfary guccocdicd. hut Stella.- wis awake for n liang ticn* 
EllinLinp ov^r the even1 1 : of ib-c- day- 

Shf wondered al Che strartna p^llem of -events—the im- 
ospccicd 4 ipT'e*n|iibfs of Alice Fatted he? eupTnaatlun of 
the. rein tionahip between Clive and Hc-tiry. th^ pews fre-m 
■ScotJtad. tho demand for a rmrse. and Op^ic^s cT.-tlrVpyant 
feinderFitmding. which h^d rev-talced in her being where >hs 
wns he She ■monvtni ct\ rip u Jr fur Ciiwe 1 * home, 

Sha. 1 wag half afiuiid of whaS tjiy si l her ertd cif her 
\ou mcy. 

Yet ai the same Eime she fell ib-nt evcrylhbg th^c hap¬ 
pened WiL-i iri<rvii:th!r. w** kudfng her sts-p hy step cowanl* 
i^nie urni void abic 4ramELtEc el ima^C- 

She Imd a foelainp I h u-c she oeaied the end .x journey 
id her ct-vti 1 n piiimny which had Waited wlrih her nt&r- 
Kn^c SO Philip. 

Why she felt lilts i:bc did nM kn Oiv OstepE lhal for th* 

Cl 3SC hitfte formanv mnnESt-; =he fell al ^7 ace wili^Fn hcnelf. 

ITic Iasi vestige of sioubs anil dKrncss- h.ai varefcbed; ahe 

C<Klld think of Cli-hic imd ihrnk of hiiM without ruserve. 

Now ^he ackiiisw:M®c 4 in Jill h«n«rty ch^s he heen 
ac tfN& r ick C-E' all her Ihaujzhte snd Only sume lirc^ome 
pcrvcxtiiy t^f pride and turn i^awbtjty had fee pi her ttudfc.* 
iflg ih-.il *h©h-prtd hifMr 

Dear Qgjifcl She baud uruferstDod: That ajn: urine inEuitEo-a 
of hcT> had proved if.seEf right ones spin- For AIcc^V ei- 
ptutBitiDn bad dsairoyed (be bond* nf misery Atvd di-srjust 
wilh wihch *.fur had bcnind her own hc-atEl- 

Stella feifi erampcEl Imt m !iheft4Pji: Ficr position ghu 
1*00 seated! ihe so lImit she h;id to covcf herself agsiin to 
keep quE the cotd_ 

Sh* smMvd m rJt* Fttfidjilted the co^f she iwii* ndn^ iL5 a 
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pilliv lV :il vlkt'. though* t>F hnw *;hc hi* cl travelled hi Ehe old 

days. 

M r own tfK^i.il *ilk sheer*. fttonofmmtnftl rod ^m- 
^ntiidL-iuii. hud §m_-L- n a rraiiycd by her l.idy'N nuclei biifare 
t!n? train H!.irsciJ: bunches of erotic hol-hou3e flowers had 

?HUmccd ihctnmi-.iclnicm 

There biid been a speci-il tighE-Wcighl rtlg for Knr tn 
st;i nd on F :i rul her dTessmp'tuhle Iliting^ wei* arranged be¬ 
fore the mirror Sto that. ever* thiug. was at hand-—botllts, 
brushes ;md liosc-. hS II crigsUiyiict wi eh her m^nogiram sur¬ 
mounted by a jewetted ■ttwoticl. 

A |i\; ueiLE . ivnlrL^.l indeed lo the -pai nJim mi amoirat of 
iervidciihl* thin 1*1 packed in the small plain EnEack suiLtaie 
which wm hers today. 

To the nursed uniform, trim* dork and nnavi-umiTi^, 

which she wont mhl.t--a.-d of specially designed (ravelling 
cEn rites unci a mink com . 

The old Erf-c wu over. Stella ihougfal, arid knew (ha* its 
long a* she lived £be would: never go bark to il r She hod 
learnt to tts* Eter money wisely on esseniimt things™aii 
hnspiraK, on saving life, on people- who noedtd help. 

The endless hellish round «l plcuL^ure-seekilii; had died 
wilh the war imrf had been replaced by s^crilico and 
selfless serwFCt. 

There might be r= few ol the i ntemntioiSEd diI-wTes who 
W-cadd seek vvlien victory was won Lu [!! ut the dodf hacjk B 
bur they would be few and far between. 

To ikose who had sullcred bereavement, prlvntlon. and 
the terreir of bombardment there bad errme the Qcnnpensa:- 
Lion of an I igb foment *ncf a tvsw purpose in life, 

She Wits one of these lucky trnes ans.| never Jsspdn wOitld 
sbu be h-rced Lo look; (he world ihiouyh Ihe jilsle-jii 
widows 11r wesillhy indifferent.. She had suffered—suf¬ 
fered terribly* hul she abought * 

'How rri Li i: hi happier [ am? h 

It was Che IrulEi"; sh^ was hsippscr unci ut this rtiolnefil 
her htppktess was uiidimmud because of vvh,u &lae hud 
learjie riiiil mrurning- 

-She looked ui Mary i(ams sleeping on the odaear suds -of 
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Ills-- cSirmcyfc nmJ *UtUdl a-jid ttdiamud. Miry had trussed 
OivE Iirtp(^ttly WithouB the n-urd of exph*n&tk>U*- 

"She knew h™ henar thosit I did.' Stc-llu ttwimh, bwt fell 
(he txcikie w_*i* feebLe. 

Hew dBsdd I have dnuhmd him? How cs^tl-d the have 
a*i5pn>cled I hal he eonld have h;ssl njn.ylilirjj£ In commiffl 
with a Vr'sinifLn nurh as He My HI nylon? 

'One day iHl lell ham I'm Mirry~ SlcLLu fliti-u^hs, tmd ffcU 
asleep. 

Thv jflurMV Co tHcfirifiTe was long and taring- They 
missed ihc cnnmc-cEion at !nvi'na«i and had Co Wdal line 1 a 
Mow afternoon i=faiFv ^Ijish $oi ibem in^« ihe tiny si?moa 
jti.it as dix*k was falling 

"1 didn’t suppose there wilt he anyone In meet us.' M_uy 
tairl, "alElKMlyji I .lid ware rtiv cfi>c3or which train wc were 
ccimln^ on." 

Hill her fean nnerc; unfounded. Dr. htardehstL, tn an an- 
cSent and very Apartn. WftfC waishva lor tFwna. It 

Was cold and aher diSihinp h .1 nd* quietly hv bundled Chem 
JaiEo ilic hjuk of 1 he tr-lLf a^ij covsntd the+n »[* with 3 

'Hflw 1 * Mrs. RcwsT Mary .raked. 

"She H vary weak." tve replied- T dmiM if *be wiiil he 
w i-ih Us by I hr meriting. huL she i =? hanging n-n in the hope 
ihivl &hc Will h\'*vc Ci-nc ]a*l 300k 41 1 yoLirijr C=Ke_' 

*is, ho- coming?" Mary qu^siionfrd 

T have se^r him r*-o ^hlegTsivis/ T>r. Miirrlnch an¬ 
swered, 'buE I have had no reply.. Wi? tan i>m■■ bupc chii-i 
he will peE them/ 

The eaj-, whe^ing svHiinflljc^ly, (oak ihcm down 1 he 
sharp iHGlEcte fit™ the smtkni and in In Ehr dBrtuw VkHitge 
^ir-cet ftilh i-r-s house* of solid grey stone verging abruptly 
on the roadway. 

Tf wu hud enflic earfftr," Dr, Murdoch Mid, I hoped in 
tat* you co my own home for □ kite of food wind a wrush. 
but ifs petting dark And f ihink I'd betler he taking yo& 
no M?v Reju&s. You'll h* rclscvittg Jcdnnic McCul¬ 
loch Shc-"s been wilh her n%hl ;md day since ihf whj% 
taken ill and the warns n’s u-n I he verje af a hreakdovru-* 

c Wbal About Nfr. Reas?' Man adkfcd.- 'Hw i* Shc taking 
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Tic hm b&tO very -quid and LroOd/ Or, MiiTtloeh re¬ 
p-lied- "But reratmhcr he as over eighty. I-Fe! v.t’. lie^dc ihc 
SErepI A.ire w.3lirh its;.: hi* wife and Baying Li tile. 31 lie ultra* 
her ir wihi’i he Fear Being/ 

Mary Sighed. 

"j:' 1 - VI r_ -Clive Fm worrying BJboi.it/ the srsid- “Wha*. *vFt 1 
be clo wsLhtiuE Kh-'inT 

I lffiy|ri| CLev^ wfeEL hive- fO do as offrera have- before him, 
Hr. Murdocb septed, though ihefc’s never heen a hoy 
tftaFs hid hf?Ller parertt-s than lie/ 

Stellrk could not help smiLtrtp at [he wny he referred to 
Clive fc youTfcg.' but she re-:=lised -.• well how a « ihe jv.splt 
in Cilcnda]^ who hud WaSched 111110 2 row ur he weukl al¬ 
ways Imz a hoy. perhaps a liilte iriaspofHabJ'e and head¬ 
strong-— 

She : ‘-J i how Grange iE was rh„U CEive should appear in 
so many different aapecls com many differed people. 

To Oggie tie wiu* a kind of god; lo his colleaguea tie wSa 
an irritant., * revolutionary who had pone ahead dcspll-e all 
their dismal croaking*., all [hen efTcrts to prove liijn .■ 1 
fa idtr 

T-n ihe □hifdren- whevm he treated he wjif the jolly 
friend, the cE>cirry tint-lc who made (hem laugh arid who- 
never fnded to eoninre them hack to health hy some 
ninpi l' of his own. 

New. Ln CdemlaFc $hc found another Cliv?-who was 

only _i boy. who had I.ivl-iI this uimiTI place whh Eht.- ^rear 
nsocini aan"-; lowering over ii_ 

"A.lid what is he lo you'?'’ :« voio 1 priced Cn her heart. 

Ak -she peered one of Cbn car ihrough Otlpdifehcd «Hn- 
dows r she caught p faint .qFinnmer of the river ns they 
d-Toiv? hesidic is. 

Here Clive miKi have paddled nnd bathed a-s n hoy, 
^-atehed rim saLmon, NtEver in the aprlng. Umping the 

fHlk- 

Hc would have climbed ihe mo-u.n tains* seeking in ^hc 
hem her For grouse nnd liilec watering Hie chtets 

with their pisneals dost t hems* Eves on she jo u-E-h, urdre- 
quented TOJidsL. 

The air,, fterii wtEh the peaty fn^rftflfid nf the moars. 
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ws,q n-t ^.Irnfig rmd invigorating as Clive hint - :elf. and ffttlla 
i-:\ c fi rhn.p-3 if i.hi WHji i-eatE 1 . io ,jwjw .ill injkthlBit^s 

■ad bypOnid^i. 

S'ltdiimly the -car sropp&d. 

'Here wc iLreJ* Dr. Murdorh csciLairned. 

Stalin fofeEowcd Mary :md found walking up a 

iwtrmw tn the 4fwir af n -II croft. The hou*c- 

w>;fls liny,, hut when they were maaefe It wjis cosy enuugh. 

Th^re tfnj a maM ^ittin@.fnr?m OTI nnc- tTde of a pjssape 
imd n-ji Ehc olher a bedroom 1 h rough Ibe op^u ■ iTHTe' of 
whl^h alms oriuld s«e 0 Wanuuq lying in a frig, wide bed 3“>r, 
A-lurtlncli beek-enini them to c-nlcr, 

Aa they did a-o, an tktacly wornim ruse nstd ernne 
E/vtvnMH iPtcm- 

‘Tbcy’Vc tontc, Jfesumie. 4 I Jr Mtwdocfi q-iid. 1 NV-.v ytsa 
oan be oaf h-.ime and niinJ vuu ire1 at leas l rwtlve ha^ln.' , 
slecp nr I -sh-nll hw prefer) tuna? for yon" 

Tip HOE Efe tmuhU^£ van Co do ihat,' Teanni* MeCTjirrK: , h 
Mmwored with a hromd Sent*: accent. 'T c-spc^t (be IndMSs 
would like Co pul (heir su i leases LtpstctEETi.' 

l f vxpeti chiiy would, 4 Dr. Murdoch «-;d.il opolugt cie-atly- 
r Vou show (hem, J^nnFfr." 

The wcuTi.-in led = hc way up n idiiircsajie. WhTeli w*s Iftlto 
IfKVne Thiln 0. bidder, to ii ttny atiic bedroom. These were 
two beds and :« Jros&in^Tfllvlc in Ebe room—fKrtbmg et^. 

'I'm afrasd ii - rather pi rim llive ' Mary said as M m. 
McCullOvb Pell 1 hi?ns, hn£ |E^ not .if imcnmfnr(pli|e .1% yma 
mljfhl imni-Lnc, There's always hCil traltr and I lie re is eL-e*- 
Irio EEght. Ir t^E Mr, Ro$* n gas^ai c§itfl.T of mopasy, bul he 
IjRiitod on it Ertd wg 1 U be Efrankfial of iL m?w,' 

SHClI^ put down lier things cund isJtin£ off her h^E 
smoulb^ii her hair_ 

Td: Eifce to wa *frJ -she said, 

‘The haEiiioom"-- head ah* kitchen al lh£ back," Mary ui- 

iwicfed; Til nh-ow yon* 

Stellfl wLsalkr-d and (Jian sEEpped 1 Ijseo her endonr uniform. 
The snip -starchiness -ckF her while apropv her StiiT cuffs and 
heft her c^rifidlenccr 

Rac Joe (or w«. '.it.U w^Ecififi for them in (be sick E%iom. 
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but oa*e glance Mrs Rsras co3.| lime she wits pan! 

the help- of any doctor. however Efcilled. 

Mary bent Co kip-s Mm-. Ross, then ^reeled Tier husband 
who scaJetL by she Oro, 

Me held iicf h.iruJ, buL looted up -■; C her wilh a pcs-iLF-lctt 
rspfcsN-iora on hii haftdriomc old Clive wm very like 

him, Sltlhi !tv-inju-hL 

]'m ^;id in see you. my dear/ he said EO Man 1 . "What 
d id you say your cm me was?' 

■fdii memory t* very ta.id, 11 Dr. Murdoch ti- 

pliirned 4is Mary ans^L-red soft ly. 

nfitwed the pillows of her patient nud her its 

comfortable: as she could while Mnry Went into the 
kitchen co find somci h mg Co esil after (heir lone journey. 
r>r. Murdoch IwkdaE his 

Tm going hbttifij he s-j id. "hut 1 ^iQ bt back Very 
shortly/ 

Me spoke seriously and she imderctcsod 1 bm be felt, as 
she did- ihac tbr Mrs. R-u-Sv the sands were ninhlne ouL 
"I may find a tahfcrattt at the house- 1 he murmured as he 
lurried lowurds l he dnor. 

Alone with (he old couple ScelEa, pul some pftat On. the 
lire and adjusted a cushion behind Mr. Ross p s back, 

“"Thank you, my dear, 1 he said, jmd Eidded: ‘■Where , 's 
CEvn? The boy should be home by now. He always stays 
so (aic on the river. It's t<w dark to fish, 1 

Srella undcrttjxid that his mind was wimkritigL 
He’ll be back toon.' Fhe answered ^nolhiri^iy. ‘Don'S 
worry / 

H:a *5 a tpDOd lad/ ihe old mam mumbled, "but he ihvijl 
was unpmictuaS His mother will be worrying abmaS him. 1 

SleEFa rrynvtKl aertra lo the bed.. Mrs. Rdff locked up at 
her wrCh lined eye# and her laps moved. 

Clive,' 

There's no raws fron-s hrm yee f ‘ Ktc-fEe ^aid geni!y r 'but 
Dr. Murdoch (hink^ there may he a lelegm-m," 

*thc saw that The old woman understood. Her mind wim 
not wandcffinp, she wai meicEy ro-micrvmg her stiengib— 
waiting for her son (o -come lo her. 

lkfl evening dtJiL-gpd on, Mary Came in. Bat for a liitLc 
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tt'fiih: boldine Mrs. hand, talked to lb& old m r* n who 

i.eill conigf not recnemhex who eh c inxl then »-cni 

bed. 

''t'ticr&'s net point in va both sitting: up/ she jsa-cl to 
^CelEu. Ill ye and 3 el r.nsitii- ^letrp and s^rorips 1 shall ht 
able to bc-H^Yc yon Inter on/ 

Stclli EltOii&hl -it w-i: iml 5 jc.Lt! v, bul she -*.i- all fr>r M-rry 
rtsliiii? The re was no ■ v: n>c In Ihelr bmh fceepin^ Mrnceh 
ajifl Dj Murdoch when he oarre b-^ck. agreed wilh her. 

'Whal cabogl Mr. Ro^~ ^cellii juke*?, 'Csn'l we pemiqile 
him io lie skvwfi?" 

The dddEor shtMijc bk head 

1 Bv-tr since his wife hnts been ill be h»s in ihaC chair 
and sic pi hi n flpo- He wouldi*'! Lmderslaaiil if \otl Mskcd 
brm To po TO nnotbrr aYnmi anti I ilon'r advise you 50 Cry. - 

A zliJiJl-li apaism crowed Mrs Rnss's fate tihd ihc l!i»c;- 
Icrr hurried: to her shio. 

Her breaching prevp- I FtHniirc-tl and more EhnFt emee dur- 
Jjs$ ihe flexa two hoor*. Stella felt she wa-s dyln^r, 

Ehif jeaeh Imic ^hiz rallied,, each time br hccmrd :i-; if 
some TremiOiJaui wiJJ power within her kept fEs tenAcions 
hold mi life. 

‘C’hve . . . Cliwe ^ 1 .she tirtuBpcrad, hul -ill he diet not 

Wnii. 

After a rime she seensed tes- do^e. The doctor went into 
al-ni Hiltrnp-roi-m and lay down on (he safa_ StcEla Sat by 
Mfit. RWs side, watching hef and the tlffck., 

Three o"ekid: - - . four o"cSoi:t: . . the room wels w u m 
-and TnDJf than ohod Ale He. felt fr£r h tad he^Knnsng. tn 

d3-r!H>p J 

Hhr yop ufF hastily to heap mnne penT nn the fire, rn 
movr ihc mcditmH boTrle*. ro Jo anything rather ihaEt al¬ 
low pter-s^lF to JT- V ^ wav pn the utter drow^ine-j.:- which 
Cr^-pl ry^ ct her. 

At fjs-e -o'ch'K:!; there was the Ktujden se^md of a, C^t out- 
asete. Mrs RosS heard jE atm-dsl Quietly jii StcHla iiisd 
opesiei] Tier eye^ 

Her hrfs- mtivc-d end onOe n^ii.iu Scelln tnew |h.;n g.h^ wits 
a-iyi njg her s-ori'- name. 

She hi-ml I>r Mu_rdoeh to Ihe door; there w.m dtft 
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smiamJ of V-oTtv-W and one of them sine rfefettgaized' ^vilh a 

leap of her hcan. 

The door opened aenE Oivn Dame in. 

life ^vent -slrui^hl across to the h c d imd ^oofc hi 3 
mother^ hiUld in bun. SifetFft skw Ibe sudden light Eft her 
fsee. ill# expression of 3ovc and adotnilcaa which Inm-t- 
figured hot. 

"1 Came AS quiet; Ey T cmiTd. niy darling/ Clivt suid_ "I 
fle-w from Te jlI y, il'liii bcCIs &l kmg journey. bill I am hC'C 

Bt last_ + 

He brat and kissed his mother on tlie client-; and ihtn 
raised her hand to his lip*, Uncibin-uiivicly StuLSa moved n 
chair behi^ii him so LhaS. hfe could sic ckMfe to her. 

'ViWrc lil|flt yOUnp fcLlow. You always, unpullO 

tuak bin tbi? [rnue you've worried your mother/ 

In wflri ertd Mr. Ross speak i_rag ffom the fircp^aoe, 

"I'm sorry, Father, I couldn't help iL 1 

- S-S-c|p SN" Of enurse you could kelp it! That's, boys all 

over, always the same excuse when they into trouble . 1 

Old jvJ r. Ross mumbled for a litik while to himself, 
then his he^d dropped forward and he was asleep. Clive 

begun to talk to his rnrith-:T. 

What was E-iiLtf was fnr her car? alone and Stella m-OV-cd 
one of eflishot Into a dark comer off cbe room. Dr. Mur¬ 
doch ^ic down no ih-e other side oF the fireplAce. 

FrOm whcJc shz sat ^eEla cmiJd n^e Clive in profile. Sbfc 
h.ul fontoltm How bi^he wru.. how clear cm hii leaturet.. 

JsJow sFse winched him Miking genii:- imd fronthitiftly, ev¬ 
ery wood a carc.^ every movement of hi* tips revealing 
hhi love for the woman Co whom he Spoke. 

"Haw c^ntte he Es r bnw tender!' Stulls'fl heart cried out. 

She knew then that she would give up her hope of 
Hcnwan E^eSf. Khould at he possible, for Clive e«r to spe^k 
No her liftc thisi, to offer her that same love, lhai same 
adomlfd-ri. 

Strc knew at last that noUtto^ mattered taesMe her Fm*q 
for brm a^d what *he prayed might our- day be his lov# 
for brr. 

That w:ia what *11 the suffering Let Iter life bad be^-n 

335 



fi-i-—rbai 3 -hQ shnulEt 1e*m jhe EtspncTne S»^n of love 
which intafit ^cl T■ ^-ncrrFlcc and ibe pivins oi onc-self 

Had <b e nor ttriTeped rfr irKc-ti-vely. !L:ui %h<: eioi p-nv-Md 
lhrrOu.gh so m uL-b turmoil and tribulation., $Jhre would never 
have reob^vi^d the wonder oi =-ueb Lov^ ^ ciivtX have 
uftdrmtMd it When Ee tame 

Now she i-:iw ee in -*11 Sts glory and i f 11 n n h?r knee* 

h:iaihlv i---.:.iN.CE iti pa^nan^t-e ojppBeAtkin ih.s* it mb-hs be 
h-era. 

She Jf<dS Her whnlc beitl-ft y^-urn Inward^ him - VimI *hcrft 
Attddeniy she saw "him ceii-ic spe-nliiniJ-—la w hijn make a 
ewmvulRiv* mnvemml hef&re hee&nknF very seeFL 

Ar ibc either ancle n-F ihe room Hr Murdoch j^n-r to bis 
feet He walked uuidkly mwn^s ib<r bed *nd an lie d| L | &t> 
Clive pim down hr^ bead and laid hlu iVireftrend -ip-jinMC hit 
mol her’s hand.. 

trntlersSCKfd Mr^. Ft ere v had wailed for hr r son nnd 
I ben h:id been ctmtenl |n jro 

Seine time Ihi^r Si-r 11 -« drew ih- -hen ■vc-i Mr-. R^ns\ 
f;;i . -\j. she did so, she- looked! df‘itn and .nv riven? .1 n ?s- 
prc^slnn of happiness Mob w^s. quite andeRCffbahae, 

The lip-- were curvud jet a *niiic nnd K seemed (n Scdln 
u ii many of the wrin'klet r*T Mid nup^d, leaving. « 
fuce curl otuty y-rasrtp;.. a fji^e ;;i pcjic* 

Srella drw the sheet over :d ■;■■■. k\ ihcn she wcfll lowirife 
abc door. 

She felt l;", if ^be mils! bnve a htenish nf iir. away front 
ibc hot shri newi of the fnfim in whseh dealb ley. 

In ih-L- du=n jt-foom sbe could i-^ar vole* and know that 
CTwc nn*l T>r Murdoch wv ■- Foofcfnn after t 1 *!ii \lr Ro^-e 

ftfld Ehnl Mliiry wn 5 taflltihg rbem lei in she kileben 

S-! l* 13a ripened the Front tEnor The eoLd air -; i Trick her. 
Sh- shuT ttie diaor hftbind b-jr. and ssood ino'feiriy out over 
the val|ey_ 

Tfsc dawn w.is jnsi bneatan^, "Phe river, winHlsne tkwii 
1 he ya!|e-v, w :lr molten -stiver and m cbe dLsrsnoe beyond 
lE« roof Cop* of the Village Slelld oduld its Ih-? created 
wyi vi?s of 1 he sea- 

JSInwjy ibd LleefK-iiihs iiehl -swept tr^-iy Lhe l 1m rknt-F.r-, 
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the -sears fatted,, the tuble nf Ehc sky er¥c way to a pule 
primrose. 

The vlfh wos risinp, EH anoEher mpmcnl she wh<ilc -gEnTry 
oF i he dawn would be efreme- During rhe night ihete had 
been a sLcihl fait of mow and u Fro*r_ 

Th# valley wrvs while and ihe lim rayr of the sun 
rose abo™ thts moors every' blade of and patch of 

heather fjb Erred tstd ^dimmer-td m ii by jna^ic 

SlEn.i ftrew in her breath- ft was cord, hlrt she felc ft* if 

tier body \v;u ringlinj; in nnEatipSUOn, 

AS t3i;=? moment The does- be-hmd her wnj opened. She 
kn t!W who ii wji* whhouE Burning! and she si odd very s tzLI. 
waiting _ . . |n?.! waiting 

Stic w-ae aware time he locked at her and beard hErri 

give -m audible or surprise. She jmajHitetf that for a. 

mnffltsnt he ihuifghr be was dreaming before ^bc heard 

him speak her name. 

"-SreFlal Why are you licfn? 

She didn't answer, amd hr stood kwftinp rtC her. S he hrad 
puJIeH off her cap without fcalE&mg she had don-j so. and 
the firs? ruyt of sunshine were on her hair and in her-eyes. 

Site had no idea how beautiful she was, or how (be 
sttAngt pounding of her bearE had brought a methknefi to 
her f*ee which he had never seen be fort. 

’To fin'd v'OU hope is iui believable/ he s.sid at length syi a 
Idw voice. r D*> you know what my mother said ro m* jtrst 
flow-—3 few seconds before she died?' 

"Whdi . . . did she - - - zuyT .Stella asfeed* her voice al- 

mn v-1 a whAper. 

"She has njways been fey where I iim ra>nce med/ dive 
asBft^ted, ‘'and she said; 1 "You've fouttii !iw«, my son— 
you will In? very happy.’" * 

Stella icood looking a,r him, iroahfc Sc speak. 

She fell iis ?f her breath w»3 constricted it* her lb rosit. 
Clive -c.spriL" ="■ Step nearer and her heart seemed tes tsirn. 
over in her brflaPt. 

Do you know why I w?nt aw-nyT he rt h l:i;| in bi T - deep 

v-nioe. 'Not beciiuM . 1 I eared about Che scandal, nr whut 
people 1 hough i or did no s chin I:, hul because ! euuld not 
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face e be condemn nttcm iro yem £ oyes K Ifre craiempt in 
your voice/ 

T-tsivt , - , me,' SEndla p^santltd bnsilfil^rdy, , + + 

forgive tucs/ 

"Mary Told me in her letters wlfcat %'oli hs. v* been doing," 
be wem on- “(Tow vmi h;iv^ Marked ii iitfw life under a new 
n:-mU- H how much she ^hildratfi in Iho llcwpii-^l leu* vng, 
wHal happiness vou h:*ve EvrOU ehl Eo tllcm. Why h;; ■■ v you 
Ikmc Ehisr 

CTrve ■varffed. anil ir seemed Co SCelEa rn !h:il n;.imtnl 
tlhiE the kne^r The An^r, wa cleft rly. s-n Mmdirndy That il 
might have been wnlten in Icliera nL f3re. Sht: hadn't 
kj;-. 1 '-vn Che EruE.1i berself lui It I now. 

VcTh- wf|Ty eotlini: ho could hnrdly he nr - he answered: 

IhftE , i could hr- . . - w-unhv of . , . y-m F 
'S^ellb! M y darling;, bow ritn you fay ^lkJi a ! h ingT 
nive swept her in Jm Arms, 

>le looked down at her and *ikw rn her eyes n-nt rmly a 
glory I® which Ire -.hire mrt pui a name, bul the Etust 
w hj t :h be ihoughl hud gone For ever¬ 
ily nnhi.ppy lilthe love, l ibou^ht I had Ldat jmw, 1 he 
said imSle-ndily. 'I Inve van more Elian T IhnnghE possible to 
(ove qhyoite-. Everywhere 1 *™ your face atid r he . 11 - your 
v*iCf, r hsrvft rCTiiged for you unEal E Offuld Hardly hear not 
ts« return in Eng hi nd In you But I was -.ti raid, 

dBoaperiitely af raid you -sSiJi distrUHEcd me.’ 

" t was . _ ho Man J. .mi . . .si li p?d," £\ el 1 .1 miiTinurcd, 

WiJh bh irrrhi round her und hi* Fnce ne^r eo her, 
was crnisCkiiis 1 1 ! a icy rising within her which wa'- ur-l • fce 
anything Hte had ever ks>nwu before,, a Joy 3o poapnonE, so 
■hti 11 11:.- th .11 ii w hie » physical iti il- rnteiisiiy, 

"Your iutme meant SEaf/ CU=uc vni.il,, “aud iff me you have 
always been like .1 star- out of reach, hur making me yearn 
for tl. making me Ion** k> fittd tor myn£lc this Jove nud 

bCnLuiy ii s ign ifae*/ 

His arm tlgbic-raed and he said brokenly: 

1 Iffvr you. Slell n, I luvt you io [kspcrately, C?oLdd you 
ever care For me a EtCUe?' 

He tieUE hit liead as 1st s[iii!k^ and ns il he bimlsc; under 



the strain, without waiting for her ojiswer be fpund her 
mouth. 

l-or a nin-mcni hi* lip* were pen tie and tender aprunsE 
the softness or hers. 

Then, ag a flame TtfapE within her they Were joined by 4ul 
ecstasy sn wunderfuL "K> gknitKW and so tpiricusd that at 
wfts not of ihi* world. 

Fur a long time Lhcy-strand Stifl, I heft when he rook his 
laps from hers they we*e Mth timibline. 

’OEve . . . Cttve ! 1 SEdlA's voie« wss that iif a child who 
had found security alter a nrghlniaje. M Iravc you , , H he 
kind Co nu_- . . - I didn't know what love Witt . . . Fve never 
felt like ihl* . . , before -. 1 

She wn.K so beautiful In that nwmu-nl that he could ranly 
glare at her, seeing the soft trembling mouth, the inched 
leans in her eyes. 

"You'U never be 3oneEy or uofi-uppy egain/ be vowed, '1 
will took aft^r you, protect you ;md worship you imui I 
■die, WsEI lhal he enough? 1 

- U Will be all 111 ask of life.* she answered. Well be to- 
Ecehtir s. + ► Clive, wenMing together ^ . . and reselling 
towards . , * the stars..' 

She coHltf say no monc h his lipa were on hers again, but 
nour fleredf demanding and possessively pa^sjonute. 

With a little murmur of unuiGcmbie happiness* sb* sur¬ 
rendered herself GoaipLiHely into hi*. fccepuiE. 

They went one— they were indivisible. 

'You :ife mino, my darling, star of my heart, - Clive 
inunnEircd HgabtBl her lip#. 

And she tajww Ellis, id ta&t» WIlS will! she had been seek¬ 
ing all tier Irfc. 

II was lovt 






Journey to lore 

l-titiy Stella Mat&dett had been crushed in nun explosion. 
€Jnltf the htcredihie &kili of ^ /fflifiot** stfrgeon hod &a Lt d 
her hfc. Btii hiceiif StrUft ImiEtfd ^j- f#iV r Jl<!/ ^fPh( 

dreams htul heen. shattered — firtl ftjy I hi: atinging Cruelty 
of her huxfuitui, then ft*f the heirayul of the 7?mti tJttf ittced. 
Yel n xhtirlij trrrii rtdtntartfhj. StcUfi started In ^irr ngawit. 
And thru, us vf11 • hegfXrr to escafW the itmuht^e of mi#my 

and miztrujtr, u scandal imked her mime- with the doctor 

trljo hud memfetl fu'i broken fmd*t- Could $hc emerge 

front this frujzetiy flinrf h-urtt flu ntprrme fi'Vfmw nf Inc*'? 



ft PYRAMID BOOK 


P^-niM =* *rS * 







